
Week of March 14-20, 2021

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

I hope this finds you all well and staying safe and sane.  I want to thank you all for reaching out to me during the last
week after reading my newsletter article.  I want to let you all know that I am doing well, much better than the same
time last year.  My goal in writing to you last week was to model lament and vulnerable honesty.  I believe we as
Americans have a tendency to rush past the bad and the di�cult and the tragic without reflecting upon it.  Without
letting it change us and give us the opportunity for growth.  My hope is that some of you may resonate with what I
said in my reflections and use them as a springboard to your own.  Or perhaps some of what I wrote may give you
permission to reflect upon the last year.  My hope and my prayer is we become more honest with ourselves, with
each other, and most importantly, with God.

As we approach Easter, I am aware that we are in a much di�erent place than last Easter or even Christmas. More
and more people are receiving the vaccination, case numbers are greatly reduced than over the Christmas holiday,
restrictions are easing, and the weather is feeling more and more like spring.  All of this combined makes me think
we could potentially have a lot of people who want to attend in-person church this Easter.  The Session still believes
the best course of action regarding COVID is a conservative course of action and so we do not want to have too many
people packed into the sanctuary on Easter.  So, we are trying to determine how many folks would like to attend
worship in-person on Easter Sunday.  This way we will get an idea of the number of folks who are planning on
attending and we can adjust the number of worship services accordingly.

Please take a moment and complete the 3-question survey now and let us know.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7BKJFCW

Also, be on the lookout for future surveys from various church committees.  The committees of Ohio Church
are planning ways for us to reconnect in the coming months as more people get vaccinated and we approach
herd immunity, and as the weather improves and we begin to reconnecting with each other.  These surveys
will help us as we discern how God is calling us to order our life together in the things that we do as a church
community.  It is an exciting time!

In Christ,

Pastor Nick

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7BKJFCW


Zoom Info for Sunday 3/21
Sunday March 21 Worship
Time: Mar 21, 2021 10:00 AM

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09

Meeting ID: 724 378 3690
Passcode: 849087
One tap mobile
+16465588656,,7243783690#,,,,*849087# US (New York)

Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656

Meeting ID: 724 378 3690
Passcode: 849087

DATE NAME DATE NAME

March 5 (Anniversary) Jason & Liz Cagnon March 16 Richard Palmer

March 1 Mark Muslin March 21 Daniel Fox, Sr.

March 4 Brenlee Knox March 23 Casey Honess

March 11 Michael Duganich March 25 Betty Solinski

March 12 Libby Urick March 27 Evelyn Cagnon

March 14 Logan Gregory March 27 Kasey Hoth

March 14 Harper Sha�er March 29 Debbie Ceccarelli

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09


BETTY LOU CONRAD--prayers for her family as they mourn the sudden and
unexpected death of her sister.  Prayers for the entire family as they have had a tough
couple of months with family tragedies.  Also prayers of healing for herself as she
recovers from a broken leg.

PRAYERS FOR OUR SCHOOLS--Prayers for school districts as they begin returning to
more in-person schooling.  Prayers of safety for teachers, students and sta�.  Prayers of
peace and patience as routines are changed again. Prayers for grace all around.

PRAYERS FOR THE WORLD--Prayers for the world as we make one year of COVID.
Prayers for perseverance to keep caring for each other as vaccines slowly are
distributed.  May we have the strength to keep wearing masks, social distancing and
caring for our neighbor.  May we begin to wrestle with, process and pray through the
trauma of the last year together as we seek to faithfully move forward.

Clearances for Volunteers Working with Children

 This is a reminder for adults who would like to work with
children in the church that clearances are required every five
years.  In Pennsylvania the required clearances are free.  There
are some exceptions to what is required depending if you’ve lived
outside of Pennsylvania in the last 10 years.  The link for further
information is: KeepKidsSafe.pa.gov.  If you have any questions,

or need assistance in obtaining the required clearances,
please reach out to Patti Strominger at:
pattistr@gmal.com, or call:  724-494-2160.

March is Cereal Month
For our Little Free Pantry!

Bring in individual mini boxes or
full-sized ones.   As always, you can

find them at Dollar Tree or on sale at
your preferred grocery store.



CHURCH WEEK HAS STARTED!
Just follow the directions in the letter below for how you can support Ohio
Church just by shopping at Rural King!  This image of the church will be
displayed so you know you are choosing the correct church to donate to.



A MESSAGE FROM THE DEACONS

Dear Church Members:

COVID-19 has changed the way we worship and how we relate to our fellow congregation
members.  It has put a strain on face-to-face contact and helped to increase isolation on so
many levels.  However, we are keenly aware that what has not changed is the myriad of
life-challenging events and situations that negatively impact our lives.  The Deacons want to remind you that we
continue to be a caring, loving and benevolent force providing help to others during di�cult times. We are
supporting the church’s Mission:

Loving God,

Loving Neighbors

Helping Our Neighbors to Love God

The Deacons are serving others through good deeds, purposeful actions and targeted assistance related to

financial , medical, spiritual, emotional, vocational and familial situations.

Following are the names of your Deacons for 2021:

Bev Abate Cate Colesar
Jen Davis (Moderator) Peggy Franzese
Diane Gennaro Megan Hunsberger
Dianne Kanitra Bob Nan
Donna Olexick Christina Palmer
Elizabeth Repman (Vice-Moderator)

If you would like to talk with someone who will listen, o�er non-judgmental warmth and help you seek solutions
to whatever is stressing you, then please reach of to the church o�ce and ask to be put in touch with a Deacon.  We
are here to help.  The church number is:  724-378-3690.

In His grace,

The Deacons at Ohio UP Church

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP SURVEY
Session is trying to get an idea of how many people may be attending

in-person worship on Easter Sunday to see if we need more than 1 service
for safe social distancing.  Can you please answer these three questions

and either mail them into the church office or complete the survey using the
link in Pastor Nick’s article this week.

1. Are you planning on attending worship in-person on Easter Sunday? ____Yes____No
2. If so, how many people will be in attendance with you?______
3. What is your name? ___________________________________

Thank you for helping us provide a safe worshipping experience on Easter Sunday.

-Your Session



MHY CHRISTMAS PROJECT FUNDRAISER
Bev Abate will be selling crosses she made from shells she collected on Sanibel Island and also some

flower arrangements she made last year.  All proceeds will go to the MHY Christmas Project.  A sample of
each will be in the narthex and the remainder in the Library.  There are two sizes of crosses @ $20 & $15

each.  The flower arrangements are $15 each.

THANK YOU!

I would like to thank the family of Willa Kocher for their very generous and touching donation to the Mt.
Carmel Prayer Quilt Ministry of her sewing machine, sewing supplies and many, many quilt tops she’d been
working on.  As you can see from the photos, we’re already using the machine and working on some of her
unfinished projects which will then be given to people who would benefit from a quilted hug.  If anyone
would like to join us, we meet each Tuesday evening from 6:30-8:30 pm in the fellowship hall at Mt. Carmel.
You do not need to be a member of Mt. Carmel!

-Judi Halavanja (Prayer Quilt Ministry Coordinator)






