
WEEK OF AUGUST 9, 2020 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ! 

I hope this finds you all well and staying safe, sane, 

and cool.  Earlier this spring you all gave me the 

opportunity to step away for a week of study leave 

and I wanted to share with all of you what I did.  In 

May I had the privilege of being able to audit a class 

on the inner life of ministry leaders through Regent College in Vancouver, BC, Canada.  Because of the COVID-19 

pandemic, all spring and summer school classes were being held via Zoom rather than in-person, which made it 

possible for me to attend without leaving Pennsylvania.  The course was taught by Dr. Rod Wilson, the Regent College 

president emeritus, who has professional experience as a clinical psychologist as well as a pastor.  The course provided 

an opportunity to learn and reflect upon the personal, emotional and relational dynamics present in ministry 

leaders—church leaders and para-church leaders.  We looked at our own personal characteristics in order to understand 

how these characteristics influence our leadership.  Each day we looked at a particular theme and reflected upon how 

our own life experiences have been impacted by the theme.  

The week provided a wonderful chance to step away from pastoring in a pandemic and to spend some time reflecting 

upon my own personal, emotional, and relational experiences as a pastor and especially as a pastor during this 

unprecedented pandemic.  Just like many of you, so much happened in my life and in the world since the middle of 

March—stay-at-home orders and homeschooling, the cancellation of all my scheduled study leave for the year, trying 

to learn how to live-stream services from scratch, Harriet Kulha’s death, my parent’s coming to visit for a long 

weekend and having to stay for a month (which was very much appreciated).  This class gave me an opportunity to 

stop, reflect upon all these experiences, and begin to move forward in a healthier manner.  It also gave me many 

resources and notes to continue reflecting upon as I seek to maintain a rule of life which keeps me in ministry for the 

long run, for that is my goal.  I am so thankful for all of you in the congregation who continue to walk alongside me as 

I try to grow in faithfulness as a leader.  My hope and prayer is that Ohio Church never becomes about me, but it is 

about us.  My hope and prayer is that all of us will continue to grow in the character of God, so the entire Ohio UP 

Church family is seen as a community of folks devoted to Jesus and devoted to the common good of their 

communities.  I thank all of you for your support of me. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Nick 



"Awakening to Structural Racism Course" 

The Presbyterian Mission Agency is creating an on-line curriculum supporting its 
Matthew 25 initiative.  This first course is for those who are interested in learning 
more about structural racism and how to resist and deconstruct its destructive 
power in our own lives, our churches, our communities and the broader culture. 
The course will be held virtually on four Monday evenings from 7-9pm beginning 
Monday, August 10.  More information can be found here: 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/new-partnership-offers-online-matthew-25-curriculum/ 
 "I believe this will be a way for us, as a predominantly white congregation, to engage with, listen to and 
learn from folks whose lives are impacted by racism in ways that many of us have never experienced.  I 
think it will provide a wonderful opportunity to get behind the headlines of many of the stories in the news 
today.  I plan on registering and look forward to learning more about the experiences of those who have 
experienced racism in ways I cannot imagine."  -Pastor Nick 

 The Matthew 25 initiative is based on Matthew 25:31–46 which calls all of us to actively engage 
in the world around us, so our faith comes alive and we wake up to new possibilities. Convicted 
by this Scripture passage, both the 222nd and 223rd General Assemblies (2016 and 2018) 
exhorted the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to act boldly and compassionately to serve people who 
are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned or poor. 

 

 
 

 
PLEASE KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

● Lynn Smith--continued prayers for recovery.  Her blood levels were 

off last week and she will need to keep her stitches in one more week. 

Hopefully they will be removed on Monday.  

● Wendi Rybicki--Continued prayers of healing, peace and comfort 

during cancer treatments. 

● Jenn Davis' brother Jeff--continued prayers of healing and strength 

for him as he waits for heart transplant. 

● Marilyn Wilmot--Kortney's step-father's cousin back in ICU due to complications from back surgery. 

 
THANK YOU TO MY WONDERFUL CHURCH FAMILY! 

I just wanted to say thank you to everyone who sent me cards while I’ve 

been recuperating.  They were beautiful and they have really helped to 

cheer me up.   

     -Lynn Smith 

 
 
 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/new-partnership-offers-online-matthew-25-curriculum/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/new-partnership-offers-online-matthew-25-curriculum/


 
 
 
 

Topic: August 9, 2020 Worship 
Time: Aug 9, 2020 10:00 AM  

  

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09 

Meeting ID: 724 378 3690     Passcode: 849087 
One tap mobile 

+16465588656,,7243783690#,,,,,,0#,,849087# US (New York) 
+13017158592,,7243783690#,,,,,,0#,,849087# US (Germantown) 

  

Dial by your location 
        +1 646 558 8656  
        +1 301 715 8592  

Meeting ID: 724 378 3690     Passcode: 849087 
 

 
 

 
 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
Ryan & Katie Lucas 8/5 
Steven & Monica Ward 8/8 
Andrew & Casey Honess 8/16 
Homer & Shelley Summy 8/16 
Joe & Corinna Petrella 8/22 
Ken & Trevis Gregory 8/28 
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
Alan Repman 8/3 
Nancy Connors 8/4 
Breanna White 8/4 
Kristy Otto 8/5 
Zbig Lachowicz 8/6 
Marian Douglass 8/8 
John Martin 8/9 
Nancy Hribar 8/11 
Catherine Kapton 8/12 
Brooke Otto 8/13 
Owen Smith 8/13 
Leah Moreno 8/14 
Slade McLynden 8/15 
Keith English 8/18 
Hayden Lewis 8/18 
Nicolette Stroud 8/19 
Shirley Fluharty 8/22 
Rachel Colesar 8/27 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09


JOIN A SMALL GROUP TODAY! 
Small groups are a critical way to stay connected with your church 
family when we cannot meet for worship as a congregation.  Sign-ups 
can be done through the church website and also by calling the church 
office.  Each group independently sets their meeting schedule.  Some 
groups choose to meet weekly, while others meet less frequently. 
There is a small group that’s a perfect fit for everyone!  At this time, 
each small group is studying the book of Acts. 
 

 

 
HERE’S AN EASY & FUN WAY TO 
GIVE OHIO UP SOME $!  
WE ARE REGISTERED AND 
READY TO RECEIVE DONATIONS! 
Christian values are at the center of Rural 
King’s communities.  By following the example 
and teachings of Jesus, churches truly make a 
difference.  Now more than ever, it is critical to 
support these organizations.  As Paul wrote to 
the Corinthians:  “Each of you should given 
what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver”. (2 Corinthians 9:7 NIV).  In that spirit, Rural King is hosting Church Week.  During Church Week, 
customers can choose a registered organization such as Ohio UP to donate to and begin uploading their receipts. 
All receipts must be uploaded to: 
www.ruralking.com/churchweek by 9/01.  Rural King will donate 10% of each valid receipt’s total after sales tax to 
the registered organization chosen by the customer.  All donations will be provided by September 15, 2020 by your 
local Rural King. 

 

 
 

 
LITTLE FREE PANTRY:  Thank you to everyone for their continued support and 
donations.  Donations of food and also monetary donations are welcome. Any 
extra garden veggies are welcome! The Pantry continues to be well used by 
our community.  
 

 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN US FOR ONLINE 
VBS THIS SUMMER! 
Hello!  Enjoy each week's activities for Virtual 
VBS!  Visit the church’s Facebook page to find the link for the 
current week’s lessons and crafts.   -Alaina Stroud  

  
 
 

 

http://www.ruralking.com/churchweek


 



 



 



 



 
 

 
 




