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Fall is here and with it comes the
beauty of the changing leaves and a
final warning to prepare for winter. It
seems like each season has an element
of both present reality and future expectation. And this is also true for the
“season” of this interim time between
Installed Pastors at Ohio U. P. Church,
for there is the present reality of worshipping God, learning through Bible
studies and Sunday School, serving and
giving, meeting, managing and planning as well as a growing expectation
of the arrival of a new pastor in the future. And in keeping with this theme of
changing seasons, I wish to touch upon
several changes going on right now in
the life of Ohio Church.
First, there will soon be some
adjustments and changes to the Worship Service. They will not be drastic,
but they will be significant in order to
help balance the time needed to
gracefully cover all of the elements of
worship on any given Sunday morning
versus one‟s sense of propriety to the
overall time spent. Of course, both reality and perception vary from Sunday
to Sunday and from person to person;
yet, there is a need to make some adjustments. The main reason why adjustments have not come sooner is because I have purposefully been seeking
to strengthen the authority and responsibilities of each of the committees and in this case, to have the Worship
Committee consider this and then
make its recommendation to the Session. There is always the temptation to
just “let the pastor do it.” But woe to
any pastor and congregation that devolves into such slovenly practice as a
matter of routine! It leads to many selfinflicted ills, such as burnout of the pastor, anger at the pastor if her or his decision doesn‟t include strongly held
opinions of others, and the demoraliza-
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tion of the members of the
church who will eventually
quit participating if they feel
that their work is always subverted or ignored – just to
name a few of the largest problems
that come from this type of repeated
behavior. So, in many ways, I see this
as a “Teachable Moment” for all of us
in terms of how you wish decisions to be
made and implemented in the life of
Ohio Church. One path leads to a
sense of greater participation, namely
that of patiently working things
thoughtfully and prayerfully through the
committee structures of the church,
and the other leads to isolation and
anger. And let me add – it is not just up
to the pastor to set the tone, for you
can teach her or him, as well, how you
wish decisions to be made and what
you value in your corporate life together! This is a “two way street,” so
please be careful and don‟t set yourselves or your new pastor up for failure
by abdicating any of your responsibilities as committee and/or governing
board members, whether on the Congregational level, or on the Session, the
Deacons‟ Board or in the Women‟s Association. There is plenty of room for
everyone!
A second change already implemented is the creation of a Building
Fund. This is a separate account for the
sole purpose of amassing funds for major improvements and impending renovations. The first project is the manse
roof, which definitely needs to be replaced. And there are other maintenance issues that need to be addressed at the manse, too, before a
new pastor is called and expected to
live there, such as the shower in the
master bathroom. This goes beyond
the cosmetics of painting and an occasional toilet bowl flapper valve,
which are readily handled through the
2
General Fund.
(continued on page 3)

(Rev. Powell’s article concluded from page 2)
The needs are real and imminent in regards to
the manse. But this Building Fund is not limited
to just these items. It is created with an eye to
the future with recognition that the present
church building is 60 years old and is starting to
show its age. While everything is still serviceable, it is a matter of admitting the obvious
that the overall life of the congregation and its
effectiveness in mission and ministry would be
greatly enhanced by renovated bathrooms,
for instance, with full accessibility and building
code compliance, full internal accessibility by
means of a lift or elevator between the two
levels of the church building, and renovations
to the electrical system, to name a few. All of
this takes money - pure, plain and simple. And
unless steps are taken now to begin planning
for the inevitable by asking for donations, holding fundraisers, and intentionally saving in order to help pay for what lies ahead, we are
only hurting ourselves and the next generation
by ignoring reality. So I ask that you please
consider what you can give above and beyond your contribution to the General Fund
and Missions of the church, for we need to
maintain these budgets, too.

I will say from experience it is not uncommon for search committees to need 6 – 12
months, or more, to work through the many
steps involved in making such an important
decision once they have begun to receive resumes. And it is perfectly permissible and even
necessary at times, for search committees to
pause their work in order to take a break and
focus on family needs, such as during the holidays. Please keep them in your prayers, but
do not fret about the timing – God is in control,
even though we may be tempted at times to
think otherwise! If you wish to read the Church
Information Form, which is now public, you
may do so at:
https://clc.pcusa.org/aspx/
CIFViewQuery.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2faspx%
2fOpportunitySearchResults.aspx&cif=11561.AA.
You may also find the Church Information Form
on the church website in the „Info Center‟, or
you may read the copy kept in the Church
Office.

