
WEEK OF AUGUST 2, 2020 
 

 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ! 

I hope this finds you all well and staying safe, 

sane, and cool.  One of the goals of the Ohio UP 

Church Session this year (before the 

coronavirus pandemic began) was to work on 

communication within the church community. 

Much of this work was sidelined due to all the 

changes the coronavirus pandemic has brought 

upon us.  But the reality that we will be the Church scattered for the foreseeable future means that 

communication will be even more important.  The Session and the staff of Ohio UP Church are 

dedicated to equipping all the saints to be the Church scattered, since we are unable to be the Church 

gathered right now.  Our goal is to help all of us grow in spiritual maturity as Christians.  We want 

everything we do and everything we communicate to directly relate back to our congregational mission 

statement.  Our mission as an Ohio Church family and as a congregation is to Love God; Love our 

neighbor; Help our neighbor to love God.   

Judi and I are working to re-format the weekly newsletter around our mission statement.  In order to do 

so, we will create three main sections.  A “loving God” section.  A “loving neighbor” section.  And a 

“helping our neighbor to love God” section.  The “loving God” section will highlight opportunities to 

grow in faith, hope, and love as we learn to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.  The 

“loving neighbor” section will highlight opportunities to grow in fellowship with each other as an Ohio 

Church family.  The “helping our neighbor to love God” section will highlight opportunities to 

participate in mission as we seek to be witnesses of the love of God to others.  Finally there will be a fun 

section at the end with puzzles, games and other fun things.   

As we continue working to be faithful in this time of pandemic, we hope this helps each of us grow in 

faith, grow in spiritual maturity, and become active participants in God’s family.  We hope you can 

provide us comments and feedback as we try to provide the most up-to-date information to you all and 

we hope you find the newsletter a helpful tool in keeping all of us connected during this time of 

pandemic. 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Nick 



 
 
 
 

 

"Awakening to Structural Racism Course" 

The Presbyterian Mission Agency is creating an on-line curriculum supporting its 
Matthew 25 initiative.  This first course is for those who are interested in learning 
more about structural racism and how to resist and deconstruct its destructive 
power in our own lives, our churches, our communities and the broader culture. 
The course will be held virtually on four Monday evenings from 7-9pm beginning 
Monday, August 10.  More information can be found here: 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/new-partnership-offers-online-matthew-25-curriculum/ 
 "I believe this will be a way for us, as a predominantly white congregation, to engage with, listen to and 
learn from folks whose lives are impacted by racism in ways that many of us have never experienced.  I 
think it will provide a wonderful opportunity to get behind the headlines of many of the stories in the news 
today.  I plan on registering and look forward to learning more about the experiences of those who have 
experienced racism in ways I cannot imagine."  -Pastor Nick 

 The Matthew 25 initiative is based on Matthew 25:31–46 which calls all of us to actively engage 
in the world around us, so our faith comes alive and we wake up to new possibilities. Convicted 
by this Scripture passage, both the 222nd and 223rd General Assemblies (2016 and 2018) 
exhorted the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to act boldly and compassionately to serve people who 
are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned or poor. 

 

PLEASE KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
● Brian Archer-He just got out of rehab for help with walking and has a 

lot of knee pain from arthritis.  He’s also recovering from cellulitis. 
He’s home and in need of prayers of healing. 

● Kathy Lee Tolfa has sold her home and will be moving to Missouri on 
September 5th.  Prayers for all that needs done.  Also prayers for her 
cousin, Jane, who was just diagnosed with ovarian cancer. 

● Barbara Mihalow-her breast cancer has returned and she would love 
to have your prayers for healing and strength during this time. 

 
The Session met for a “Zoom” meeting on July 20th.  Here are some of the highlights: 

1. Session decided to halt in-person worship and revert back to virtual worship.  Things 
will be taken on a monthly basis as we see how active Coronavirus is in our area. 

2. Session decided that a policy is needed regarding someone who has tested positive 
for Coronavirus and for someone in close contact with a sick person with Coronavirus. 
When is it okay to re-engage with church public?  Look for a forthcoming policy. 

3. Session decided to cancel the church picnic this year due to coronavirus. 
4. Manning the office:  When the Church secretary and Pastor are simultaneously away, 

Session recognized the essential need to have the church office staffed by someone to handle phone calls. 
5. Virtual communion is August 9th. 

