
   
 
 
 

     
 

WEEK OF DECEMBER 27, 2020 
 

 
 
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
 
I hope this finds you all well and staying safe and sane during this fourth week of Advent.  As we 
prepare to enter into the Christmas season and celebrate the Incarnation, I want to share a few quick 
updates regarding worship services.  Our Christmas Day service will be pre-recorded and released at 
10:00 am Christmas Day on the church’s YouTube channel and on Zoom.  Additionally, worship on 
Sunday, December 27 will also be pre-recorded and released at 10:00 am on December 27 on the 
church’s YouTube channel and on Zoom.  The Zoom information for both services are included in 
this newsletter.  The Ohio UP YouTube channel can be accessed from the Ohio UP Church website 
by clicking on the YouTube icon in the upper right corner of the website. 
 
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ on Christmas, I share a prayer for us all from 
Ruth C. Duck, a United Church of Christ pastor and theologian. 
 

“Gentle God, you know that for us, this is a season of hopes and fears.  We are caught up in 
our excitement and plans.  We worry whether everything will get done, and whether our 
relationships will blossom, bend, or break in the stress of the season.  Slow us down, God, 
and help us to place our hope in you.  Be our calm center, that we may be channels of peace 
to the people around us; through the grace of Jesus Christ.  Amen.” 
 

Merry Christmas! 
 
 
Pastor Nick 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RETURN TO ONLINE ONLY WORSHIP 

The Session voted to suspend in-person worship and return to 
online only worship  through Sunday, January 3, 2021 and 
God-willing, will begin offering in-person worship again 
beginning Sunday, January 10, 2021.  We will still plan to offer the 
in-person  outdoor Christmas Eve service at 4:00 pm (weather 
permitting). 
 

This was not an easy decision for the Session to make.  We are proud of how well we have all 
behaved during in-person worship--everyone wearing masks, staying socially distant, not 
singing.  You all have done an absolutely marvelous job caring for each other and I am proud 
to be part of this church family.  We also recognize that churches are exempt from the state’s 
mitigation measures, but we believe it is our duty to care for the greater Hopewell 
community as well as all the members of our church family.  It is not the decision we wanted 
to make, but it is the decision we needed to make. 
 

Hopefully, making difficult decisions now will allow us all to gather together again sooner 
rather than later. 
 

So to summarize, all on-line worship from now through Sunday, January 3, 2021. 
Christmas Eve in-person outdoor worship at 4:00 pm (weather dependent). 
 
In Christ-Pastor Nick 
 

ZOOM INFO  
Christmas Day Worship 
Time: Dec 25, 2020 10:00 AM 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,7243783690#,,,,,,0#,,849087# 
Dial by your location                 Reminder for how to call into Zoom via cell phone or landline 
        +1 646 558 8656     ⇐CALL THIS NUMBER AND FOLLOW PROMPTS 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 
 

Sunday December 27 Worship 
Time: Dec 27, 2020 10:00 AM 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,7243783690#,,,,,,0#,,849087# 
Dial by your location        Reminder for how to call into Zoom via cell phone or landline 
        +1 646 558 8656   ⇐CALL THIS NUMBER AND FOLLOW PROMPTS 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09


PLEASE KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS:   

CHRISTMAS DAY/SUNDAY AFTER 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

A pre-recorded Christmas Day service on Zoom and 

YouTube will go live at 10:00 am. 

On December 27th there will be a pre-recorded  service 

that will go live at 10:00 am on YouTube and Zoom. 

Worship will be on-line through Sunday, January 3, 

2021.  God-willing, we will begin offering in-person worship again on Sunday, January 10, 2021 
 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Cherryl & Zbig Lachowicz 12/27 Kathy Lee Tolfa 12/25 

Russell & Wendy Dameron 12/28 Mark Douglass 12/27 

Jason & Gina Arzberger 12/30 Danny Palmer 12/29 
 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  

