I CAN ONLY ANSWER THE QUESTION, “WHAT AM I TO DO?” IF I CAN
ANSWER THE PRIOR QUESTION “OF WHAT STORY OR STORIES DO I
FIND MYSELF A PART?”
-Alasdair MacIntyre

This month we find ourselves one-third of the way through our threeyear building fund pledge drive. Last November we embarked upon a threeyear, $168,480 pledge drive with the goal of doing some much-needed
maintenance to our 61-year-old church building. A portion of the monies collected ($72,000) would be used to pay for the ADA lift being installed in the
church. The remainder of the money would be used for other projects, such
as replacing all the non-stained glass windows, interior painting, bathroom
updates, ADA parking expansion, etc. As of October 18, we have raised
Inside this issue:
$35,946.20, or 21% of our total. This is approximately $10,000 short of where
we need to be. As I reflect upon this I am reminded of the story of this
church—a story I find myself a part of and if you are reading this, it is a part of
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your story too.
In 1956, a mere 2 years after the current sanctuary was built, Ohio UP
Church found itself with the envious problem of growing out of the new building. Plans were drawn up to expand the sanctuary and construct the educational wing for a cost of $81,666. A few years later in 1964, it was decided to
conduct a pledge drive to pay-off the remaining balance of the mortgage. The
goal was to raise $60,000 in two years and thus the “Victory for Christ” campaign was launched. Sixty-thousand dollars might not seem too much for us
today, but adjusting for inflation, $60,000 in 1964 is equal to roughly $460,500
in 2015. That is almost three times our current annual budget—a pretty substantial sum! Families were asked to pledge various amounts over and above
their current monthly giving to help collect the total. The people of the church
answered the call and collected all $60,000 in 2 years. What an incredible
witness to the power and generosity of this church family.
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Our current pledge drive has historic precedent in this church and it
joins us with the faithfulness of those church family members who have come
before us. We are part of a story characterized by people who gave generously to support their church family. I encourage you to join the great cloud of
witnesses who have faithfully and generously gone before and who have
helped make this church what it is today. We have an opportunity to leave a
lasting witness and legacy by maintaining this building well so future generations can worship the Living God here. Now that we know a bit more of the
story that we find ourselves in we can begin to answer the question, “What
am I to do?” I encourage you to continue giving $32.50 a month over and
above your current giving so we can meet our modest $168,480 pledge total.
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BIRTHDAYS
Carter Kokoskie
Evelyn McElhose
Julie Novacek
Mary McCartney-Adair
Margaret Young
Edith Wagner
Dorothy Elko
Maude Williams
Patricia Slezak
Bev Abate
Trudy Boggs
Mike Kamenski
Barbara Corsi
Amy Muslin
Sarah Jane Shaffer

24 Elaine Verostek
27 Gina Arzberger
30 Cherryl Lachowicz
Emma Kokoskie
ANNIVERSARIES
11/14 Rich & Christian Palmer
11/18 Jon & Donna Moss
11/20 Eric & Kristen Nan

THANKSGIVING BEATITUDES
†

Be thankful that you don’t already have everything
you desire. If you did, what would there be to look
forward to?

†

Be thankful when you don’t know something, for it
gives you the opportunity to learn.

†

Be thankful for the difficult times. During those times
you grow.

†

Be thankful for your limitations, because they give
you opportunities for improvement.

†

Be thankful for each new challenge, because it will
build your strength and character.

†

Be thankful for your mistakes. They will teach you
valuable lessons.

†

Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, because it
means you’ve made a difference.
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Spotlight on:

ALIQUIPPA
IMPACT:

Mentoring



MISSIONS WE SUPPORT:
Aliquippa Impact



AMP (Aliquippa Mission Programs)



