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How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!
Psalm 133:1
Grace and peace to you all in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Last night I spent
some time reflecting about Pastor Appreciation Sunday while I was ironing shirts for the week.
Usually I will watch a program on TV, but last night I decided not to turn the TV on and instead let
my mind wander and reflect on the week while ironing. I am glad the Holy Spirit nudged me not to
turn on the TV. Spending some time in quiet, reflecting on the week, hearing the hiss of the iron
ended up being quite soothing to the soul. So as I reflected upon Pastor Appreciation Sunday I
realized there was much that I wanted to tell all of you as well. It never seems like the words are
handy when you want or need them. But I am of the impression that late is better than never.
At the outset, let me say this: I love and appreciate all of you. Five years ago you took a chance on
a crazy young man who had spent the last twelve years living in the Pacific Northwest as you
sensed this was the one God was calling here to be your pastor. I am so unbelievably grateful the
Holy Spirit brought us together. This church has shown nothing but love and support to me and my
fledgling family since the day we first flew out and interviewed. You have loved us and shown us
hospitality and acceptance as our family has grown and as I have grown as a pastor. You have
provided a fertile place for me to learn how to be your pastor and for that patience and support I am
eternally grateful. You have shepherded me more than I have shepherded you. And there are
many times where you all have lived into your calling to be ministers of the Gospel as you have
cared for me. You have put up with my crazy ideas and you have encouraged me to be creative
and passionate in ministry as I have encouraged you all to be creative and passionate in ministry as
well. You have sent cards and meals. You have babysat our children and have shown them the
love of true Christian community. Thank you.
I am excited to continue growing together with you all. I am excited to live into our identities as a
family baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. I am excited to live into the resurrection life we are called to live as followers of Jesus Christ. I believe we truly are a family—God’s
family—and we are learning how to live as God’s family here in Hopewell Township. I feel like we
are finally grown up enough to really begin playing together with Christ in His Creation. And I am
excited to see where the Holy Spirit calls us and leads us. And most importantly, I am excited to do
this with all of you.
In Christian love,
Pastor Nick

GINGERBREAD HOUSES
Be watching for sign ups
for the annual Gingerbread
House decorating day.
Cost for the houses will be

SURPRISES FOR SHUT-INS
The 32nd annual Surprises for Shut-ins is a Christmas
program of the Beaver County Office of Aging that
our Women’s Association assists with each year. Gifts

will be delivered in December to sickly and lonely shutapproximately $15.00 plus $4 ins age 60 and over who live
per person for lunch. This in the community and are
year it will be held on Sun-

day, December 2nd following worship. This fun event is for kids of ALL ages!
Invite your family and friends!
THE WISH TREE
The Women’s Association, in partnership with the Salvation Army and the
Hopewell Jr. National Honor Society,
is once again sponsoring a Wish Tree.
There is a small Christmas tree set up
in the narthex with gift tags hung on
it. Each tag has a gift suggestion for
a specific boy or girl (names are not
on the tags, though, to protect the privacy of each
child). Please purchase your gift, and then bring it
back to the church with the gift tag attached to the
outside of the gift. The gifts should be returned no
later than December 16th. It is suggested that you try
to keep the cost of the gifts to $25 or less.
HANGING OF THE GREENS!
We will be decorating the
church for the Advent season
after worship on Sunday, 11/25.
Won’t you and your family stay

identified by the Beaver
County Office on Aging as
needing some special attention during the Christmas
season.
Now through November 25th we are collecting new
gifts and cash donations to cover the cost of gift wrap
and supplies. If writing a check, make it payable to
Angela Gentile, and a receipt will be issued. The items
can be placed in the marked box in the narthex (Cry
Room). Wrapped gifts are appreciated but it is not
absolutely necessary to wrap them. If you wrap the
gift, please put a post-it note or gift tag on the item
stating what is inside. No bows, please, as they get
crushed in the gift bags.

Examples of gifts and supplies to donate: magnets, calendars, body wash, sun catchers, socks, lotion, puzzle
books, shampoo, razors, slippers, lap robes, note pads,
perfume, pens, knick knacks, aftershave, tea towels,
toiletry items, toothbrush, soap, box of Kleenex,
stamps, greeting cards, playing cards, mugs, jewelry,
shaving cream, gift wrap, rolls of Scotch tape.
WHITE “TRASH” CANDY SALE

and help? This is a fun event

Bev Abate is selling

for the whole family-there’s

“White Trash” candy

something for all ages to do.

mix (made with

CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP
We will be selling quarts of
delicious, homemade chicken
noodle soup (with homemade
noodles) for $7 per quart as a
fundraiser for the MHY
Christmas Gifts Program. You
can order your soup with the bulletin insert or by calling the church office at 724-378-3690. The soup will be
available for pick up on Sunday, December 2nd.

Bugles, pretzels,
Crispix, and peanuts)
as a fundraiser for
the MHY Christmas
Gifts Program. The
cost for each bag will be $5. She will have the bags for
purchase on Sunday, December 2nd. No pre-ordering is
necessary unless you will be ordering a lot. If you have
any questions, you can contact Bev at 724-601-3010 or
by email at babate64@comcast.net.

