
Week of October 10 -- October 16, 2021

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

I want to begin this letter with an apology.  I have been distracted since late-July
2020 and I feel like that distraction has had a negative impact on my ministry with
you all in our Ohio Church family.  I am sorry.

I want to also explain why I have been distracted since late-July 2020.  At the July
2020 Presbytery meeting I was accused by the Rev. Tega Swann, the former pastor
of Refreshing Springs Mission Church and a member of the Beaver Butler
Presbytery, as being racist and in colluding to close her former congregation.  At the July 2020 Beaver Butler Presbytery
meeting, the Rev. Swann ranted and raved about me, as well as other leadership of the Presbytery.  The reason I was in
the crosshairs is because I had been working with the Refreshing Springs Session as its moderator since October 2019
after Rev. Swann left the church to relocate to Detroit, MI.  During that time I led the Session in articulating its mission
and vision and we began having conversations about how to work toward their mission and vision in the most
cost-effective way possible.  Then the COVID-19 Pandemic shut everything down and our conversations ended.  A
report in the July 2020 Presbytery packet made note of these conversations and Rev. Swann interpreted it as I and the
Presbytery were attempting to close Refreshing Springs Mission Church.  This is false.

After that meeting, Presbytery leaders and I were subjected to emails and social media posts accusing us of racism and
generally disparaging us as awful human beings who do not care for the church, God’s people or Refreshing Springs.
Again, nothing could be further from the truth.    Every attempt to meet with Rev. Swann and the Refreshing Springs
Mission Church Session were rebuffed or ignored.  Instead, Rev. Swann proceeded to divide the congregation and drove
away those elders and members who did not support her actions and her presence in the congregation (which was a clear
and egregious violation of the Book of Order).  This continued until January 2021 when the Beaver Butler Presbytery
approved the appointment of an Administrative Commission to assume original jurisdiction over the Refreshing Springs
Session, at which point Rev. Swann and the Refreshing Springs Session filed a complaint against the Presbytery with the
Synod and a stay of enforcement was issued until the Synod Permanent Judicial Council could try the case and make a
ruling.  That Trial occurred Saturday, October 2, 2021.  The Permanent Judicial Council ruled that the Presbytery had
the right to appoint the Administrative Commission and shortly after the ruling, the Rev. Tega Swann renounced the
jurisdiction of the Church and left the Presbyterian Church (USA).  This means she will no longer be an ordained
minister in the Presbyterian Church (USA) nor will she be able to be a member of any PC(USA) congregation.  All
further investigations and disciplinary matters related to Rev. Swann ended with her renunciation.  There are many,
many other details but I wanted to give a quick account of what has occurred and give a sense of the burden it has
placed on me and many others in the Presbytery.

During this time I struggled with depression which manifested in an emotional malaise, sleeplessness and total lack of
energy.  I sought counseling to help work through these issues.  My depression negatively impacted my family and I
know it negatively impacted my ministry with my Ohio Church family.  I ask for your grace and patience as I heal,
especially now that it is all over.  I feel as if a great burden has been lifted from my shoulders, but I am exhausted.  But I
am greatly encouraged by you all and I ask for your prayers for recovery.  I already feel more “normal” but know I still
have some healing and recovery to do.  I look forward to working alongside you in ministry and mission here at Ohio
Church without the distraction and pain of Tega Swann.

In Christ,

Pastor Nick



On Sunday October 10, Ohio Church will participate in the National Faith & Blue Weekend with the
Hopewell Township Police Department.  Hopewell PD officers will participate in Sunday School with
the children and then be available to chat with church members as well as community members after
worship.  The Hopewell PD will also be collecting food for the Little Food Pantry.

.



CONGRATULATIONS!!
Introducing

Isaac Martin Feszko
Born on 9/30/2021 at 5:04pm

Weighing in at 9lbs 7oz.
22.5 in.

MISSIONS

Minute for Mission--by Bev Abate for Mars Home for Youth on Sunday, October 17 to raise money for
Christmas and Easter gifts.  Loose offering will go to this program.

Communicycle--The Ministry Support Team is sponsoring a morning at Communicycle on Saturday, October
23 from 9am to 12pm at 609 Pennsylvania Ave., Monaca, PA 15061.  No experience is necessary to help with
the bicycle repairs.  If you have questions contact Karen Keller at 724-683-5139.  Please sign up in the
narthex or on the mission bulletin board opposite Nancy’s office.



Zoom Meeting

Topic: Sunday October 10 Worship
Time: Oct 10, 2021 10:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtD
Zz09

Meeting ID: 724 378 3690
Passcode: 849087
One tap mobile
+16465588656,,7243783690#,,,,*849087# US (New York)
+13017158592,,7243783690#,,,,*849087# US (Washington DC)

Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)

Meeting ID: 724 378 3690
Passcode: 849087
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kc6FN2co4n

PRAYER REQUESTS
● Craig Bokor--Continued prayers for the Croner family as they mourn Sean’s death.  Prayers for wife and two

children left behind.  Also prayers of thanksgiving that God is present in the community as witnessed through
financial, prayer and emotional support for the family.

