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PASTOR’S PAGE
You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in
your body.
—1 Corinthians 6:19b-20
And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.
—Acts 2:42
Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. I
hope this October edition of the Lamplighter finds you well and enjoying the
beginning of Autumn. The first four questions of The Study Catechism of the
PC(USA) addresses the foundational question for all of humanity—Why am I
here? It begins by exploring our purpose. I exist—we exist—to glorify God
and enjoy Him forever. I exist—we exist—to live by the grace of Jesus Christ,
for the love of God, and in the communion of the Holy Spirit. The logical follow up question then, is this: How do I live my purpose? I live my purpose—
we live our purpose—by living a life of gratitude to God through worship, service, prayer and participation in a community of faith (church).
Why do I bring this up? I bring this up because sometimes we forget why we
gather together. I bring this up because sometimes we make church too complicated. I bring this up because it reveals the purpose of the church. We
gather together every Sunday morning because we recognize that we have
been purchased by the blood of Christ and in gratitude we seek to glorify God.
We gather to be formed into the image and likeness of Christ in order to be
God’s representatives and icons in the world. We gather to be shaped into
disciples or followers of Jesus Christ in order to go and make disciples of all
nations (Matt. 28:19-20). The Church exists to teach us why we are here and
what we are to do. The Church exists to teach us about God, about ourselves, and help us learn how to live out our purpose.
Ohio United Presbyterian Church exists to be a community of faith, hope, love
and witness to the world, so we can go and make disciples of all nations. We
do this through worship, service, witness and education. In short, we love
God, love others and help others love God.
My goal as pastor here is to whole-heartedly live into this mission of worship,
service, witness and education. My hope and prayer is you all will continue to
join me in this mission—this is why we are here, this is why we were created.
This is our purpose. My desire is to make sure everything we do here is focused on becoming disciples ourselves, and then going out and making disciples of all nations. This will be one of the hardest things we will ever do, but I
know that it will set our hearts afire. Then we will know the joy of God and the
peace that surpasses all understanding.
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Grace and peace,
Pastor Nick
*See the next page for Questions 1-4 of the PC(USA) Study Catechism
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For Reference : Questions 1-4 of the PC(USA) Study Catechism
Question 1. What is God’s purpose for your life?
God wills that I should live by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, for
the love of God, and in the communion of the Holy Spirit.
Question 2. How do you live by the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ?
I am not my own. I have been bought with a price. The Lord Jesus
Christ loved me and gave himself for me. I entrust myself completely
to his care, giving thanks each day for his wonderful goodness.
Question 3. How do you live for the love of God?
I love because God first loved me. God loves me in Christ with a love that never ends. Amazed by
grace, I no longer live for myself. I live for the Lord who died and rose again, triumphant over
death, for my sake. Therefore, I take those around me to heart, especially those in particular need,
knowing that Christ died for them no less than for me.
Question 4. How do you live in the communion of the Holy Spirit?
By the Holy Spirit, I am made one with the Lord Jesus Christ. I am baptized into Christ’s body, the
church, along with all others who confess him by faith. As a member of this community, I trust in
God’s Word, share in the Lord’s Supper, and turn to God constantly in prayer. As grow in grace
and knowledge, I am led to do the good works that God intends for my life.

SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS FROM SEPTEMBER MEETING
Leave request approved.
Judi: Oct 10-11, Vacation, Dorothy Elko filling in
Pastor Nick: Oct 4-9 attend cousin’s wedding
Motion to approve the lease for Cares of Western PA Inc. with a security deposit to be paid at 100 dollars per month for 5 months for a total of 500 dollars passed.
Motion to approve Fundraiser requests passed.
Sandwich sale, Sept 24, purchase gifts for MHY Christmas gifts
Soup Sale, Nov 5, purchase gifts for MHY Christmas gifts
Motion to approve Advent and Christmas worship schedule passed.
Cantata, 3rd Sunday of Advent, Dec 17
Christmas Eve/4th Sunday of Advent: 10am worship, 6pm worship w/ communion
Christmas Day: 10am worship in PJs
November Presbytery Leader will be Lynn Smith
Motion to approve the new Church use Request Form Passed
Lynn Smith and Barb Mihalow will be Presbytery commissioners for 2017-2018.
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Ed Hilliard
Tom Owczarzak
Patrick Gregory
Eleanor Pike
Alaina Stroud
Gary Cronin
Lois Dancer
Lois Kearns
Kristi Lucas

