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PASTOR’S PAGE
Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. I
hope this November Lamplighter finds you well and keeping warm now that
Autumn has descended upon us. I have two things I would like to highlight to
our Ohio UP family this month. The first is an exciting opportunity the congregation is embarking upon. Earlier this year an organization called CARES of
Western PA, Inc. contacted the church inquiring about renting space in the
building. CARES of Western PA is an adult, community-based day programming organization that works with adults with intellectual disabilities. After
conversations with me and with Session, the Session of the congregation has
decided to move forward in renting space to CARES. The Session and I are
excited about this opportunity for the building to be used on a regular basis
during the week, as well as developing relationships with the folks CARES
works with as they become part of our community. Not only will we be building relationships with more folks in the Hopewell community, but we will also
be gaining a valuable partnership in terms of a pool of volunteers to help
around the church as well as generating monthly income. CARES will begin
operating out of rooms 1, 2 and 3 off of the Fellowship Hall beginning this
month. The Session and I are excited about this opportunity to minister with
the CARES folks as well as provide a valuable resource to the community.
The second item I would like to highlight is an update on our Building Fund
Pledge drive. Three years ago the congregation embarked on a three-year
Building Fund Pledge drive. Our hope and goal was to raise roughly
$168,000 over a three year period. To accomplish this we asked every family
to contribute an additional $32.50 over and above their regular monthly contributions to the congregation. As we approach the end of our third year we
have collected $102,984 (through the end of September). We have two more
months before we formally reach the end of the three-year pledge campaign.
First of all, I want to say well done in giving that much over the past three
years. These contributions have helped to accomplish some much needed
building improvements, making the building more hospitable to all who enter
here. But as you can see, we are roughly $65,000 short of our goal. I take
some of the responsibility for this short-fall because I have not done very well
at regularly communicating about how we are doing on the pledge drive to the
congregation. As your pastor and leader, I apologize. I would like to see us
make a big dent in our $65,000 short-fall. Additionally, I encourage you to
keep giving to the building fund as there are still some continued improvements we need to make to the building. Let’s see if we can end the year on a
high note!
As we head into the Thanksgiving season I want to say loud and clear that I
am so thankful for all of you. This congregation is truly wonderful and I am so
glad that God has called me here to be with all of you. I am excited for what
God is doing in this congregation and in Hopewell Township. I am excited
that God keeps leading new folks here. I am excited about the future and I
look forward to many years of fruitful ministry with all of you.
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Many thanks and much love,

Pastor Nick
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Birthdays in November
3
5
6
9
10
11

Evelyn McElhose
Julie Novacek
Mary McCartney-Adair
Lee Speice
Edith Wagner
Dorothy Elko
Maude Williams
12 Michele Riddle
16 Patricia Slezak
17 Jack Bruce
19 Bev Abate
21 Trudy Boggs
Mike Kamenski
22 Barbara Corsi
23 Amy Muslin
24 Sarah Jane Shaffer
Elaine Verostek
25 Elizabeth Repman
26 Morgan Lewis
27 Gina Arzberger
28 Jeisy Reese
30 Cherryl Lachowicz

DATE

NURSERY

Anniversaries in November
11/12
11/14
11/18
11/20

Tom & Terri Owczarzak
Rich & Christina Palmer
Jon Moss & Donna Craig
Eric & Kristen Nan

JR. CHURCH

LITURGIST

11/5

Jesseca & Amy Muslin

Children’s musical practice

Melissa Byer

11/12

Rayna Knox/

Children’s musical practice

Paul Magee

11/19

Sharon Neville

Children’s musical practice

Danny Palmer

11/26

Janis Lewis/Kasey Hoth

Children’s musical practice

Harriet Kulha
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ALL WOMEN’S TEA
Join us on Sunday, November 5th after worship for

