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Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. I trust this finds you
well and enjoying summer. It is hard to believe
that as I write this that we are a month and a half
into summer. The humidity is cranked up, the
garden is in full-speed ahead mode, baseball
teams a plugging along, and vacations are
happening.
The Session has been working hard this summer
on something new. The Session has been
working on creating a new organizational structure
for the congregation. Why have we been doing
this? We are doing this for two reasons. The first
reason is so the congregation is organized around
the mission of the congregation. This way
everything we do is focused on our mission, so
everyone is rowing in the same direction together.
The second reason is to organize ourselves to
encourage and enable everyone in the
congregation to help do the work of the church.
In discussing these organizational structure
changes, I want to give a bit of background, some
Presbyterian polity 101. It is good to remind
ourselves of this from time to time as it reminds us
of who we are as Presbyterian Christians. Ohio
United Presbyterian Church is one congregation
within the Presbyterian Church (USA). To that
end, we are a bit like a franchise location in
Hopewell Township for the PC(USA). The
PC(USA) is one denomination within the
worldwide Church (what we refer to as the holy
catholic Church in the Apostles’ Creed). The word
catholic, with a small c, simply refers to every
church that worships Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior. As a point of clarification, small-c catholic
does not refer to the denomination of the Roman
Catholic Church. To avoid confusion, I will refer to
the small-c catholic Church as the universal

Church. The head of the universal Church is
none other than Jesus Christ Himself. The
universal Church exists to participate in the
mission of God, which is the transformation of
creation and humanity. This is accomplished by
proclaiming to all people the good news of God’s
love, offering to all people the grace of God at font
and table, and calling all people to discipleship in
Christ. The congregation of the Ohio United
Presbyterian Church is a mission outpost in
Hopewell Township, participating in the mission of
God here in Hopewell, in our unique context. The
Session of Ohio UP Church is responsible for
ensuring that this congregation participates in the
mission of God here in Hopewell and regularly
reflects on what God is calling us to do here and
now.
As I mentioned above, this congregation
participates in the mission of God by proclaiming
to all people the good news of God’s love, offering
to all people the grace of God at font and table,
and calling all people to discipleship in Christ.
Our congregation summarizes this in our mission
statement, which states, “We are followers of
Jesus Christ proclaiming and spreading the Good
News to others with the love and spirit of Christ.”
Before the reorganization, the Session had eight
committees. Deacons served on these
committees as well as their own and Women’s
Association also contributed to various ministries
and functions within the church. There was
confusion over who was doing what and there
were often multiple groups doing similar things at
similar times. All of this led to various silos within
the church that did their own thing without
communication between the silos. The goal with
the reorganization is to emphasize that the church
has four committees. These committees are
organized around the three tasks of the church;
proclaiming to all people the good news of God’s
love, offering to all people the grace of God at font
and table, and calling all people to discipleship in
Christ. The congregation will now have four
committees: Congregational Care, Mission,
Worship and Operations. The purpose of the
 (continued on next page)

Congregational Care Committee is to care for the
minds, bodies and souls of all who call Ohio
Church home. The purpose of the Mission
Committee is to care for the minds, bodies and
souls of my neighbor. The purpose of the
Worship Committee is to facilitate the intentional
Sunday gathering of the congregation for
worshipping God. The purpose of the Operations
Committee is to ensure resources (people,
money, property) are stewarded for the mission of
the Church. These four committees encompass
the three tasks of the congregation as it seeks to
participate in the mission of God. Each of these
committees are composed of multiple ministry
teams which will do all the tasks of the
congregation as it seeks to participate in the
mission of God.
Session is still finishing off the details of how the
new structure will look and operate and is
planning on developing annual goals each year to
help keep us moving in the direction we believe
God is calling us. This is article is the beginning
of moving toward reorganization. Ultimately, this
new structure will not be fully implemented until
Jan 1, 2019. We will have more opportunities for
discussion about the new structure and we will
spend more time explaining how things will work
throughout the fall. I look forward to working with
you all as we transition through the fall as we seek
to encourage and empower all in the congregation
to be working for the good of God and the good of
our community.

“To handle yourself, use your head; to
handle others, use your heart.”
—Eleanor Roosevelt
***
“If you can find a path with no obstacles,
it probably doesn’t lead anywhere.”
—Frank A. Clark
***
“I can accept failure. Everyone fails at
something. But I can't accept not trying.”
—Michael Jordan
e mission of God in Christ gives shape and
substance to the life and work of the C

Grace and peace,
Pastor Nick

In Christ, the hurch participates in
“To handle yourself, use your head; to handle
others, use your heart.”
—Eleanor Roosevelt

WOMEN’S FALL RETREAT
OCTOBER 5-7, 2018

* * * aby r
BIRTHDAYS
8/4
Fred Lech
8/4
Breanna White
8/5
Kristy Otto
8/6
Margaret Zakrajsek (#90)
8/6
Zbig Lachowicz
8/7
Tyler Byer
8/8
Marian Douglass (#90)
8/9
John Martin
8/11 Nancy Hribar
8/13 Brooke Otto
8/13 Owen Smith
8/14 Leah Moreno
8/15 Slade McLynden
8/17 Harriet Kulha
8/17 Julie Kerlin
8/18 Hayden Lewis
8/18 Vi Young
8/19 Nicolette Stroud
8/22 Shirley Fluharty
8/23 Jim Young
ANNIVERSARIES
8/8
Steven & Monica Ward
8/16 Homer & Shelley Summy
8/17 Fred & Jerry Lech
8/22 Joe & Corinna Petrella
8/28 Ken & Trevis Gregory

nd changed

AUGUST CALENDAR
DATE

TIME

ACTIVITY

8/7

6:30 pm

Session Mtg.

