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Dear Friends,
We are entering into an important phase of the interim process-the
Mission Study. By now, each of the ones who are Active Members of Ohio
United Presbyterian Church should have received in the mail a questionnaire. If, for some reason, you believe you should have received a survey and did not,
please contact me right away. I am trying to balance the need of checking the membership rolls for accuracy versus moving you forward in the interim process, so thus I realize
there is a risk of missing someone. By no means do I wish to overlook anyone or slight
anyone.
At the risk of being too repetitious of what I wrote in the cover letter to the questionnaire, the various elements of the survey have a direct impact upon filling out the Church
Information Form, often referred to as the CIF, for short. This is basically your advertisement for a new pastor in which you state who you are, what you value, what you believe God is calling you to do as a Congregation in your particular mission context, and
what you believe you need in a new pastor. I hope that each of you will please give the
church the twenty or thirty minutes of your time it will take to fill out the questionnaire
and return it to me by October 10th.
I will be on vacation from Monday, October 4th, through Sunday, the 10th, primarily
in order to participate in the Bicentennial Celebration of Grove United Presbyterian
Church of West Middletown, PA-outside of Washington-on the 10th, a congregation I
served as an Installed Pastor years ago. It is my intention upon returning on the 11th to
begin to collate the results of this Mission Survey. Elder Eva Barr will be preaching in
my absence, and as you may know, she is your Committee On Ministry Representative
who will be working with your Pastor Nominating Committee after it is chosen. I trust
you will give Eva a warm welcome when she is with you.
On Sunday, October 31st, we will have a Mission Study Day. All of the Adult Sunday
School Classes, along with the Junior-Senior High Class if they wish to attend, will meet
together during the Sunday School time in the Fellowship Hall to work on a Congregational Time Line. This exercise helps put the history of the church into context, and allows members to share stories and impressions from the past that helped to shape the congregation. After the eleven o’clock worship service, there will be a luncheon served in the
Fellowship Hall, after which we will discuss the Mission Survey in greater detail.
(continued on page 3)
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(Pastor’s article continued from page 2)
Consideration has been given to the fact that a luncheon was planned for this day anyhow, so as to
not overtax those who help prepare the meals. (Consideration was also given to the fact that the
Steelers are not scheduled to play until that evening!) The 31st is a somewhat significant day to have
the Mission Study since it is Reformation Sunday, the day a “monk with a mallet” named Martin Luther
challenged the Western Church to reform herself according to Holy Scripture.
My desire is to accomplish this part of the work prior to the holidays when family commitments and
possible inclement weather can greatly limit members’ abilities to participate in the Mission Study. If
all goes well with this and our congregational life together through the holiday season, it is my intention
to have the Session petition the Committee on Ministry in the new year for permission to form a Pastor
Nominating Committee. My overarching concern in all of this, though, is for your health and strength in
the Lord as a Congregation.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.
In Christ’s Love,
Rev. Powell
Pillars of the Faith
Because Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses, or thoughts,
to a church door in Wittenberg, Germany, on October 31,
1517, many Christians remember that day and the major
changes, or Reformation, that resulted.
Luther’s theses contained three main pillars, which have
stood for almost 500 years:
1. Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone) - The Bible is the sole
authority in matters of faith, life and conduct. “All
scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16) NRSV
2. Sola Fide (Faith Alone) - Christians are justified, or declared righteous, only through believing in Jesus
Christ as Savior. Although morality and good works
are important, they alone cannot lead to salvation.
“A person is justified not by the works of the law but
through faith in Jesus Christ” (Galatians 2:16), NRSV
3. Sola Gratia (Grace Alone) - Grace is God’s unmerited,
or undeserved, favor. Salvation is a free gift from our
gracious God. “For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God-not the results of works, so that no one
may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9), NRSV
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“Faith, like light, should
always be simple and
unbending; while love,
like warmth, should
beam forth on every side
and bend to every
necessity of our
brethren”.
-Martin Luther

