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What is more, we often erroneously equate
The fact that words are often
“success” with “truth” and
manipulated or couched in nuance to being “right,” “For after all,”
promote one‟s personal view or to the we might tell ourselves, “I
advantage of a particular cause (and must be doing what is right and true for
the detriment of another) is nothing
me to realize so much success in my life
new. We see it in advertisements and
and work, right?” This, in effect, is the
know of it in the proverbial “used car
same thing Sennacherib said, and is
salesman” jokes (and before him there the creed of Social Darwinism that has
was the horse trader, eliciting such
gripped Western thinking for well over a
phrases as being “long in the tooth” for century, which is also the basis of Friebeing old and “don‟t look a gift horse
drich Nietzsche‟s philosophical conin the mouth,” though that is a good
cept of the “superman” of Promethean
idea, for someone might be foisting an character who heroically overcomes
aging relic upon you that is about to
the “outdated” notion of “God,” and it
die, sticking you with the burial costs).
is the same notion that was at the heart
In our legal system we have replaced
of Adolf Hitler‟s declaration that “Might
the medieval notion of determining
makes right!” No, “success” does not
who is true via trial by combat (where it mean one is “true” and “right,” though
was believed God would give strength we may believe that unthinkingly and
to the one who was true to defeat his
accept this notion uncritically when it is
enemy) with the notion of trial by attor- postulated to us by politicians, for exney - who wields words and fine points ample, if not within our own heart of
of the law rather than a broadsword
hearts. In many ways, the Psalmist‟s cry
and shield while clanking around in ar- that “All men are liars” (116:11) does
mor. And, we are often prone to claim have a certain familiar ring to it, and
that “God is on our side,” whoever
Jeremiah‟s lament that “The heart is
“we” may be and whatever our
deceitful above all things and beyond
“cause” might be – whether one concure” (17:9) does reveal a truth we may
siders the claims of Islamic terrorists who readily acknowledge regarding others,
cry “God is great” in Arabic just before but are perhaps loathe to admit for
blowing themselves and others up in
ourselves.
some notion of “holy war” referred to
So what are we to do, if we wish to turn
as Jihad, or opposing claims of 150
years ago in the American Civil War as away from such self-deception? Sadly,
brother fought against brother, or even some give up and just seek to muddle
through life as best they can. I think
in the psychological warfare perpetrated by the Assyrian King Sennacherib Pilate represents this in his encounter
with Jesus. The contrast and irony John
against King Hezekiah of Judah in 701
B.C. as recorded in II Kings 18 when he created in his gospel is stark and glaring
referred to his own success and power to those who bother to read it.
as evidence that he followed the “true”
At the conclusion of the Last Supper we
god, whose altars Hezekiah had reread of Jesus declaring to His disciples
moved. No, words and the whole no“I am the way, the truth and the life.
tion of what is “true” can be a rather
No one comes to the Father except
slippery concept at times, not unlike
through me.” (14:6)
trying to catch a greased pig at a
county fair.
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(Rev. Powell’s article concluded)
Then approximately twelve hours later Jesus is
before Pilate saying, in part, “… for this I came
into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone
on the side of truth listens to me.” To which Pilate somewhat cynically and snidely remarks,
“What is truth?” (18:37-38) Matthew, alone,
then records Pilate‟s futile self-declaration of
pardon in the ritual cleansing of his hands with
water that was very similar to what the priests
did a few blocks away in the confines of the
Temple courtyard before slaughtering the
Passover lamb. (27:24) Clearly, in both word
and deed, he was not interested in truth – just
in getting-by and saving his own skin.
If we really, truly, desire to live in truth,
then we must hold ourselves and one another
scrupulously to God‟s Word, which alone is our
point of reference. As Jesus said, in part, in His
“High Priestly Prayer” in John 17 to God the Father, “…Your Word is Truth.” (v. 17) We must
immerse ourselves in God‟s Holy Word, the Bible, which is “..a lamp to [our] feet and a light
for [our] path[s].” (Psalm 115:105) We must

seek to have the integrity of David in our
prayer lives when he said, “Search me, O God,
and know my heart; test me and know my
anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” (Psalm 139:23-24) We must have the contrition of the tax collector who “…stood at a
distance…” (from the Temple and the Altar)
and …”would not even look up to heaven, but
beat his breast and said, „God, have mercy on
me, a sinner.‟” (Luke 18:13) May we earnestly
crave such integrity for ourselves, our families,
our churches, our communities and our nation
– and may we not settle for anything less than
God‟s Truth, Jesus Christ.

