
 

WEEK OF AUGUST 30, 2020 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. 

I hope this finds you well and staying safe and sane in 

our constantly shifting world.  I don’t know about you but 

I have been feeling a bit blah lately.  Kind of a bland 

malaise that has sapped me of energy—like the 

parched, brown grass in my back lawn.  I have talked 

with a few others who feel the same way right now.  Perhaps it is coronavirus.  Maybe it is the weather.  Could be 

the lack of any kind of routine outside of getting “dressed up” as the girls call it, for Sunday morning worship.  Most 

likely it is a combination of all these things.  I wonder how all of you in our extended Ohio Church family are faring. 

How are you doing?  How are you feeling?  If you feel like me, you are not alone, for we are in this together. 

Perhaps the rain the past few days will quench our parched souls.  Perhaps the beginning of the school year (no 

matter what it may hold) will help with the routine.  

Fall will present more challenges I am sure.  But it is an opportunity to begin a bit of a routine.  Perhaps it will help 

break us out of the coronavirus malaise.  Autumn is around the corner and with schools beginning in the next few 

weeks it does give us a chance to look forward to a bit of a change.  This also provides us the chance to begin 

some Christian Education routines again.  The Sunday School and the Small Group Ministry Teams are hard at 

work preparing for a new year of Christian formation opportunities.  This year will look different (surprise!) because 

of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.  So we are hoping you can help us figure out what kind of Christian 

education and formation opportunities we should offer by completing the Christian Education Survey following this 

letter.  Please complete it and send your responses to Judi in the office (office@ohioupchurch.com).  You can also 

complete it electronically via Flocknote message which will be sent to everyone on our email list.  

In a time of uncertainty and separation these Christian Education and formation opportunities will be so important 

for us as we continue to connect, pray with and support each other.  I hope you will take a few moments to 

complete the survey today and send it in to us.  

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Nick 



 

 

Sunday August 30 Worship 
Time: Aug 30, 2020 10:00 AM 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 

Passcode: 849087 
One tap mobile 

+16465588656,,7243783690#,,,,,,0#,,849087# US (New York) 
+13017158592,,7243783690#,,,,,,0#,,849087# US (Germantown) 

 
Dial by your location 

        +1 646 558 8656 
        +1 301 715 8592 

Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 

 
 

 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SURVEY 

 
The Sunday School and the Small Group Ministry Teams are hard 
at work preparing for a new year of Christian formation 
opportunities.  This year will look different (surprise!) because of 
the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.  So we are hoping you can help 
us discern the style of Christian education and formation 
opportunities we should offer by completing the following Christian 
Education Survey.  Please take a moment to answer the following 
questions.  You can either call the church office or email your 
response if you are unable to answer the online Flocknote version 
of this important survey.   

 
1)  Are you interested in meeting for Christian Education (Sunday school, small group, Bible study, etc)? 

2)  If you have children, are you interested in them meeting for Sunday School? 

3)  What method of meeting are you comfortable with? 

a. Meeting on-line via Zoom. 

b. Meeting in person with a small group in the church building. 

c. Meeting in-person with a small group at my home/in a home. 

4)  What day and time works best for you? 

a. Sunday morning after worship. 

b. Sunday evening. 

c. Weekday morning. 

d. Weekday evening. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09


 
 
 
 
 

 

Ohio UP Church Coronavirus Policy 

•   If you feel sick, stay home! 

-  The Center for Disease Control and Prevention website has resources to follow.  It can be accessed here: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html 

•   Someone in my family or household is sick but I am not sure if it is COVID-19. 

-  Stay home and monitor your health and symptoms.  Call your doctor if you are unsure. 
-  People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported – ranging from mild symptoms to 

severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. People with these symptoms 
may have COVID-19: 
➡  Fever or chills 
➡  Cough 
➡  Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
➡  Fatigue 
➡  Muscle or body aches 
➡  Headache 
➡  New loss of taste or smell 
➡  Sore throat 
➡  Congestion or runny nose 
➡  Nausea or vomiting 
➡  Diarrhea 

 •   I think or know I had COVID-19, and I had symptoms. 
-  You can be with others after 
➡       At least 14 days since symptoms first appeared and 
➡       At least 24 hours with no fever without fever-reducing medication and 
➡       Symptoms have improved 
 

-  Depending on your healthcare provider’s advice and availability of testing, you might get tested to see if 
you still have COVID-19. If you are tested, you can be around others when you have no fever, respiratory 
symptoms have improved, and you receive two negative test results in a row, at least 24 hours apart. 

 

   •   I tested positive for COVID-19 but had no symptoms. 
-  If you continue to have no symptoms, you can be with others after: 
➡   14 days have passed since test 
 

-  Depending on your healthcare provider’s advice and availability of testing, you might get tested to see if 
you still have COVID-19. If you will be tested, you can be around others after you receive two negative test 
results in a row, at least 24 hours apart. 

 

-  If you develop symptoms after testing positive, follow the guidance above for “I think or know I had 
COVID, and I had symptoms.” 