On a more personal note, thank you
again for your cards, prayers, and well-wishes
The third item I wish to address is the
in regards to the surgery on my right knee befact that as of September 6th, the Church Inforcause of a torn meniscus. I appreciate your
mation Form became active and the Pastor
thoughtfulness and understanding. I will be
Nominating Committee has begun to receive
taking a week off from the 19th through the 25th
and review resumes. As most of you know –
in order to get caught-up on outdoor projects
but it bears repeating for those who may not
before the snow flies, since I lost about six
know the protocols and procedures – this part
weeks due to my knee. Elder Eva M. Barr will
of the work is conducted privately by the PNC
be preaching in my stead once again on the
members for two very important reasons: first,
23rd. For those of you who may not know it,
in order to maintain the integrity of the comEva has been trained as a Lay Pastor and
mittee, for they are the ones chosen by God
serves on the Committee On Ministry and is
through the voice of the Congregational
your representative. I am sure you will have a
Meeting to search for your new Installed Pasblessed time together.
tor, and second, to protect the privacy of the
applicants so as to not injure them through any
Again, and as always, if you have any
slander of having been “rejected” or by folks
questions or comments, please feel free to
getting upset with them if the applicant is pres- give me a call. And enjoy the beautiful palently serving another congregation and the
ette of color all around us created by God!
members somehow find out that s/he is considering moving on to another church. So, please
In Christ‟s Love,
do not ask the members of the PNC (or their
respective spouses!) how it is going, for right
now they are involved in a lot of reading!

Rev. Powell
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Stayed Tuned for Exciting News in Next Month’s Newsletter!!
Until then…
Sr. High “Hang Time” continues this month.
Come at 5:00 on Thursdays to hang out with your friends
and eat some delicious food!

Also...beginning Tuesday, October 25th and continuing on
the last Tuesday of each month, join Patti Strominger for a
Senior High Supper from 5:00-6:15 pm. Stay tuned for the
menu.

K-8th Grade Youth Program
10/9/2011 - Campfire for K-8th graders @ 6-7 p
Cooking hot dogs and making
s‟mores-location to be determined.
10/25/2011- K-4th youth meet from 6:30-7:00 p
K-8th praise & worship together 7-7:15
5th-8th youth meet from 7:15-8:00 p
Activity: Thanksgiving Craft
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October Birthdays
1
4
6
7
8
9

10
11
12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Ed Hilliard
Susan Young
Mary Radonovich
Joyce Kutzavitch
Eleanor Pike
Gary Cronin
Max Somerville
Lois Dancer
Pamela Laird
Karen Bauder
Lois Kearns
Courtney Laird
Kristi Lucas
Vicki Mellott
Christa Harmotto
William Arzberger
Janis Lewis
Chad Alviani
Brian Leheny
Ben Laird
Brittany Smith
Dianne Kanitra
Patti Strominger
Amy Martin
Evelyn Moss
Beth Gibboney

23 Meredith Thomas
24 Keith Murdoch
Joyce Novacek
Rebecca Novacek
26 Benjamin Augsperger
28 Phillip Laird
29 Matthew Smith
Nicholas Leheny
Trent Nan
Edward Cunningham
31 Judie Essey

October Anniversaries
2
5
6
8
11
16
20
21
23
24
30

John & Janet Smith
Ken & Lorraine Jones
Mark & Pam Alviani
Sharp & Vicki Davidson
Kevin & Nancy Hribar
Robert & Sandy Nan
Scott & Sharon Neville
Jeff & Jennifer Davis
Richard & Barbara Tackac
Ed & Catherine Leheny
Larry & Susan Palochak
Jeff & Karen Barth
Jim & Vi Young
Adam & Beth Gibboney

DATE

LITURGIST

NURSERY

GREETERS

CHILDREN’S
CHURCH

HOMEBOUND OF
THE WEEK

10/2

Donna Craig

Brittany Smith

Janice Adamski
Linda Duganich

Karen Barth

Mary Batchelor

10/9

Patti
Strominger

Paul Hurni

Lois Davie
Donna Olexick

Nancy Hribar

Dale & Roberta
Smith

10/16

Sallie Alviani

Barb Tackac

Lois Davie

Volunteer
needed

Willa Kocher

Mary McCartney-Adair

10/23

Lynn Smith

Amber Tackac

Janice Adamski
Bev Abate

Volunteer
needed

Charmaine Lang

10/30

Brittany Smith

Chris Hurni

Nancy Hribar
Karen Barth

Family Sunday

Robert Lang
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY
Our Christian love and sympathy
are extended to Betty Solinski and
Barb Corsi on the death of their
granddaughter/niece, Megan
Solinsky.
MANNA UPDATE
On September 20th approximately
20-25 members and friends of Ohio
UP Church served the meal at
Manna again. A hot meal was
served to 84 adults and children.
The evening went very well because of all those who willingly
shopped, prepared the food,
served, cleaned up and socialized
with the guests. What a joy and a
privilege to serve the Lord and the
people of the community!
COOKBOOK NEWS

