
Hello Ohio Church family, 
 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in these unprecedented times.  I 
have been thinking a lot about the wilderness wanderings of the Israelites this week.  For the Hebrew peo-
ple the wilderness was a physical place--the wilderness of the Arabian peninsula between Egypt and modern 
day Israel/Palestine.  But the wilderness was also a state of mind.  It is the state of mind of being thrust into 
a place of uncertainty in which has a yet undetermined ending.  This uncertainty is unlike anything else 
many have ever experienced.  Perhaps there are brothers- and sisters-in-Christ who have been journeying 
through a terminal illness who can guide the rest of us.  Perhaps there are those who are journeying with 
Parkinsons or MS or FA or any number of illnesses without a cure who can show us the way with their wis-
dom and strength.   
 

I have found this state of wilderness to be such a powerful metaphor for our current moment, especially 
since we are in the season of Lent.  We do not know how long schools and businesses will be closed.  We do 
not know how long social distancing and self-quarantines will last.  We do not know much.  Again, I imagine 
the Hebrew people, wandering through the wilderness, following the pillar of fire by night and the pillar of 
cloud by day felt similar.  They did not know how long they would be following God as they made their way 
to the Land of Promise.   
 

During the Wilderness wanderings, the Hebrew people learned to radically depend upon God for every-
thing.  For direction.  For water.  For food.  Each year, Lent provides us with an opportunity to repent and 
turn towards relying upon God.  But this year, we actually have to radically rely upon God for emotional and 
spiritual sustenance.  It is easy to go through the motions, saying we are going to give things up during Lent 
in order to focus our attention upon and return to God, but then not really do it.  Not this year.  This year we 
actually have to do what we said we will do.  And that can be very difficult.  Especially when we do not really 
know how long our Lenten season of wilderness wanderings will last.  But what an amazing, once-in-a-
lifetime (I hope) opportunity to really, truly radically depend upon God.   
 

I do not know how long all of this will last.  I do not know how long we will be wandering in the wilderness 
together.  And that is okay.  It is okay not to be in control.  It is not easy, but it is necessary for our spiritual 
maturation.  This I do know--God will provide all we need and even more.  God will be with us in the wilder-
ness.  We will not be alone.  May the words of the Psalmist be our prayer today and each day. 
 

I am confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.  Wait for the LORD; be 
strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.   Psalm 27:13-14 
 

Pastor Nick 



ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED AT THIS TIME DUE TO THE 

COVID-19 VIRUS.  WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US FOR DAILY PRAYERS AND SUNDAY 

WORSHIP THROUGH FACEBOOK LIVE AND/OR ZOOM. 

 

HOW TO JOIN IN WORSHIP WITH ZOOM 

The following are all of the Zoom meeting log-in information for the week of March 23-29. 

9:30 am Daily Morning Prayer 

Join Zoom Meeting via computer or cell phone app 
https://zoom.us/j/145645429 

Meeting ID: 145 645 429 
 

Landline telephone number 
        1 646 558 8656  

Meeting ID: 145 645 429 

 

Sunday March 29 Worship 10 am 
Join Zoom Meeting via computer or cell phone app 

https://zoom.us/j/7243783690 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 

 
Landline telephone number 

        1 312 626 6799 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 

 

We hope you are able to worship with us this new way while we are adjusting to this period in 
our country.  If you have any questions you can contact Pastor Nick. 

https://zoom.us/j/145645429
https://zoom.us/j/7243783690




Lenten Mission Project 

 

 

 

Our next schedule collection day is 
Palm Sunday.  We will let you know if 

services have resumed by then. 

Thank you for your generous dona-
tions!  So far we have raised $864.00 

Pictured below are some of the sea 

shell crosses that Bev Abate has made 

from shells she collected on Sannibel 

Island.  The cost of each cross is $20 and 

the proceeds from the sale will go to-

ward providing Easter baskets for the 

children residing at Mars Home for 

Youth.  If you are interested in purchas-

ing one or more of them, please call the 

church office and ask me which ones 

are still available, so I can set them 

aside for you.   -Judi 



SOMETHING TO DO WHILE WE’RE STUCK INSIDE! 



JUST FOR FUN WHILE YOU’RE STAYING SAFE INDOORS! 


