September 2016

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”
—Nelson Mandela

PASTOR’S PAGE
Well, it has happened again. Another summer seems to have slipped
through our fingers leaving us wondering where it went. I don’t know about
you, but summer sure went fast for the Marlatt family. Vacation Bible School
was a wonderful way to start the summer off with a bang. We then turned to
preparing for Isabella to make her entrance into the world. She took her time
coming too—showing up 7 days late. And speaking of things coming late, the
lift is FINALLY finished. It is all in, inspected and welcomed its first riders on
Sunday, August 14. I originally was hoping that is would have been installed
and ready to use Christmas 2015, but better late than never! And now I find
myself writing my Lamplighter letter looking forward to all that begins again
with the start of a new school year.
As the calendar moves forward into September, our Ohio UP Church
family life is picking up again. As we head into fall I want to encourage us to
continue gathering together and telling the stories of the Church as well as our
individual stories, seeing how our individual stories are a continuation of the
Biblical story. I want us to live into our identity as being a part of the Great
Cloud of Witnesses, running with perseverance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith (Heb. 12:1). We will
have lots of opportunities to learn the Biblical story, the story of Ohio UP
Church as well as share our own stories this fall. Check out the schedule for
FEAST, Sunday School class offerings and make sure to join us on the last
Sunday of every month after worship for our monthly fellowship hour. Let’s
keep sharing our stories as we grow in spiritual maturity.
I also want to take a minute to let all you know about a fun development in our Church family. We will begin having Youth Group again the end
of September. There is a great group of dedicated young men and women
who joined the church this spring after successfully finishing confirmation
class who keep asking about and pushing for starting up a youth group. And
while I may have been born at night, it wasn’t last night, so when a group of
people are asking for something and are willing to work to make sure it
succeeds, I listen. So I invite all youth in the church, from grade 7 through
grade 12 to join us every other Sunday afternoon from 3:30 to 5pm. Keep
your eyes on the calendar for Youth Group Sundays.
I look forward to seeing you all in service and around the community.
Grace and peace,
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JOIN US FOR
RALLY DAY!
SEPTEMBER 18
@ 8:45 AM
IN FELLOWSHIP HALL
Rally Day celebrates the start of Sunday school
classes for all ages.
Come enjoy donuts and beverages, music, crafts
for the kids, as well as a special opening time in
fellowship hall. We have classes for Pre-K thru
12th grade, as well as classes for Adults.
Bring jars of peanut butter and jelly also to give
to the Salvation Army Food Bank.
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New members class forming soon!
Have you found yourself attending Ohio UP Church for awhile?
Would you like to learn more about
the congregation and join our Ohio
UP Church Family?
Then join us during our F.E.A.S.T.
(Family Eating And Studying Together)

class this fall.
The class begins Wednesday, October
5 and will finish up on Wednesday,
November 9.
For more complete description of the
class, see the article on page 5.
Autumn harvest dinner
&
Talent show
Saturday, October 8th @ 6:00 PM
Come eat a delicious turkey dinner with all the trimmings and
then stay for the talent show!
If you have a talent to share (singing, playing an instrument,
performing magic tricks , acting, etc., then
start practicing now! You can perform
by yourself or with a group.
ALL AGES WELCOME!
Sign ups will begin soon so be watching the
bulletin and the next Lamplighter.
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Educational Opportunites for Students of all Ages!
FOR ADULTS:
†

†

SONSHINE CLASS-Meets Sunday mornings in the Library. Our theme will
be Old Testament foundations. Join us as we look at key texts and
themes from the Old Testament. We will learn the message of the Old
Testament, see how the Old Testament points to Jesus Christ, and see
how the Old Testament is still relevant to our lives today. We will be using a workbook called
Old Testament Essentials during the class and it can be purchased for $15. Workbooks will be
available for pick-up on Rally Day, Sunday, September 18. Email or call the office to sign up.
WILSON BIBLE CLASS-this class will meet Sunday mornings in Room 20 which is located between the library and Pastor Nick’s office. We will be using the Standard Lesson Quarterly
Sunday school lesson series. The fall study is called “The Sovereignty of God” and is a study of
the books of Isaiah, Matthew, Hebrews and Revelation.

FOR YOUTH:
†

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR PRE-K THRU MIDDLE SCHOOL
“In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my savior.”
LUKE 1:47
With Deep Blue, children will make Bible stories, Bible people,
and Bible passages a part of their lives. They will also come to
know the Bible as THEIR book and find ways to let the Bible
speak to them today!
Deep Blue incorporates Bible stories, science activities, arts and crafts, animated video storytelling, and active games into a lived-faith experience that will help children discover what it
means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ today!
HIGH SCHOOL-We are looking at several options for our high school students.
————————————————

F.E.A.S.T.
(Family Easting And Studying Together)
Topic: Welcome to the Family. We will be learning the story of Ohio
UP Church, the Presbyterian Church (USA), and discussing what it
means to be a part of the Ohio UP Church family.
What is it? A mid-week time of fellowship and learning. We begin
by sharing a meal together and then spend time learning together. There is child care and programming for kids up to 6th grade.
When is it? Wednesday, October 5th thru Wednesday, November 9th from 5:30-7:00 pm
Does it cost anything? $3/person, $12/family to help pay for dinner.
Who should come? You! Whether you have been here 5 months or 50 years, everyone will learn
something and get to know other members of the family better.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

YOUTH GROUP NEWS!!!
Hey, Ohio UP Church family! We are going to get a youth group started up again.
All Ohio UP youth from grades 7 through 12 are invited to participate in youth
group. We will plan to meet every other Sunday from 3:30 to 5:00 pm. Our first
even will be the Annual Youth Scavenger Hunt in Pittsburgh on Sunday, September
25th. We will meet again on Sunday, October 9th from 3:30 to 5:00 pm at Ohio UP.

