
WE RETURN TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
THIS SUNDAY AT 10:00 AM!    

     
Week of January 31, 2021 
 

 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

I hope this finds you all well and staying safe and sane.  This weekend we will be having 
our annual congregational meeting after worship.  Due to complications from 
coronavirus, we are combining our November congregational meeting to elect officers 
and congregational members of the nominating committee into our January meeting 
which presents the annual report from the previous year.  As with all things this past year, 
the annual congregational meeting will be a bit different.  In years past we have gathered 
for the meeting and lunch after worship on Sunday.  However, due to the pandemic, we 
will not be gathering for lunch.  We will be gathering together after the worship service on 
Sunday.  We will be gathering in-person as well as via Zoom.   

The Zoom format allows members who do not feel comfortable gathering in-person to 
still gather to vote, ask questions and have their voices heard.  Facebook does not allow 
interaction like Zoom does, which is why the annual congregational meeting will not be 
live-streamed to Facebook.  The only way to participate on-line is through Zoom.  Zoom 
also allows members to join the meeting via telephone—you do not need to have an 
internet connection to participate.  Simply call the long-distance number provided in the 
Zoom meeting information provided in the newsletter and worship bulletin and you will 
be able to hear and participate with the meeting.   

We will be voting on important matters in the life of the church, such as the pastor’s 
terms of call as well as whether to take out a loan to continue building improvement 
projects (information on the loan and the projects are included in this newsletter as well 
as the annual congregational meeting packet).  Please plan to attend.  I look forward to 
seeing you all on Sunday. 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Nick 

 
 
 
 

 
 



ZOOM INFO  
             Sunday January 31 Worship and Congregational Meeting 

Jan 31, 2021 10:00 AM 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,7243783690#,,,,*849087# US (New York) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 646 558 8656 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 
 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

Carl Gartley 2/2 
Kevin Reese 2/2 
Linda Duganich 2/4 
Dawn Psik 2/4 
Christi Fouse 2/6 
Eric Rastetter 2/6 
Dolores Skinner 2/6 
Homer Summy 2/6 
Pastor Nick 2/9 
Noah Repman 2/9 
Ken Gregory 2/11 
Weston Shaffer 2/12 
Crystal Saxon 2/13 
Jonah Honess 2/14 
Marloe Rastetter 2/15 
Michael Colesar 2/16 
Diane Gennaro 2/18 
Noah Honess 2/21 
Tanner Lewis 2/21 
Martha Piroli 2/22 
Trevis Gregory 2/23 
Sharon Neville 2/24 
Mary Blanchard 2/26 
Nathan Cronin 2/26 
Richard Pike 2/26 
Corinna Petrella 2/28 
 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09


JOYS AND CONCERNS:   
Please be in prayer for the following concerns: 

● Prayers for the Faiella Family as they mourn the passing of Mark due to 
COVID.  Prayers for all families who have lost a loved one due to the 
COVID pandemic. 

● Prayers of healing and safety for front-line workers, teachers, students 
and school staff and administrators. 

● Prayers of energy and perseverance for all as the pandemic continues to 
disrupt lives and communities. 

● Continued prayers of healing, peace and comfort for those fighting 
various sicknesses. 

● Wendi Rybicki 
● Ginny Adams 
● Michael and Crystal Saxon 
● Betty Lou Conrad has been admitted to Allegheny General Hospital so please keep her in prayer. 
● Prayers of joy and longevity for Hannah Palochak and Curt Lanctot on the occasion of their marriage. 
● Prayers of peace and comfort for Trudy Boggs as she settles in after moving to live with daughter Sandy in Virginia.  

