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You are not your own, for you were bought with a price.  So glorify God in your body. 
 —1 Corinthians 6:19b-20  

 
And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 

the prayers. 
—Acts 2:42 

   
 

Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  I hope this  October    

edition of the Lamplighter finds you well and enjoying the beginning of Autumn.  The first four     

questions of the The Study Catechism of the PC(USA) addresses the foundational question for all of 

humanity—Why am I here?  It begins by exploring our purpose.  I exist—we exist—to glorify God and 

enjoy Him forever.  I exist—we exist—to live by the grace of Jesus Christ, for the love of God, and in 

the communion of the Holy Spirit.  The logical follow up question then, is this: How do I live my     

purpose?  I live my purpose—we live our purpose—by living a life of gratitude to God through wor-

ship, service, prayer and participation in a community of faith (church).   

 

Why do I bring this up?  I bring this up because sometimes we forget why we gather together.  I bring 

this up because sometimes we make church too complicated.  I bring this up because it reveals the 

purpose of the church.  We gather together every Sunday morning because we recognize that we 

have been purchased by the blood of Christ and in gratitude we seek to glorify God.  We gather to be 

formed into the image and likeness of Christ in order to be God’s representatives and icons in the 

world.  We gather to be shaped into disciples or followers of Jesus Christ in order to go and make 

disciples of all nations (Matt. 28:19-20).  The Church exists to teach us why we are here and what we 

are to do.  The Church exists to teach us about God, about ourselves, and help us learn how to live 

out our purpose.   

 

Ohio United Presbyterian Church exists to be a community of faith, hope, love and witness to the 

world, so we can go and make disciples of all nations.  We do this through worship, service, witness 

and education.  In short, we love God, love others and help others love God.   

 

My goal as pastor here is to whole-heartedly live into this mission of worship, service, witness and 

education.  My hope and prayer is you all will continue to join me in this mission—this is why we are 

here, this is why we were created.  This is our purpose.  My desire is to make sure everything we do 

here is focused on becoming disciples ourselves, and then going out and making disciples of all na-

tions.  This will be one of the hardest things we will ever do, but I know that it will set our hearts afire.  

Then we will know the joy of God and the peace that surpasses all understanding. 

 

Grace and peace,  
 

 

Pastor Nick                                                                            (see next page for Catechism questions) 



For Reference:  Questions 1-4 of the PC(USA) Study Catechism 

Question 1. What is God’s purpose for your life?  

God wills that I should live by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, for the love of God, and in the 

communion of the Holy Spirit.  

Question 2. How do you live by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ?  

I am not my own. I have been bought with a price. The Lord Jesus Christ loved me and gave him-

self for me. I entrust myself completely to his care, giving thanks each day for his wonderful good-

ness.  

Question 3. How do you live for the love of God?  

I love because God first loved me. God loves me in Christ with a love that never ends. Amazed by 

grace, I no longer live for myself. I live for the Lord who died and rose again, triumphant over death, 

for my sake. Therefore, I take those around me to heart, especially those in particular need, know-

ing that Christ died for them no less than for me.  

Question 4. How do you live in the communion of the Holy Spirit?  

By the Holy Spirit, I am made one with the Lord Jesus Christ. I am baptized into Christ’s body, the 

church, along with all others who confess him by faith. As a member of this community, I trust in 

God’s Word, share in the Lord’s Supper, and turn to God constantly in prayer. As grow in grace and 

knowledge, I am led to do the good works that God intends for my life.  

 

OCTOBER 7TH IS 

The first Sunday in October is designated as World Communion Sunday, which celebrates our    
oneness in Christ with all our brothers and sisters around the world.  Paul tells us that we are to 
“discern the body” when we partake of Holy Communion, mindful that we note our relationship to all 
our brothers and sisters in Christ in the celebration.   



BIRTHDAYS 

10/3 Ed Hilliard 

10/3 Tom Owczarzak 

10/8 Patrick Gregory 

10/8 Eleanor Pike 

10/8 Alaina Stroud 

10/9 Lois Dancer 

10/10 Lois Kearns 

10/12 William Arzberger 

10/13 Janis Lewis 

10/14 Breyson Hoth  

10/16 Brittany Smith 

10/17 Dianne Kanitra 

10/18 Patti Strominger 

10/19 Kenneth Kearns 

10/19 Lillian Otto 

10/20 Evelyn Moss 

10/22 Andrew Shaffer 

10/24 Keith Murdoch 

10/29 Trent Nan 

ANNIVERSARIES 

10/11 Kevin & Nancy Hribar 

10/14 Jim & Elaine Verostek 

10/15 Nick & Caitlin Colesar 

10/16 Jeff & Jennifer Davis 

10/16 Scott & Sharon Neville 

10/20 Richard & Barb Tackac 

10/23 Larry & Susan Palochak 

“If I’ve learned anything about friendship, it’s to hang in, stay connected,” says      
journalist Jon Katz. “Don’t walk away, don’t be distracted, don’t be too busy or tired, 
don’t take them for granted. Friends are part of the glue that holds life and faith     
together.”  
 