MILITARY UPDATES
If anyone knows the service and rank of Tommy
Franzese, Andy Gerlesky,
Heidi Engle, or Mason Winwood,
would they please inform the
church office. Also, recent photographs of our service men and
women would be greatly appreciated to be used on the bulletin
board in the Narthex.
LUNCH BUNCH
The Deacons will be hosting Lunch
Bunch here on Tuesday, October
4th, at Noon. Anyone 50 and older
is welcome to attend. The menu
this month will be: grilled cheese
sandwiches, zucchini soup, and apple dessert. A fall craft will be
made. You may sign up by filling
out the bulletin insert on Sunday, or
by calling the church office at 724378-3690. The deadline to sign up is
October 2nd.

Do you need a gift for a
bridal shower, wedding
or Christmas? Do you
know of someone who is
THANK YOU!
a cookbook collector? Our cookbook is a perfect gift that will get
A VERY HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO
many years of use! They are still on
ZBIG AND CHERYL LACHOWICZ FOR
sale after the service in the room
THE LOVELY LANDSCAPING, ETC.
across from the Pastor‟s office.
THEY PROVIDE FOR THE CHURCH. IT
There are over 600 recipes included
IS AN OBVIOUS LABOR OF LOVE!
in the 3-ring binder-style cookbook,
which sells for only $15 each. If writing a check, make it out to the Ohio
Your Pastor
UP Women‟s Association and mark
Nominating
“cookbook” in the memo line.
Committee:
*There is a correction needed to the
recipe for Pumpkin Cake on page
128 in the cookbook. Add 2 cups
flour to the ingredients list.

Jim Novacek
Bob Hurni
Dianne Kanitra
Chuck Adamski
Eleanor Pike
Lynn Smith
Betty Solinski
Sharon Neville

Please keep them
and their families
in your prayers as
they work through
the process of finding your next
installed pastor.
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No doubt you are aware that a
house requires consistent maintenance to keep it from having a leaking
roof, crumbling steps, poor heating or
cooling, or inefficient plumbing. The
same is true with the church building
and the manse. The church’s General
Fund takes care of paying the utility
bills and the day to day upkeep of the
church. However, it does not cover
the big projects that come along that
need to be done from time to time in
order to maintain the integrity of the
buildings. Therefore, the Session has
created a Building Fund specifically
for the big jobs, a fund that is a wholly
separate account.
The first project already approved is the replacement of the
manse roof. Hopefully, by the time
you read this the weather will allow
the contractor to whom the bid was
awarded to be doing this work. We
need money now in order to cover the
costs. And there is more work yet to
be done in order to prepare the manse
for a new pastor, let alone take care of
some looming projects at the church-a
building that is 60 years old and start-

ing to show its age. Therefore, the
Session is asking the Congregation to
please consider extra giving above and
beyond one’s present tithe and offerings, because in addition to tackling
these big jobs, the day to day expenses still need to be covered.
The 2012 weekly offering envelopes will have a special box designated for the Building Fund. However, in the mean time you can make
a contribution and designate it in the
box marked “Other” or “Repairs and
Maintenance” or with a separate
check marked “Building Fund” on the
memo line. The Session is also planning to hold fundraisers for this purpose.
If you have any questions or
concerns about this, please feel free to
talk with either Rev. Powell or one of
the Elders presently serving on the
Session. Thank you for your help and
contributions.
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Join Your Church Family and Friends on
Tuesday, October 18th
at 6:00 pm
for
The Women’s Association’s
Autumn Harvest Dinner
A delicious dinner of turkey and all the trimmings will be served, along
with beverages and dessert
The program following dinner will be a selection of
music by the Gospbells handbell choir.
*Please reserve your place by October 16

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------Harvest Dinner Attendees
--

Name:__________________________________________

Phone________________________

Name:__________________________________________

Phone________________________

Name:__________________________________________

Phone________________________

Name:__________________________________________

Phone________________________

You can register by calling the church office, turning in this slip, or filling out one of the bulletin
8
inserts.

