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PASTOR NICK’S HOURS:
Pastor Nick’s hours have not changed. He
is still in the office Tuesday thru Friday
from 9-4. He can also be reached on his
cell phone always in case of emergency.

Well, summer is officially upon us. The past month has been a non-stop roller
coaster with high highs and some low lows. From the excitement and energy of VBS,
to the new additions to the Marlatt and Knox families, to the sudden and unexpected
passing of Karen Barth. The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) also
met this past month in Detroit, MI. All-in-all it was a full month. Lots to be in prayer
about.
As we head into July and August my hope and prayer is that we all have
opportunities for rest, relaxation, reading, digging in the garden, playing in the pool,
and any other favorite summer activities.
With the passing of Trinity Sunday on June 15, we are now officially in ordinary
time. This is a time of growth and the church colors have been changed to green to
represent spiritual growth. This appropriately fits with all the growth that we see
surrounding us, as peas, tomatoes, carrots, lettuce and grass are all green and growing like it is going out of style. As we continue to work our way through Mark’s gospel,
we will continue to focus on how we can grow in maturity as disciples of Jesus Christ.
Are there places in your life where weeds have begun to run rampant? Where are
they? How do you begin to pull out the weeds, to add a little compost and fertilizer,
and cultivate your garden well during this summer growing season? These are good
questions to keep in mind as we continue to work through Mark. My prayer is that we,
as a congregation and as God’s family, would begin to show signs of fruit in our
personal and corporate life.
There is lots of good info in this double edition of the Lamplighter so make sure
to check it all out.
Grace and peace to you all in the name of Jesus Christ,

Pastor Nick

2

4
5
6
7
9
14
15
20
21
28

July Birthdays
Jon Moss
Grace Novacek
Carolyn Harmotto
Bonnie Martin
Joshua Magee
Chris Otto
Kendal Smith
Mark Olexick
Kingsley Sebastian
MacKenzie Fouse
Alexa Burak
Edna Petrella

30 Jennifer Davis
Jesseca Muslin
Kennedy Sebastian
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22

August Birthdays
Kristy Otto
Zbig Lachowicz
John Martin
Brooke Otto
Owen Smith
Julie Kerlin
Hayden Lewis
Vi Young
Shirley Fluharty

July Anniversaries
7 Jim & Julie Novacek
9 Nick & Kortney Marlatt
31 Jim & Vanessa Augspurger
August Anniversaries
15 Vic & Tracy Pasquarelli

