
 

Week of January 17, 2021 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
 

I was hoping and praying that the new year would begin a bit more 
subdued than the previous year, but the events of last week have built upon the unprecedented year of 
2020.  The events at the US Capitol Building on Wednesday, January 6, 2021 have left a haunting imprint 
upon my soul.  I have wrestled with how to address the blatant violence and juvenile behavior on display.  I am 
saddened and disgusted, yet I also feel emotionally overwhelmed after the last ten months.  The constant 
changes to schedules and life due to the pandemic, the constant decision making, trying to figure out how to 
faithfully lead a church in a pandemic (there was no class in seminary about that) has left me exhausted, and I 
imagine it has left many of you exhausted as well.  Much has changed, much is continuing to change and it 
feels like the exhaustion from all the change is resulting in apathy.  I want to care and I know I should care, but 
the kids need help with school at home, dinner needs to be cooked, dishes need cleaning, safety protocols need 
to be updated, decisions on whether to open or close need to be re-made…  I say all this to say, it is ok to feel 
overwhelmed.  It is also ok to feel angry.  It is ok to feel frustrated.  We don’t need to feel guilty for feeling 
what we feel.  Fred Rogers taught many of us that feelings are good and that if they are mentionable, they are 
manageable.  If we can talk about our feelings, then we can work through them.  So, how are you feeling?  How 
are you really feeling?   
 

It is clear that there are many in the country who feel angry, who feel neglected, who feel they do not have a 
voice.  And these people acted their feelings out in violent and destructive ways.  It seems clear that they did 
not have people in their lives who cared about them enough to teach them to talk about their feelings or model 
how to use their feelings in constructive and peaceful ways.  It can be tempting to point fingers at “them” and 
blame “them” for problems.  It can be tempting to react to “them” with equal or greater amounts of force.  Yet, 
violence begets violence.  And it sure appears that we have an addiction to violence in our country. 
 

And so, the events at the US Capitol on January 6 have gotten me thinking a lot about Fred Rogers.  In times 
of violence, destruction, disaster and uncertainty, Rogers famously encourages people to “find the 
helpers.”  Rather than demonizing “those people” I find it more constructive to find and highlight and lift up 
the helpers.  People like Rear Admiral Margaret Grun Kibben, the chaplain to the US House of 
Representatives.  Rev. Kibben, a PC(USA) minister was sworn in as the US House Chaplain on Sunday January 
3, and three days later found herself ministering to many frightened US Representatives.  Her story can be 
found here:  https://religionnews.com/2021/01/09/house-chaplain-siege/ 
 

Another story of a helper is that of Representative Andy Kim, D-NJ, who spent an hour and a half filling six 
trash bags full of debris and litter from the people who stormed the Capitol.  Here is the story of someone who 
used his feelings of anger, sadness, disappointment, pain, for something constructive.  He modeled peace rather 
than violence.  His story can be found here: https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/behind-viral-
photo-rep-andy-kim-cleaning-midnight-after-riots-n1253519 
 

We all have feelings and no matter how you are feeling right now, your feelings are good.  You can talk 
through your feelings.  We do not have to respond with violence, but we can respond with peace, with building 
up rather than tearing down.  We can respond by being a helper.  My prayer is that we look for the helpers, 
that we share the stories of the helpers, and that we become the helpers.  How is God calling you to be a 
helper? 
 

In Christ-Pastor Nick 
 

https://religionnews.com/2021/01/09/house-chaplain-siege/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/behind-viral-photo-rep-andy-kim-cleaning-midnight-after-riots-n1253519
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/behind-viral-photo-rep-andy-kim-cleaning-midnight-after-riots-n1253519


WHERE ARE MY CHURCH OFFERING ENVELOPES? 
Several of you have asked where your 2021 offering envelopes are.  Chris Hurni, our 
church treasurer, contacted the company who sends them out and she was told that 
they are delayed in arriving to you due to the high volume of mail the postal service is 
handling.  They assured her that they would arrive, but could give her no firm date. 

 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS:   
Please be in prayer for the following concerns: 

• For Joe Glatz’s mom, Nancy Glatz, who fell and broke the femur bone 
in her leg this past weekend.  She had surgery to repair the break on 
Tuesday and is recovering at Heritage Valley-Beaver. 

• For Michael Saxon, who is in the hospital.  We are not sure at this time 
why he was admitted. 