This applies to church life too. When we’re annoyed by some aspect of congregational 
life or caught in conflict with other members, it’s tempting to drift away to another 
church — or no church. Even when all is fine, we sometimes let church take a back 
seat. But our bonds with the family of God are “part of the glue that holds life and 
faith together.” For the sake of the benefits we gain and give, may we “hang in [and] 
stay connected” with our church family. May we not “walk away [or] be distracted, ... 
be too busy or tired.” May we not take one another for granted but thank God for this 
“glue” — even when things get a bit sticky!   



Wilson Bible Class--This class follows Standard 
Lesson curriculum which will be discussing the topics of 
Creation, Love and Calling throughout the 2018-2019 
year.  The Fall will focus on how this is God's world and 
we are God's people.  The winter quarter will discuss our 
love for God and spring will investigate discipleship and 
mission. 

Sonshine Class--This class will be working 
through the Discipleship Essentials curriculum.  We will 
learn about growing up in our lives as followers of Jesus 
by looking at spiritual practices, core biblical and theo-
logical truths, Christ-like character and lifestyle, and engaging the church and world.  Join us as we seek to 
grow in our faith together. 
Young Mom’s Class-This class meets in the nursery downstairs off fellowship hall and is for parents with 
children under the age of 2 (although anyone is welcome to attend).  They will be studying the book       
Defiant Joy .  Using humor, wit, and wisdom, author Candace Payne (aka “Chewbacca Mom”) reveals bibli-
cal insights to unshakable joy and freedom in every circumstance. Dispel the myths that joy is frivolous,    
immature, or reserved for a few select “happy” people, and open your heart to receive the freedom and joy 
God created you to live in. 
Preschool, Early Elementary & Middle Elementary School Classes-These 3 classes will 
all use the Deep Blue Connects! Curriculum this year.  Get to know the Deep Blue kids as you travel to the 
town of Deep Blue Shores to meet their families, visit their homes, and explore the community.  You’ll also 
leave about families in earlier times, beginning with Jesus’ family, and discover how today’s faith families 
love and care for one another as they grow in faith. 
Middle and High School Students-These students will meet with teachers Harriet Kulha and 
Kathy Lee Tolfa for Sunday School. 
Confirmation Class & Youth Group-Jr. & Sr. High Students and their families are invited to stay 
after worship on Sunday, September 9th (Rally Day) to help determine how much interest there is in Youth 
Group and Confirmation Class.   
Ruth Circle-The Ruth Circle will be finishing up their study on 2 Peter and will begin a new study on 
Heaven in October.  They meet on the second Wednesday of each month.  Those who are able join together 
for lunch at Halls Restaurant at 11:30 am and then the Bible study begins at 1:00 pm in the church library.  
We always welcome newcomers! 

 
F.E.A.S.T. (Families Eating and Studying Together)
This is a midweek meal and Bible study class for all ages.  We will 
begin the first Wednesday in October 3rd.  Our dinner begins at 5:30 
pm and the Bible study usually begins at 6:00 pm.  The dates for 
F.E.A.S.T this year are October 3, October 10, October 17, October 24, 
October 31 (depending on trick or treat night), November 7, and   
possibly November 14.  Pastor Nick will be leading a New Members 
Class and Rev. Dick Klein will lead a class on the Great Ends of the 
Church.  Sign up each week with the bulletin insert. 

STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 
THIS FALL 

There is STILL room for YOU!   



CHERUB CHURCH HAS BEGUN!  WEEKLY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Our three and four year olds are now enjoying a special experience   

during worship-won’t you be a part of it? Their time is spent by listening 

to story books, playing with play dough and puzzles, coloring or singing 

songs along with a CD and a small snack.  Everything in the room ready 

for those who would like to help so there is no preparation needed on 

your behalf. Just walk the little ones down to Eleanor’s and Sharon’s 

Sunday School room (to the Children’s Library once completed) after the 

Children’s sermon and be blessed by spending time with them.  If you 

have any questions you can speak with Nancy Lucas or Lynn Smith. 