In Christ‟s Love,
Rev. Powell

Terror no more
“You hear, O LORD, the desire of the afflicted; you
encourage them, and you listen to their cry, defending the
fatherless and the oppressed, in order that man, who is of
the earth, may terrify no more.” (Psalm 10:17-18, NIV).
Ten years have passed since that tragic September morning
in 2001, when terrorists took thousands of innocent lives and
shattered America‟s sense of security. As we reflect on this
anniversary, Psalm 10 reminds us that God is on the side of
the victim, the weak and the helpless. He won‟t ignore the
cries of the people in need, and he ensures that justice is
ultimately done.
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New Kindergarten-8th Grade Youth Program!
Hey kids! Starting on Tuesday, September 27th, there will be a new youth program for
students in kindergarten thru 8th grade. Patti Strominger will be in charge and you will
meet the last Tuesday of each month at these times:
K-4th grade
K–8th grade praise and worship together
5th-8th grade

6:30-7:00 pm
7:00-7:15 pm
7:15-8:00 pm

Snacks & drinks will be provided but make sure to eat dinner before you come. Outings might also be planned, periodically. Invite your friends and plan to come and
have a good time.
For more information, contact Patti Strominger at 724-495-2146
or email her at pattistr@gmail.com

Don’t Forget that Sunday School begins soon.

RALLY DAY IS SEPTEMBER 11TH AT 9:00 AM!
Sr. High Youth
“Hang Time”
During the month of September come and join
the other Sr. High youth of
Ohio UP on Thursdays
from 5:00-6:30 pm.
Jon Moss & Donna Craig will provide a
meal and a place to hang out with your
friends as the church investigates options
for the youth program in the weeks and
months ahead.
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Birthdays
1
2
3
5
8
9
10
11
12
14
15
19
20
22
24

25
26 Marlene Leheny
Amber Tackac
Alexa Schomburg
Luke Schomburg
Kaitlyn Rae McIlroy
26 Emma DiCicco
27 Bill Broadwater
28 Ella Mae Spieker
Vanessa Augspurger
29 Lauren Fouse
Lindsay Fouse
30 Marsha Mann
Emily Kocher

Jacob Specht
Ed Burak
Nancy Glatz
Laura Stratton
Karen Gartley
Clyde Nale, Jr.
Barbara Glover
Marge Shubeyski
Michael Duganich
Pat Wozniak
Zachary Verostek
Edward Canonge
Terry Canonge
Lois Davie
Christine Hurni
Allison Martin
Terri Sanders
Dave Miller
Nicholas Barth
Roger Canonge
Christina Murdoch
Alan Byers
Diane Byers

Anniversaries
2
9
10
14
15
25
26
28

Chris & Kristy Otto
Ed & Jane Hilliard
Jim & Jean Barth
Jim & Karen Bauder
Ed & Evelyn Lawson (50th!)
Dale & Kathy Fouse
Mark & Donna Olexick
Rich & Eleanor Pike
Rob & Connie Harmotto

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL & BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES THIS FALL
Harmony of the Westminster Confession
and Catechisms

The Sonshine Class, led by Rev. Eric Powell, will
be studying the book of James this fall during the
This evening bible study will be taught by Jim
Sunday school hour. Due to his upcoming knee
Novacek. This handbook lays out the standard for
surgery, please watch the bulletins for a start date
Protestant doctrine in a way that is easy to underfor this class.
stand and also backed by extensive Scriptural references. There are many topics that can be covered,
The Wilson Bible Class will be continuing their
including predestination, providence, sanctification, faith, ethics, prayer, the sacraments, and the weekly bible study during Sunday school. They are
beginning a new lesson focusing on Tradition and
church. The study questions and answers in the
Wisdom
with lessons from Proverbs, Ecclesiastes,
book will be provided by Jim, so participants will
Song
of Solomon, and Matthew.
not be required to purchase the book.
Watch the bulletin for more
information about a starting date and time!

