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I am taking a quick break from focusing on Mark in my pastor’s letter this month. I am going to focus instead on
something that property committee and Session has been working on for the past few months. We are working on
getting a lift installed in the church in order to facilitate movement from the sanctuary to the exterior of the building
and to the fellowship hall. We are also working on expanding handicapped parking closer to the building. Finally,
we should remove the oak tree in front of the building to prevent further roof wear as well as to relieve pressure on
the foundation. The fact of the matter is, this is an old building that has not had much maintenance work done since
it was built. There are going to be other, large projects that need to be done to ensure that we are being good stewards of the building God has entrusted to us. That being said, the Session would like to embark on a 3-year building
fund pledge drive. There are two main reasons we need to do this pledge drive.
1) We are taking out a loan to pay for the remainder of the lift and paving. The amount of this loan is $54,000.
Since presbytery owns the church and the property we need to get an OK from them. Part of this process is demonstrating that the church will undertake a pledge drive in order to raise the necessary funds. This pledge drive will
meet this requirement.
2) The other reason is that the building needs more maintenance work to keep the building from falling into disrepair. Some of the projects that the property committee is considering are replacing all of the non-stained glass windows as many of the seals are broken and many windows no longer raise and lower properly or close completely.
The electrical needs updating. The upstairs restrooms need some improvements. The kitchen could use a little love.
This pledge drive would build a significant cash reserve to get some of these projects completed.
So, what are the numbers—how much money are we talking about here?
Estimated Cost

Pledge Drive

$37,842

ASV (the lift)

Assuming 144 families in the church.

$28,950

Miles Construction

$390

Per family (year)

$5000

Architect

$32.50

Per family (month)

$290

Permit fees

$7.50

Per family (week)

$72,082

Subtotal

$79,290

Plus 10% unexpected costs

$56,160

After 1 year

$95,875

Plus cost of paving

$112,320

After 2 years

- $33,395.96

Down-payments to ASV and

$168,480

After 3 years

- $11,755

Current building fund

$50,724.04

Remaining balance owed

Yearly Pledge Drive Totals

As you can see we would pay off the loan for the lift and paving within one year. After three years we would have
substantial savings accumulated in the building fund so that other maintenance projects can be completed. I must
highlight a very important point here. These pledge drive amounts would be over and above your current general
fund giving. We are asking for an additional $7.50 a week for the next three years in order to accomplish this task.
This may be a financial hardship for some, but for others it may not be. The $7.50 a week figure is an average.
Some may be able to give more, some may be able to give less. My hope is that we all look at our spending habits
and see if we can eliminate something—say 2 coffees a week—and dedicate a little extra money to the church. I
learned while working at a coffee shop after college that the small change given as tips adds up at the end of the
week. I learned that small amounts of change over a long period of time add up to a significant difference. My hope
is that we can contribute a small amount of change every week for the next 3 years in order to make a big difference 2
for our church.