 

Everyone have a safe and blessed summer. 
Joe Glatz, Clerk of Session 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/new-partnership-offers-online-matthew-25-curriculum/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/new-partnership-offers-online-matthew-25-curriculum/


 
 
 

Topic: Sunday August 2 Worship 
Time: Aug 2, 2020 10:00 AM 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09 

Meeting ID: 724 378 3690     Passcode: 849087 
One tap mobile 

+16465588656,,7243783690#,,,,,,0#,,849087# US (New York) 
+13017158592,,7243783690#,,,,,,0#,,849087# US (Germantown) 

Dial by your location 
        +1 646 558 8656             +1 301 715 8592 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690     Passcode: 849087 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbjL4NNsyn 
 
 
 

 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
Ryan & Katie Lucas 8/5 
Steven & Monica Ward 8/8 
Andrew & Casey Honess 8/16 
Homer & Shelley Summy 8/16 
Joe & Corinna Petrella 8/22 
Ken & Trevis Gregory 8/28 
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
Alan Repman 8/3 
Nancy Connors 8/4 
Breanna White 8/4 
Kristy Otto 8/5 
Zbig Lachowicz 8/6 
Marian Douglass 8/8 
John Martin 8/9 
Nancy Hribar 8/11 
Catherine Kapton 8/12 
Brooke Otto 8/13 
Owen Smith 8/13 
Leah Moreno 8/14 
Slade McLynden 8/15 
Keith English 8/18 
Hayden Lewis 8/18 
Nicolette Stroud 8/19 
Shirley Fluharty 8/22 
Rachel Colesar 8/27 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbjL4NNsyn
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbjL4NNsyn


JOIN A SMALL GROUP TODAY! 
Small groups are a critical way to stay connected with your church 
family when we cannot meet for worship as a congregation.  Sign-ups 
can be done through the church website and also by calling the church 
office.  Each group independently sets their meeting schedule.  Some 
groups choose to meet weekly, while others meet less frequently. 
There is a small group that’s a perfect fit for everyone!  At this time, 
each small group is studying the book of Acts. 
 

 

 
HERE’S AN EASY & FUN WAY TO 
GIVE OHIO UP SOME $!  
WE ARE REGISTERED AND 
READY TO RECEIVE DONATIONS! 
Christian values are at the center of Rural 
King’s communities.  By following the example 
and teachings of Jesus, churches truly make a 
difference.  Now more than ever, it is critical to 
support these organizations.  As Paul wrote to 
the Corinthians:  “Each of you should given 
what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver”. (2 Corinthians 9:7 NIV).  In that spirit, Rural King is hosting Church Week. 
During Church Week, customers can choose a registered organization such as Ohio UP to donate to and begin 
uploading their receipts.  All receipts must be uploaded to: 
www.ruralking.com/churchweek by 9/01.  Rural King will donate 10% of each valid receipt’s total after sales tax to 
the registered organization chosen by the customer.  All donations will be provided by September 15, 2020 by your 
local Rural King. 

 

 
 

 
LITTLE FREE PANTRY:  Ohio UP’s Little Free Pantry continues to be a blessing to our 
community and is also a symbol of the witness that Ohio UP has to your neighbors of living 
Matthew 28.  
A gentleman whose family had rented the hall for a graduation party this past weekend came 
into my office to return the key and also to tell me how much his family and guests loved Ohio 
UP.  He was most impressed by the LIttle Free Pantry and how much it was being used even 
in the short time they were at the church on Saturday.  He witnessed neighbors adding things 

to the pantry and taking things and he really felt it was a 
blessing.  
 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN US FOR ONLINE VBS THIS SUMMER! 
Hello!  Enjoy this week's activities for Virtual VBS!  Click on the link below if you are 
reading this on your computer.  Otherwise, type into your search bar when able. 
-Alaina Stroud 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Uh26B3-5mW23H7y8mkrF4MDrONlqGm2JAw1lpk51hus/edit?usp=sharing 

http://www.ruralking.com/churchweek
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwdjrtuhDAURL8GuqDr6xcuKNhFbBQpSRWlZo3BFg-ztlGUv4830kwzOpqZsZGEomSlaxAQQKIgnHNaV6RS7AqsQ4Zde6WAqmAwrV4vu0-m0n4rbSMNsloBkUYNimjB7wAwgdCaU3EHWa6NTemIBW0L7LNGr2M1ez-v_xU5OYKJZk9Dcn5_Atnky6K40Be-fSN9lb_1toSevXfh82N93DZ8a3_Ieiyc2DNm3IwuFbQ_41HQLtohuH0uQ-OnyWmTT3vr_HloewZtn6N_pM9KDQ
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