10/3
10/3
10/8
10/8
10/8
10/8
10/9
10/10
10/11
William Arzberger 10/12
Shawn Bruno
10/12
Janis Lewis
10/13
Breyson Hoth
10/14
Donald McFarland 10/16
Brittany Smith
10/16
Dianne Kanitra 10/17
Patti Strominger 10/18

Kenneth Kearns
Lillian Otto
Evelyn Moss
Andrew Shaffer
Keith Murdoch
Trent Nan

10/19
10/19
10/20
10/22
10/24
10/29

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
Robert & Sandra Nan
Kevin & Nancy Hribar
Jim & Elaine Verostek
Nick & Caitlin Colesar
Jeff & Jennifer Davis
Scott & Sharon Neville
Richard & Barbara Tackac
Larry & Susan Palochak
Jim & Vi Young

10/11
10/11
10/14
10/15
10/16
10/16
10/20
10/23
10/23

4

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

THANK YOU
Chuck and Janice Adamski would like to thank everyone at Ohio UP Church
for their prayers and cards and food, and cookies, and COOKIES! Especially
Pastor Nick for his visits and others who have visited us. Chuck is making a
slow recovery after his fall and he hopes to come back to church soon.
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Thanks to everyone who has signed up so far to volunteer in our nursery. We
still have a few dates open so please prayerfully consider signing up for one
of the following dates: November 26, December 10, 17, 24 and 31st. There is
a sign up sheet in the cry room or you can let Judi in the church office know
so she can add you to the schedule.
RUMMAGE SALE TO HELP SUPPORT ALIQUIPPA MISSIONARIES
Scott and Sue Branderhorst, local missionaries to the Aliquippa area, are
holding a Rummage Sale at Mt. Carmel Presbyterian Church on Friday,
October 20th from 9:00 am to 4 pm and on Saturday, October 21st from 9:00
am to Noon. As with other missionaries, Scott and Sue must raise their own
income through pledges and other fundraising opportunities, in order for
them to continue to serve the least and the lost in the area. Items can be
dropped off Monday through Thursday, October 16-19 from 9:00 am to 1:00
pm. Contact 412-418-1852 to arrange other times to donate items.
CHURCH CLEAN UP DAY
Join us on Saturday, November 4th at 9:00 am as we prepare the church for
hosting the November 14th Beaver-Butler Presbytery Meeting and also to do
annual fall clean up work inside and outside. There will be plenty to do for all
ages!
OHIO UP CHURCH IS HOSTING THE NOVEMBER PRESBYTERY MEETING!
Watch for sign ups soon to help with the November 14th Presbytery Meeting.
We’ll need help setting up and also for helping with registration, refreshments,
etc. If you have any questions you can speak with Lynn Smith, who is coordinating this.
CONCERT
Alex Barna will be singing with the Penn State University choir in a concert
“Essence of Joy” hosted by New Bethlehem Presbyterian Church, 183 New
Bethlehem Church Rd., on Saturday, November 4th at 7:00 pm. The choir is
focusing on music from the African and African American traditions.
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The Gallery of God
The LORD is good and his love endures forever.
Psalm 100:5

Psalm 100 is like a work of art that helps us celebrate our unseen God. While the
focus of our worship is beyond view, His people make Him known.
Imagine the artist with brush and palette working the colorful words of this
psalm onto a canvas. What emerges before our eyes is a world—“all the earth”—
shouting for joy to the Lord (v. 1). Joy. Because it is the delight of our God to
redeem us from death. “For the joy that was set before Him,” Jesus endured the
cross (Heb. 12:2 nkjv).
As our eyes move across the canvas we see an all-world choir of countless
members singing “with gladness” and “joyful songs” (Ps. 100:2). Our heavenly
Father’s heart is pleased when His people worship Him for who He is and what
He has done.
Then we see images of ourselves, fashioned from dust in the hands of our
Creator, and led like sheep into green pastures (v. 3). We, His people, have a
loving Shepherd.
Finally, we see God’s great and glorious dwelling place—and the gates through
which His rescued people enter His unseen presence, while giving Him thanks
and praise (v. 4).
What a picture, inspired by our God. Our good, loving, and faithful God.
No wonder it will take forever to enjoy His greatness!
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THERE IS STILL ROOM FOR YOU!!!
Educational Opportunities for Students of all Ages!
FOR ADULTS:
†

