
   
 
 
 

     
 

WEEK OF DECEMBER 20, 2020 
 

 
 
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
 
I hope this finds you all well and staying safe and sane this Advent season.  We find ourselves in the 
third week of Advent already, and true to 2020 form, things are changing.  Last Saturday, the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania enacted new coronavirus mitigation measures aimed at slowing the 
spread of COVID-19.  The immediate impact to the church is that we are once again only gathering 
on-line—there is no in-person worship.  Once again we find ourselves adjusting to change and 
experiencing disruption.  True to the Advent season, it seems like the darkness is spreading.  We find 
ourselves, once again, needing to remain at home for the good of our communities and to help protect 
and care for front-line medical workers.  
 
As I mentioned above, we also find ourselves in the third week of Advent.  The candle we light on 
the wreath on the third Sunday is different, it is pink rather than purple.  It is because this Sunday is 
Gaudete Sunday.  Gaudete means “rejoice” in Latin.  Isaiah’s text in the lectionary readings for the 
third Sunday of Advent proclaims the hopeful anticipation we have as we await Christ’s return. 
Isaiah writes of comforting those who mourn, providing for those who grieve, anointing us with the 
oil of joy and clothing us with celebration clothes (Isaiah 61:1-4).  Gaudete Sunday reminds us of the 
paradox of the season—the shining light of Christ in the midst of growing darkness.  Not only do we 
celebrate light in the darkness, we also remember that those who mourn will be comforted, those who 
grieve will be provided for, joy will prevail over mourning and praise will issue from our lives rather 
than despair.  
 
So as we find ourselves mourning the many ways COVID has interrupted and disrupted our lives, we 
are reminded on this Gaudete Sunday of Advent, that God will make us joyful again.  We proclaim 
the Good News of great joy in Jesus Christ, born for us on Christmas.  
 
May the joy of Christ surround you as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, Immanuel, 
God with us. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Nick 
 
 
 
 
 



RETURN TO ONLINE ONLY WORSHIP 

The Session voted to suspend in-person worship and 
return to online only worship  through Sunday, 
January 3, 2021 and God-willing, will begin offering 
in-person worship again beginning Sunday, January 
10, 2021.  We will still plan to offer the in-person 
outdoor Christmas Eve service at 4:00 pm (weather 
permitting). 
 
This was not an easy decision for the Session to make.  We are proud of how well we have all 
behaved during in-person worship--everyone wearing masks, staying socially distant, not 
singing.  You all have done an absolutely marvelous job caring for each other and I am proud 
to be part of this church family.  We also recognize that churches are exempt from the state’s 
mitigation measures, but we believe it is our duty to care for the greater HOpewell 
community as well as all the members of our church family.  It is not the decision we wanted 
to make, but it is the decision we needed to make. 
 
Hopefully, making difficult decisions now will allow us all to gather together again sooner 
rather than later. 
 
So to summarize, all on-line worship from now through Sunday, January 3, 2021. 
Christmas Eve in-person outdoor worship at 4:00 pm (weather dependent). 
 
In Christ-Pastor Nick 

 

ZOOM INFO 
Sunday December 20 Worship 
Time: Dec 20, 2020 10:00 AM 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,7243783690#,,,,,,0#,,849087# US (New York) 
+13017158592,,7243783690#,,,,,,0#,,849087# US (Washington D.C) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 646 558 8656 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 
 

ADDRESS FOR FRANK WARYCK’S DAUGHTER, TRACI ANDERSON:   
750 Old Mill Creek Rd., Hookstown, PA  15050 
 
Scott & Sharon Neville’s address:  (Scott’s mom died) 
3106 Cleveland Ave., Aliquippa, PA  15001 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09


PLEASE KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS:   

 
CHRISTMAS CARD BOX:  Our Christmas card mailbox is in the Narthex, 

waiting for any cards you wish to send!  There will be a weatherproof 

container outside of the side entrance for you to drop off cards in a 

Covid-safe way if you aren’t coming to church right now.  The Deacons 

will take care of them for you!  Any that aren’t picked up by the Sunday 

before Christmas will be delivered by the Deacons. 

 

 

 

  From Evelyn Lawson 
I want to thank everyone for prayers this week. The first ER 
diagnosis was wrong. 
The second ER visit changed to a viral infection not a bacterial 
infection. I am feeling better, but weak. Please continue prayer. 
 

I found out this evening that our niece, Dian and our nephew Jim 
from Virginia both have COVID. Dian has been sick for over a 
week but is back home and doing well. Jim went into the hospital 
with breathing issues.  He was released from the hospital but is 
now back in with pneumonia. Also, please pray for our 
sister-in-law, Rosalie.... she's been taking care of Dian and now 
has COVID, as well.  Her symptoms are mild as of now. 
 

I have a praise...I went to my retina specialist for my regular 
macular degeneration injection and she told me I didn’t need one 
today because the fluid was gone!!!  I have to keep watch over it and return in 6 weeks or sooner if 
it flares up.  Thinking positive.  It hasn’t been dry in almost two years.  God is good.  Blessings to 
all this holy time of the year.  We miss everyone.  
 
