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A Word from Pastor Nick
WHY ARE WE HERE ANYWAY?
This September marks the second anniversary of Ohio UP
Church calling me to be its pastor. Two years have flown by and I am
so grateful that God has called my family here to be part of the Ohio UP
Church family and I cannot see myself anywhere else. Our family loves
it here. I have intentionally spent the last two years trying to get to know
you all. There are many that I still need to meet with. There are many
more stories I want to hear and there is still much room for growth as we
work together as part of the Body of Christ. I am grateful for your
patience and your grace as we grow in our relationship together.
Over the course of the past two years I have come to see that
this is a healthy church. It is a friendly church. It is a loving church.
You all feel like-and are-members of my family and I hope you feel the
same way. I know that many of our new members feel welcomed into
this family-they have said so to Session as they have become new
members-and that fills my heart with joy. It means we incarnate Christ’s
hospitality and love, both of which can be lacking in the world. Are we
perfect? By no means. But I believe we all are legitimately trying to
grow in Christlikeness. And this brings me to my point this month-and
addresses the title of the letter. Why do we come to church? For some
of us we come out of guilt. For others it is because that is what we do
on Sunday. For others we come because our parents make us. And for
some others, because we love to be here. It feels like home and it is
comfortable.
We come to church for any number of reasons and we all come
with mixed motives and we all come as broken people. But the church
exists to help us grow in spiritual maturity-to grow in Christlikeness. In
the gospels we see Jesus spending years with His disciples, teaching
them, eating with them, living with them, traveling with them, healing
people with them. Jesus shows them what it looks like to “be holy, as I
am holy”. And then He tells them to go out and do likewise (Mk. 6:6-13;
Lk. 9:1-6; Lk. 10:1-20; Matt. 10:1-16). In short, the church exists to give
us an identity and give us a mission. We come to learn who we are (by
learning who God is) and how we are supposed to live. There are many
ways of articulating this-Scriptural, theological, historical, doctrinal-and
Ohio UP Church articulates it through our mission statement. What is
our mission statement? Glad you asked!
WE ARE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST PROCLAIMING AND
SPREADING THE GOOD NEWS TO OTHERS WITH THE LOVE AND
SPIRIT OF CHRIST.
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(Pastor Nick’s article continued)

This is how our church Session articulates who we are and how we are supposed to
live. Is it a perfect mission statement? No,
and no mission statement ever will be. But it
is concise and based on Scripture. This is
why we are here. To follow Jesus Christ. To
proclaim the Good News in word and deed.
To love others through the power of the Holy
Spirit. My hope is that over the ensuing years
this becomes our focus. This becomes our
reason for being here. My hope is that when
people ask why we go to church, this is what
we say. And my hope is that everything we
do as a church directly points back to our mission. My challenge to all of us is to critically

reflect upon this. Is everything we do a reflection of this mission?
Finally, let us know how you think we
are doing. Call me. Email me. Stop by the
church and talk. Tell an elder. Because if we
are not working to fulfill our mission we are
failing to be the church. Let’s stop coming to
church out of guilt or complacency or compulsion. Rather let’s gather together as God’s
beloved children who are on a mission.
In Christian love,

Pastor Nick

FAITH AND FEAR, TOGETHER
I have a lot of faith and a lot of fear a lot of the time,” writes Anne Lamott in Small Victories:
Spotting Improbable Moments of Grace (Riverhead Books). As usual, the author tells it like it is.
In Mark 9:14-27, Jesus does that too, spewing frustration about his disciples’ inability to heal a
boy riddled with convulsions: “You faithless people! … How long must I put up with you?” Jesus
pulls no punches.
When Jesus tells the boy’s father, “All things can be done for the one who believes,” the man is
also surprisingly frank. Had I been desperate for my child’s healing, I probably would’ve fallen all
over myself professing more belief than I actually had. But this father replies, “Lord, I believe;
help my unbelief.” And Jesus heals the boy.
God doesn’t expect us to have 100-percent-certain belief all the time. I suspect he finds our honest mix of fear and faith refreshing. And it might reassure other Christians who are struggling, as
well.
—Heidi Mann

