
Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
 
I hope this letter finds you well, and staying safe and sane.  When the Ohio UP Church session met on 
March 10 we briefly discussed what Ohio Church might do if the relatively new COVID-19 issue became 
more serious.  At that time we decided to follow the lead of the Hopewell Area School District with re-
gards to closing the church and altering how we worship.  My what a change two weeks brings!  It seems 
like there are changes, more closures and restrictions put in place each day.  Keeping up with it is more 
than a full-time job!  With that being said, more changes have arrived.  Yesterday (Monday, March 23), 
the Hopewell Area School District extended their school cancellation to last until Monday, April 
13.  Session met today (Tuesday, March 24) via Zoom to check in with each other as well as revisit our 
original decision made on March 10.  The Ohio UP Church session decided to continue following the lead 
of the school district.  Therefore, all activities and gatherings at Ohio UP Church will be cancelled until 
Monday, April 13.  Session and staff are working on ideas for Palm Sunday and Holy Week worship.  No 
decisions have been made but we are trying creatively to think of how to worship together during this 
time.  All of our decisions will depend on whether or not the State of Pennsylvania issues a state-wide 
shelter in place command.  If that is the case all in-face gatherings will cease, which means Sunday morn-
ing worship will once again look a bit different.  
  
The Ohio UP Church Session and Deacons have also decided to divide up the congregation in order to 
make phone calls to the entire congregation.  Our desire is to stay connected and continue to care for 
each other in the midst of this time of quarantine.  Even if we cannot gather face-to-face, we can still 
gather thanks to the blessing of technology.  Most importantly, we still ARE the church, even if we can-
not gather in the church building together.  The Church is more than a building, it is the people; it is us. 
 
“The way God designed our bodies is a model for understanding our lives together as a church: every part 
dependent on every other part, the parts we mention and the parts we don’t, the parts we see and the 
parts we don’t. If one part hurts, every other part is involved in the hurt, and in the healing. If one part 
flourishes, every other part enters into the exuberance. 
You are Christ’s body—that’s who you are! You must never forget this. Only as you accept your part of 
that body does your “part” mean anything.” 
-1 Corinthians 12:25–27 MESSAGE 
 
In His love, 
 
 
Pastor Nick  



ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED AT THIS TIME DUE TO THE 

COVID-19 VIRUS.  HOWEVER, WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US FOR DAILY PRAYERS 

AND SUNDAY WORSHIP THROUGH FACEBOOK LIVE AND/OR ZOOM. 

HOW TO JOIN IN WORSHIP WITH ZOOM 

The following are all of the Zoom meeting log-in information for the week of March 30. 
 

 

March 29 Sunday Morning Worship 10 am 
Join Zoom Meeting via computer or cell phone app 

https://zoom.us/j/7243783690 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 

Landline telephone number 
        1 312 626 6799 

Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 

We hope you are able to worship with us this new way while we are adjusting to this period in 
our country.  If you have any questions you can contact Pastor Nick. 

Topic: Morning Prayer 
Time: Mar 30, 2020 09:30 AM 

        Every day, 6 occurrence(s) 
        Mar 30, 2020 09:30 AM 
        Mar 31, 2020 09:30 AM 
        Apr 1, 2020 09:30 AM 
        Apr 2, 2020 09:30 AM 
        Apr 3, 2020 09:30 AM 
        Apr 4, 2020 09:30 AM 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/302145978 
Meeting ID: 302 145 978 

 
Dial by your location (this is not a toll-free telephone #) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US 

https://zoom.us/j/7243783690
https://zoom.us/j/302145978


A modern-day parable 

In Luke 15, Jesus tells three parables about the precious being lost and, at great 
lengths, found again. The    kingdom of heaven, he says, is like that. But most of us 
don’t shepherd sheep and wouldn’t fret over one lost coin. A child, on the other 
hand … 
 
In fall 2019, as night fell in northern Minnesota, 6-year-old Ethan and his dog wan-
dered off. Family and police grew frantic because the area consisted of fields, 
woods and swamps. Authorities requested assistance. 
 
The kingdom of heaven, Jesus might say, is like 600 volunteers searching diligently 
in the dark for a child they didn’t know. It’s like Steve Fines who, though also a 
stranger to the boy, grabbed his company’s pricy heat-seeking drone and worked the 
camera for hours, until it detected Ethan huddling with his dog, safe but cold. Yes, 
the kingdom of heaven — indeed God — is like people giving their all and refusing to 
quit until the lost one is found. 

 

 



Lenten Mission Project 
Please consider donating online or by check 
to our Lenten Mission  Project so we can still 
meet our goal of $3,000 despite not  being 
able to meet for worship during this time. 

Pictured here are the remaining sea shell crosses that Bev 

Abate has made from shells she collected on Sanibel Island.  

The cost of each cross is $20 and the proceeds from the sale 

will go toward providing  Easter baskets for the children resid-

ing at Mars Home for Youth.  If you are interested in purchas-

ing one or more of them, please call the church office and 

leave a message with the number(s) of the ones you are inter-

ested in or you can email me with the same information.  If 

they are still available I will set them aside for you with your 

name on them.  If you would like to stop by the church to pick 

them up, please contact myself or   Pastor Nick so we can 

make sure to be there to let you in.  I am mostly working from 

home for now, but am going into the church daily to check 

mail, retrieve phone messages, etc.   -Judi 

Since I took these 

photos the follow-

ing crosses have 

been purchased:  

#4, #12, #14, & #20.  

They’re going fast 

and make great 

gifts! 



 

On Tuesday  March 24th at 10:30 am the Session met via ZOOM 

technology to discuss some issues and concerns due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  Some items discussed were communion, 

the morning prayer, how can we utilize technology?, finances, 

and generally things we can do to keep in touch with our        

congregation. 

We have decided upon some things.  Please take note that an 

elder and deacon have been paired whose task is to keep in  

regular contact with their assigned share of the congregation. 

This would be with cards, phone calls and possibly e-mails.  Be on the lookout for this. 

 

Concerning Communion 

If we are still going to have communion on Palm Sunday (April 5th) and since government and 

health authorities are discouraging any kind of assembling, perhaps the best and safest way 

would be to include communion in the worship service broadcast. You would have to tune in 

to the broadcast of course.  If anyone wants to participate in communion they would have to 

provide their own bread and cup contents beforehand and have it at the ready whenever the 

moment comes in the broadcast.  This way we can still observe communion, observe it to-

gether without actually physically assembling in one place, and have it administered by a  

genuine pastor.  We'll keep you posted on this matter if we decide to do this. 

 

If you're out of the technological loop, the best way to get spiritual nourishment during this 

time would be to read/study the Bible more and spend more time in prayer.  Those with kids, 

try doing spiritual stuff together like biblical storytelling or Bible games if you have that kind of 

material. 

 

In closing, keep a lookout for the deacon and/or elder contacting you. And  remember these 

words of Jesus: 

 

 "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will 

have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." John 16:33 (NKJV). 

 

Grace and peace to all. 

  

Joe Glatz,  Clerk of Session 

March 26, 2020.   