In Christ, 
Evelyn Lawson 
 
From Brian Archer 
He got the okay for shots in his knee that will hopefully will work so he can avoid knee replacement 
surgery. 
Asking for unspecified prayers for Crystal & Mike Saxon. 
Prayers for our service men and women serving here and overseas 
 
Others to keep in prayer: 
Kathy Lee Tolfa--Prayer of praise for new grandson born.  
Also, new address is 406 W. Culton St., Warrensburg, MO 64093 

Scott Neville--prayers of peace and comfort for family after death of Scott's mom. 

Continued prayers for Ginny Adams who will undergo a 24-week treatment of Chemotherapy for 
breast cancer treatment after double mastectomy.  Treatment begins on Dec 29. 

Prayers for Dick Klein who will have surgery to repair some damage due to a bout of diverticulitis 
on Friday December 18.  

 
 



CHRISTMAS EVE/CHRISTMAS DAY/SUNDAY 

AFTER CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

We will be offering two different types of worship for 

Christmas Eve this year.   

● We will hold an outdoor candlelight service, weather 

permitting, at 4:00 pm.  

●  We will also be offering a live-streamed service at 

6:00 pm for those who choose that option (or if the 

weather does not cooperate!).  COMMUNION WILL BE OBSERVED AT THE VIRTUAL SERVICE 

 

A pre-recorded Christmas Day service on Zoom and YouTube will go live at 10:00 am. 

On December 27th there will be a pre-recorded  service that will go live at 10:00 am on YouTube and Zoom. 

Worship will be on-line through Sunday, January 3, 2021.  God-willing, we will begin offering in-person 

worship again on Sunday, January 10, 2021 
 

 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
Holly & William DiCicco 12/18 

Mark & Marsha Douglass 12/21 

Cherryl & Zbig Lachowicz 12/27 

Russell & Wendy Dameron 12/28 

Jason & Gina Arzberger 12/30 
 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Whitney Shaffer 12/3 

Shane McLynden 12/5 

Lynn Smith 12/6 

Russell, Wendy & Chandler Dameron 12/7 

Sherri Murdoch 12/9 

Roberta Smith 12/10 

Joyce Groves 12/12 

Dale Fouse 12/13 

Joe Glatz 12/13 

Betty Martin 12/17 

Mark Muslin 12/18 

Kristine Dameron 12/20 

Ken Strominger 12/20 

Kathy Fouse 12/21 

Kathy Lee Tolfa 12/25 

Mark Douglass 12/27 

Danny Palmer 12/29 

 



BECAUSE OF COVID, OUR HOLIDAY EVENTS HAD TO BE RETHOUGHT.   
WE HOPE YOU CAN ALL JOIN US IN A FEW ACTIVITIES! 

 

 

GINGERBREAD HOUSES:  Since we cannot meet in the church to have a meal 
and decorate our gingerbread houses, we’re asking that you make and 
decorate one at home and then post a picture on the church’s Facebook page.   
 

 

 

COOKIE BAZAAR:  We will be making 40 trays of approximately 10 different 
kinds of cookies this year.   
Cookie eaters!!!  We are taking orders from our church members for the 
trays.  They will be $20 each.  Who’s in?  So far we’ve sold about half of the 
cookie trays so don’t delay in placing your order!   
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO REACH OUT TO ME WITH ANY QUESTIONS! 
Here’s my contact information:  Sherri Murdoch, smurdoch206@gmail.com, 
724-561-9817     206 Ohioview St., Aliquippa, PA  15001   

 
FACE MASKS FOR THE CONGREGATION 
Bev Abate has made many new facemasks for the congregation.  There are 2 
sizes of children’s masks, as well as masks to fit men and women.  Some are 
made with Christmas materials and others are more neutral.  She will accept 
donations but she really does not require any reimbursement as it is her gift to 
the congregation. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM DECEMBER 8 MEETINGS 

● APPROVED THE LEASE CONTRACT FOR CARES OF WESTERN 
PA 

● APPROVED THE 2021 BUDGET 
● APPROVED CHRIS HURNI STAYING ON AS TREASURER 

HEADING INTO 2021 
● APPROVED MOVING THE DECEMBER COMMUNION DATE 

FROM THE 13TH TO THE 6:00 PM VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 
ON THE 24TH 

● APPROVED HOLDING ELECTION OF OFFICERS AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION AND 
CORPORATION TO REVIEW 2020 ANNUAL REPORTS ON JANUARY 31, 2021 

DECEMBER 11TH 2020 EMERGENCY ZOOM MEETING ACTIONS 

● APPROVED MOVING TO VIRTUAL WORSHIP STARTING SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13TH, 2020 THRU JANUARY 
3RD, 2021 AND RETURNING TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP ON JANUARY 10, 2021 IF THE WAY BE CLEAR. 

● APPROVED TO STILL HAVE THE 4:00 PM OUTDOOR CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE-WEATHER 
PERMITTING. 

I HOPE AND PRAY EVERYONE HAS A SAFE, HEALTHY AND BLESSED HOLIDAY SEASON-JOE GLATZ, CLERK 

mailto:smurdoch206@gmail.com




 



 