Campus Crusade for Christ
International-Pacific Islands



Beaver-Butler Presbytery Mission
Budget




Church Army-Aliquippa/
Uncommon Grounds Café
Manna



Meals on Wheels



M.H.Y. Family Services



McCormack Foundation



Refreshing Springs Ministry



Salvation Army



Wycliffe Bible

A SIMPLE GESTURE
Beverly Abate, 68 years old, works as a customer
service agent at U.S. Airways, serves as a deacon at Ohio
United Presbyterian Church, and is mother to 2 kids and
grandmother to 3 grandchildren. Not only is she devoted
to her work, church, and family, she also dedicates her
time to a mentee named Qiyawni.
Whenever Beverly Abate heard about programs
like Big Brother, Big Sister she thought to herself, “I should
do that-that would be really nice.” However as she points
out, her intentions were always ‘placed on the back burner.’ However, 3 years ago when a representative from Aliquippa Impact spoke at her church, something was different. “I just felt called to do
it. I thought I could make a difference in someone’s life and I signed up right then and there.”
Now Beverly participates in school-based mentoring with 11 year-old Qiyawni Cox. Every
week for 35 minutes the pair meets at Aliquippa Elementary School where they do crafts and play
games. Beverly says, “usually we have a project going and it will last 3 or 4 weeks. Our most recent
project was a scrap book of her school and her friends.”
Beverly points out that mentoring can be challenging at times and pushes her out of her comfort zone. She says, “When you become a mentor you are matched up with a kid and they have a
need, but you don’t know what that need is. You just hope you’re making a difference.”
One of Beverly’s fondest memories with Qiyawni would suggest she is making a difference.
At the end of the school year, Beverly and Qiyawni were invited to a mentor-mentee picnic at Crestmont Alliance Church. Beverly says, “At the picnic, we were playing balloon toss and Qiyawni and I
were standing side by side. She put her arm on my shoulder and that just meant the absolute world
to me. It was a sign that she trusted me, she accepted me. We’re with a big crowd and she felt
comfortable enough to just do a simple, little gesture like that. That might not sound like much to
anyone else, but that just meant the world to me.”
In the fall, Beverly hopes to start community-based mentoring (outside of the school) with
Qiyawni.
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Christmas is Fast Approaching!
Won’t you consider making a donation to
MHY Family Services again this year so that more children can
have a Christmas?
Contact Bev Abate for specific ideas at
babate64@comcast.net or at 724-378-3608

The Christmas Tree at Mars Home for Youth last December,
thanks to the generous support from Ohio UP Church and
other ministry partners!
We needed the church bus to carry all the gifts !

Heartfelt Thanks
He who thanks but with the lips thanks but in part;
The full, the true Thanksgiving comes from the heart..
-J. A. Shedd
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

COLLEGE CARE PACAKGES

There will be a brief Congregational
Meeting on Sunday, November 15th
immediately following worship, for the
purpose of electing our church officers.
Please plan to stay for this important
meeting.
A big thank you to Gina
Arzberger and Sherri Murdoch
for all the hard work and time
that went into the Halloween
party. They provided all the
food, games and decorations.
It was a really nice time with over 50 people
attending.
Cherryl Lachowicz

Ohio UP will be preparing College Care
Packages for our college students to have
and enjoy during “finals” week. You can
participate by donating items such as hot
chocolate packets, candy, gum, cup-a-soup,
microwave popcorn, pens, highlighters, note
pads, cookies, snack bags, etc. The Care
Packages will be mailed out the week after
Thanksgiving. If you have not already done
so, please let the church office know your
college student’s address as soon as
possible so they won’t be left out!
There are at least 15 college students this
year. You can bring donations of goodies to
the church and place them in the marked box
in the narthex or leave them in the church
office with a note saying they’re for the care
packages.

GINGERBREAD HOUSE DECORATING-SUNDAY 12/8
Be watching for sign ups for the annual Gingerbread House decorating day. This year it will be held on Sunday, December 8th
following worship. This fun event is for kids of ALL ages!
THE WISH TREE
The Women’s Association, in partnership with the Salvation Army
and the Conservation Club, is once again sponsoring a Wish Tree.
There will be a small Christmas tree set up in the narthex with gift
tags hung on it. Each tag has a gift suggestion for a specific boy
or girl. Please purchase and wrap your gift, and then bring it back
to the church with the gift tag attached to the outside of the
gift. We would like the gifts back by early December. It is suggested that you try to keep the cost of the gifts to $25 or less.
ALL CHURCH FELLOWSHIP &
HANGING OF THE GREENS!
Sunday, November 22nd
After worship
Come join your Ohio UP Church family for a meal and then
stay to decorate the church for the Advent season.
Fun for the whole family!
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CALLING ALL BAKERS!!!!
Baked Goods are needed for this year’s Annual Christmas Cookie Bazaar.
WHEN: December 12th
TIME: 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Proceeds to benefit the Building Fund
Please help to make this event a success by filling out and returning the form below.
Select all you can help with and return to the church office.