ANNIVERSARIES

Birthdays cont

Birthdays cont

Richard & Christina Palmer 11/11

Lee Speice 11/9

Amy Muslin 11/23

Tom & Terri Owczarzak 11/12

Edith Wagner 11/10

Sarah Jane Shaffer 11/24

Jon Moss & Donna Craig 11/18

Dorothy Elko 11/11

Elaine Verostek 11/24

Eric & Kristen Nan 11/20

Maude Williams 11/11

Elizabeth Repman 11/25

BIRTHDAYS

Michele Riddle 11/12

Morgan Lewis 11/26

Liz Cagnon 11/1

Bev Abate 11/19

Gina Arzberger 11/27

Evelyn McElhose 11/3

Trudy Boggs 11/21

Jeisy Reese 11/28

Julie Novacek 11/5

Mike Kamenski 11/21

Cherryl Lachowicz 11/30

Mary McCartney-Adair 11/6

Barb Corsi 11/22

Thank you to Girl
Scout Troop #10165
for joining with us to
keep our
Little Free Pantry
stocked !

The View from the Mountain
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above.
Colossians 3:1

O

ur valley in Idaho can be very cold
in the winter. Clouds and fog roll in
and blanket the ground, trapping frigid
air under warmer layers above. But you
can get above the valley. There’s a road
nearby that winds up the flank of Shafer
Butte, a 7,500-foot mountain that rises
out of our valley. A few minutes of driving and you break out of the fog and
emerge into the warmth and brilliance
of a sunlit day. You can look down on
the clouds that shroud the valley below
and see it from a different point of view.
Life is like that at times. Circumstances
seem to surround us with a fog that sunlight cannot penetrate. Yet faith is the
way we get above the valley—the means
by which we “set [our] hearts on things
above” (Col. 3:1). As we do, the Lord enables us to rise above our circumstances
and find courage and calmness for the
day. As the apostle Paul wrote, “I have
learned to be content whatever the circumstances” (Phil. 4:11).
We can climb out of our misery and
gloom. We can sit for a time on
the mountainside and through Christ
who gives us strength (v. 13) we can
gain a different perspective.
Reprinted from Our Daily Bread

Submitted by Sallie Alviani

Ohio United Presbyterian church
Is happy to announce the grand opening of the

GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGE
CHILDREN’S LIBRARY

Wednesday November 7th @ 10:00 am
(Story Time will continue Wednesdays every week @ 10:00 am)
Follow the signs down the stairs and visit our newly renovated library.
Come take a peek! The children’s library/Cherub Church room known as The Garden of
Knowledge is only partially completed but feel free to stop by and see what’s been happening
down there. Not only have the 3 and 4 year olds been enjoying a special time during worship in the
room but it’s now far enough along for some books to be displayed and checked out. Children,
parents, grandparents, babysitters and whomever are encouraged to come and look around and
sign out a book. The Garden of Knowledge will be open and manned before and after Sunday
school and church every Sunday. There are books for the very young up to about grade 6.
Donations to our new library are always welcome! You can make donations in honor or memory of
a loved one by simply filling out the form below and sending it with your donation to the church. If
paying by check, please mark “children’s library” in the memo line.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY DONATION
NAME ____________________________________ DONATION AMOUNT $___________________
IN HONOR OF_______________________________________________________________________
IN MEMORY OF______________________________________________________________________

COOKBOOKS MAKE GREAT GIFTS!
Did you know that Ohio UP still has
church cookbooks available for
purchase? At only $10, each 3-ring
binder style cookbook is a great value
and is full of over 600 delicious recipes
from our fabulous cooks. They make
great gifts or a great addition to your

own kitchen. If interested, stop into
the church office during the week or
see someone from the Women’s
Association before or after worship.
Proceeds benefit the Building Fund.
REMINDER: THE BOOKSTORE IS CLOSING!
The Bookstore WILL be closing in December. There are
many bargains—items marked down 50% or more in
addition to the already discounted price. Many people
like to start their Christmas shopping early. Why not do
some shopping at the Bookstore!
For children, toddlers to preteens, you will find many
books and activity books that make great stocking stuffers. Why not buy a children’s book or two and donate it
to the new Children’s Library!
For adults there are “lite” reading books, Hugs books,
Chicken Soup books, devotionals, Bibles, cards (boxed
and individual) for all occasions including Christmas and
special occasions like Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and
graduation. There are other specials too numerous to
mention.
In making a purchase, follow the directions on the chart
on the bulletin board. I am available if you have any
questions. Money, after all bills are paid, will be
transferred to the Building Fund.
-Dorothy Elko

OCTOBER SESSION MTG. HIGHLIGHTS


Reminded about the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance training
provided at Camp Crestfield on October 17.



Motion to host the Presbytery meeting in May 2019 approved.



Motion made to purchase 150 new hymnals, 12 large print versions
and overhead projections, approved.



The Ohio UP Church bookstore business license has expired and will not be renewed. Existing stock will
be liquidated and began discussion of possible usage of the old book store.



