
Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
  
 I hope this finds you staying safe and sane during our time of quarantine.  My, what a time of shifting 
sands this is proving to be.  It seems as if the very ground beneath us is undulating and shifting and mov-
ing all around.  It is difficult to keep our own balance in the midst of continual change.  About the time 
we figure out how to use Facebook Live it changes.  About the time we get Zoom figured out, we get 
“Zoombombed”.  We realize the difficulty of trying to maintain relationships without being physically 
together.  It seems that virtual relationships are much more difficult to maintain and much less fulfilling 
than embodied, physical relatedness.  When we can no longer connect physically, we realize just how 
much we desire and how much we need physical connection.   
  
 This points to the profound importance of the Incarnation.  The reality that the second person of the 
Trinity came to earth and was born as a physical human in Jesus of Nazareth proclaims the importance 
of embodied creation.  Our bodies, our physical connections matter.  We feel this when we can no long-
er gather together.  As we approach Holy Week and Easter, the Incarnation takes on even more theolog-
ical richness.  In Jesus, the Triune God experiences every experience humans can experience.  In Jesus, 
God Himself experiences loss and separation and abandonment.  As Jesus cries out from the cross, “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”, he feels—God feels—the pain of separation.  It is a pain 
that no amount of virtual community can fully heal.  It is embodied community, embodied relationships 
that will heal.   
  
 Don’t get me wrong.  I am so thankful for technology which allows us to connect in a virtual man-
ner.  But it leaves me longing for real physical connection with all of you.  It is not easy to be the Church, 
to be the Body of Christ, while having to maintain physical distance.  This is not easy for any of us.  But 
God has been here before.  God knows this pain.  And God will continue to accompany us in this 
time.  So while the sands of the world around us are shifting and moving in profound ways, we continue 
to cling to the Rock who remains with us and keeps us safe. 
  
 In Christ, 
  
 Pastor Nick  



ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES HAVE BEEN 

SUSPENDED AT THIS TIME DUE TO THE 

COVID-19 VIRUS.  WE INVITE YOU TO 

JOIN US FOR DAILY PRAYERS AND SUN-

DAY WORSHIP THROUGH FACEBOOK 

LIVE AND/OR ZOOM. 

-Pastor Nick 

 

 

HOW TO JOIN IN WORSHIP W/ ZOOM 

The following the Zoom meeting log-in           
information: 

Topic:  Morning Prayer 

Apr 2, 2020 @ 9:30 am 

Apr 3, 2020 @ 9:30 am 

Apr 4, 2020 @ 9:30 am 

Join Zoom Meeting at https://zoom.us/

j/302145978 

Meeting ID:  302 145 978 

Dial by your location (this is not a toll-free call) 

# +1 312 626 6799 

Meeting ID:  301 145 978 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily  Prayer During Holy Week 

Topic:  Morning Prayer @ 9:30 am 

Apr 6, 2020 @ 9:30 am 

Apr 7, 2020 @ 9:30 am 

Apr 8, 2020 @ 9:30 am 

Apr 9, 2020 @ 9:30 am 

Apr 10, 2020 @ 9:30 am 

Apr 11, 2020 @ 9:30 am 

Join Zoom Meeting at https://zoom.us/

j/469648658 

Meeting ID:  469 648 658 

Call in telephone number (not toll free) 

+1 312 626 658 

Meeting ID:  469 648 658 

 

 Palm Sunday Morning Worship 10 am 
Join Zoom Meeting via computer or cell phone 

app 
https://zoom.us/j/7243783690 

Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 

Landline telephone number 
        1 312 626 6799 

Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 

 

https://zoom.us/j/7243783690


Good morning Ohio Church Family, 

This morning our morning prayer meeting on Zoom was "Zoombombed".  This means 

someone not associated with the church entered into our meeting and began using 

inappropriate language and attempted to show pornographic images.  Apparently this 

is becoming a common problem due to so many people shifting to Zoom because of 

the coronavirus restrictions.   

 

I am sorry this happened to us.  I take responsibility for this occurring because I post-

ed our Zoom meeting information to the Facebook Live morning prayer.  I will no long-

er be doing that (I have since learned that is one of the ways Zoombombing occurs, 

the sharing of Zoom meeting information on social media).   

 

I am taking steps to make our Zoom meetings more secure based on guidance pub-

lished by Zoom.  One of the steps to secure our meetings is to enable waiting 

rooms.  Everyone will enter the waiting room, and I will admit people into the meeting, 

rather than everyone having free access to our meeting.  Additionally, people will not 

be able to enter the meeting before me, so I have sole control over who enters and 

what they can do. 