“It is useless to pray for more knowledge, power or
faith until you begin to use what you have already.”
-Henry Bucklew
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

THANK YOU
Nell Purdie was pleased
to receive so many
lovely get well cards and so many
lovely birthday cards from her
friends at Ohio Church. She enjoys
being with family in New York and
she sends her best to
everyone.
SAVE THE DATE!
The Women‟s Association will be
hosting a Harvest Dinner on
October 18th at 6:00 pm. This will
replace the Turkey Dinner. More
information about the
dinner and how to reserve your
place will appear in the
October Lamplighter and in
future worship bulletins.
THE COOKBOOKS ARE
HERE!
Be sure to stop by the
church to pick up your
copy of the new church cookbook.
It is filled with over 600 wonderful
recipes from current members, their
family and friends, and even some
favorite recipes from the previous
cookbook. At only $15 each, this
lovely, three ring-binder style cookbook makes a wonderful gift, as
well, so buy some extra ones, too.
The cookbooks are on sale each

Sunday after worship and also during the week while the church office is open. If you pay by check,
please make the check payable to
the Ohio UP Women‟s Association
and mark “Cookbook” in the
memo line.
CHURCH CLEAN-UP DAY
Please come ready to work at 9:00
am on Saturday, September 10th
and help the Property Committee
do some much-needed work
around the church. For more details about what you might need to
bring, you can contact Jeff Barth
or Chris Otto, or call the church office. You will work from 9:00-1:00
and lunch will be provided.
WE’RE SERVING AT MANNA!
Ohio UP is serving at Manna again
on Tuesday, September 20th. As in
previous months, workers are asked
to be at the House of Prayer Lutheran Church at 5:30 pm to help
serve the meal and also to just talk
with those who have come to enjoy a meal and the company of
others. This ministry has grown by
leaps and bounds over the last
year and the average attendance
now is around 90! Contact the
church office if you‟d like to help.

Your Pastor Nominating Committee:
Jim Novacek
Bob Hurni
Dianne Kanitra
Chuck Adamski
Eleanor Pike
Lynn Smith
Betty Solinski
Sharon Neville
Please keep them and their families in your prayers as they
work through the process of finding your next installed pastor.

6

A student in this congregation may
qualify for a $70,000 scholarship at

WESTMINSTER COLLEGE

We invite this congregation to nominate two (2) of your rising high
school seniors to the Young
Presbyterian Scholars Program at Westminster
College, a scholarship worth $17,500/year for a
4 year total of $70,000!!
Eligibility is based upon membership in the PC (USA), a 3.5+ HSGPA
& nomination for the scholarship by this congregation & pastor. In
addition to the scholarship, Young Presbyterian Scholars
become part of a Program of mentoring, discussion groups
& service projects.

WESTMINSTER COLLEGE
Is
A private, liberal arts college of about 1600 students with a 12:1 student/faculty ratio, offering 41 majors & 10 pre-professional programs
Able to report a 98% placement rate within 1 year of graduation
A safe, beautiful 300 acre residential campus just 65 miles north of
Pittsburgh, PA
A top-tier school, rated consistently high by U.S. News Guide to
America’s Best Colleges, The Princeton Review & Washington Monthly
College Guide

For more information please contact:

Carey Anne M. LaSor

Coordinator, Young Presbyterian Scholars Program
Westminster College
319 S. Market Street, Box #66
New Wilmington, PA 16172
724-946-7365
meyerca@westminster.edu
www.westminster.edu/yps

Laughter is the Best Medicine
-Using Humor to Manage the Stress of Caregiving
If you’re caring for an older adult, you won’t want to miss this hilarious and
heartwarming free workshop with award-winning speaker Jeff Esper!

September 15th, 2011
6:00-7:30 pm
Valley Care Adult Day Services Center
345 Maplewood Avenue
Ambridge, PA 15003
Refreshments will be provided.
Free on-site respite care for older adults available during workshop.
Advance reservations required.
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RSVP by September 9th to 412-749-5257 or valleycare@valleycareassociation.org

Imagine

40 Days for Life

Women of Faith Conference

Christians throughout Pittsburgh are invited to
take part in the international 40 Days for Life
October 7-8, 2011
effort from September 28th-November 6th. In
Consol Energy Center
addition to 40 days of peaceful prayer and
fasting for an end to abortion, please consider
Escape from the everyday at a Women of volunteering to pray outside of the Planned
Faith weekend and be refreshed, encour- Parenthood abortion clinic, located at 933 Libaged and inspired. Because the God who erty Avenue in Pittsburgh during the 40 days,
and spread the word to others about this imloves you can do far more than you can
portant life-saving effort. To get more inforevery Imagine.
mation, or to volunteer to help, please contact
Nikki Bruni at nbruni@40daysforlifepgh.com
Weekend Event Includes:
or 412-926-9413. To receive daily devotional
Friday 10:00 am-3:30 pm
prayers, register at www.40daysforlife.com/
7:00 pm-10:00 pm
pittsburgh.
Saturday 9:00 am-5:00 pm
Pittsburgh, PA

Register Today by contacting
Sharon Neville
At
724-375-7175
Find out more about the Women of Faith
conference by checking out their website:
Womenoffaith.com/imagine

The ecumenical 40 day campaign will kick-off
on Saturday, September 24th at 3:00 pm in
Phil’s Parking Lot, located at 917 Liberty Avenue, downtown Pittsburgh. Come! Join with
other Christians for a meaningful time of
praise and worship...music by the Christian
band Intent and many motivating speakers!
This event will close with a short procession to
the Planned Parenthood abortion clinic for
prayer and hymns.