“Faith is a living and
unshakeable confidence, a
belief in the grace of God so
assured that a man would
die a thousand deaths for its
sake.”
-Martin Luther

is by grace [we are] saved, through faith –
and this not from [ourselves], it is the gift of
God – not by works, so that no one can
boast,” (Ephesians 2:8-9, verb tense changed
to agree with the overall context), and thus
partaking of the Lord’s Supper is a means by
which we “proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.” (I Corinthians 11:26) Thus, The
Lord’s Supper primarily is not about us, but
about Jesus and confessing Him as Savior
and Lord by our actions, and secondarily having our faith strengthened through the presence of His Holy Spirit and the reading and
preaching of His Word, the Bible.
So, as we go out to visit the homebound, we are not only demonstrating our
own confession of Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord, but we are helping our brothers and sisters in the Lord whom we visit to do the same
and to be strengthened in The Faith. Over
the years, many Elders and Deacons who
have gone out to serve in this way have come
back overjoyed with a sense of being blessed
by God during these times. And it helps the
homebound to feel that much more connected
to the church they love and to her people.
At present, the plan is to serve home
communion in this fashion three times a year:
World Communion Sunday, the first Sunday
of Lent, and Pentecost Sunday. If you have
any comments or concerns about this, please
address them to Reverend Powell or to an
Elder presently serving on the Session.
“Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, since as members of one body you
were called to peace. And be thankful. Let
the Word of Christ dwell in you richly as you
teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and
spiritual songs with gratitude in your heart to
God. And whatever you do, whether in word
or deed, do it all in the Name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
Him.” (Colossians 3:15-17)

Home Communion
Sunday, October 3rd, is World
Communion Sunday. As you
may know, this tradition was begun at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh during
the turbulent years of Progressive and Socialist expansion in the 1930’s, a time in which
political leaders tore countries apart by pitting
citizens of one group against another in order
to foster their own political power and control,
a time in which governments sought to subjugate its people by strict controls of their
economies, a time climaxed by the horror of
World War II and the millions upon millions of
people who were killed both in military engagements and for political purposes. World
Communion Sunday was and is a statement
by the Protestant congregations who so
choose to observe this day that God alone is
Sovereign, that Jesus Christ alone is Savior
and Lord, that all who confess Jesus as Savior and Lord are united by the Holy Spirit and
share One Heavenly Meal, The Lord’s Supper, and that our hope and ultimate security
and comfort are found only in Him.
This Sunday marks, in the life of Ohio
United Presbyterian Church, a renewed ministry – that of serving The Lord’s Supper to
those homebound members who so wish to
receive it that afternoon following the 11:00
a.m. Worship Service by teams of Elders and
Deacons, in addition to the Pastor. We Presbyterians have heartily emphasized the
“shared ministry” of Elders, Deacons and Ministers of Word and Sacrament, and it is vital to
the well being of any church for her spiritual
leaders, which includes the members of the
Session and the Board of Deacons, to actively
care for and minister to the needs of the
members. (If you wish to read what The Book
of Order has to say about this, please refer to
the “Directory for Worship,” section W3.3616.e, in particular.) In the same keeping,
we Presbyterians have also downplayed any
“magical” notion to The Lord’s Supper, as if
there is some saving act or virtue in the actual
act of partaking it. Rather, we confess that “It

-Rev. Powell
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Birthdays

15 Ben Laird

Anniversaries

3

Ed Hillard

16 Brittany Smith

2

John & Janet Smith

4

Susan Young

17 Dianne Kanitra

5

Ken & Lorraine Jones

6

Mary Radonovich

18 Patti Strominger

6

Mark & Pam Alviani

7

Joyce Kutzavitch

8

Sharp & Vicki Davidson

8

Eleanor Pike

19 Amy Martin

Gary Cronin

20 Evelyn Moss

Christian Robertson

Patrick Gregory
9

11 Kevin & Nancy Hribar
Robert & Sandy Nan

Beth Gibboney

14 Bernard & Bert Davis

Max Somerville

22 Craig Gregory

Lois Dancer

23 Meredith Thomas

Jeff & Jennifer Davis

Pamela Laird

Janice Gennaro

20 Richard & Barbara Tackac

Karen Bauder

16 Scott & Sharon Neville

24 Keith Murdoch

21 Ed & Catherine Leheny

10 Lois Kearns

Joyce Novacek

23 Larry & Susan Palochak

11 Courtney Laird

Rebecca Novacek

Kristi Lucas

26 Benjamin Augspurger

24 Jim & Vi Young

Michael Hornung

28 Phillip Laird

30 Adam & Beth Gibboney

12 Vicki Mellott

Betsy Pedicone

Christa Harmotto

29 Matthew Smith

William Arzberger

Nicholas Leheny

13 Janis Lewis

Trent Nan

Chad Alviani

Edward Cunningham

14 Brian Leheny

31 Judie Essey

8:30 WORSHIP LEADERS
October
October
October
October
October

3:
10:
17:
24:
31:

Jeff & Karen Barth

11:00 WORSHIP LEADERS

Joe Glatz
Jon Moss
Evelyn Moss
Lois Davie
Diane Byers

October
October
October
October
October

3:
10:
17:
24:
31:

GREETERS
October
October
October
October
October

3:
10:
17:
24:
31:

Brittany Smith
Janice Angelo
Donna Craig
Dianne Kanitra
Paul Magee

NURSERY

Barb Tackac/Nancy Hribar
Lois Davie/Mary McCartney-Adair
Janice Adamski/Sharon Neville
Lois Davie/Sharon Neville
Linda Duganich/Sandy Nan

October
October
October
October
October
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3:
10:
17:
24:
31:

Janice Adamski
Christina Murdoch
Linda Duganich
Sandy Nan
Jesseca Muslin

Notes from the Trustees
Meeting

SAVE THE DATE!
There will be a combined
Session/Trustees/Deacons Meeting on

The Transportation Committee
was formed and, after meeting and
discussing the matter, they have decided to sell the
church van and look for a replacement vehicle.
The decision was made to keep the church bus
since it is in good shape and is used and greatly
appreciated! Drivers with a CDL license are still
needed to drive the bus.

November 9th @ 7:00 pm.

TRUSTEES WORK DAY!
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9TH FROM
10:00-2:00
EVERYONE IS INVITED TO COME OUT
TO HELP OUR CHURCH!

Contact Information Updating
Have you changed your email address or cell phone number? Has
your address changed? Do you have a preferred way you would
like to be contacted? In this age of technology, there are many different ways to communicate
and it would be helpful for the church office and for your next installed pastor to have the most
current ways to reach you. Please take a minute to complete the information below and either
leave it in the offering plate during worship, drop it off at the office, or contact the church office with the information. Thanks!
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Name_____________________________
Address change? ____yes____no If yes, my new address is:___________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Phone numbers (home) ____________________(work-if it’s okay to call)_________________
(cell) ___________________________ Do you text message?_____yes______no
Email _________________________________Do you check it regularly? ___yes___no
What is your preferred way to be reached?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for taking the time to provide this valuable information.
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Youth Page
A Love Of Boredom
Jr/Sr. High Youth Group

The most wonderful gift you can give children is the love
of boredom. Without it they never can grow to appreci-

October 7th
5:00-6:30 pm
Eat dinner at the Octoberfest Fellowship dinner
Then stay for the All Age Scavenger Hunt
October 14th
5:00-6:30 pm
October 21st
5:00-6:30 pm
October 28th
5:00-6:30 pm

ate their own company; they never can learn to find in
their own thoughts and feelings the desire for meaning,
never wonder about the things that are beyond them,
never stretch their imaginations, never develop their
creative powers.
Nothing happens in this life unless someone is bored.
There is no prayer without boredom, no art, no discovery, no seeking of what human beings are about in an

Be watching the bulletins for more info. about other
activities!

ultimate way. Having nothing to do is the best freedom
of all. Teach your children to value and appreciate
that. Teach them to make spaces in their life for it. Let
them hear the magic “click” of the sound and picture
devices being rendered inoperable. Help them to wait
for the corresponding “click” of creativity within their
own minds.
Boredom gives a person the gift of sight, of hearing, of

Attention Kindergarten - 6th Grade Students!

knowing where one is located in the world. It leads one
to silence, the best gift of all. Boredom makes one’s spine

Please join us for Jr. Youth Group at Ohio UP Church. Begin-

tingle, one’s bottom grow numb. It makes the body long

ning in October, Jr. Youth Group will meet on each second

to move in dances of fancy, to fill space with what comes

Thursday Evening from 6:30-7:15 pm in Room number 13

from inside rather than filling one’s insides with sur-

which is located downstairs-the second room on the right.

roundings.

Other monthly church activities are also being planned for

Where better to teach your children boredom than in

November and December. These activities are currently

church? You should take them every week if for no other

scheduled on Sundays. Below is a schedule for October thru

reason. When they say, “I’m bored,” smile and respond,
“Yes, isn’t it wonderful? I’m so happy for you. This is the

December.
October 7th

most delightfully boring place, don’t you agree?” Then
teach them how to get lost in the stained glass windows,

Jr. Youth Group 6:30-7:15 pm

the bass notes of the organ, the cadence of the preacher’s

Scavenger Hunt
November 7th

voice, the smell of the books, the luster of the pews rubbed

Bowling at Sheffield Lanes

by generations of bored bottoms.

2:00 pm-3:30 pm
November 11th

(more info later)

They will thank you for it. They will tell you that it was

Jr. Youth Group 6:30-7:15 pm

in church where they first got the notion of being an
oceanographer or a poet, a musician or explorer, there

Thanksgiving Craft
December 5th

that they first got the idea for their science fiction story,

Gingerbread House & Lunch at Noon in

their symphony, their sculpture. Who knows, it might

the Social Hall

even be there that they first learn to appreciate God

Watch for more details
December 9th

within their own person. Stranger things have hap-

Jr. Youth Group 6:30-7:15 pm

pened; but it won’t happen at all unless they learn to

Christmas Craft

love boredom.