8/8

1:00 pm
6:30 pm

Ruth Circle
Mission/Evangelism Mtg.

8/19

10:00 am

Outdoor Worship Service &
Church Picnic

Where: A lodge in The Pennsylvania Wilds
What: Bible Study, Mission Project, Fellowship,
Fun, and Food
Young Mothers are encouraged to attend and
bring their infants if desired. You will just need to
provide a pack and play.
Cost: Approximately $140.00 Payable to the
Women’s Association. We adjust the cost
depending on the number of participants, and
issue refunds or collect extra if necessary.
Prepayment is required by the Lodge. Remittance
by September 1st is preferred. If you would like to
go but are short on funds please talk to Patti
Strominger for special arrangements. Planning
for the retreat will be a group effort. If you would
like to attend please email Patti Strominger
at:pattistr@gmail.com.
There will be a planning meeting for anyone who
plans to attend in September. We will be meeting
to decide on: the Bible Study, departure and
return times, drivers, mission project, fellowship
activities, and menu planning.
If you have any questions please contact Patti
Strominger, or Elaine Verostek

You can now sign up online! Visit the
church’s website and register in the
Online Registration Forms tab.

CLEARANCES REMINDER

Update on the new Children’s Library

If you volunteer with our children at church in any

Things are moving along well for our church’s
new Children’s Christian Library. The room to be
used has had new lighting put in and the
chalkboard, two bulletin boards and the old room
divider removed all thanks to Zbig Lachowicz.
The CARES people have been kind enough to
have painted one wall with primer and then the
color coat to match the other three walls. Nancy
and I have been spending a lot of time getting
carpet samples, taking measurements and getting
bids from various companies. That has all been a
rather tedious job but we want to be sure to get
carpet that is good for library use. The ceiling still
needs to be painted in the room so if anyone
would like to offer their services, we will gladly
supply the paint, rollers etc. That job needs to be
done before the carpeting goes in. Thanks go out
to Jeff Barth who is busy making the shelves for
the library. We really appreciate your help. We
already have about sixty books purchased
through donations. Thank you very much to all
who have donated as without you the library
would still be a dream. To those of you who have
not yet donated, please remember that this library
will be a service to the community and we still
need funding to purchase many more books,
wood for the shelves, paint and carpeting. If
requested, your monetary donation can be in
honor or memory of someone and will be noted in
the library in some way. So help us to bring Christ
to our younger folk through the library’s books and
story hours. WE NEED YOUR HELP SO PLEASE
CONSIDER GIVING!!! (Donations can be put in
an offering envelope but must be marked
LIBRARY for it to go to that use.)

way and have not already provided the church
with your PA Child Abuse History Clearance AND
your PA State Police Criminal Record Check,
please submit them as soon as possible. These
clearances are free for volunteers, but are
mandated by Pennsylvania and we are working to
be 100% compliant with this. The links to the
websites to apply for these clearances are on the
church website (www.ohiopresbyterian.org), under
the Clearances tab on the home page. If you
have any questions you can either call the church
office or speak with Nancy Lucas.
PA Child Abuse History Clearance Site:
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis/ public/home
PA State Police Criminal History Site:
http://epatch.state.pa.us

REMINDER! AUGUST 19TH

&

Thanks to all,
Lynn Smith and Nancy Lucas

SHELTER #3 HOPEWELL PARK
BEGINNING AT 10:00 AM
Help fill our shelves!

YOUNG LIFE
●

crew bosses. Pray for changed lives--the
50 kids on WC, hundreds of kids coming to
camp & hearing the gospel, and for us and
our team!
Finances: as our fiscal year is getting
ready to wrap up and we are pretty tight
financially, would you pray that we can
finish strong and gain more financial
partners?

Dear Friends,
We have so much exciting news to share with you
about what’s been happening in the Northwest
Pittsburgh YL area! You may not always see it,
but your life is making an impact on others.

SUMMER
This summer, 30 kids and leaders from our
area got to have the best week of their lives
at Young Life Camp! God did so much in that
week as many students decided to begin a
relationship with Jesus for the first time. Others
decided that they wanted to be “all in” for
following Jesus. Our high school kids had a
blast--getting to be kids, to laugh, to experience
adventure and life to the full. We are so
encouraged by how the Lord is moving and
grateful for the amazing gift this ministry is!

A camper getting to ride a horse for the 1st time

PRAYER REQUESTS
●

●

●

●

Please continue to pray for those that
made decisions to follow Christ this
summer, that he would be near to them,
that they would continue to grow in him!
Pray for our high school friends who know
Christ that they would continue to walk
with him: for depth, intimacy and
encouragement
Pray that students, specifically some of our
rising seniors, would catch a vision for
changing their high school and reaching
their friends
Please pray for AJ and I as we are heading
to Saranac for the month to serve as work

Some of our girls standing up at the say-so, as they decide to begin a
relationship with Jesus.

Thank you for stepping into the lives of kids. Your
gifts and support give kids in our area a place to
belong, a reason to hope and the chance to live life
as God designed it. Know that the best part of
camp is when kids step outside the everyday chaos
to experience the love and understanding Jesus
offers. -AJ & Molly Nagel