Worship Committee Survey Results
Earlier this year the Worship Committee sent out a survey to the members of Ohio UP concerning the
starting time for the Sunday worship service. Some members had expressed their interest in moving back to
11 am, and the committee felt that polling the entire membership was the best way to measure interest in the
most desired start time. A survey was developed and sent out to
members of the congregation after Easter and was to be returned by
Memorial Day weekend. The committee asked for three different
options: stay at 10 am; change to 11 am; or a mix of the two with
11 am start time during the academic year and 10 am during summer
months. A request for further information as to why a choice was made
was also given.
Out of 236 surveys sent out, 96 were returned (for about 40%
response rate, which is actually a high percentage for any survey).
Over half of the responses were to remain at 10 am, with a strong minority preferring the 11 am with earlier
summer service. Most of the reasons given for choosing a particular start time mentioned family time or job
obligations. Some replies alluded to weather conditions, and both winter storms and summer heat were
mentioned. There were also several who felt that start time could affect Sunday School attendance (and this
was noted for both start times).
After discussing the results and some of the written responses, the recommendation of the
Worship Committee is to continue with the current 10 am worship service start time, with Sunday
School to precede and not follow the service.
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A REPORT ON THE GA
Dear Brother and Sisters in Christ,
I am writing to let you know about some of
the decisions of the 221st General
Assembly. As a first hand observer of the
Assembly I believe they are in order and
represent the decisions made by this General Assembly.
While there are many decisions made at each General Assembly there are always a few
that everyone watches. This year the most followed decisions were on Marriage, Mid East,
and Mid Councils. I want to say just a word about each and to let you know that the
presbytery has scheduled a Pre-Presbytery meeting July 15th at 4:00 at the Old Union
Presbyterian Church, for anyone who would want to come and ask questions of our
commissioners or me. In addition, we will make ourselves available to any session that is
unable to send someone to this meeting.
On the matter of the Mid East, the Assembly voted to divest from three companies who provide materials to Israel which some believe are used against Palestinians. You should know
that the denomination has had a ‘responsible investment’ policy that restricts our denomination from investing in guns, tobacco, weapons and other such items. The argument that
prevailed is that these three investments should be disqualified from investment based on
our current policy.
On the matter of Mid Councils, the Assembly approved the recommendation of the Mid
Council Commission (MCC) with some changes. The MCC had recommended that our
Synods be consolidated from sixteen to eight. It was argued that this would create some
very large Synods and, because joining Synods must be contiguous, create some very
powerful Synods - just two representing over 60% of the denomination's membership. The
change was to allow more Synods. As a result, not all Synods will have to merge.
On the matter of Marriage there were two important items before the Assembly. The first
one was an overture changing the definition of marriage to “between two people,
traditionally a man and a woman”. This overture will now go to the presbyteries to be
ratified. It will need to gain approval of a majority of the presbyteries to stand. The second
one was an AI, or Authoritative Interpretation. The AI goes into effect immediately and gives
pastors the right to decide whether or not they will perform a wedding and sessions the right
to decide whether they will allow a wedding to be conducted on the church property. It
should be noted that neither the pastor nor the session has the right to bind the conscience
of the other.
The AI has an added glitch. The spokesperson for the Advisory Committee on the
Constitution (ACC) neglected to tell the Assembly that the ACC had ruled that the AI was
out of order because the Book of Order “statements are clear and unambiguous, (and
therefore) cannot be interpreted in a manner that is inconsistent with their plain and ordinary
meaning.” (The full text of their ruling can be found on www.pc-biz.org). This was not told
to the Assembly even though commissioners asked several times. There is a question as to
whether or not this can now be challenged and some are pursuing that redress.
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(REPORT ON GA CONTINUED)

These are the issues that have been on everyone's mind, however they do not
represent the bulk of the work this assembly did. I hope you are able to attend at least
one of the meetings during which we will highlight some of the other decisions and
reports and especially the good news concerning the 1001 New Worshipping
Communities progress since the last Assembly.
Finally, let me remind everyone that Beaver-Butler has
already taken a position on many of these matters in our
‘Theological Declaration’ adopted by the presbytery on July
28, 2009. That declaration reminded us that “All Church
power . . . is only ministerial and declarative; that is to say,
that the Holy Scriptures are the only rule of faith and
manners; and that all their decisions should be founded
upon the revealed will of God.” From this assertion in
G-1.0307 we declare that, “Our denominational covenant
has been broken by our own highest level of governing
body. We refuse to break that covenant. We will honor it
by constitutional, confessional and biblical adherence.” Thus we conclude in part:
“Therefore, we, the Presbyters of Beaver-Butler Presbytery, make the following
resolutions:
I. We will continue to uphold biblical standards for ordination, particularly in
areas of sexuality regardless of any Authoritative Interpretation, Advisory Opinion,
alteration to the Constitution, or retranslation of our confessions. . . . . .
V. Rather than promoting same gender civil unions, we will support biblical
definitions of marriage in our society.
And in conclusion we state: “we will abide by these statements. Our consciences are
captive to the Word of God. We will not accept discipline that, like many of the
General Assembly actions, rests on human institutions instead of God’s Word. We
trust in God through Christ for His deliverance and grace.”
(Full text of the “Open Theological Declaration to the PC(USA) available from the
minutes of the July 28, 2009 minutes of Beaver-Butler Presbytery).
May God extend an overabundance of mercy to us!
Yours in Christ,
Rev. Alan G Adams
Executive Presbyter-Beaver-Butler Presbytery
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PHOTO DIRECTORY
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
In order to make our Photo Directory a success, additional volunteers are needed
to give a few hours of their time to help with preparations needed before photos
are taken. Volunteers are still needed in the following areas:


