
 

A Congregation Profile 

We are Jesus’ church. The most important thing that can be said about Friendship Baptist Church is that we 
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ. The only reason we exist is because He has made us a people for His own 
possession. He has saved us by His grace, sealed us with His Spirit, and sent us into His world to make disciples 
until He comes again. Because we belong to Jesus, we seek for our faith and practice to be formed by His 
Word. We are not perfect. We often fail. We recognize there are areas where we need to grow. Yet, we are 
committed to leaning into God’s grace as we keep going forward in faith for Jesus’ sake. 

We are a small church. Though our membership on paper is around 300, our Morning Worship attendance prior 
to the pandemic averaged between 90 and 100. Since returning from our most recent campus closure in 
January 2021, we have averaged 75 in Morning Worship.  

We are an aging, yet multigenerational church. 50% of our active members and attenders are over 65. Only 
30% of our active members and attenders are under the age of 50. This means that on any given Sunday when 
a young couple or a family with children or teenagers joins us for worship, they will struggle to find people who 
look like them. But they are there. And those who are there are committed to Jesus and love people 
passionately. Even as we are strategically planning how to close the generation gap, we are asking God to 
give us wisdom in how to care for our senior saints compassionately.  

We are a rural, regional church. Friendship is located in a rural community in the geographical center of St. 
Clair County. Many of our members live in the community along Highway 411 or in neighboring Shoal Creek 
Valley. However, our newest members and most recent guests have come from other communities, like Moody, 
Pell City, Margaret, and Springville, indicating that we are shifting from a community church to a regional 
church. 

We are a traditional church. We understand that term is relative to one’s experiences. What we mean by that is 
that our pattern of worship and practice of governance is akin to that of many other Southern Baptist 
congregations like ours. Our worship is ordered according to the pattern we see in Scripture: we sing, pray, 
give, read Scripture and preach Scripture, occasionally observing baptism and the Lord’s Supper. We have 
members meetings in which ministry reports are given to and significant business and spiritual decisions are 
made by the congregation. Our pastor leads with the assistance of our deacon fellowship and we have 
committees that oversee specific areas of our ministry.  

We are a giving church. The people of Friendship recognize that the gift of giving is not a matter of what a 
person has, but of what he is willing to give away. At every turn the people of Friendship rise to the occasion to 
support the work of Christ and his church. Whether through financial gifts to support the church budget or 
special mission offerings, or through the gift of time or talent to serve on a committee or work a special event, 
the people of Friendship give generously and sacrificially.  

We are an engaging church. As we embrace a new season in the life of our congregation, we are learning to 
measure everything we do by how it serves to advance the kingdom of God and magnify the name of Jesus 
Christ. In a world where we can spread our resources thin on things that have no eternal significance, we are 
increasingly concentrating our efforts on engaging God in worship, one another in fellowship, and the world in 
discipleship for Jesus’ sake.


