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PASTOR’S PAGE
“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers.”
-Acts 2:42
Well, it has happened again. Another summer seems to have slipped through
our fingers leaving us wondering where it went. I don’t know about you, but
summer sure went fast for the Marlatt family. I enjoyed sharing stories of
vacations and graduation, the beginning of new adventures and the closing of
chapters. The march of time continued and God was present and faithful
throughout. I don’t know about you, but I am so thankful to have such a
wonderful church family to share life with—the joys, the concerns, the gifts
and the unexpected. I also look forward to continue sharing life with all of you
as the calendar flips, the seasons change and the coolness of autumn begins
(but not too soon!).
I am always excited by the
beginning of a new school
year during the fall. While I
may no longer attend
school, I find the return to a
rhythm and order comforting. I also look forward to our church family being all back together again after summer vacation. I look forward to devoting ourselves to our common life
together in the church and I look forward to the order it brings in our spiritual
lives. The rhythms of meeting together, learning from Scripture and being
transformed by the Holy Spirit, worshiping together and praying together,
form us in the image and likeness of Christ. The rhythms of gathering, fellowship, prayer, worship and service form us into people who love God and love
others. And when we do this we glorify God and we experience life fully and
feel fully alive.

“The march of time continued and
God was present and faithful
throughout.”

There are lots of opportunities to join together as God’s family here in
Hopewell Township and grow in spiritual maturity this Fall. There is more
information in the Lamplighter and I encourage you to join us, devote yourself
to God and experience full life.
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If someone were to remove all the things
you say about your faith and the overtly
religious things you do (attend church, pray,
and so on) would there be enough evidence
in your lifestyle to convict you in court that
you are a Christian?
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Educational Opportunities for Students of all Ages!
FOR ADULTS:
†

†

†

NEW THIS FALL! - THURSDAY AM DISCIPLESHIP GROUP-Meeting the 1st & 3rd Thursdays from
10:00 am to Noon beginning September 21st. This class will be a chance to dive in deeper as we explore
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. This will be a time of studying scripture, praying with and for each
other and encouraging each other in our faith journey. We will be using the Discipleship Essentials workbook
which costs $15.00. Please contact Pastor Nick if you are interested in joining this
class so that a workbook can be ordered for you.
SONSHINE CLASS-Meets Sunday mornings at 9:00 am in the Library. Our theme will
be New Testament foundations. Join us as we look at key texts and themes from the
New Testament and see how they connect to Old Testament themes. We will be using
a workbook called New Testament Essentials during the class and it can be purchased
for $12. Workbooks will be available for pick-up on Rally Day, Sunday, September 10.
Speak with Pastor Nick, or email or call the office to sign up so we know how many
books to order.
WILSON BIBLE CLASS-this class will meet Sunday mornings in Room 20 which is located between the
library and Pastor Nick’s office. We will be using the Standard Lesson Quarterly Sunday school lesson
series. The fall study is called “Covenant with God”.

FOR YOUTH:
†

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR PRE-K THRU MIDDLE SCHOOL
“In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my savior.”
LUKE 1:47
With Deep Blue, children will make Bible stories, Bible people, and Bible passages a part of their lives. They will also come to know the Bible as THEIR book and
find ways to let the Bible speak to them today!
Deep Blue incorporates Bible stories, science activities, arts and crafts, animated video storytelling, and active games into a lived-faith experience that will help
children discover what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ today!

†

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP-Grades 7-12 will meet every other Sunday from 3:00-4:30 pm beginning
September 10th. Speak with Pastor Nick if you would like more information.
————————————————

F.E.A.S.T. (Family Eating And Studying Together)
What is it? A mid-week time of fellowship and learning. We begin by sharing a meal together
and then spend time learning together. There is child care and programming for kids up to 6th
grade.
When is it? Wednesday, October 11th thru Wednesday, November 15th from 5:30-7:30 pm
Does it cost anything? $3/person, $12/family to help pay for dinner.
Who should come? You! There will be 2 different classes for adults offered this term:
†
†