YES, I WILL HELP WITH THE COOKIE BAZAAR!
Name______________________________Phone_______________________
Email______________________________
_____Help with publicity (order signs, print flyers, call newspaper)
_____Bake 10-12 dozen of one kind of cookie: please list name of cookie &
give a second choice in case of duplicates:_________________________
___________________________________________________________
_____Also accepted: fudge, candy, nut rolls, and breads-please specify below:
___________________________________________________________
_____Help set up the day before
_____help with the sale
_____Help clean up after the sale

If you have any questions, please contact Patti Strominger @ 724-495-2146
or by email at pattistr@gmail.com
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DEACONS MEETING SUMMARY-OCTOBER 2015
Correspondence: 27 cards were sent out last month.
Lunch Bunch: We had 19 attend our Lunch Bunch in October. The presentation by the Senior
Center at the Mall was informative and enjoyable! Next Lunch Bunch is Tuesday, December
1st.
Friendship Group: Wednesday, October 28th: Pittsburgh Presbyterian in Clinton followed by
Bavington Inn for lunch.
After Church Fellowship: November 22nd; Menu: Turkey with noodles, mashed potatoes
NEW BUSINESS:
Deacon meetings will now be held on the second Tuesday of the month so that we can have a
shared Bible study with the Session.

Session Meeting Highlights


Spent time studying John 15:1-17



Approved spending $2018 on 100 new chairs for Fellowship Hall from
Memorial Fund



Received new committee report template for committees to use starting
Immediately for all committee reports.



Received September Presbytery meeting summary.



Approved Pastor Nick to accompany Presbyterians for Middle East Peace on
a trip to Israel from Feb 11, 2016 - Feb 19, 2016.



Approved Cookie Bazaar on Sat, Dec 12 10am-1pm.
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SURPRISES FOR SHUT-INS PROGRAM
Would you like to brighten the day
of an area senior? It is easy to do by
donating gifts for the Beaver County
Office on Aging’s 29th annual
Surprises for Shut-ins program. It
provides gifts and a friendly visit
during the Christmas season to
adults ages 60 and older who are experiencing illness and loneliness.
The BCOA casework staff identifies
shut-ins who need some special attention during the holiday season. In
2014, 434 people received gifts.
Since the program’s inception,
9,276 deliveries have been made to
older adults.

The Office on Aging has a dedicated
core of volunteers who wrap and deliver gifts.
The older adults really value the visit
during the holiday, as some of them
just have contact with their caseworker and direct care workers.
Each shut-in receives a gift bag with
an average of eight gifts inside.
Do you need a few gift ideas? The
agency has received donations of:

magnets, soaps, tissues, sun
catchers, socks, lotions, puzzle
books, shampoo, razors,
Now through the month of Novemslippers, calendars, powder,
ber, Ohio UP Church, working with
perfume, knick knacks,
BCOA, will accept donations of new,
aftershave, shaving cream,
practical gifts. It is not necessary to
body wash, lap robes,
wrap them. If providing a wrapped
tea towels, note pads, pens,
gift, put a sticky note or a gift tag on
greeting cards, stamps, playing
it stating the contents. Also, cash
cards and toiletry items, new
donations are accepted to cover the
cost of giftwrap. If writing a check,
gift wrap, rolls of Scotch tape.
make it payable to Angela Gentile,
and a receipt will be issued.
Items can be brought to the church
and placed in a marked box in the
narthex.
Angela Gentile is the program coordinator. BCOA relies on the generosity of Beaver County residents to
make the program work. Many
groups use this project as one of
their community service projects.
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2015 ADVENT DEVOTIONALS
Sunday, November 29th is the first Sunday of Advent. This year we are offering 2
ways to receive Advent devotionals, should you choose to follow one.
 Choose one of the printed devotionals from the basket in the Narthex
 Use the on-line devotional from the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (information
is included below).
Each year Pittsburgh Theological Seminary offers our free Advent devotional as our
gift to you! We invite you to read and listen to daily messages written by members of
the Seminary community.
PLEASE NOTE: THE 2015 ADVENT DEVOTIONAL (ONLINE AND PDF VERSIONS) WILL BE POSTED IN EARLY NOVEMBER.

Daily Devotionals Delivered to your E-mail
New Subscribers:
Visit PTS News Sign Up.
1. Complete the required information and select Devotionals. Please note that other enewsletters are available.
2. Click “Subscribe”.
Existing Subscribers:
If you received the Lenten or Advent devotional last year, nothing further is required.