NEW THIS FALL! - THURSDAY AM DISCIPLESHIP GROUP-Meeting usually the 1st & 3rd Thursdays from
10:00 am to 11:30 am This class will be a chance to dive in deeper as we explore what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. This will be a time of studying scripture, praying with and for each other and encouraging
each other in our faith journey. We will be using the Discipleship Essentials workbook
which costs $15.00. Please contact Pastor Nick if you are interested in joining this class
so that a workbook can be ordered for you. The first week of October the class will meet
on Tuesday, October 3rd due to Pastor Nick’s vacation.

†

SONSHINE CLASS-Meets Sunday mornings at 9:00 am in the Library. Our theme will be
New Testament foundations. Join us as we look at key texts and themes from the New
Testament and see how they connect to Old Testament themes. We will be using a workbook called New Testament Essentials during the class and it can be purchased for $12. Workbooks will be
available for pick-up on Rally Day, Sunday, September 10. Speak with Pastor Nick, or email or call the office
to sign up so we know how many books to order.

†

WILSON BIBLE CLASS-this class will meet Sunday mornings in Room 20 which is located between the
library and Pastor Nick’s office. We will be using the Standard Lesson Quarterly Sunday school lesson
series. The fall study is called “Covenant with God”.

†

FOR YOUTH:
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR PRE-K THRU MIDDLE SCHOOL
“In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my savior.”
LUKE 1:47
With Deep Blue, children will make Bible stories, Bible people, and Bible passages
a part of their lives. They will also come to know the Bible as THEIR book and find
ways to let the Bible speak to them today!
Deep Blue incorporates Bible stories, science activities, arts and crafts, animated video storytelling, and active games into a lived-faith experience that will help children discover what it means to be a disciple of Jesus
Christ today!

†

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR HIGH SCHOOL The older students will continue work on their own curriculum.
There is also will meet every other Sunday from 3:00-4:30 pm beginning September 10th. Speak with Pastor Nick if you would like more information

F.E.A.S.T. (Family Eating And Studying Together)
What is it? A mid-week time of fellowship and learning. We begin by sharing a meal together and then spend
time learning together. There is child care and programming for kids up to 6th grade.
When is it? Wednesday, October 11th thru Wednesday, November 15th from 5:30-7:30 pm
Does it cost anything? $3/person, $12/family to help pay for dinner.
Who should come? You! There will be 2 different classes for adults offered this term:
†
Pastor Nick will lead a class on 1 Peter.
† Cate Colesar will lead a class on Acts of God
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Sun

2

9

Mon

16
Deborah Circle 6:30 p @
home of Nancy Hribar
Property Mtg. @ 6:30 p

23

30

Tue

3
Discipleship Essentials 10 a
Nominating Mtg. 6 –7 p
Women’s Gathering 6:30 p

4

Wed

Pastor Nick vacation

Thu

5
Pastor Nick vacation
Choir 7 p

FEAST begins 5:30-7:30 p

19

12
PneuMatrix @ Presbytery
office 7-9 p

10
New Leader Training 5:30 p
Deacons 6:30 p
Session 7:00 p

18

Discipleship Essentials 10 a
Worship Mtg. 6 p
Choir 7 p

11
Ruth Circle 1:00 p

17

FEAST 5:30 P

26
Choir 7p

Choir 7 p

Beaver Elder Care visit @
1:30 p

25

24
Young Life Prayer Team
10:30 a @ manse

31
Trick or treat night

Fri

14

6
Pastor Nick vacation

13

28

Sat

Autumn Harvest Turkey
Dinner @ 5:00 p

21

27

20

Pastor Nick vacation

7
MRE Pancake Breakfast
fundraiser

October 2017
1
World Communion Sunday
Youth Scavenger Hunt in
Pittsburgh. Meet at church
at 1:00 p

8
Herb Bailey preaching
Fellowship/Membership
Mtg. after worship

15
Youth Group 3:00-4:30 p

22

29
Reformation Sunday
Youth Group 3:00-4:30 p
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