 

Hopefully these steps will prevent our meetings from being Zoombombed 

again.  Again, I am so sorry any of you had to experience this.  It proves that we are 

"do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of 

evil in the heavenly places." Eph. 6:12.  We will not allow Satan and the spiritual forc-

es of evil to triumph over us.  Jesus has already conquered sin, satan and death, and 

so we who are united in Christ are already conquerors.  But that does not mean evil is 

not still out there prowling around and looking for people to devour.   

 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For 

I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 

things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Romans 

8:37-39 

 

Grace and peace, 

 

Pastor Nick  



On the evening of March 30th all the ruling elders met 

for a Zoom check-in meeting.  The following are some 

results and information from that meeting: 

1. The elders continue to try to contact the membership 

for information correctness and general check-up during 

this pandemic. 

2. Due to the extension of the stay home order for Bea-

ver County until April 30th at this time, Ohio UP Church 

will continue to offer virtual worship services.  We dis-

cussed good and bad things with the services.  Sound 

quality needs some tweaking particularly with music.  We’ll try to improve on that.  It also 

seems that Facebook Live has the best audio quality.  More people are tuning in and ap-

parently many are not of our flock.  So, word of our worship services is getting out through 

other sources. 

3. Concerning the palms-we decided to make available for pick-up at the side entrance to the 

narthex near the free pantry.  Since this meeting, the palms have arrived, the days for pick-

up are Friday and Saturday from morning to evening. 

4. The first ever virtual communion is officially on for April 5th (Palm Sunday).  Just have 

bread (wheat if not allergic) and cup contents (some fruit of the vine according to the PCU-

SA) prepared beforehand.  Worship service start time is 10:00 am. 

5. Our free pantry continues to be stocked twice daily. 

Until next time, may God bless and keep you. 

Joe Glatz, Clerk of Session 

April 2, 2020 



UPDATE  ON LENTEN MISSION PROJECT 

Despite the cancellation of all indoor worship services until at 

least the end of April, you have continued to be generous with 

your support of our Lenten Mission Project.  To date, we have 

collected $2,209.00 toward our goal of $3,000.00. 

 

We are extending our Project until we are able to meet again in 

person and we encourage the children to continue to collect 

change in the water bottles they were given.  Once we can          

worship in person, we will have the children take up one last 

collection, as they were scheduled to do on Palm Sunday. 

PALM SUNDAY COMMUNION 

 

This Sunday, Palm Sunday, we are going to try virtual com-

munion as part of our worship service.  Session planned to 

celebrate the Lord's Supper on Palm Sunday before the 

Coronavirus pandemic began and they would still like us to 

celebrate together.     

In order to do this, everyone will need to have a piece of 

bread or cracker and some juice or wine.  Please make eve-

ry effort for the juice to be grape, cranberry or some kind of 

juice of the vine.  I confess that this is not ideal and I would 

much rather us be together to celebrate the Lord's Supper, 

but we are in unprecedented times and it is even more im-

portant for us to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ in 

word and in deed. 

PALMS THIS YEAR:  Palms will be available for pick up Friday 

and Saturday between 9:00 AM and 6:00 PM.  The palms will 

be set out by the side door leading into the narthex at the top 

of the steps.  The palms this year are different than in previous 

years.  We ordered Eco-palms which come from palm growing 

co-ops in Guatemala and Mexico.  Palms are grown in an envi-

ronmentally friendly way and the growers and harvesters are 

paid a fair wage for their work.   

Additionally,  there will be a half-page insert with information regarding the palms available to pick up when 

you pick up your palms as well.  We encourage you to take pictures or videos of you and your family as we 

worship apart/together and share it with us. 



APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

4/3 Everitt & Janet Laird 

4/13 Michael & Crystal Saxon 

4/14 John & Bonnie Martin 

4/30 Ken & Patti Strominger 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

4/1 Holly DiCicco 

4/2 Donna Craig 

4/2 Jeff Davis 

4/9 Evelyn Lawson 

4/9 Logan Palochak 

4/11 Doug Murdoch 

4/18 Donna Olexick 

4/20 Hannah Palochak 

4/20 James Williams 

4/21 Jason Arzberger 

4/24 Nathan Burak 

4/25 Donald Sanders 

4/27 Paul Magee 