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

tea! All women and girls are invited and hats and
gloves are strongly encouraged!
We will be serving Tea, Scones and Tea Sandwiches
and, of course, tea. We’ll play some games, too.
Sign up with the bulletin insert or by calling the church
office at 724-378-3690.
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
There will be a brief Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November
12th immediately following the service for the purpose of electing
our church officers. Please plan to stay for this important meeting.
COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES-Donations and Student Addresses Needed!
Let’s show some love to our college students as they prepare for finals by sending
them a care package full of goodies! The Women’s Association will be collecting items now through Thanksgiving. The Care Packages will be mailed out the week
after Thanksgiving. You can bring your donated items to
church and place them in the marked box in the narthex
or in the box in the church office. Items such as candy,
gum, cup-a-soup, socks, microwave popcorn, pens,
highlighters, note pads, cookies, snack bags, etc. are
greatly appreciated!
If you have a student who would like to receive one of the packages please make sure
to give their name and address to Judi in the church office ASAP.
CHURCH CLEAN UP DAY-NOVEMBER 4TH @ 9:00 AM-?
Come help get the church ready for winter and also give it some
sprucing up so we’re ready to host the Beaver-Butler Presbytery
Meeting on Tuesday, November 14th.
There will be plenty of work for all ages, so please come for an hour
or for the whole time.
GOSPBELLS HANDBELL RINGERS NEEDED!
Due to the retirement of long-time handbell ringer, Lois Davie,
Shirley is searching for at least one person to join the
Gospbells. The ability to read music is helpful, but is not
absolutely necessary. Shirley will gladly give instruction on
how to ring if you are interested but not experienced. Please
speak with Shirley after worship if you have any questions.
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GINGERBREAD HOUSE DECORATING-SUNDAY
Be watching for sign ups for the annual Gingerbread House decorating day. Cost for the houses will be approximately $15.00 plus $4 per
person for lunch. This year it will be held on Sunday, December 3rd
following worship. This fun event is for kids of ALL ages!
THE WISH TREE
The Women’s Association, in partnership with the Salvation Army and the
Hopewell Jr. National Honor Society, is once again sponsoring a Wish Tree.
There is a small Christmas tree set up in the narthex with gift tags hung
on it. Each tag has a gift suggestion for a specific boy or girl. Please purchase and wrap your gift, and then bring it back to the church with the
gift tag attached to the outside of the gift. We would like the gifts back
by December 3rd. It is suggested that you try to keep the cost of the
gifts to $25 or less.
ALL CHURCH FELLOWSHIP & HANGING OF THE GREENS!
Sunday, November 26th
Stay after worship to share in the fun of decorating the church for the
Advent season. Fun for the whole family!
SURPRISES FOR SHUT-INS
The 31st annual Surprises for Shut-ins is a Christmas program of the
Beaver County Office of Aging that our Women’s Association assists
with each year. Gifts will be delivered in December to sickly and lonely
shut-ins age 60 and over who live in the community and are identified
by the Beaver County Office on Aging as needing some special attention during the Christmas season. Now through December 3rd we are
collecting new gifts and cash donations to cover the cost of gift wrap and supplies. If writing a check, make it payable to Angela Gentile, and a receipt will be issued. The items can
be placed in the marked box in the narthex.
Wrapped gifts are appreciated but it is not absolutely necessary to wrap them. If you wrap
the gift, please put a post-it note or gift tag on the item stating what is inside. No bows,
please, as they get crushed in the gift bags.

Examples of gifts and supplies to donate: magnets, calendars, body wash, sun catchers,
socks, lotion, puzzle books, shampoo, razors, slippers, lap robes, note pads, perfume, pens,
knick knacks, aftershave, tea towels, toiletry items, toothbrush, soap, box of Kleenex,
stamps, greeting cards, playing cards, mugs, jewelry, shaving cream, gift wrap, rolls of
Scotch tape.
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October 2017 Deacon Meeting Highlights
Correspondence: 17 cards were sent out last month.
Friendship Group: Wednesday, November 15th
Friendship Group will be held at the church and starts at noon.
Menu is roast beef, mashed potatoes and gravy, peas and carrots, applesauce, crescent rolls and dessert.
After Church Fellowship: Sunday, November 26-Hanging of the Greens. All are invited after church to join
us for a light lunch and then to help decorate the church.
Extra Care List:
Those church members on our Extra Care List who are not currently in a facility with a meal plan will be
receiving soup from the soup sale on November 5th.
Little Free Pantry:
Deacons continue to stock the Little Free Pantry every day. We are very grateful to those who donate
goods for the pantry.
Miscellaneous Items:






Deacons hosted two FEAST dinners in October
Church Clean Up Day (inside and out) Saturday, November 4th starting at 9:00 am.
Deacons and the Fellowship Committee will be hosting a meal for those attending leadership training
and will be helping with snacks for the Presbytery Meeting on November 14th.
Deacons provided three gift cards for needy families.
Deacons approved a donation for the Mars Home for Youth Christmas project run by Bev Abate.

Greeters for November: Mike Knox and Rich Palmer

SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS-OCTOBER MTG.
Approved the following:






Leave requests for Pastor Nick for November 19 (he is taking youth to Young Life Fall Retreat) and for
November 22-27, vacation
Church use requests for 10/22 (birthday party), 10/23 (essential oils class), 11/18 (quilt class)
New job description revisions
A/V proposal to install all equipment at one time
Congregational Meeting to Elect Officers will be held on Sunday, November 12 after worship
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LEVERINGTON MINISTRY UPDATE

The Leveringtons are currently in the US on a 6-month furlough, visiting supporting churches, family and friends.
They will be visiting with Ohio UP Church on Sunday, November 19th and will be giving the message that day.
Below is a portion of a recent newsletter from them.
Dear family, friends and partners,
It has been wonderful to fellowship at and report to our supporting churches, visit dear friends and family, and
catch up on your lives and families. It continues to amaze us how deep these relationships are even across time
and much distance and we thank God for each one of you dear ones!
We are being reminded of God’s amazing grace and care and your prayer partnership with each mile. Here is just
one example:
1. While traveling in the middle of three lanes on I35 to Dallas with cars on both sides we came upon a large roll
of tarp that we could not avoid without causing a collision. It dislodged the front grill and bumper, but with
friends in Dallas we zip tied it all together and are continuing on. No duct tape needed!
Psalm 121:7-8 “The Lord keeps you from all harm and watches over your life. The Lord keeps watch over you as
you come and go, both now and forever.”

PLEASE PRAY FOR:



Ongoing safety in travel and meaningful time with each church, partner, friend and family member.



That we will connect with two male counselors by December who could join OTCC within the next 1-2 years. This

would truly take His miraculous provision as it typically takes 3 years minimum for a person to be interested, apply,
finish their current job, raise support, and move overseas. This is a prayer priority as we really need two male counselors to join John as the only male counselor.



For Becky’s nephew Joshua to regain the ability to walk soon, and for the tremors that interfere with so many daily

functions to go away. For grace, strength, endurance, and hope for their family who have been on this journey since
the diagnosis and brain stem surgery 14 months ago.



For our counselors and the Global workers they are seeing each day for counseling: for renewal, healing,

encouragement, and grace to overcome tremendous challenges in the places they live and minister.
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GIVING—HOW TO DO IT; WHERE IT GOES
Ways to Give:
Electronic Giving
Have your contribution direct deposited to the church
bank account. Contact the church office or Treasurer for our bank RTN and account number.
Online giving. This option is currently being researched.
It will be available through our church website in the
near future.
Check mailed to the church from your banking institution
Contribution envelopes
Offering envelopes Designations:
Current Funds: Standard Budgeted Items for Spiritual Leadership, Building &
Grounds, Church Office, Christian Educ, Salaries, Church Committees, Ministry
of Music, Bus & Van Expenses. (More detail available upon request).
Building Fund: These monies contributed are used exclusively for improvements,
required maintenance and repairs to our church and manse. Funds are maintained in a separate bank account.
Missions: All contributions made to this account are completely dispersed to various Missions according to percentages set by the Mission Committee.
Other: This section is used for specific contributions of your choice. One often
used: Deacons-Their only other income is Christmas Eve contributions. Whatever indicated here goes directly.
Per Capita: These monies are for Per Capita only. This is a direct expense determined by Beaver Butler Presbytery to be divided per your request between
Beaver Butler Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. If NO designation is
made, all will be dispersed for Presbytery. Amounts required by Presbytery are
shown in weekly bulletins. The required amount is sent for every member,
whether or not contributed.
Annual Statement:
All contributions made via electronic giving, check received from bank or envelope will
be posted to your annual statement. Please remember to pick up your annual statement when available at the beginning of each year. This statement is for income tax
deductions as well as a way to review and contemplate your previous year’s giving.
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Submitted by Jennifer Davis
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LITTLE FREE
PANTRY UPDATE
The Little Free Pantry is getting
lots of use and is also receiving
donations from the
neighborhood.