Paul Hurni 1/10 Everitt Laird, Jr. 1/25 

Bob Keller 1/12 Megan Hunsberger 1/25 

Eric Nan 1/12 Everitt Laird, Jr. 1/31 

Camden Hoth 1/17 

Michelle Sebastian 1/18 

Brian Archer 1/19 

Belinda Nolte 1/20 

Judi Halavanja 1/21 

Pacey Bokor 1/22 

Simon Hunsberger 1/22 

Rich Kerlin 1/22 

Jacob Cagnon 1/23 

Betty Lou Conrad 1/23 

  

Dick Klein--recovering from surgery due to 
complications from diverticulitis. 
Laird family--prayers of comfort and peace as the family 
mourns the death of Janet.  
Bonnie Martin--prayers of healing as Bonnie has tested 
positive for COVID-19. 
Jeff Barth--prayers of healing as Jeff has surgery on 
Mon Dec 21 to remove 2 polyps 
Ginny Adams, to stay feeling well during chemo 
treatments 
Wendy Rybicki, who has contracted the coronavirus 
and is experiencing symptoms. 

 

  



Why Do We Eat Gingerbread (And Make 
Gingerbread Houses) on Christmas? 

Aside from candy canes and hot chocolate, there's one food that's a 
bit of a question mark during the holiday season — why do we eat 
gingerbread on Christmas, and why don't we associate it with other 
holidays? Just think: we don't make gingerbread houses in March. 
(Although, come to think of it, maybe we should...) 

Gingerbread can take on many forms. Around Christmas, if you're 
not building with it, you might be making gingerbread men or 
gingersnaps. It definitely tastes like nothing you've ever had before, 
which is why it's so 
special. 

Gingerbread is said to have originated from Medieval England, according 
to Smithsonian Mag, and its name pretty much means "preserved ginger" 
— which is intriguing, as by now we've all figured that it's not necessarily 
something we think of when we're pondering bread choices. 

People used ginger then like they do now — medicinally. Ever wonder 
why you were told to drink ginger ale when you were nauseous? It's 
because the ginger has calming qualities. Maybe the fact that it calms the 
stomach is a reason as to why it's tied to the holiday — after all, nothing  
says overeating like Christmas.  

As for gingerbread houses, they became popular in Germany many years ago — and some, believe that you can 
thank Hansel and Gretel for their surge in popularity. After the folk story, which originated back in 1812, claimed 
that the two stumbled across a candy house, people started wondering how they could create their own. 

Pretty soon, decorating the houses just became part of the Christmas holiday, which is a bit intriguing. The fact that 
it's an interactive family activity also makes it fun for the winter holidays. 

Having a gingerbread man live in a gingerbread house also make a little bit of sense, if you think about it. And, 
speaking of gingerbread men... 

Many believe that these iconic and tasty men date back to Elizabeth I of England. She had them baked to resemble 
some guests she was expecting. 

According to Epicure & Culture, gingerbread was sacred, and the only time it was allowed to be made by the 
general public was during Christmas and Easter. So, that's probably why it's seen as a Christmas delicacy. It's all in 
the timing. And once an association builds, it's just hard to shake. 

This Christmas, when you eat your gingerbread (or, gingerbread-flavored items, at the very least) just think about 
how this delicious food became such a popular winter favorite. 

https://www.bustle.com/articles/129872-the-history-of-christmas-foods-because-eggnog-is-as-weird-as-you-think
https://www.bustle.com/articles/129872-the-history-of-christmas-foods-because-eggnog-is-as-weird-as-you-think
https://www.bustle.com/articles/200711-17-easy-gingerbread-recipes-to-spice-up-your-holiday-dessert-table
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/a-brief-history-of-gingerbread-50050265/
http://dripdrop.com/ginger-ale-nausea-better-alternative/
http://www.foxnews.com/food-drink/2016/12/16/christmas-classic-real-story-gingerbread.html
http://www.foxnews.com/food-drink/2016/12/16/christmas-classic-real-story-gingerbread.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/browbeat/2013/12/24/gingerbread_man_history_from_frederick_iii_to_elizabeth_i_to_l_frank_baum.html
http://epicureandculture.com/gingerbread-houses-history-and-traditions/
https://www.bustle.com/articles/190942-12-products-that-smell-like-peppermint-gingerbread-your-other-favorite-holiday-treats


 



 


