
Week of February 14, 2021 
 

 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ! 

I hope this finds you all well and staying safe and sane.  The seasons continue to march forward 
despite all of the disruption wrought in our world by the COVID-19 pandemic.  Next week we 
begin the season of Lent on Wednesday, February 17.  I do find it comforting that despite all the 
changes (and the continuing changes) COVID-19 has introduced to our world, it has not disrupted 
the orderliness of the seasons in God’s world.  As we look forward to the season of Lent beginning, 
I am reminded God is a God of order.  From the beginning He has been creating order and light 
out of disorder, chaos and darkness.   

We will also be beginning a new sermon series during Lent.  Throughout the season of Lent we will 
reflect upon a key theological concept in the life of God’s people.  We will look at covenant. 
Specifically we will see that covenants are similar to contracts but they are distinctive in very 
important ways.  Contracts are built on distrust, protecting ourselves from liability if the other 
person doesn’t hold up his or her end of the bargain.  Yet healthy human development and 
relationships are built on trust.  Trust becomes possible only when we willfully and lovingly yield 
all authority and power and make ourselves vulnerable.  A covenant is an ultimate expression of 
commitment.  And we will see through the season of Lent God expressing His commitment  to 
humanity through entering into covenant with us.  Covenant is more than simply a theological 
concept to 'learn about’.  It is a relationship to be lived.  It is experienced through our choices we 
make concerning others.  God freely offers Himself to us, exposing Himself to vulnerability in 
relationship with us, and showing us what it looks like to be truly and fully alive.  We will see that 
God keeps His promises with us and we will see and experience the sovereign faithfulness of God. 
I look forward to seeing you and being transformed by the Holy Spirit with you as we worship God 
together. 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Nick 

 

 

 



 
  

 
 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

Carl Gartley 2/2 
Kevin Reese 2/2 
Linda Duganich 2/4 
Dawn Psik 2/4 
Christi Fouse 2/6 
Eric Rastetter 2/6 
Dolores Skinner 2/6 
Homer Summy 2/6 
Pastor Nick 2/9 
Noah Repman 2/9 
Ken Gregory 2/11 
Weston Shaffer 2/12 
Crystal Saxon 2/13 
Jonah Honess 2/14 
Marloe Rastetter 2/15 
Michael Colesar 2/16 
Diane Gennaro 2/18 
Noah Honess 2/21 
Tanner Lewis 2/21 
Martha Piroli 2/22 
Trevis Gregory 2/23 
Sharon Neville 2/24 
Mary Blanchard 2/26 
Nathan Cronin 2/26 
Richard Pike 2/26 
Corinna Petrella 2/28 

 

 

Zoom Info for Sunday 2/14 Zoom Info for Ash Wednesday 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk
3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09 

Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 

One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,7243783690#,,,,*849087# US (New York) 

Dial by your location 
        +1 646 558 8656 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 

Time: Feb 17, 2021 06:30 PM 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3
WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,7243783690#,,,,*849087# US (New York) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 646 558 8656 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09


JOYS AND CONCERNS:   

● Joys 
Donna Craig's mom, sister and brother in law, Shirley, Jen 
Davis' mom all able to get COVID vaccine. 

● Cate Colesar--new nephew. mom and baby are doing well. 
Concerns 

● Gennaro family as Jack continues chemotherapy and Jimmy 
(son) is looking at surgery #4 this week to help repair leg 
which was crushed by a steel beam at work. 

● Shaffer family as they continue to fight COVID (Andrew is 
feeling better, Whitney has it).  Prayers kiddos do not get it. 

● Prayers for Donna Olexick as she heals from kidney stone procedure. 

 

JOIN PASTOR NICK FOR A MONTH-LONG STUDY IN-PERSON ON WEDNESDAYS  

DIFFICULT TEXTS: CONFRONTING WHAT THE BIBLE REALLY SAYS ABOUT POVERTY, AUTHORITY, 
AND THE STATUS QUO 

THE KELSO COMMUNITY CONVERSATION ON RACE AND FAITH 
DATES 
Wednesdays, Feb. 17, and 24, 2021, 7:30-9:00 p.m. ET 

OVERVIEW 
From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible proclaims justice and prosperity 
for the poor: the Exodus is a founding story of God being on the side of 
the poor and oppressed, the Deuteronomic Code offers 
commandments that say that how you care for your neighbor is how 
you honor God, the prophets denounce oppressing the poor, the 
gospels proclaim bringing good news to the poor, and Paul’s epistles 
instruct the Jesus followers to offer mutual solidarity through the 
collection for the poor. 

Nevertheless, the Bible is often interpreted in ways that justify inaction in the face of poverty, state that poverty is 
eternal, and claim that if God wanted to end poverty, God would do so. Rarely in our public discussion or our 
congregations is there reference to the truly radical economic teachings of the Bible and the call for abundant life 
for absolutely all. 

Join The Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis, director of the Kairos Center for Religions, Rights, and Social Justice at Union 
Theological Seminary and co-chair of the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival for this 
four-part Bible study. Sessions will include attention to “the poor will be with you always,” “if you do not work, you 
shall not eat,” “render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s,” and other biblical roadblocks for a more just society. Come 
engage in rich discussion of what the Bible really says about the poor, prosperity, and justice and what we are 
called to do in this moment in history about it.  This event is supported by the James A. Kelso Endowment and 
co-sponsored by Pittsburgh Seminary’s Office of Continuing Education and Metro-Urban Institute. 



LITTLE FREE PANTRY 
During February, our minds turn to love and things that 

go together. Candy and flowers. Apple pie and ice 

cream. Spaghetti and meatballs. Hamburgers and fries. 

This month, we're requesting Little Free Pantry 

donations of a classic duo, peanut butter and jelly! As 

always, these can be found at Dollar Tree. Are you a 

smooth or chunky fan?  Thank you! 

  

Clearances for Volunteers Working with Children 

Just a reminder for adults who would like to work with children 
in the church that clearances are required every five years.  In 
Pennsylvania the required clearances are free.  There are some 
exceptions to what is required depending if you’ve lived outside 
of Pennsylvania in the last 10 years.  The link for further 
information is:  KeepKidsSafe.pa.gov .  If you have any questions, 
or need assistance in obtaining the required clearances, please 
reach out to Patti Strominger at:  pattistr@gmal.com, or call: 
724-494-2160. 

 

 

Bible quiz 
In Mark 9 Jesus took three disciples to a high mountain. While there, the men witnessed amazing things. 
Jesus’ clothes became dazzling white, and then Elijah and Moses appeared to them. The disciples then 
heard a voice from a cloud that said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” (Mark 9:7, nrsv). 
Suddenly, Elijah and Moses vanished and the disciples were alone with Jesus. 

Who were the three disciples who witnessed the Transfiguration? 

A. Peter, Andrew and John 

B. Peter, James and John 

C. Peter, James and Andrew 

D. James, Matthew and John      (answer at bottom of next page) 



Answer to Bible Quiz (B.  Peter, James and John) 



 



 