We’ve even received a thank
you note!
Thanks to all who are helping
with this ministry.

Prayers of thanks
The Bible’s close connection between prayer and praise caused 19th-century preacher J.C. Ryle to proclaim, “I dare not call that true prayer in which thankfulness has no part.” He points, for example, to
Paul’s words in Philippians 4:6 (“By prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God”)
and Colossians 4:2 (“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful”), both NIV.
Whenever we speak to God, Ryle adds, thoughts of his mercy and the hope of heaven should be at the
forefront of our minds. “Surely,” he writes, “we should never open our lips in prayer without blessing God
for that free grace by which we live, and for that lovingkindness which endures forever.”

Thank you, veterans!
On Veterans Day, we honor men and women who’ve served and sacrificed in one of America’s armed services.
On November 11, 1918, America and her allies signed a truce with German leaders, ending World War I. In
1919, President Wilson decided the United States should remember with gratitude the end of that war and
honor military members by marking Armistice Day, or “truce” day. In 1954, Congress changed the name to
Veterans Day, honoring veterans of every era.
Veterans Day highlights our country’s quest for peace, justice and freedom throughout the world. Followers of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, pray for unity among all nations and for the day when “nation will not
take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV).
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Mon

Wed

8
Ruth Circle @ 1:00 pm

Tue
1
All Saints’ Day

7
Election Day-Go VOTE!

FEAST @ 5:30 pm

FEAST @ 5:30 pm

Women’s Gathering @
6:30 pm
Mission/Evangelism Mtg.
@ 6:30 pm

15

22

14
Beaver-Butler Presbytery
Meeting here @ 6:00 pm

Friendship Group @ Noon
FEAST @ 5:30 pm

21

Choir @ 7:00 pm
Cantata @ 7:45 pm

13

Hand bell practice @
6:30 pm

6

Thu
2
Discipleship Group
10:00am
Choir 7:00 pm
Cantata practice 7:45 pm

9
Choir @ 7:00 pm
Cantata practice @ 7:45 pm

16
Discipleship Group @
10:00 am
Choir @ 7:00 pm
Cantata practice @ 7:45 pm

23
Thanksgiving Day

30
Choir 7:00 pm
Cantata practice 7:45 pm

Sat

17

10

Young Life Fall Retreat

18

11
Veteran’s Day

Fri

4

Young Life Fall Retreat

25

CHURCH CLEAN UP DAY
9:00 am

24

3

November 2017
Sun

5
Daylight savings time ends
Fellowship/Membership
Mtg. after worship
All Ladies’ Tea after
worship
12
Communion
Congregational Meeting to
Elect Officers
Hand bells playing

20

Young Life Prayer Team
Mtg. @ 10:00 am at manse

PneuMatrix Mtg. @ 6:00
pm

19

Deborah Circle @ 6:30 pm

29

Youth Group 3:00-4:30 pm

John & Becky Leverington
visiting w/ Ohio UP during
worship

28
Stewardship & Budget Mtg.
@ 6:00 pm

27

Young Life Fall Retreat
ends
26
Hanging of the Greens after
worship

12