Come, Ye Thankful People
Author-Henry Alford, 1810-1871

the Tares as recorded in Matthew
13:24-30, 36-43. The final stanza is a
Composer-George J. Elvey, 1816-1893
prayer for the Lord’s return- “the final
Tune Name-”St. George’s Windsor”
harvest home” -the culminating event that Henry Alford
Scripture References-Matt. 13:24-30; 36-43;
sees as the ultimate demonstration of God’s goodness in
Mark 4:26-29
His eternal purpose of man’s Redemption.
“It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord,
It is said that at the end of a hard day’s work, as well as
and to sing praises unto Thy name, O most
after every meal, it was customary practice for “Dean”
high.”-Psalm 92:1
Alford to stand to his feet and give thanks to God for the
blessings just received or enjoyed during the day. This
“Come, Ye Thankful People” is considered to be one of spirit of perpetual gratitude is clearly evidenced throughthe most choice harvest-thanksgiving hymns in all of
out this hymn.
hymnody. It was written for the English harvest festiThe composer of this tune, “St. George’s Windsor”,
vals, a movable feast varying with the harvest time in the was George J. Elvey, who served as the organist for forty
various villages. Its author, Henry “Dean” Alford, is
-seven years at the historic, royal chapel at Windsor
generally regarded as one of the most gifted Christian
Castle in England. In 1861, this tune first appeared wedleaders of the nineteenth century, distinguishing himself ded to Henry Alford’s text in the well-known Anglican
as a theologian, scholar, writer, poet, artist, and musiChurch hymnal, Hymns Ancient and Modern. It has
cian.
found a place in nearly every published hymnal to the
Henry Alford was born in London, October 7, 1810.
present time.
His father, as well as his ancestors in several previous
generations, were respected clergymen in the Anglican
Submitted by Shirley Fluharty
Church, and early in life, young Alford decided to follow
their examples. November 18, 1827, at the age of sixteen, he wrote in the fly-leaf of his Bible these words
which characterized his entire life: “I do this day, in the
presence of God and my own soul, renew my covenant
with God, and solemnly determine henceforth to become
His, and to do His work as far as in me lies.”
Hymnology was one of Henry Alford’s major interests,
and he translated and composed numerous hymns, which
he published. Of these many works, only “Come, Ye
Thankful People” is still in general use in most evangelical hymnals.
This hymn first appeared in Alford’s Psalms and
Hymns, in 1844. It was originally titled “After Harvest”
and was accompanied by the text “He that goeth forth
and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with
him” (Psalm 126:6). The hymn originally contained
seven stanzas, but only four have remained in common
usage.
The first stanza of this harvest hymn is an invitation and
an exhortation to give thanks to God in the earthly temple-His Church-for the heavenly care and provision of
our earthly needs. The following two stanzas are an interesting commentary on the Parable of the Wheat and
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BIRTHDAYS
Carter Kokoskie
Evelyn McElhose
Julie Novacek
Mary McCartney-Adair
Margaret Young
Edith Wagner
Dorothy Elko
Maude Williams
Patricia Slezak
Bev Abate
Trudy Boggs
Mike Kamenski
Barbara Corsi
Amy Muslin
Sarah Jane Shaffer

24 Elaine Verostek
27 Gina Arzberger
30 Cherryl Lachowicz
Emma Kokoskie
ANNIVERSARIES
11/18 Jon & Donna Moss (25th)
11/20 Eric & Kristen Nan

“I

am not a saint,

unless you think of
a saint as a sinner
who keeps on
trying.”
-Nelson Mandela
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Christmas is Fast Approaching! Won’t you consider making a donation to
MHY again this year so that more children can have a Christmas? Contact
Bev Abate for specific ideas at babate64@comcast.net or at 724-378-3608
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Spotlight on:

ALIQUIPPA
IMPACT:

Mentoring



MISSIONS WE SUPPORT:
Aliquippa Impact



AMP (Aliquippa Mission Programs)