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY UPDATE 

During the month of September you saw lots of activity in the Children’s Library. Zbig  

Lachowicz was busy painting, Jeff Barth has been hanging the custom book shelves he’s 

made, and lots of books have been arriving! We are awaiting the installation of the new      

carpeting which will allow our children to sit comfortably on the floor while they explore the     

wonderful selection of books. 

Thanks to everyone for their help in making a special room for the children! Not only the time 

given by some but the monetary donations have been very much appreciated! If you’ve not 

had the chance to make a donation it is not too late.  Checks can be made out to Ohio UP 

Church, with children’s library in the memo line.  If you are making a donation in honor or 

memory of someone, please indicate that on this form and turn it into the church office or put 

in the offering plate. 

 

Watching God work-Nancy & Lynn 

 

 

 

 

STAY TUNED FOR THE NEW NAME FOR THE CHILDREN’S LIBRARY! 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY DONATION 

Name________________________________________  Donation Amount $_____________ 

 

In honor of_________________________________________________________________ 

 

In memory of_______________________________________________________________ 



We have resumed stocking the  

Little Free Pantry every day.  If you 

would like to help stock it each 

week, please contact Cherryl 

Lachowicz or the church office.   

We are accepting donations of food 

and hygiene items.  You can place 

them directly into the Little Free 

Pantry or you can bring them into 

the church and put them in the  

collection bins in the narthex.    

MISSION NEWS 

There will be a Minute for Mission 

on October 28th by Terry and Kelly 

Thornton, representing Mustard 

Seed Project, headquartered in Ambridge that oversees three 

ministries in East and Central Africa.   

The ministries are for orphaned, abandoned and severely         

disadvantaged children.  To learn more about this mission, visit 

their website at www.mustardseedproject.org.   

There will be a loose offering collected.  



CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP SALE! 

Help support the Mars Home for 

Youth Christmas Gifts Project by pur-

chasing some delicious chicken noo-

dle soup (made with homemade noo-

dles!) for only $7.00 per quart jar. 

Pre-order by Sunday, October 21st so 

Bev knows how much to make.  Some 

quarts will be available for purchase 

on Sunday, October 28th after the  

service, also. 

OHIO CHRISTIAN BOOKSTORE 

The Bookstore WILL be closing in December.  There are 

many bargains—items marked down 50% or more in 

addition to the already discounted price.  Many people 

like to start their Christmas shopping early.  Why not do 

some shopping at the Bookstore! 

For children, toddlers to preteens, you will find many 

books and activity books that make great stocking stuff-

ers.  Why not buy a children’s book or two and donate it 

to the new Children’s Library! 

For adults there are “lite” reading books, Hugs books,   

Chicken Soup books, devotionals, Bibles, cards (boxed 

and individual) for all occasions including Christmas and 

special occasions like Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and 

graduation.  There are other specials too numerous to 

mention. 

In making a purchase, follow the directions on the chart 

on the bulletin board.  I am available if you have any 

questions.  Money, after all bills are paid, will be      

transferred to the Building Fund.              -Dorothy Elko 



SESSION MTG. HIGHLIGHTS  

 Determined new committee assignments for Session 

members. 

 Determined Session goals for 2019. 

 Implement new leadership structure 

 Clarify congregation's mission statement 

 Reflect upon how well our actions align with our mission 

 Lynn Smith and Melissa Byer volunteered to attend Sept 25 Presbytery meeting in New Wil-

mington 

 Discussed reorganizing narthex to reduce clutter and make it feel more open.  

 Discussed how well the congregation responds to church families that experience a death in 

the family. 

 Discussed whether or not a greeter is needed at the educational wing door during Sunday 

mornings.  An elder will serve for a month as a greeter at the side door and report back to 

Session. 

SEPTEMBER 2018 DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Correspondence:  Deacons mailed out 32 cards in June, 11 cards in July, and 31 cards in August. 

After Church Fellowship:  Pastor Appreciation is scheduled for October 28th, but our After Church 

Fellowships depend on the progress made on kitchen construction.  Please check the weekly bulletins 

for updates. 

Extra Care List:  Deacons are planning visits this fall to those on our Extra Care List.  If you know 

someone who needs a little extra care at this time, please call the church office and let us know. 

Little Free Pantry:  We have resumed stocking the pantry every day, and appreciate donations either 

directly to the pantry or to the tubs in the narthex.  We still have lots of soups and vegetables from 

the VBS collection.  We do not need school supplies, but can use hygiene items. 

Backpack Program:  Backpack delivery to two elementary schools and the junior high has started 

back up this school year.  Elizabeth Repman provided information about this program recently during 

a Minute for Mission. 