D
T

id you know……..

hat Ohio UP Church
has sponsored a Boy

Scout Troop for over 50
years? Here are a few things
you might like to know
about Troop 486.
Starting on October 3rd, Troop 486 will move their weekly meetings to Mondays at 7:00 pm.
They meet at the church and have their own Scout room in the lower level of the education
wing. There have been many scouts of Troop 486 who have achieved the rank of Eagle Scout.
This is a tribute to the Troop Leadership both past and present. There will be a change in the
leadership of the Troop soon, with the retirement of Scoutmaster, Doug Murdoch. The new
Scoutmaster will be Scott Mawhinney, who will assume leadership of the Troop later this
month.
Throughout the scouting year, Troop 486 participates in many activities that are sponsored by
the Laurel Highlands Council (formerly the Greater Pittsburgh Council-GPC) and the Beaver
Valley District. Some of these activities include: camping at Heritage Reservation Scout
Camp in Farmington, PA, ski/snowboarding trips to Nemacolin Woodlands, horseback riding,
fishing, bicycling, rafting, canoeing, etc. The troop also participates in Scouting for Food during April every year where we collect non-perishable foods for the local food bank at House of
Prayer Lutheran Church in Aliquippa, PA .
The Boy Scout Troop holds fundraisers during the year to help support their active calendar.
During the month of October they are selling Trails End Popcorn which you can purchase by
contacting Keith Murdoch or Noah Repman-two scouts who are members of Ohio UP. They
also sell Christmas trees and wreaths starting at the end of November.

T

he Boy Scouts of America is still teaching our young boys
how to be the leaders of tomorrow-all while having a
great time.
Next month there will be a focus on Cub Scout Pack 486
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n the lighter side…..Life Explained

On the first day, God created the dog and said, “Sit all day by the door of your house
and bark at anyone who comes in or walks past. For this, I will give you a life span of
twenty years.”
The dog said, “That’s a long time to be barking. How about only ten years and I’ll give
you back the other ten?”
So God saw it was good.
On the second day, God created the monkey and said, “Entertain people, do tricks, and
make them laugh. For this, I’ll give you a twenty-year life span.”
The money said, “Monkey tricks for twenty years? That’s a pretty long time to perform. How about I give you back ten like the dog did?”
And God, again saw it was good.
On the third day, God created the cow and said, “You must go into the field with the
farmer all day long and suffer under the sun, have calves and give milk to support the
farmer’s family. For this, I will give you a life span of sixty years.”
The cow said, “That’s kind of a tough life you want me to live for sixty years. How
about twenty and I’ll give back the other forty?”
And God agreed it was good.
On the fourth day, God created humans and said, “Eat, sleep, play, marry and enjoy
your life. For this, I’ll give you twenty years.”
But the human said, “Only twenty years? Could you possibly give me my twenty, the
forty the cow gave back, the ten the monkey gave back, and the ten the dog gave back;
that makes eighty, okay?”
“Okay,” said God, “You asked for it.”
So that’s is why for our first twenty years, we eat, sleep, play and enjoy ourselves. For
the next forty years, we slave in the sun to support our family. For the next ten
years, we do monkey tricks to entertain the grandchildren. And for the last ten years,
we sit on the front porch and bark at everyone.
Life has now been explained to you.
There is no need to thank me for this valuable information. I’m doing it as a public
service. If you are looking for me I will be on the front porch.
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5
Deacon’s 6:30 p
Evening Bible Study
At 6:30 p
Choir practice 7 p

Wed

4
Lunch Bunch-noon
Women’s Assoc.
Board mtg. 6:30p

Tue

3
Bells 6:30p
Boy Scouts 7:00p

11
Session Mtg. 7:00 p

Thu

6

Choir 7:00 p

13
Rachel Circle 12:45
Choir 7:00 p

10
Bells 6:30 p
Boy Scouts 7:00 p

Cub Scouts 6:15 p
Bible Study 6:30 p

20

18
Beaver Elder Care
At 1:30 p
Autumn Harvest
Dinner at 6:00 p

27

P O W E L L

17
Boy Scouts 7:00 p

25

R E V.

24

26
Friendship Group

Choir 7:00 p

19

12
Esther Circle 9:30 a
Ruth Circle noon
Cub Scouts 6:15 p
Bible Study 6:30 p

Mon
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Sun

2
World Communion
Sunday

9
K-8th Campfire 6-7p

16

23

Bible Study 6:30 p

Cub Scout Pack Mtg.

Senior High Supper
K-8th YG 6:30-8:00
Christian Ed 6:30 p
31
Bells 6:30 p
Boy Scouts 7:00 p

Bells 6:30 p
Boy Scouts 7:00 p

R E V. P O W E L L O N V A C A T I O N

30
Reformation
Sunday
Fellowship Time

Fri

7

Sat

1

8

15
Silver Ring Thing at
Central Valley 6:30p

Women of Faith Conference

14

22

V A C A T I O N

21

O N

28

29
Church Clean Up
Day 9:00-1:00
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