Campus Crusade for Christ
International-Pacific Islands



Christians United in Beaver County




Church Army-Aliquippa/
Uncommon Grounds Café
Manna



Meals on Wheels



M.H.Y. Family Services



McCormack Foundation



Presbyterian Frontier
Fellowship



Salvation Army



Wycliffe Bible

THE POWER OF MENTORING RELATIONSHIPS
Nick Marlatt, pastor of Ohio United Presbyterian Church, learned of Aliquippa Impact through
the church’s missions and evangelism committee chairwoman, Sallie Alviani. Sallie is a mentor
through Aliquippa Impact and Ohio UP has supported AI monthly since 2009. Ohio UP is a church
of people who are trying to follow Jesus Christ in proclaiming and spreading the Good News to
others in love and the spirit of Christ. “We want to live the gospel in the community in which we are
placed. That is one of the draws to Aliquippa Impact. It is a way to minister to the community that
we are in.” AI is a chance for people to be involved in the lives of kids in the community and to be
involved as Christian mentors,“ says Nick. “It is a way for people in the church to do mission on a
regular basis, to invest in the life of the community, and for the church to be salt and light in the community and world around it in a very tangible way. It is a wonderful opportunity to get people doing
ministry outside the doors of the church. It broadens the understanding of what doing ministry is-that
it is not just a program in church but a way of living your life every day in the community in which you
are placed.”
Nick believes in Aliquippa Impact as he states, “Personally, I feel that men in our culture are
failing to be positive mentors and role models on a day to day basis in the lives of our kids. When I
was growing up, I always wanted a mentor presence in my life. I want to give back because I know
the power of some deep mentoring relationships. Scripturally, faith is passed on from generation to
generation from these types of relationships. If I can be a witness to the Gospel in the life of kids it is
a much more effective evangelism tool than a big rally or once a year things.” Nick lives what he
believes and is a school-based mentor through AI at Aliquippa Elementary School.
Nick values how Aliquippa Impact has a summer program and a school-based program.
“Kids aren’t dropped. There is always involvement in the lives of the kids.” He also likes how AI’s
programs start at a young age to be positive Christian influences in the lives of kids early on.
Nick sees the effect AI has on the kids of the community at the school. “ I see it in the kids
who are in the mentor room saying, ‘I wish I had a mentor’. AI has been around enough to where
kids are spreading the word themselves and at a point where kids are desiring it [mentoring] and
seeking it out themselves.”
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DEACONS MEETING SUMMARY
Treasurer’s Report: Balance-$1,806.98 (as of 9/30/2014)
Lunch Bunch: Tuesday, October 7th
Menu: grilled cheese, applesauce, sugar cookies.
Friendship Group: Wednesday, October 22nd
Will tour the Emergency Operations Center at the Emergency Services Center in
Ambridge then have lunch at Rainaldi’s Restaurant in Monaca.
Pastor Appreciation After Church Fellowship: Sunday, October 26th
Menu: Variety of soups, bread, cake
Christian Education: Revised the Christian Education Director position.
Fellowship Committee: Pictures for the church directory went smoothly and were
handled well.
Property and Vision Committee: Two checks were sent out for the lift and for construction. Committee is currently working on the building permit from the township and
loan paperwork, and will have to wait for building and labor inspections. There is a lot
of paperwork involved and it could take up to three months to get approved.
Deacons volted to name Frank Waryck and Rudy Mihalik as Honorary Greeters.
Next Deacon Meeting will be held Wednesday, November 5th at 6:30 pm.

SOMETHING’S FISHY
On her blog, “Tales of Wonder”, Marlo Schalesky writes
about the short-lived goldfish her family has accumulated
over the years. When her daughter brought two more home,
Schalesky tried to lower her expectations: “Fish like this
don’t live that long.” Yet those particular fish thrived-one
lived five years! Schalesky figured their well water must
have been purer than the city water their previous pets inhabited.
People are like fish that way, Schalesky suggests: What surrounds us has power over us.
Constantly “swimming” in negativity and impure thoughts hinders our growth and well-being.
Yet if we seek Christ-like surrounds, we’ll thrive spiritually.
“Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable-if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-think about such things.”
-Philippians 4:8
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CALLING ALL BAKERS!!!!
Baked Goods are needed for this year’s Annual Christmas Cookie Bazaar.
WHEN: December 13th
TIME: 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Proceeds to benefit the Building Fund
Please help to make this event a success by filling out and returning the form below.
Select all you can help with and return to the church office.

YES, I WILL HELP WITH THE COOKIE BAZAAR!
Name______________________________Phone_______________________
Email______________________________
_____Help with publicity (order signs, print flyers, call newspaper)
_____Bake 10-12 dozen of one kind of cookie: please list name of cookie &
give a second choice in case of duplicates:_________________________
___________________________________________________________
_____Also accepted: fudge, candy, nut rolls, and breads-please specify below:
___________________________________________________________
_____Help set up the day before
_____help with the sale
_____Help clean up after the sale

If you have any questions, please contact Patti Strominger @ 724-495-2146
or by email at pattistr@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Thanksgiving Prayer Ideas

(from the Beaver-Butler Presbytery Office Staff)
We all know about the Twelve Days of Christmas. This year, let’s celebrate the Twelve
Days of Thanksgiving, so that we can enjoy the fullness of this holiday as well!
Use the following suggestions to focus your gratitude to God during the twelve days leading up to Thanksgiving. Each day, thank God for…
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

16:
17:
18:
19:
20:
21:
22:
23:
24:
25:
26:
27:

A special person in your life.
The beauty of creation.
An opportunity that God opened up for you recently.
A treasured possession.
How he got you through a difficult time.
A way you were able to help someone else.
A different part of the world.
Something that makes church special.
A gift or talent God has given you.
A favorite memory.
Something special that happened this year.
Your family.