● Kristy Otto--prayers for her boss Raul who is on a ventilator due to COVID.  Prayers of healing for him and
prayers of comfort and strength for family.

● Jennifer Davis--Prayers of joy for Evelyn Lawson who is healing nicely from carpal tunnel surgery and prayers of
thanksgiving that her back is feeling much better.  Prayers of joy and thanksgiving that Lily Otto and Camden
Hoth were both selected as students of the month.

● Rich Palmer--Prayers for friend Rich Dickhart who is in the ICU with COVID
● Prayers of joy for the Feszko family as Alli gave birth to a healthy baby boy, Isaac Martin Feszko, on 9/30/2021 at

5:04pm.



Little Free Pantry News

Orange items for October, such as carrots, orange slices etc. You can find these items at the Dollar
Tree, Dollar General, Walmart, Aldi’s or on sale at any grocery store.

Anniversaries Birthdays Birthdays Birthdays

Nancy & Kevin Hribar 10/11 Tom Owczarzak 10/03 Shanna Rastetter 10/12 Lillian Otto 10/19

James & Elaine Verostek 10/14 Patrick Gregory 10/08 Janis Lewis 10/13 Peggy Franzese 10/20

Caitlin & Nick Colesar 10/15 Eleanor Pike 10/08 Breyson Hoth 10/14 Evelyn Moss 10/20

Jeff & Jennifer Davis 10/16 Alaina Stroud 10/08 Brittany Smith 10/16 Andrew Shaffer 10/22

Scott & Sharon Neville 10/16 Lois Dancer 10/09 Patti Strominger 10/18 Keith Murdoch 10/24

Susan & Larry Palochak 10/23 Lois Kearns 10/10 Calliope Hoth 10/19 Trent Nan 10/29

William Arzberger
10/12

Kenneth Kearns 10/19

Church Leaders Needed
The Nominating Committee is in search of a new group of members to become a part of the Session &
Deacons for the 2022 Term.  Your church needs you, now more than ever as we continue to navigate these

new and interesting times, and I can’t stress enough how important these
positions are to the continued life and advancement of our church.

If you feel a calling to join either of these teams, please reach out to Chris
Otto (cco107@hotmail.com) or 412-722-5325.

Liturgist Sign Ups
As we are returning to normal in our worship, we need weekly

liturgists.  Please sign up at the following link:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c4aa4aa23a7fa7-liturgist3
Or see Rich Palmer and he can add you to the list.  Most dates are open through December 2021.
Blessings!

mailto:cco107@hotmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c4aa4aa23a7fa7-liturgist3


Calendar of Events

● Sunday School
○ Children PreK-grade 6 during Worship
○ Adult class in the Library @ 9am

● Children's Christmas Musical Practice-- Sundays @
9-9:45am

● Choir Sings-- October 17, October 31
● Choir Rehearsal--following worship on October 31
● New Member Class-Sunday, October 10 following worship Contact the office if you are interested in

attending and joining.  724-378-3690 or office@ohiochurch.com
● Youth Group--Sunday October 10 & Sunday, October 24 @ 6-7:30 Grades 5 - 12
● Faith and Blue Weekend--Sunday, October 10 @ 10am-12pm
● Session-Tuesday, October 12 @6pm
● Deacon’s Meeting- Tuesday, October 12 @6:30pm
● Minute for MIssion- for Mars Home for Youth, Sunday, October 17
● Deborah Circle-Monday, October 18 @6:30pm
● Small Group-Wednesday, October 20 @6:30
● Communicycle-Saturday, October 23 @9am-12pm
● Hopewell Band Booster Pancake Breakfast-Saturday, October 23

Do not be anxious about anything,
but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests

to God.  And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds

in Christ Jesus.
-Philippians 4:6-7

mailto:office@ohiochurch.com


Women’s Association Opportunities

In 2020, the Women’s Association decided to put the Funeral Dinner Ministry on hiatus.  It was with
sad hearts that we were unable to provide this very important ministry to so many families.This
included Harriet’s, whose passion was running the funeral dinners.  We are ready to begin once
again to provide this support to the congregation.

Funeral Luncheons Committee
Spreading God’s love by providing a comforting meal and a time of fellowship for individuals in their

time of need.

The funeral luncheon ministry serves the members of Ohio UP Church during their difficult time of
loss.  Willing volunteers are needed who will agree to donate a dessert or salad for a funeral
luncheon.  A list of names has been generated over the years, but due to time and circumstance we
feel that this list needs to be updated.  When possible, volunteers are called several days before the
luncheon.  They are asked if they can donate one item and deliver it to the church the day of the
funeral.  Arrangements can be made to have items picked up or dropped off at a more convenient
time.  The committee tries to call different people each time.  The committee would also like to have
willing volunteers to help serve the luncheons and/or perform clean up duties.  Many hands make
light work.

Our ministry is called on short notice at times, so it is important to remember that we need timely
responses.   The beauty of a long list enables our volunteers to pass if they are too busy or unable
to donate.  Anyone wishing to join our committee or join the list of potential volunteers may do so by
contacting Chris Hurni at c.hurni@comcast.net or on my cell at 412-414-9182. You can also contact
the church office at 724-378-3690.

mailto:c.hurni@comcast.net