PUBLICITY-preparing posters, mailing out information newsletter



SIGN-UP-working with online and paper sheets sign-ups and mailing of
appointment postcards



TELEPHONE-calling and scheduling all those not yet signed up



GREETERS-preparing photo and viewing areas, working afternoon and/or
evening shifts



PHOTOGRAPHY-taking activity/small group photos



LAYOUT-working with LifeTouch creating design ideas for directory

If you are interested in volunteering and haven’t signed up already, contact the
church office via email at office@ohioupchurch.com or Dorothy Elko at
dsedotsue@hotmail.com stating the areas you are interested in.
There will be an organizational meeting with a representative from LifeTouch on
August 5th at 6:00 pm to help get us started.

Photos will be taken
September 23-27
More info about when/
how to schedule yours
will follow
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE MARLATT FAMILY!
Pastor Nick and Kortney welcomed their daughter,
Peyton Dora Marlatt into their family on June 15th.
She weighed 7 lbs. 5 oz. and was 21 inches long at
birth. What a precious gift from God!

CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE KNOX FAMILY!

June was a month of babies!
Mike and Rayna (Martin) Knox welcomed
their daughter, Baylee, on June 17th.
Congratulations to proud grandparents,
John and Bonnie Martin, also!
Isn’t she beautiful?

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEEDS YOU!
We have ordered brand new curriculum for the coming
Sunday school year and are looking for teams of
teachers for our classes. We will be using a combination
of two companies: For our youngest children (3-5 years)
we have ordered Wee Believe, which is curriculum from
the PC(USA). The older age group will be using the
Mustard Seed Series, which is a well developed series
that incorporates art, music and different types of
literature to enhance the lesson’s biblical text, while helping students become wellinformed, thoughtful and spiritually committed disciples of Jesus Christ. If you are
interested in teaching, please speak with Pastor Nick as soon as possible. There will
be a teacher training day on Sunday, September 7th immediately following worship.

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY
June was also a month of great loss for the Ohio UP
Church family, as we dealt with the very unexpected
death of Karen Barth. Our deepest sympathy to her
husband, Jeff; son, Nicholas; mother and step-dad,
Rita and Jack Bruce, and all her many friends.
You will be missed, Karen!
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE?
By Ella Mae Spieker
Well, Summer is finally here officially! I pray you all are enjoying it after the long, cold winter. I am!
1. D

Here are the answers to the June Lamplighter Quiz:
2. F
3. J 4. I
5. G
6. H 7. A 8. B 9. C

10. E

See how many you know without looking them up.