WEDDING SOUP SALE
Place your order for Wedding Soup now. The quart jars of delicious, homemade
wedding soup will be sold for $6.50 each. The proceeds from the Soup Sale will benefit the Building Fund. The soup will be available for pick up on Sunday, November 15th
following the worship service.
WESTMINSTER CONFESSION STUDY
The next Westminster Confession Study will be on Wednesday, November 5 at 7:30
pm in the church library. We will be starting a new chapter on the “perseverance of the
saints”. This is the fifth and last of the doctrines of grace in the TULIP acronym.
Rumor has it that treats may be available in honor of a certain class member’s birthday!
THANK YOU TO THE CONGREGATION
Dear Ohio UP family,
I want to personally thank all of you for the wonderful Pastor Appreciation luncheon on October 26 after the worship service. The soups
were amazing, the cake was perfect and having the family all together
to share a meal was heavenly. Our whole family is unbelievably
blessed by you all and we are so excited that God has brought us
together. Thank you, thank you, thank you. We look forward to many
years of life and ministry together.
-Pastor Nick

FALL BACK!
Don’t forget to set your clocks back one hour on Saturday the
1st before you go to bed. Daylight Savings Time ends at 2:00
AM on Sunday, November 2nd.
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE?
By Ella Mae Spieker
So sorry for the mistakes in the October Lamplighter. I’m sure all of you who do the quiz found them. I
had 2 Samuel listed for answers but one letter (I) should have been Solomon. Also, the correct scripture
for #3 should have been Gen. 42:11 and the last word for question 13 should have been staves. I’ll try
to be better this time.
The correct answers for October’s quiz are:
1. L 2. F 3. J 4. E 5. H 6. M 7. I 8. N 9. B 10. C 11. K 12. D 13. A 14. G

WHO SAID THAT? Part 2(KJV)
1. Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. (Acts 7:60)_________________________
2. See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? (Acts 8:36) ______________________
3. Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church. (Matt. 16:18) __________________
4. Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising of many in Israel. (Luke 2:34) ___________________
5. And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sacks mouth of the youngest, and his corn money. (Gen. 44:2)________
6. I have sinned this time; the Lord is righteous, and I and my people are wicked. (Ex. 9:27) ___________
7. Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have I give thee: in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and
walk. (Acts 3:6) __________________
8. The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau. (Gen 27:22) _____________
9. Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to harken than the fat of rams. (I Samuel 15:22) ______________
10. My Lord and my God! (John 20:28) ______________________
11. Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God. (Ruth 1:16) ____________________
12. I have heard many such things; miserable comforters are ye all. (Job 16:2) __________________
13. Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither go from hence, but abide here fast by
my maidens. (Ruth 2:8) __________________
14. Am I my brother’s keeper? (Gen. 4:9) _________________
Good luck! Have a thankful and blessed Thanksgiving!
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KID’S PAGE
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Sun

2
Women’s Tea Party
following worship

Mon

3
Hand bells @ 6:30 pm

Fri

Sat

8

Thu

7

Wed

6
Choir @ 7:00 pm

14

15
Pre-Presbytery Church
Clean-up 10 am

Tue

5
Deacons @ 6:30 pm
Last FEAST
Westminster class @
7:30 pm

13
Rachel Circle
Choir @ 7:00 pm

1

4
Women’s Assoc. @
6:30 pm

12
Ruth Circle
FEAST

22

9

11
Session @ 7:00 pm

21

10
Hand bells @ 6:30 pm
Budget Committee Mtg.

19

20
Young Life Prayer Mtg.
@ 1:00 pm
Choir @ 7:00 pm

29

16
Wedding Soup Sale

18
Presbytery Mtg. at Ohio
UP

28
Office Closed

17
Deborah Circle @ Chris
Hurni’s

27
Happy Thanksgiving!

25
Vision Com. Mtg @
7:00 pm

26
Choir @ 7:00 pm

23

24
Hand bells @ 6:30 pm

30
1st Sunday Advent
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