 

•    I have been in contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19. 

-  It is important to remember that anyone who has close contact with someone with COVID-19 should stay 
home for 14 days after exposure based on the time it takes to develop illness. 

 

 This policy was developed using information from the CDC website:  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/index.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html


PLEASE KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

● Prayers for Kathy Lee Tolfa as she prepares to move to 
Missouri to live closer to son and family. 

● Prayers of comfort and peace for the Adamski family as 
they mourn the death of Chuck Adamski, who passed 
away Monday. 

● Cherryl and Zbig's daughter, who is having surgery this 
week. 

● A prayer of joy in wishing our sweet Shirley the happiest 
of birthdays! 

● Prayers for schools...teachers, students, therapists, 
instructional aides, administrators 

● Prayers for the Colesar family as they continue looking for a new house. 
● Prayers for Rich Kerlin’s brother, Peter, who is awaiting test results for a stomach issue. 

 
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Chris & Kristy Otto 9/2 Ed Burak 9/1 
Charles & Linda Hendrick 9/4 Michael Knox 9/2 
Ed & Evelyn Lawson 9/14 Karen Gartley 9/3 
Elizabeth & Alan Repman 9/15 Michael Saxon 9/5 
Donna & Mark Olexick 9/25 Pat Wozniak 9/10 
Richard & Eleanor Pike 9/26 Zachary Verostek 9/11 
Diane & Jack Gennaro 9/30 Ginny Adams 9/12 

Audrey Sokolovich 9/12 
Lois Davie 9/14 
Chris Hurni 9/15 
Charles Hendrick 9/17 
Karen Keller 9/17 
Alli Feszko 9/19 
Terri Owczarzak 9/20 
Nick Barth 9/22 
Linda Hendrick 9/22 
Parker Hoth 9/23 
Amber Tackac 9/25 
Emma DiCicco 9/26 
Kiara Kapton 9/28 
Ella Mae Spieker 9/28 

 

God’s surprises 

Don’t assume that God will always work in your life the way he always has. A 

sunset is proof that God colors outside the lines. He has no status quo. Even the 

laws of nature are his to interrupt. As many times as you’ve prayed before, 

today may be the day when God sends the answer so swiftly — so divinely — that 

you’re windburned. 

―Beth Moore 

 

 



Session Zoom Meeting highlights from August 11th 
  

Discussion topic - How do we minister to the congregation under our current situation?.  Can 
we use technology to get people involved in virtual worship such as pre-recorded joys and 
concerns? 
  

Session approvals. 
● Tasked Jennifer Davis to research information on kitchen stoves. 
● Approved coronavirus policy as written. 
● Permission to allow Alaina Stroud to use church for piano/voice lessons. 
● "Congregational Connection During Coronavirus" document passed as written. 
● Approved vacation time for the church secretary. 

  

Discussed some potential projects for upkeep of the church while it's hardly occupied at this time. 
  

Manna is the 22nd of September.  
  

Session approved the following "Minute for Missions": 
● Mars Home for Youth Christmas Gift Program, Oct. 4th. 
● Ohio U. P. Backpack Program, Nov. 1st. 

  

Next meeting September 15th, 6:00 pm in Manse backyard (weather permitting). 
  
Joe Glatz, Clerk 
 

 
 
 

 
 

LITTLE FREE PANTRY: We are requesting specific items this month for our 
Pantry.  Since school will soon be starting, we’re asking for "Back to Basics" for 
September.  Shampoo, bars of soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, men's and women's 
deodorant, feminine products and individually wrapped toilet paper. Notebooks, pens, 
pencils and crayons.  As always, everything can be found at the Dollar Tree.  Thanks!! 

 
 

Wednesday Morning Story Time Friends 
 

We are now collecting the books you borrowed from the library. There is a 
laundry basket inside the door for them to be placed into. Please ring the bell so 
that Judi, the secretary, can buzz you in. She is in the office Monday thru 
Thursday, 10:00-2:00. We miss seeing all the smiling faces each Wednesday. 
Prayers everyone stays safe! 

 

 

 



 

                         When God crosses our paths 

Pastor and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “God will be constantly crossing our paths and 

canceling our plans by sending us people with claims and petitions.” Last spring, the whole world had 

plans canceled, first by Covid-19 and then by God “sending us people with claims and petitions.” 

Some needed prayers for healing or for coping with grief. Medical staff, teachers, pastors and others 

serving long hours needed support: meals, check-in calls, “thinking of you” cards. Parents working 

remotely while helping kids with distance-learning needed encouragement. Crucial nonprofit work 

still required donations. 

 

Pre-pandemic, you may not have realized that staying 

home or wearing a face mask could be a ministry. Or that 

sending a card expresses love in Jesus’ name. Or that buying 

takeout from a local restaurant can be a gift to the owners. 

When our calendars empty, God “crosses our paths” in new 

ways — both to be with us and to nudge us toward others (even 

if virtually, or 6 feet apart!). 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 