VISIT WITH SCOTTY CRIBBS

Recently several of us had a chance to with visit Scotty Cribbs at his residence in
Bridgeville. We had a great time catching him up on news of Ohio UP Church, getting a tour of his building and apartment, and just seeing how well he is doing.
Pictured are Sarah Shaffer, Judi Halavanja, Ella Mae Spieker, Scotty Cribbs, Sharon
Nevllie, Betty Solinski, and Shirley Fluharty. Julie Novacek was a bit camera shy so
took the photo. Special thanks to Scott Neville, who drove the church van for us,
and who was cooling it down for us when the photo was taken.

ENCOURAGEMENT BOX FOR AMY
We are going to do an encouragement box for Amy
Martin Effler. I am hoping to get a box/tote into the
back of the church soon. We will collect items until
September 4th. Bonnie Martin told me that Amy
would appreciate the following items if people would
want to include any of these with a note for her to help
make it more personal.
She loves:
† Dried fruits (mangos especially)
† Sour patch candies
† Healthy snacks and drinks
† Sudoku, crossword and mind puzzle books
† Short inspirational books
Thank you! If you have any questions, you can contact
Cate Colesar at caterhone@yahoo.com.

We would like to say a big THANK YOU to our
church family for all your visits, gifts, cards, and
prayers for Amy. The family really appreciates it!
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NEEDED: COLLEGE STUDENTS’ NEW CONTACT INFO
The college students have returned to school and we need their current
contact info to stay in touch, send care packages, etc. Students attending
local colleges while living at home will also receive care packages.
Please provide the information requested below so we know best how to
keep in touch and let our students know how important they are to us.
Email the information to the church or mail this to the church office.
STUDENT____________________________________________________________________________
SCHOOL_____________________________________________________________________________
MAJOR (IF DECLARED)_________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS FOR PACKAGES_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
FOOD ALLERGIES_____________________________________________________________________
CONTACT INFO (CELL #/EMAIL) TO SAY HELLO____________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

SUITCASES NEEDED FOR M.H.Y.!!!

American Airlines has changed their
bag policy and I can no longer get
damaged or unclaimed suitcases for
the kids that reside at Mars Home for
Youth. The kids need them when
they do Foster weekends and when
they matriculate out. Our goal is no
more cardboard boxes and/or garbage bags. For more information,
contact me at 724-378-3608 or email
me at babate64@comcast.net.
Thanks for your help!
Bev

Ohio UP will be taking the church van to the
Harvest Open House-sign-ups begin soon.
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE & CHURCH PICNIC 2016
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS!
Grade 7 through Grade 12
Join us every other Sunday afternoon
from 3:30 to 5pm at the church. Our kick off event is the
Scavenger Hunt below. There is special timing for this first
event, so see Pastor Nick for details.
OHIO UP CHURCH YOUTH! JOIN THE
FUN AT THE BEAVER-BUTLER
PRESYBTERY’S

Annual Youth Scavenger Hunt
Sunday, September 25, 2016
2 pm -4:30pm
First Presbyterian Church
320 Sixth Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Put on your best walking shoes and bring your cell
phones because we are spending the afternoon
exploring the weirder side of downtown Pittsburgh.
You will be given time to figure out clues and then a
race around town with your youth group.
Snacks will be served
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KID’S PAGE
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21
Christian Ed Mtg. @ 6:00 p

29
Worship Mtg. @ 6:15p
Choir @ 7:00 p

22
Choir @ 7:00 p

30

23

24
MHY Harvest Open House

Sat

September 2016

3

Fri
2

10

Thu
1
Choir practice resumes @
7:00 p

9

Wed

8
Choir at 7:00 p

17

Tue

7

16

Mon

6
Women’s Assoc. @ 6:30 p

15
Rachel Circle
Young Life Prayer Team
Mtg. @ 1:00 pm

Sun

5
Labor Day-office closed

14
Ruth Circle

pantry!
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13
Deacons Mtg. @ 6:30 p
Session Mtg. @ 7:00 p

20

28
Friendship Group

Don’t forget to bring in food items
for the Salvation Army food

11
Communion served

19
Hand bells @ 6:30 p

27
Presbytery Mtg. @ Camp
Crestfield-5:00
Ohio UP serving at Manna

26
Hand bells @ 6:30 p

Choir at 7:00 p

12
Hand bell practice resumes
@ 6:30 p
Property Mtg. @ 6:30p

Pirate Game & Tailgater

18
RALLY DAY @ 8:45 a
Start of Sunday school for
all ages
Membership/Fellowship
Mtg. after worship
25
Deacon’s Fellowship
Youth Group Scavenger
Hunt in Pittsburgh!
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