KINGS, PHARAOHS AND RULERS
1. What king of Israel had a reputation as a fast and furious chariot driver? (2 Kings 9:20)__________________
2. Who built pagan temples to please all of his foreign wives? (1 Kings 11:1-13) _________________________
3. Which Gospel claims that Pilate had the plaque “The King of the Jews” fastened on Jesus’ cross?
John 19:21)? ____________________________
4. What future king of Israel was out hunting his donkeys when Samuel came to anoint him?
(Samual 9:15–10:1)? ________________________
5. What king of Babylon went insane and lived in the fields, where he ate grass and let his hair and fingernails
grow long? (Daniel 4:33) _______________________________
6. What king ordered Daniel thrown into the lion’s den? (Daniel 6) _____________________________
7. What cruel king had the infant boys of Bethlehem slaughtered? (Matthew 2:16) ________________________
8. What king broke his own law when he called on a spiritualist to bring up the ghost of Samuel?
(I Samuel 28:3-19) ________________________________
9. What Hebrew was given the daughter of the pharaoh as a wife? (Genesis 41:45-46)____________________
10. Who was the first king to reign in Jerusalem? (II Samuel 5:9)___________________________
11. Who was king of Judah when the long-lost Book of the Law was found in the temple?
(II Kings 22:8-10) ____________________________
12. What king of Judah became king at age seven and was aided in his reign by the saintly priest Jehoiada?
(II Kings 12:1-3) _____________________________
Questions are getting a little harder aren’t they? That’s the way we learn!
Have a great Fourth of July and a blessed summer.
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CLASS OF 2014
Noah Repman: Noah graduated from Hopewell HS. His
parents are Elizabeth and Alan Repman. He has been accepted to Penn State-Beaver,
where he plans to begin studying Petroleum and Natural Gas Engineering. He is an Eagle
Scout, President of the Hopewell Band, Recipient of the Semper Fi Award for Music
Excellence, Captain of the Varsity Swim Team, VP of the Spanish Club, and a Scholar
Athlete.
Donald Sanders: Donald graduated from Hopewell HS. He is the son of Tom and Terri
Owczarcak and the grandson of Mr. & Mrs. Biddle of Hopewell. Donald is currently in basic
training and will attend Slippery Rock University in the fall with a full Army scholarship. He
will be in their ROTC program.
Dominic Pasquarelli: Domenic graduated early from Lincoln Park Performing Arts HS. He
is the son of Vic and Tracy Pasquarelli. He was in the Media Department and produced and
did camera work for several of Lincoln Park’s shows, even winning awards. Dominic has
been sharing his wonderful talent as a photography for the past few years here at Ohio UP
during Vacation Bible School. He plans to attend CCBC in the fall to study Air Traffic
Control.
Amber Tackac: Amber graduated from Hopewell HS. She is the daughter of Barb and
Rich Tackac. She plans to attend Slippery Rock University in the fall to study Physical
Therapy.
Erin Augspurger: Erin graduated from NC Wesleyan College, with a BA in Psycology. She
plans to attend Graduate School. She is the daughter of Jim and Vanessa Augspurger.
Joshua Hribar: Joshua graduated from the University of Pittsburgh this past December,
with a BS degree in Finance. He graduated with honors. He has accepted a
position with PNC Bank in Chicago, IL. He is the son of Nancy and Kevin Hribar.
Allison Martin: Alli graduated from Slippery Rock University this past December. She will
complete a second degree of Music Therapy this summer. She is currently interning at the
Masonic Village in Sewickley, PA. She is the daughter of John and Bonnie Martin.
Amy Kerlin: Amy graduated from Duquesne University with a BA in Political Science and
Communications. She graduated Magna Cum Laude, was Alpha Sigma Tau Sorority President, and was a member of the Political Science Honors Society and Communications Honors Society. She plans to manage the Hopewell location of the Reach for the Stars Dance
Studio. She is the daughter of Rich and Sue Kerlin and granddaughter of Rich and Dolly
Kerlin.
Justin Gregory: Justin graduated from the University of Dayton with a degree in Business
and Economics. He graduated Summa Cum Laude and with University Honors. He is the
grandson of Trevis and Ken Gregory.
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JUNE SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Session agreed to purchase a full page ad to be included in all of the
Hopewell football home game programs at the cost of $100.
Committee Reports:
Presbytery Commissioner: Presbytery voted to change the structure of the
Presbytery meetings for a one year trial basis. The changes will make the meetings more prayerful following the outline of the Lord’s Prayer. Ohio UP will see
these changes up close as we will be hosting the November meeting.
Christian Education: The committee met on June 4, 2014 and worked on the
2014-2015 school year. Rally Day will be September 14. The committee is working to upgrade the curriculum for each age group. Also, the committee is
brainstorming ideas to get the youth more involved in the life of the church.
Fellowship and Membership: The committee is organizing a new church picture
directory. Announcements will be made to find volunteers willing to help with
this project.
Memorial: The committee presented revised committee guidelines for a first
reading by Session. Changes were suggested and the proposal is to be revised.