Other Deacon Business:  Deacons were able to get electricity turned back on for a local family, and 

counseled them on signing up for assistance. 

Deacon Greeters:   
 September-Sherri Murdoch & Jesse Muslin 
 October-Bev Abate & Cherryl Lachowicz 



OLD TESTAMENT 

PENTATEUCH 

In Genesis the world was made, 

In Exodus the march was told; 

Leviticus contains the law, 

In Numbers are the tribes enrolled; 

In Deuteronomy again 

We’re urged to keep God’s law alone, 

And these five books of Moses make 

The oldest writings that are known. 

 

HISTORICAL BOOKS 

Brave Joshua to Canaan leads, 

In Judges oft the Jews rebel; 

We read of David’s name in Ruth, 

And First and Second Samuel; 

In First and Second Kings we read 

How bad the Hebrew state became; 

In First and Second Chronicles, 

Another history of the same. 

In Ezra captive Jews return, 

While Nehemiah builds the wall; 

Queen Esther saves her race from death. 

These books “Historical” we recall. 

 

POETICAL BOOKS 

In Job we read of patient faith, 

In Psalms are David’s songs of praise; 

The Proverbs are to make us wise; 

Ecclesiastes next portrays 

 

 

PROPHETICAL BOOKS 

Isaiah tells of Christ to come, 

While Jeremiah tells of woe, 

And in his Lamentations mourns 

The Holy City’s overthrow. 

Ezekiel speaks of mysteries, 

While Daniel Foretells kings of old; 

Hosea calls men to repent; 

In Joel, judgments are foretold. 

Amos tells of wrath, and Edom 

Obadiah is sent to warn, 

While Jonah shows how Christ should rise, 

And Micah where He should be born; 

In Nahum, Nineveh is seen, 

In Habakkuk, Chaldea’s guilt; 

Zephaniah, Judah’s sins, 

Haggai, the temple’s built. 

Zechariah tells of Christ 

And Malachai, of John, his signs 

The Prophets number seventeen, 

And all the books are thirty-nine. 

 

 

 

 

How vain fleeting earthly pleasures are; 

The song of Solomon is all 

About the love of Christ, and these 

Five books “Poetical” we call. 

HOW  TO REMEMBER WHAT IS CONTAINED IN THE BIBLE BY RHYME 

Submitted by Shirley Fluharty 



Minister to your ministers 

In honor of Clergy Appreciation Month this October, use these    

alphabetical reminders of how to treat your pastors:  

 

Accept them as people.  

Build them up. Say “thank you.”  

Communicate with them.  

Defend them when someone tries to run them down.  

Entertain them. They like to have fun, too!  

Family. Allow them to have a family life.  

Genuine. Be honest with them. Be yourself around them.  

Honor them. Don’t put them on a pedestal, but respect them.  

Income. Pay them enough so money isn’t a concern.  

Judge not! Avoid being critical.  

Kind. Treat pastors as you want to be treated.  

Love. See 1 Corinthians 13.  

Maintain. Their families have the same needs as other families.  

Nurture. Help them grow in grace.  

Offer to help. The list of things you can do is endless.  

Pray for them. Lift up their names to God daily.  

Quelch not. Encourage instead!  

Rejoice in and with them.  

Surprise them — in little and big ways.  

Trust them. Believe in them.  

Understand them. Put yourself in their place.  

Vacation. They need time away.  

Welcome them into your home. Don’t wait for an invitation.  

eXpend yourself, not them.  

Yoke. Help them bear their burdens with grace and dignity.  

OCTOBER 28TH IS                                           

PASTOR APPRECIATION 

SUNDAY AT OHIO UP! 



OCTOBER CALENDAR 

DATE TIME ACTIVITY 

2 6:30 pm Women’s Association 

3 5:30-7:00 pm F.E.A.S.T. begins 

4 7:00 pm Choir practice 

5-7 Fall Women’s Retreat 

7 World Communion Sunday 

9 6:30 pm 

7:00 pm  

Deacons Mtg. 

Session Mtg. 

10 1:00 pm  

5:30-7:00 pm 

Ruth Circle  

F.E.A.S.T. 

11 7:00 pm Choir practice 

15 6:30 pm Deborah Circle @ home of 

Nancy Hribar 

16 1:45 pm Beaver Elder Care visit 

17 5:30-7:00 pm F.E.A.S.T. 

18 7:00 pm Choir practice 

24 5:30-7:00 pm F.E.A.S.T. 

25 7:00 pm Choir practice 

27 8-11 am PTA Pancake Breakfast 

28 Pastor Appreciation Sunday 

Chicken Noodle Soup Sale-benefits MHY 