As we celebrate our second
anniversary of calling Pastor Nick to
Ohio UP Church, I thought you
might appreciate this!
-Judi
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JOIN US FOR
RALLY DAY!
SEPTEMBER 13
@ 9:00 AM
IN FELLOWSHIP HALL
Rally Day celebrates the start of Sunday school
classes for all ages.
Come enjoy donuts and beverages, music, crafts
for the kids, a devotion, and sign up for Sunday
school. We have classes for Pre-K thru 12th grade,
as well as classes for Adults.
Bring jars of peanut butter and jelly also
to give to the Salvation Army Food Bank.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM AUGUST MEETING


Spent time studying Ephesians 4:11-16 and reflected on how it
impacts church leaders.



Session learned of how the Obergefell v. Hodges Supreme
Court decision making same-sex marriage legal in all 50 states
may affect Ohio UP Church.



Learned of the joint Dave Ramsey Total Money Makeover
Class being held at New Bethlehem Church. Frankfort Presbyterian, Ohio UP and New
Bethlehem are all participating in the class.



Received report from Treasurer.



Learned that Chuck Adamski will secure bids for lettering on church van (to be voted on at
Sept meeting).



Learned that worship committee cleaned out and organized the worship cabinet and found
a silver communion set.



Learned that communion will be served on August 9 via intinction.



Approved vacation leave for Pastor Nick from Oct 1 - Oct 5. Will have a guest pastor lead
worship on Sun Oct. 4.



Approved study leave for Pastor Nick from Oct 7 - Oct 9.

DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
FROM SEPTEMBER MEETING
Correspondence: 45 cards were sent out over the summer
Lunch Bunch – Tuesday, October 6th. All are invited!!!
Friendship Group – Wednesday, September 30th: McKeesport Rose Garden & Olive Garden
After Church Fellowship – September 27th; Menu: Ice Cream Sundaes
OLD BUSINESS



If any of our church members who cannot make it to church would like to receive communion, please let a deacon know or call the church office.
The bereavement/prayer phone chain is up and running. If you do not receive emails and
would like to be included on the phone chain, please let the church office know; the phone
chain will be periodically updated.

NEW BUSINESS





There will be no Fall Fest this year. Deacons discussed maybe doing a Cake Walk for Lunch
Bunch or an After Church Fellowship.
Deacons approved helping a young Independence Square family pay for their sewer bill.
After 48 years, Trudy Boggs has resigned from being the cook for Women’s Association.
Thank you Trudy! A new cook is needed!
The deacons sincerely appreciate those who help us greet on Sunday mornings!
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EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES
THIS FALL
†

†

†

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ADULTS:
SONSHINE CLASS-this class meets in the library and will be taught by Pastor Nick.
We will begin the year with a 12-week topical study on Prayer. Prayer is the foundation of the Church and it is foundational for growing in Christian maturity. We
will learn from Biblical examples such as Mary, Paul, Moses, Abraham and Daniel
as we seek to deepen our own understanding and practices of prayer.
WILSON BIBLE CLASS-this class will meet in Room 20 which is located between the
library and Pastor Nick’s office. We will be using the Standard Lesson Quarterly
Sunday school lesson series. The fall study is called “The Christian Community
Comes Alive” and is a study of the book of Acts.
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR STUDENTS:
PRE-K THRU MIDDLE SCHOOL-This year we will be using a new curriculum from the
PC USA denomination entitled “Growing in Grace and Gratitude”. Each session
shares a Bible story that reveals God’s grace for us. Through fun, age-appropriate
activities, prayer, and singing, children and their leaders will celebrate the meaning of this grace in their lives as they encounter a living God. Make sure to sign
your child up at Rally Day. This will help determine how the classes are divided up.

†

HIGH SCHOOL-We are looking at several options for our high school students.

†

CONFIRMATION CLASS-There will be a brief meeting after church on the 13th for
those students who are interested in gong through confirmation class to become
members of the church.

UNLOCK THE MYSTERIES OF THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS:
Where? The Concord Presbyterian Church at 2832 Conway Wallrose Rd., Baden
When? 6:30-8:30 pm on five successive Sunday Nights: 9/13, 9/20, 9/27, 10/4 & 10/11
Who? Presented by Rev. Dr. John Weibe, Pastor of Concord Presbyterian
No reservations necessary! Speak with Pastor Nick for more information.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Our love and prayers go out to the Stuck
Family who are grieving the loss of Carol’s
mom, Sue Smith, this past week.
Our love and sympathy also to the family
and friends of Vicky Mellott who died last
month.