JUNE 2014 HIGHLIGHTS
Lunch Bunch: Will be on Tuesday, October 7th
Friendship Group: Wednesday, June 25th-Ten Thousand Villages in Squirrel Hill
and lunch at Cracker Barrel.
Wednesday, July 23rd-Beaver Creek State Park near Rogers, Ohio
Wednesday, August 27th-Salvation Army; lunch at Shadow Lakes
Church Picnic: August 24th, Shelter #3
Worship Committee: This fall we will have a Contemporary Song of the Month, which the choir will
learn and teach the congregation.
Other: Made changes to list of homebound members, approved project to help family in need, discussed need for handicapped parking closer to the church.
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It’s not too late to sign up for
Kingdom Week-the week-long local
mission week sponsored by A.M.P.
You can join area churches serving the
community of Aliquippa. To find out
more or to sign up, contact the church
office, Pastor Nick, or Sallie Alviani.

TRUE SACRIFICE
In 1 Chronicles 21, King David prepares to offer God a sacrifice of
repentance. The man from whom David just purchase supplies is so
eager to help that he offers everything for free. David replies, “No,
I’m buying it from you, and at the full market price. I’m not going
to offer GOD sacrifices that are no sacrifice” (v. 24).
How often we do that ourselves: forgo a latte to put a few dollars
into the collection plate...read Scripture for only five minutes a
day...say we’re too busy for a service project, then spend hours
watching TV...the list goes on.
It’s not that we should “give ‘til it hurts”; it’s about giving ‘til it feels
good! God doesn’t need our sacrifices; we do. Our faith grows
when we challenge ourselves to give up something less valuable to
embrace the richness of God. When we give more than we’re
comfortable giving, our need for control is replaced by confidence
that God holds us.
FIVE GIFTS FROM GOD
LOVE makes our friends a little dearer.
JOY makes our hearts a little lighter.
FAITH makes our paths a little clearer.
HOPE makes our lives a little brighter.
PEACE brings us all a little nearer.
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“O Beautiful For Spacious Skies”
Author—Katharine Lee Bates, 1859-1929
Composer—Samuel A. Ward, 1847-1903
Tune Name-- “Materna” (meaning “motherly”)
Katherine Lee Bates was born in Falmouth, Massachusetts, on August 12, 1859.
She graduated from Wellesley College, in 1880. After teaching high school for six
years, Katharine returned to Wellesley and eventually became head of the English
Department.
Miss Bates was first inspired to write patriotic verse, in 1892, in recognition of the
th
400 anniversary of Columbus’ discovery of America, a year every elementary school
child knows so well, 1492. On a summer day in 1893 Katharine Lee Bates, renowned
author and professor at Wellesley College, stood on the Summit of Pike’s Peak in
Colorado which towers more than 14,000 feet above sea level. On three sides of her –
north, west and south –stretched the majestic rocky mountains dressed in the purple
haze which is common to the western United States. To the east was the fruitful
Colorado plain, and just beyond the amber-colored grain fields of Kansas and
Nebraska. As she stood on the windy mountain top, Miss Bates imagined she could
see the settlers who had trekked across those grasslands, decades earlier to find new
homes and new opportunities in the west. She remembered also the pilgrims who had
first come to America’s shores, expecting and finding a new life of freedom.
She thought as well of those who had laid down their lives for their country in the
Revolutionary and Civil Wars, because they loved freedom and mercy more than life
itself. This was her beloved country—America the Beautiful—beautiful in nature’s gifts
and in the dedication of those who had been part of its history.
As Katharine Bates returned to her hotel in Colorado Springs, a poem began to
take shape in her mind and she began to put it on paper. She recalled also that, on
her trip west, she had visited the Columbian Exposition on Chicago’s south side. There
an “alabaster city” of classic beauty had been erected to show what America’s
“cities of the future” should be like. She closed her hymn with a prayer that our cities
may be as beautiful as the landscape God has prepared for them.
Throughout the hymn, with all of her gratitude and admiration for America,
Katharine Bates shows that she is very much aware of our weaknesses. During the last
part of her life, she began to see the social reforms which gave us our child-labor laws,
anti-trust legislation, nation-wide education and universal suffrage. Today we have
the highest standard of living in the world – but also the highest crime rate, the highest
rate of divorce, the highest rate of suicide. We spend far more each year for liquor,
tobacco and gambling than we do for all the work of the church, both at home and
abroad.
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We may point the finger of scorn at the
monopolists of yesterday, but we too are bowing
to the god of gold in our own day, and at the
same time piling up a staggering national debt. It
is sobering to learn that the site of the beautiful
1893 Columbian Exposition is now adjacent to one O beautiful for spacious skies,
of our country’s worst ghettos!
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties
This great national hymn has occasionally
Above the fruited plain!
been criticized. It is said that the bland prayer
America! America! God shed His grace on thee,
“God shed His grace on thee” fails to recognize
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!
our individual spiritual responsibility under God.
However, I believe Katharine Bates remembered
O beautiful for pilgrim feet,
that the star of hope which led the first pilgrims was Whose stern impassion'd stress
a desire to worship God and serve Him in freedom. A thoroughfare for freedom beat
Across the wilderness!
In terms of material prosperity and personal
America! America! God mend thine ev'ry flaw,
freedom, no nation in history has been blessed
Confirm thy soul in self-control,
Thy liberty in law!
more than our own. I believe that this is true
because America was established as a “nation
O beautiful for heroes proved In liberating strife,
under God” – with Christian faith as the cornerWho more than self their country loved,
And mercy more than life!
stone of liberty.
America! America! May God thy gold refine
Today our nation is threatened as never
Till all success be nobleness,
before – threatened by enemies without, but espe- And ev'ry gain divine!
cially by decadence within. In our day, there
O Beautiful for patriot dream
seem to be many who believe that “freedom of
That sees beyond the years
worship” means freedom from worship. If we are
Thine alabaster cities gleam,
to survive as a great country –if we are to achieve Undimmed by human tears!
America! America! God shed His grace on thee,
brotherhood, self-control and “liberty in law” – we And crown thy good with brotherhood
must return to the faith on which America was
From sea to shining sea!
founded. God will again shed His grace on
America, if we will turn to Him in repentance.
The hymn in its present form attained wide-spread popularity for the first time,
during the difficult days of World War I, and it did much to foster patriotic pride and
loyalty among our people. Miss Bates once said: “That this hymn has gained, in less
than twenty years, such a hold as it has upon our people, is clearly due to the fact that
Americans are at heart idealists, with a fundamental faith in human brotherhood.”
Before her death in 1929, she was honored with literary doctorate degrees from several
colleges. There is a certain scripture passage that is appropriate for all America.