Devotionals App
The Seminary's Advent Devotionals are available through a free app for your Android or
Apple device. Visit the Google Play Store or iTunes Store and search for "Devotions - Advent &
Lent" or follow these link from your mobile device:https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=edu.pts.devotions (Android) orhttps://itunes.apple.com/us/app/devotions-advent-lent/
id945697533?ls=1&mt=8 (Apple).

Devotionals on Social Media
Like the Seminary on Facebook.
Follow us on Twitter.
Join our circle on Google+.

Devotionals to Print and Share
We also offer a printed version of the devotional that's great for sharing with your small church
group. The Advent PDF will be posted in November; You can request a printed copy be mailed
to you by e-mailing reception@pts.edu or calling 412-362-5610.

WESTMINSTER CONFESSION STUDY
Due to conflicts last Wednesday, the Westminster Confession of
Faith study was postponed to thisWednesday, November 4, 2015 at
7 PM in the church library. We will begin a new chapter on
“The Communion of the Saints” with a focus on the believer’s
mystical union with Christ.
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THOSE WHO SERVE
The following service people are
listed on our “Those Who Serve”
display in the church narthex.
If there are any changes in rank or
service, please let the church office
know via e-mail or a note placed in
the office mail slot (located by Pastor
Nick’s office).
Current photos (returnable) are also
welcome. If there are any loved ones,
friends, or neighbors you would like
added to the display, please send the
information to the church office.



















Lieutenant Colonel Faith Chamerlain-U.S. Army
2nd Lieutenant Ben Augspurger-U.S. Marines
Lance Corporal Matt Laitres-U.S. Marines
Airman Adam Tolfa-U.S. Air Force
Warrant Officer 2 Jason Hines-Army National Guard
Sr. Airman William Barth-U.S. Air Force
Sr. Airman Kelly Barth Yankosky-U.S. Air Force
Sr. Airman Nick Yankosky-U.S. Air Force
2nd Lieutenant Shawn Leverington-U.S. Army
Staff Sergeant James Verigood-U.S. Air Force
Sergeant Jesse Goblet-U.S. Army
Donald Sanders-U.S. Army Reserves
Tommy Franzese-U.S. Marines
Andy Gerlesky
Heidi Engle
Lauren Rosati
Merle McConnell
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KID’S PAGE
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
(PROVIDED BY HARRIET KULHA)
A little girl, dressed in her Sunday best, was running
as fast as she could, trying not to be late for Bible
class. As she ran she prayed, “Dear Lord, please
don’t let me be late! Dear Lord, please don’t let me be late!” While she was
running and praying, she tripped on a curb and fell, getting her clothes dirty
and tearing her dress. She got up, brushed herself off, and started running...again!
As she ran she once again began to pray, “Dear Lord, please
don’t let me be late...but please don’t shove me either!”

Three boys are in the school yard bragging about their fathers. The first boy
says, “My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a poem,
and they give him $50.” The second boy says, “That’s nothing. My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a song, and they give him
$100.” The third boy says, “I’ve got you both beat. My Dad scribbles a few
words on a piece of paper, he calls it a sermon, and it takes eight people to
collect all the money!”
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1

Sun
All Saint’s Day

Daylight Savings Time
Ends @ 2:00 a
Ladies Tea 11:30-1:00 p

2

Mon
3

Tue
Election Day

Women’s Assoc. Mtg.
6:30 p
Stewardship/Budget Mtg.
@ 6:30 p

7

Fri
6

Thu
5

Wed
4

14

21

13

19
20
Young Life Prayer Mtg. @
1:00 p

28

12

27

11 Veteran’s Day

26

Church office closed

Rachel Circle @ 12:45 p
Staff Mtg. @ 6:00 p

Happy Thanksgiving!

Ruth Circle

17
18
Beaver-Butler Presbytery Friendship Group
Mtg. @ Park Presbyterian
-Beaver: 6:00 p

10
Deacons Mtg. @ 6:30 p
Session Mtg. @ 7:00 p

16
Deborah Circle @ 6:30 p
Meeting at Ohio UP

8
9
Edith Wagner Birthday
Party-church invited after
worship

15
Congregational Mtg. to
Elect Officers-after
worship

25

23

24
Leadership Training @
7:00 p

30

22
Hanging of the Greens &
Fellowship Hour-after
worship

29 1st Sunday of Advent
Minute for MissionSalvation Army

Sat
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The Lamplighter is a monthly publication of
Ohio United Presbyterian Church
1236 Longvue Ave., Aliquippa, PA 15001
Church Office Hours-Mon thru Thurs 9:00 am-3:00
Church phone (724) 378-3690
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