• For Crystal Saxon, who has been sick.   
• For Michael Knox’s dad.  He is having surgery at 2:45 pm today (Wednesday) and it’s expected to last 

for 5 hours.  The surgery is to remove the bladder, which has tumors, some lymph nodes and his 
prostrate, to eliminate any further cancer issues.  Please be in prayer for the Knox family as well. 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  
Paul Hurni  1/10  Everitt Laird, Jr.  1/25 
Bob Keller  1/12  Megan Hunsberger 1/25 
Eric Nan  1/12   
Camden Hoth 1/17 
Michelle Sebastian 1/18 
Brian Archer 1/19 
Belinda Nolte 1/20 
Judi Halavanja 1/21 
Pacey Bokor  1/22 
Simon Hunsberger1/22 
Rich Kerlin  1/22 
Jacob Cagnon 1/23 
Betty Lou Conrad 1/23 

 
 
ZOOM INFO: 
Sunday January 17 Worship 
Jan 17, 2021 10:00 AM  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,7243783690#,,,,*849087# US (New York) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 646 558 8656  

Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09


LITTLE FREE PANTRY NEWS 

HAPPY “SOUP” YEAR! 
For January we’re asking for donations of cans of tomato, mushroom and 
chicken noodle soups, as well as Ramen noodle and cup o’ noodle soups. 

Thanks! 

LOST AND FOUND:  EYEGLASSES 
Sharon Neville found this pair of children’s prescription glasses in the 
nursery today.  If they belong to someone in your family, they are 
currently in the church office.   

 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION-JANUARY 31 
Our Annual Congregational Meeting to elect & install our officers (since no 

meeting was held in November due to COVID restrictions), and to review the 
Annual Report for 2020 will be held on Sunday, January 31, 2021 after 

worship.  This will also be our first Sunday back in worship.  If you have any 
reports to share for the Annual Report, please submit it to Judi in the church office 

no later than Sunday, January 17th. 
 

 
 

BREAKDOWN OF PER CAPITA FOR 2021: 

• $29.44 annual contribution to support 
Presbytery infrastructure necessary for 
mission in Beaver & Butler counties. 

• $2.40 annual contribution to the Synod, 
which consists of 16 Presbyteries across 
Pennsylvania, and parts of West 
Virginia and Ohio. 

• $8.98 annual contribution to the Office 
of General Assembly, which supports 
our Synods, Presbyteries and over 
10,000 congregations 

• TOTAL=$40.82 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Building Improvement Update from Property Team 
 
On Tuesday, January 12, Session voted to approve the next 
phase of building improvements here at Ohio Church.  Their 
plan is to improve three more areas of the building.  The first 
area will be the addition of an ADA Family bathroom in the 
Fellowship Hall.  It will be located where the stage is located, 
adjacent to the nursery to allow easy access from the nursery to 
the bathroom.  The bathroom will include a wall-hung changing 
table as well as a child toilet and an adult toilet.  This project will 
require the removal of the stage in the Fellowship Hall.   
 
The second area of improvement is installing new tile 
floors.  The new commercial vinyl tile will be installed in the Fellowship Hall, the Fellowship Hall lift access 
room, the lower hallway and the upper hallway.  New carpet will also be installed in the nursery. 
 
The third area of improvement is installing a new energy efficient central Air Conditioning system in the 
administrative wing of the building.  This will eliminate the need to install window A/C units every year in the 
offices, will help keep the entire building more comfortable during the summer, and keep the humidity down in 
the lower level.   
 
Session approved taking out a $75,000 loan through the Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program 
(PILP).  PILP is a lending institution within the Presbyterian Church (USA) that specializes in building loans for 
congregations and who provides much more flexible terms than commercial banks.  Certain projects and even 
portions of larger projects can even qualify for interest rate reductions—ADA accessibility improvements 
qualify for 1% interest deduction for example.  More information can be found here:  https://pilp.pcusa.org/ 
Ultimately, the loan application will require a vote by the congregation which will occur at the January 31 
congregational meeting.  It also requires approval by the Presbytery, which will vote upon the application at its 
January 23 meeting. 
 
Our plan is once financing is received projects can begin in Feb or March and be completed by June 2021.  We 
also encourage the congregation to continue designating an additional $35 each month to the building 
fund.  Over the past 4 years you all have contributed $132,148 to the building fund for an average of $33,037 
contributed per year.  At our current levels of giving, we will be able to pay off the loan in less than 3 years.   
 
If you have questions or comments, please contact Pastor Nick at the church.  We look forward to the 
congregational vote on January 31 and we hope and pray you will approve of our plan. 

See the proposed bathroom plans on the next page. 

 

 

 

https://pilp.pcusa.org/


PROPOSED PLANS FOR FAMILY 
BATHROOM IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 
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