America, The Beautiful Lyrics
by Katharine Lee Bates - 1913

“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray,
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven,
and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. “ (II Chron. 7:14)
Submitted by Shirley Fluharty
Footnote: I was up on Pike’s Peak and it was breathtaking
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July 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

Thu
3

Fri

Sat

4 Happy 4th!

5

Office Closed
6

7

8
Session Mtg.

9

10

11
Office closed

12

13
Sandwich sale

14

15
Presbytery Mtg.

16

17

18
Office closed

19

K I N G D O M

W E E K —LOCAL MISSION WEEK IN ALIQUIPPA

20

21

22

23
Christian Ed Mtg.

24

27

28

29
Property/Vision
Mtg.

30

31

25
Office closed

26

The church office will be open Monday thru Thursday from 9:00-3:00 this summer.
Pastor Nick will be in Tuesday thru Friday from 9:00-4:00, so someone should be here to
answer the phone each weekday.
You may also reach Pastor Nick on his cell phone if it is an emergency.
Please leave a message if you call the church during business hours and the
answering machine picks up.

August 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Office closed

2

3

4

5
Church directory
mtg. @ 6 pm

6

7

8
Office closed

9

10
Pirates game

11

12
NO SESSION
MTG. THIS
MONTH

13

14

15
Office closed

16

17

18

19

20

21

22
Office closed

23

24
Church picnicShelter #3

25

26

27

28

29
Office closed

30

31
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