
   
 
 

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2020 

 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. 

I hope this finds you well and staying safe and sane. 

Here we are—Labor Day weekend.  The end of one 

of the stranger summers in recent memory.  From 

continuing restrictions due to the coronavirus 

pandemic to the long, hot, dry spell.  From continuing protests and unrest as a result of the deaths of 

Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, and Jacob Blake to the devastating Derecho in Iowa and the midwest.  It 

does kind of feel like things are coming unraveled.  Yet this is not the first time we have experienced 

upheaval and growing division and fear in our country or the world for that matter.  John Ames, the main 

character in Marilynne Robinson’s book Gilead is a congregationalist minister in Iowa in the middle part of 

the 20th century who is writing a letter of reflections on life to his young son.  He is reflecting upon his 

experience of the Spanish Influenza pandemic and he writes, “People came to church wearing masks, if 

they came at all.  They’d sit as far from each other as they could.  There was talk that the Germans had 

caused it with some sort of secret weapon, and I think people wanted to believe that, because it saved them 

from reflecting on what other meaning it might have.”  Seems eerily familiar doesn’t it.  My point in 

highlighting this brief passage from Gilead is to say that we humans have been here before, or at least have 

been in a similar time before.  God was with us then and God is with us now.  As we tie the knot on summer 

2020 I want to encourage you all that God is with us.  I encourage us to reflect upon what meaning this has, 

what God is trying to communicate to us.  And I encourage us all to live fully, live gratefully, live joyfully in 

the time we are given. 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Nick 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 

 
Sunday September 6 Worship 

Time: Sep 6, 2020 10:00 AM  
  

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09 

Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 
One tap mobile 

+16465588656,,7243783690#,,,,,,0#,,849087# US (New York) 
+13017158592,,7243783690#,,,,,,0#,,849087# US (Germantown) 

  
Dial by your location 
        +1 646 558 8656  
        +1 301 715 8592  

Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 

 
 

 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SURVEY 

 
The Sunday School and the Small Group Ministry Teams are hard 
at work preparing for a new year of Christian formation 
opportunities.  This year will look different (surprise!) because of 
the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.  So we are hoping you can help 
us discern the style of Christian education and formation 
opportunities we should offer by completing the following Christian 
Education Survey.  Please take a moment to answer the following 
questions.  You can either call the church office or email your 
response if you are unable to answer the online Flocknote version 
of this important survey.   

 
1)  Are you interested in meeting for Christian Education (Sunday school, small group, Bible study, etc)? 

2)  If you have children, are you interested in them meeting for Sunday School? 

3)  What method of meeting are you comfortable with? 

a. Meeting on-line via Zoom. 

b. Meeting in person with a small group in the church building. 

c. Meeting in-person with a small group at my home/in a home. 

4)  What day and time works best for you? 

a. Sunday morning after worship. 

b. Sunday evening. 

c. Weekday morning. 

d. Weekday evening. 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09


 
 
 
 

 
 

PLEASE KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

● Prayers for schools, teachers, students, admin, boards of 
education, staff as schools continue opening up in the 
coming weeks. 

● Saxon family as they mourn the death of Michael Saxon's 
brother. 

● Adamski family as they mourn Chuck's death. 
● Prayers of healing and for patience for Donna Craig’s 

uncle, Bob Buzard, who had a cath/pacemaker placed 
this week. 

● Continued prayers for healing and strength for Wendi 
Rybicki as she continues with her breast cancer 
treatments. 

 
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Chris & Kristy Otto 9/2 Ed Burak 9/1 
Charles & Linda Hendrick 9/4 Michael Knox 9/2 
Ed & Evelyn Lawson 9/14 Karen Gartley 9/3 
Elizabeth & Alan Repman 9/15 Michael Saxon 9/5 
Donna & Mark Olexick 9/25 Pat Wozniak 9/10 
Richard & Eleanor Pike 9/26 Zachary Verostek 9/11 
Diane & Jack Gennaro 9/30 Ginny Adams 9/12 

Audrey Sokolovich 9/12 
Lois Davie 9/14 
Chris Hurni 9/15 
Charles Hendrick 9/17 
Karen Keller 9/17 
Alli Feszko 9/19 
Terri Owczarzak 9/20 
Nick Barth 9/22 
Linda Hendrick 9/22 
Parker Hoth 9/23 
Amber Tackac 9/25 
Emma DiCicco 9/26 
Kiara Kapton 9/28 
Ella Mae Spieker 9/28 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



LITTLE FREE PANTRY: We are requesting specific items this month for 

our Pantry.  Since school will soon be starting, we’re asking for "Back to Basics" for 
September.  Shampoo, bars of soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, men's and women's 
deodorant, feminine products and individually wrapped toilet paper. Notebooks, pens, 
pencils and crayons.  As always, everything can be found at the Dollar Tree.   

 
 

THANK YOU! 
Shirley Fluharty would like to thank everyone for the 

beautiful birthday cards she received.  You made her 

feel very loved! 

 
 

 

Labors of love 

Thomas Merton, an American monk, writer 

and social activist, said, “It is in the 

ordinary duties and labors of life that the 

Christian can and should develop his 

spiritual union with God.” As the United 

States observes Labor Day, may we find 

meaning not simply in marking summer’s 

end but in celebrating the ways nearly all “duties and labors of life” can empower 

ministry and faith. 

 

Whether as a dentist, parent, artist, teacher, mechanic, gardener, city councilor, 

farmer, day laborer, attorney or anything else, a Christian can begin each workday 

or shift by praying for opportunities to serve whoever they’ll encounter. We also can 

pray for and seek ways to grow in “spiritual union with God”: cultivating spiritual 

fruits; actively loving God and neighbor; seeing Jesus in the vulnerable; practicing 

humility, gratitude and praise. 

 

In Labor Day, may we find inspiration to make all our labors loving and faithful! 

 
 



 