(New address: 1166 Leon Rd., Culpeper, VA  22701   kept her phone #: 724-683-9103) 
● From Janice Adamski: “Could I ask for Prayers for my Grandson the Policeman in Washington Pa he has Covid not in 

the Hospital but real sick he and his wife have two little girls now baby 2 months old”  

JOIN PASTOR NICK FOR A MONTH-LONG STUDY IN-PERSON ON WEDNESDAYS BEGINNING 
FEBRUARY 3RD ON: 

DIFFICULT TEXTS: CONFRONTING WHAT THE BIBLE REALLY 
SAYS ABOUT POVERTY, AUTHORITY, AND THE STATUS QUO 

THE KELSO COMMUNITY CONVERSATION ON RACE AND FAITH 
DATES 
Wednesdays, Feb. 3, 10, 17, and 24, 2021, 7:30-9:00 p.m. ET 

OVERVIEW 
From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible proclaims justice and prosperity 
for the poor: the Exodus is a founding story of God being on the side of 
the poor and oppressed, the Deuteronomic Code offers 
commandments that say that how you care for your neighbor is how 
you honor God, the prophets denounce oppressing the poor, the gospels proclaim bringing good news to the poor, 
and Paul’s epistles instruct the Jesus followers to offer mutual solidarity through the collection for the poor. 

Nevertheless, the Bible is often interpreted in ways that justify inaction in the face of poverty, state that poverty is 
eternal, and claim that if God wanted to end poverty, God would do so. Rarely in our public discussion or our 
congregations is there reference to the truly radical economic teachings of the Bible and the call for abundant life 
for absolutely all. 

Join The Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis, director of the Kairos Center for Religions, Rights, and Social Justice at Union 
Theological Seminary and co-chair of the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival for this 
four-part Bible study. Sessions will include attention to “the poor will be with you always,” “if you do not work, you 
shall not eat,” “render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s,” and other biblical roadblocks for a more just society. Come 
engage in rich discussion of what the Bible really says about the poor, prosperity, and justice and what we are 
called to do in this moment in history about it.  This event is supported by the James A. Kelso Endowment and 
co-sponsored by Pittsburgh Seminary’s Office of Continuing Education and Metro-Urban Institute. 



Building Improvement Update from Property Team 

On Tuesday, January 12, Session voted to approve the next phase of building 
improvements here at Ohio Church.  Their plan is to improve three more areas 
of the building.  The first area will be the addition of an ADA Family bathroom in 
the Fellowship Hall.  It will be located where the stage is located, adjacent to 
the nursery to allow easy access from the nursery to the bathroom.  The 
bathroom will include a wall-hung changing table as well as a child toilet and an 
adult toilet.  This project will require the removal of the stage in the Fellowship 
Hall.  

The second area of improvement is installing new tile floors.  The new commercial vinyl tile will be 
installed in the Fellowship Hall, the Fellowship Hall lift access room, the lower hallway and the upper 
hallway.  New carpet will also be installed in the nursery. 

The third area of improvement is installing a new energy efficient central Air Conditioning system in the 
administrative wing of the building.  This will eliminate the need to install window A/C units every year in 
the offices, will help keep the entire building more comfortable during the summer, and keep the humidity 
down in the lower level.  

Session approved taking out a $75,000 loan through the Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program 
(PILP).  PILP is a lending institution within the Presbyterian Church (USA) that specializes in building 
loans for congregations and who provides much more flexible terms than commercial banks.  Certain 
projects and even portions of larger projects can even qualify for interest rate reductions—ADA 
accessibility improvements qualify for 1% interest deduction for example.  More information can be found 
here:  https://pilp.pcusa.org/ 

Ultimately, the loan application will require a vote by the congregation which will occur at the January 31 
congregational meeting.  It also requires approval by the Presbytery, which will vote upon the application 
at its January 23 meeting. 

Our plan is once financing is received projects can begin in Feb or March and be completed by June 
2021.  We also encourage the congregation to continue designating an additional $35 each month to the 
building fund.  Over the past 4 years you all have contributed $132,148 to the building fund for an 
average of $33,037 contributed per year.  At our current levels of giving, we will be able to pay off the 
loan in less than 3 years.  

If you have questions or comments, please contact Pastor Nick at the church.  We look forward to the 
congregational vote on January 31 and we hope and pray you will approve of our plan. 

See the proposed bathroom plans on the next page. 

 

 

 

https://pilp.pcusa.org/


PROPOSED PLANS FOR FAMILY BATHROOM IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 



 