We hope you will come and bring a friend.

—Bruce M. Allison, Pastor, First Church, Lincoln, Ill.

Look for sign up sheets in the bulletin. Call Mrs. Pike if you
have questions. 724-378-9788.

See you there!
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NEWS FROM THE
PEWS
Congratulations to
proud parents
Drew and Janis
Lewis on the birth
of their son, Hayden Lewis on August
18th. The proud grandmother is Dianne
Kanitra.

Thank you to everyone who sent
us cards and a special thank you
to those who have kept us in
your prayers. We would really
appreciate your continued prayers.
Bernie and Bert Davis

To the congregation,
Please pray for my mom,
June Boston. She is very
sick from complications due to a heart
catherization. I’m sure it would
brighten her day to hear from you. She
is at:
Lehigh Acres Health and Rehab Center
1550 Lee Blvd.
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936
Room 118A

Church Van for Sale
We are currently looking
for a buyer for our old
church van. We are selling it “as is” and are
asking for $2,200. If you or someone you
know are interested in it, they can contact
Jim Young or Ed Lawson.

Sincerely,
Judith Kuhn (her daughter)

Do you have a special event
that you would like to share
with your church family or a
special honor you or a family
member has earned? Send us
a note, and include a photograph if available.
The photograph can either be a digital photograph, which can be emailed to the church
office, or it can be a printed picture than can
be scanned in and returned to you.

Thank you to all who
volunteered to help with
this year’s Fall Fest. There
are way too many people
to name individually, but
you know who you are!
Fall Fest is one of the great ways that
Ohio UP shares the love of Christ with
our community in a fun way.
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The Women’s
Association
program
booklet for
2010-2011

has been completed and a
copy can be picked up in the
Narthex or Ohio Christian
Bookstore soon. Information
about the organization, mem-

bership, goals, circle meetings, and the upcoming calendar are included. You may
also reference the booklet for
names and phone numbers.

The Deacons are once again
sponsoring Lunch Bunch.
Anyone 50 and older is invited to
attend the lunch and program.

Octoberfest at Ohio UP!
October 7th
Dinner at 5:45 pm

This month Lunch Bunch will be on
Tuesday, October 5th at Noon.

We’re celebrating Octoberfest, so come for
a dinner of Bratwurst, vegetable, salad
and dessert.

The menu this month will be:

Cost: $4.00 for Adults
$3.00 for Children
$12.00 Family Limit

Chicken Casserole, Cole Slaw,
and Amish Cake
The program this month will be a speaker
from Duquesne Light.
You may make a reservation by calling or emailing
the church office, or by filling out one of the inserts
in the church bulletin.

JOIN US AFTER DINNER FOR AN
ALL AGE SCAVENGER HUNT!
6:30-7:15 pm
Let’s have some fun with
our church family!
Please contact the church office if you
plan on attending, or fill out the insert in
the church bulletin.
The deadline to sign up is October 3rd.

Advent Devotionals
As hard as it is to believe, the
season of Advent is right around the
corner. To help prepare our hearts
for this important season, we are offering an Advent Devotional this year called “A Grand Miracle:
Devotions for the Days of Advent”, based on the
thoughts of C.S. Lewis. If you would like a copy of
this, please fill out one of the inserts in the bulletins or contact the church office. Deadline to order your devotional is October 31st.
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Sun

Mon

Hand bells 7 p

3 World Communion 4
Home Communion Teams
Visiting

5

Tue

Lunch Bunch Noon
Women’s Assoc. 7 p

2

Sat
1

9

Fri

7 Youth Group 5-6:30 p 8

Thu

6

Trustee’s Work Day 10-2

Wed

Deacons 6:30 p

Ohio UP Fellowship 5:45 p
Church Scavenger Hunt 7 p
Choir 7 p

16

12

14Youth Group 5-6:30 p 15

11

13

10

Esther Circle
Session 7 p

21

Rachel Circle
Choir 7 p

Hand bells 7 p

20

Ruth Circle

Mission Surveys Deadline

19

23

18

22

17

Women’s Assoc.
Elder Care Visit 1:30 p

Youth Group 5-6:30 p
Choir 7 p

28

Youth Group 5-6:30 p
Choir 7 p

Trustees 7 p

26

30

25

29

24

Hand bells 7 p

27

Congregational meeting to
Elect officers

31 Reformation Sunday
Deacon’s Luncheon/
Mission Study Day
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