Baptism request for Slade McLynden and Ellie McLynden was approved.



Motion for the cookie bazaar to be held on Dec 8, proceeds to go to the building fund, approved.



Motion to host a Christmas concert by Jeff Davis’ band (Hopewell Community Jazz Band) on Dec 10 from
7:00 to 9:00, approved.



November session meeting was changed to Monday, Nov 11 because it conflicted with the Presbyterian
Meeting.



Financial audit procedures were discussed and motion to approve them passed.

OCTOBER 2018 DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Correspondence: Deacons mailed out 9 cards in September.
After Church Fellowship: Our fellowships will depend on the progress made in renovating the church
kitchen; please check the weekly bulletins for updates.
Extra Care List: Deacons like to mail cards and sometimes visit those on our Extra Care List. If you
know someone who needs a little extra care at this time, please call the church office and let us
know.
Friendship Group: November 14th lunch at the church will be chicken breast, scalloped potatoes,
mixed vegetables, cranberry salad, and pumpkin cake. Contingency plan if church kitchen is not
available is to go to Hall’s.

Little Free Pantry: The girl scouts meeting at our church have been contributing to our Little Free
Pantry. Thank you so much!
Backpack Program: We deliver 26 food bags a week. Thank you to our generous congregation for
donating $403.02 toward this ministry during our
recent Minute for Missions.
Deacon Greeters
November: Mike Knox & Rudy Mihalik
December: Nancy Hribar & Rich Palmer

Little Johnny went to Sunday school one Sunday. The
lesson for the day was from Genesis. “God opened up
Adam’s side, took a rib from him, and created Eve from
it.” was what really struck Johnny.
Later that afternoon, Johnny
started feeling sick, and his
side began to hurt. He laid
down on the couch, and after
about half an hour, his
mother came over and asked
him if he was feeling okay.
He said, “Not really-I think
I’m gonna have a wife.”

-submitted by Jennifer Davis

COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES
It will soon be exam time for our college
students and we like to send them care
packages to let them know we’re thinking of them during this stressful time. If
you would like to send something,
please bring in 12-15 of snacks (candy,
popcorn, chips, etc.) or useful things like
highlighters and mechanical pencils,
note cards, etc. and place them in the
marked box in the Cry Room. We will
package them up and mail them out the
week after Thanksgiving . If you have a son/daughter/grandkid who would
benefit from one of these, please let Judi in the church office know their
name, school attending, and physical mailing address where the box can be
sent. If you have a student attending college but living at home, please
include them, too!

GLORY TO GOD HYMNALS
The new Glory to God hymnals are
now in the pews. If you would like
to make a donation in honor or
memory of a loved one to help offset
the cost of them, a bookplate will be
made and placed inside a hymnal.
The cost of each hymnal is $20. If
paying by check, please mark
“hymnal” in the memo line.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4
NOVEMBER CALENDAR
1

7:00 pm

3

8:00am-Noon Hopewell Band pancake
breakfast fundraiser

4

2:00 am
Daylight savings time begins
After worship Ladies’ Tea

5

6:30 pm

Handbell practice begins

6

6:30 pm

Women’s Association Mtg.

7

10:00 am
Story Time Begins!
5:30-7:00 pm F.E.A.S.T.

8

7:00 pm

Choir practice

Sherri Murdoch at (724) 561-9817.

10

9:00 am-

Fall Clean-up Day

Come buy your Christmas cookies this year at our

12

7:00 pm

Session Mtg. (date change
due to Presbytery Mtg.

13

6:00 pm
6:30 pm

B-B Presbytery Mtg.
Deacons Mtg.

14

Noon
Friendship Group Lunch
1:00 pm
Ruth Circle
5:30-7:00 pm Last F.E.A.S.T.

15

7:00 pm

Choir practice

19

6:30 pm

Deborah Circle @ home of
Cherryl Lachowicz

21

7:00 pm

Choir practice

CHRISTMAS COOKIE BAZAAR
Calling all bakers: We need you! We will be holding our
annual Christmas Cookie Bazaar on Saturday, December
8th and we need lots of cookies, nut rolls, fudge, candy,
etc. to sell. Sign up forms will be in the church bulletin
or you can sign up with this slip to you can let us know
what kinds of baked goods you would like to make.
Please have your baked goods to the church on Friday,
December 7th beginning at 6:0 pm-7:30 pm.
If you have any questions, please contact

Annual Christmas Cookie Bazaar! The sale will be held
on Saturday, December 8th from 10:00 am to Noon.
Come early for best selection as the cookies sell out fast!
--------------------------------------------YES, I CAN MAKE/BAKE GOODIES!
Name:

Phone:

Email:
What I Will Bring:

22-23

I CAN HELP WITH:
_____publicity
_____with the sale

_____set up the evening before
_____with clean up after sale

Choir practice

Office Closed for
Thanksgiving holiday

25

Congregational Mtg. to Elect Officers
Surprises for Shut-ins gifts due
Hanging of the Greens after worship

29

TBD
7:00 pm

Pack College Care packages
Choir