Aliquippa Celebrates Faith

18th Annual Aliquippa Art & Music Festival

4th Annual Unity Worship Service
September 18, 2011
Sunday Evening 6:30 pm
Senior High School Auditorium

The Franklin Center of Beaver County (FCBC)
and partnering organizations are proud to announce that the 18th annual Aliquippa Art &
Music Festival will be held on September 10,
2011.

Many Churches, Varied Expressions
One Savior and Lord
Unity Choir Announcement
Wanted: Choir members and singers
(ages 15 & older) to participate in a unity
choir that will sing at the Unity Service
For more info contact richliptak@gmail.com or
curtis42r@hotmail.com

The FCBC is currently recruiting vendors, including non-profit organizations and businesses, to set up a booth.
If you have any questions about this event or
about how to reserve a booth, call the Festival Coordinator at (724) 728-6000, or email
rjohnson@aaud.org
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5TH ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL!
Saturday, September 24th from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Don‟t miss Ohio UP‟s Fall Festival! Children‟s activities will include crafts, games
and prizes, and a puppet show. We are also having a silent auction full of
many different items for you to bid on. SERRV, which sells unique items made
by crafters from third-world countries, will be on hand You can participate in
an old-fashioned cake walk, sack races, or just come out and enjoy this time of
fellowship. We will have lunch available, featuring homemade soup, as well as
a bake sale (sponsored by the Deacons).
Extra containers of soup will be available for purchase, and any extras will be
sold on Sunday after church.
This year after we have a special treat. A couple of volunteers from Lincoln
Park Performing Arts Center in Midland (including our own Emily Pasquarelli) will
be on hand with an interactive drum facilitation demonstration.
Most activities are free or inexpensive, so please come out and join us!
This event will be held rain or shine, both inside and outside the church.

Wanted: Gift Baskets for Silent Auction
As mentioned above, we are having a Silent Auction of theme-oriented baskets during
our FALL FESTIVAL this year. If you would like to get in on the fun, be creative and
donate your own theme basket (or any type of container you desire to use as your base).
Just make up the basket and be sure to include an itemized list of the contents, including a monetary value.
Some ideas for baskets/containers:
Chocolate lover’s
School supplies
Kid’s activities/games
Coffee/tea items
Baker’s basket
Kithen theme
Handyman/auto items, etc.
Sports theme
Italian cooking theme
Be Creative and Have Fun!
For more information about how to donate a basket or to volunteer to help with Fall
Fest, please contact Chris Hurni (724-375-0925) or call the church office. Volunteers
are needed in all areas!
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Mon

Tue

Sat

3

Fri
2

10
Church clean-up day
@ 9:00-1:00

Thu
1
Sr. H
high Youth 5p
Choir practice 7p

9

17

Wed

September 2011
Sun

8

16

24
FALL FEST 11-2

5 Labor Day
Church office
Closed

20
Manna 5:30 p

Rachel circle 12:45
Sr. high Youth 5p
Choir 7 p
14
Esther Circle 9:30a
Ruth Circle-Noon

15
Sr. High Youth 5p
Thurs. Evening Bible
Study 6-7pm
Choir 7 pm

23

6
7
Women’s Assoc. Mtg. Deacons mtg. 6:30 p
6:30 pm
Fellow/mem mtg.6p
CE mtg. 6:30p

21

22
Sr. high youth 5p
Choir 7p

30

13
Cub Scouts joining
night 7-8 pm

28

29
Sr. high youth 5p
Choir 7p

12
Hand bells 6:30p
Boy Scouts 7p

19
Boy Scouts 7p

27
K-8th youth group

Session mtg. 7:00 p

18

26
Hand bells 6:30 p
Boy Scouts 7p

11
9/11 Tenth anniver.
Rally Day (start of
Sunday School)

25
Fellowship luncheon
following worship
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