CURIOUS ABOUT OUR CHURCH?
HAVE QUESTIONS YOU’VE BEEN WANTING TO ASK?
STAY AFTER CHURCH ON 9/20 TO GET A LOOK AT
THE LIFE AND MINISTRIES OF OHIO UP.

It’s not too early to start planning to attend the 2016
Women’s Retreat.
It will be held at a lodge near Moraine State Park
the weekend of April 15-17. The cost will be
approximately $120 per person. During the weekend there will be a time provided for group fellowship, private reflection, Bible exploration and worship. It is a time to relax, get to know one another better, grow spiritually
and have fun. If you are interested in attending, contact Patti Strominger at
724-495-2146 or at pattistr@gmail.com.
Volunteers needed! Sharon Neville has recently painted the church’s
craft room and is now in need of volunteers to help her put the supplies
back in the room in an organized way. If you are able to help her, contact Sharon at neville56@comcast.net or speak with her at church to set
up a time to meet.
*We are asking that the congregation NOT place craft supplies in
the craft room in the future without first contacting the church,
since we have limited space to store them.
NEEDED: COLLEGE STUDENTS’ NEW CONTACT INFO
The college students have returned to school and we need their
contact info to stay in touch, send care packages, etc.
Please provide your student’s mailing address where they can
receive packages, what school they are attending, an email address, and if they have
any food allergies (for care packages). Email the information to the church or mail this to
the church office.
STUDENT_____________________________________________
SCHOOL_____________________________________________________
ADDRESS FOR PACKAGES_______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
FOOD ALLERGIES______________________________________________________
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1
2
3
5
7
9
10
11
14
15
19
20
21
22

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS:
Ed Burak
Nancy Glatz
Karen Gartley
Ava Carnright
Barbara Glover
Michael Saxon
Jean Barth
Michael Duganich
Pat Wozniak
Zachary Verostek
Lois Davie
Christine Hurni
Allison Martin
Terri Owczarzak
Chris Carnright
Nicholas Barth

24

25
26
27
28
29

Christina Murdoch
Alan Byers
Diane Byers
Amber Tackac
Emma DiCicco
Bill Broadwater
Ella Mae Spieker
Lindsay Fouse

9/2
9/9
9/12
9/14
9/25
9/26

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Chris & Kristy Ott
Ed & Jane Hilliard
Kevin & Melissa Byers
Ed & Evelyn Lawson
Donna & Mark Olexick
Richard & Eleanor Pike

&
SAVE THE DATE & MARK IT ON YOUR CALENDARS!!!
Join us on Wednesday, October 14th at 6:00 pm for the 2nd Annual
Autumn Harvest Dinner & Talent Show
Come eat a delicious turkey dinner with all the trimmings and then stay for the
show! If you have a talent to share (singing, playing an instrument, magic tricks,
acting, poetry, etc.) then start practicing now. You can perform by yourself or
with a group-all ages encouraged!!!
Sign-ups for the dinner and talent show will begin soon.
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9
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KID’S PAGE
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Thu

Fri

Sat

September 2015
Wed

5
Men’s breakfast @
Georges’s 7:00 am each
Saturday

Tue

4

12
Aliquippa Arts & Music
Festival
Franklin Ave.

Mon

11

19

Sun

10
Rachel Circle
12:45 p
Choir 7 pm

18

26

3
Choir 7 pm

9

17
Choir 7 pm

25

2
Deacon mtg.6:30 p

16

24
Choir 7 pm

1
Women’s Assoc.
6:30 p

15

23

8
Session mtg. 7p

14

22
B-B Presbytery Mtg. @
4:00 pm –Plains
Church in Cranberry

30
Friendship Group

7
Labor Day-office closed

13 Rally Day!
Membership Mtg. after
worshp
Confirmation Mtg.

21

29

6

20
Check out the Church
after worshp

28

27
Fellowship Hour-ice
cream sundaes
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