Pastor Nick will lead a class on 1 Peter.
Cate Colesar will lead a class on Acts of God-Perhaps the greatest human question of all is the
question of suffering: If God is good, why does He allow so much pain in the world? This is a
question not often talked about, but Acts of God addresses it head on and doesn’t offer trite
answers. A cinematic, six-episode small group study, Acts of God offers insight and hope as
we utilize the biblical story of Joseph to explore how, in the face of personal pain or the suffering of those we love, we can trust in the Lord at all times.
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

The Membership Committee is once again, carefully
and prayerfully, beginning to review the Membership
Roll of the Ohio UP Church.
Do you remember your Membership Vows?
When members joined our church, there were vows
stated that we not only believe in God-Father, Son
and Holy Spirit and His Word as revealed in the Bible, but also to be present in worship,
partaking in communion, and giving to the church your regular financial support.
These vows should not be taken lightly as they are promises to God.
We encourage members of Ohio UP Church to get involved in the life of the church.
You will be blessed by your participation
***The Presbyterian Church’s Book of Order states that when a member has ceased to
participate actively in the word and worship of the congregation for a period of 2
years, the Session may delete their names from the roll.

Join us at 9:00 am September 10 for our
Rally Day
Kick Off to Sunday School!
We will have refreshments and teacher
introductions in fellowship hall.
OUR NEW LITTLE FREE PANTRY! Please help keep it stocked by bringing snack
and meal items appropriate for school-age children, as well as hygiene and school
supplies. You can place them directly in the little free pantry or inside the church in
the marked collection box.
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FROM THE HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT:
Many incidents of credit/debit card fraud have been reported recently. Other police departments in the
area are also receiving multiple reports. While many of the incidents have involved banking ATMs, gas station card readers are also at risk for tampering. We encourage all residents, no matter what banking institution you may have accounts with, to keep a close eye on your account statements. Any possible fraudulent
activity should be reported immediately to your bank and local police departments.
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A DIALOGUE ON THE LORD’S PRAYER
I cannot say OUR if my religion has no room for other people and their needs.
I cannot say FATHER if I do not demonstrate this relationship in my daily living.
I cannot say WHO ART IN HEAVEN if all my interests and pursuits are in earthly
things.
I cannot say HALLOWED BE THY NAME if I, who am called by His name, am not
holy.
I cannot say THY WILL BE DONE if I am unwilling or resentful of having it in my
own life.
I cannot say ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN unless I am truly ready to give
myself to His service here and now.
I cannot say GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD if I ignore the genuine
needs of my neighbors.
I cannot say FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS if I
continue to harbor a grudge against anyone.
I cannot say LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION if I deliberately choose to remain
in a situation where I am likely to be tempted.
I cannot say DELIVER US FROM EVIL if I am not prepared to stand for the right.
I cannot say THINE IS THE KINGDOM if I fear what my neighbors and friends may
say or do.
I cannot say THINE IS THE POWER if I do not open my heart to receive the power
of God in Jesus Christ and show that power through loving others.
I cannot say THINE IS THE GLORY if I am seeking my own glory first.
I cannot say FOREVER if I am too anxious about each day’s affairs.
I cannot say AMEN unless I honestly say, “Cost what it may this is my prayer.”
Amen.
Submitted by Shirley Fluharty
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Mon

6

Thu

5

Worship Mtg. @ 6:00 p

Wed

Women’s Gathering @
6:30 p

13

Tue

12

Ruth Circle 1:00 in library

21

4
Labor Day-office closed

Leadership training 5:30
Deacons 6:30
Session 7:00

20

Choir 7p

26

PneuMatrix Mgt. 6-7:30

27

Choir 7p

28

Choir 7p

14

Choir practice resumes 7p

19

Friendship Group-Amish
Tour

11

18

OUPC serving at Manna

25

B-B Presbytery Mtg. @
Mars 4:00 pm

Deborah Circle @ 6:30p

7

22

15

8

1

23

16

9

2
Men’s Group Pitt Game &
Ribfest

Sat

29

30
MHY Harvest Open House
& Care Cruise 11-3

Fri

September 2017
Sun

10
RALLY DAY
Communion served
Fellowship/Membership
mtg. after worship
Jr. Church volunteers mtg.
after worship
17

24
Pepperoni lunch fundraiser
pick up after worship
Minute for Mission-MHY
Christmas gifts project
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