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We are followers of Jesus Christ proclaiming and spreading the Good News to
others with the love and spirit of Christ.
Mission determines the forms and structures needed for the church to do its
work. Administration is the process by which a council implements its decisions. Administration enables the church to give effective witness in the world
to God’s new creation in Jesus Christ and strengthens the church’s witness to
the mission of the triune God.
-Book of Order
My Lamplighter article last month focused on some of the ways Ohio
Church is reaching out to the Hopewell community with the love and
spirit of Jesus Christ. Specifically, I highlighted the congregation’s involvement in helping the Hopewell Police Department secure a $10,000
grant from the Ben Roethlisberger Foundation to help fund a K9 unit for
the department. Additionally, the deacons of the congregation created a
backpack food program for kids in the Hopewell Area School district at
the beginning of the year. Last month we received a $2000 grant from
the Aliquippa Elks to help expand the program from Margaret Ross
Elementary to Kane Rd and the 5-6th grades at the Junior High. God is
good. I am excited how Session is seeking to discern God’s will for the
mission of the congregation and participating with God in the community.
This month I want to spend a bit more time focusing on mission. The
quotation from the Book of Order above reminds us that each congregation within the Presbyterian Church (USA) has the ability to structure
itself organizationally in whatever manner best enables it to do its mission, or as the quote says, “give effective witness in the world to God’s
new creation in Jesus Christ.” To that end, a task-force has been meeting with me for the past 5 months looking at the organizational structure
of the congregation—the committees and their structure and organization—to see if they enable us to give effective witness to the mission of
God. We have been asking ourselves the basic question, does our
structure help us or hinder us as we seek to fulfill the mission God has
called us to? Does our organizational structure help us reach out to our
community with the love and Spirit of Christ or not? The task-force will
be making its report to Session in the next month or two so stay tuned. I
believe the task-force has come up with some healthy and constructive
organizational changes which hopefully clarify the organizational structure of the church to members new and old, and facilitate a greater involvement from the whole community of God who worship at Ohio
Church. It is truly an exciting and wonderful time to be a part of God’s
mission here at Ohio Church!
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Grace and peace,
Pastor Nick
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5/6
5/13
5/20
5/27

Nursery
Rayna Knox
Chris Hurni
Chistina & Danny Palmer
Sallie Alviani

Anniversaries
Lois & Kenneth Kearns
Lynn & William (Ber) Smith
Simon & Megan Hunsberger
Linda & Michael Duganich
Jeisy & Kevin Reese
Paul & Karin Magee

5/3
5/11
5/14
5/15
5/24
5/29

Birthdays
Roberta Smith
Nancy Shade
Shelley Summy
Jack Nan

5/2
5/5
5/8
5/9

5/6
5/13
5/20
5/27

Jr. Church
Dameron family
Nancy & Elizabeth Hribar
Nancy Lucas
Family Sunday

Bryan Magee
Dolly Kerlin
Kayla Bruno
Jeff Barth
Jean Peretich
Ed Lawson
Jacob Lawson
Joshua Hribar
Nick Hoth
Robert Hurni
Sofia Cronin
Ava DiCicco
Patrick Smith

5/6
5/13
5/20
5/27

5/10
5/15
5/20
5/21
5/21
5/24
5/26
5/26
5/27
5/27
5/31
5/31
5/31

Liturgist
Zbig Lachowicz
Donna Craig
Nick Barth
John Martin

Whenever I’m disappointed with my spot in life, I stop and think about little Jamie Scott.
Jamie was trying out for a part in the school play. His mother told me that he’d set his heart
on being in it, though she feared he would not be chosen…
On the day the parts were awarded, I went with her to collect him after school. Jamie rushed
up to her, eyes shining with pride and excitement…’Guess what, Mom’, he shouted, and then
he said those words that will remain a lesson to me…’I’ve been chosen to clap and cheer.’

VBS 2018
Imagine a world where curious kids become
hands-on inventors who discover they're
lovingly crafted by God. Register your child
online at www.ohiopresbyterian.org

Sign up to volunteer with the insert in
the church bulletin.
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“A Hint of Heaven”
“Since you are eager for gifts of the Spirit, try to excel in those that build up the church.”
-1 Corinthians 14:12
The world-class botanical garden across the street from our church was the setting for an all-church

community gathering. As I walked around the gardens greeting people I have known for years, catching
up with those I hadn’t seen recently, and enjoying the beautiful surroundings cared for by people who
know and love plants, I realized that the evening was rich with symbols of how the church is supposed
to function—a little hint of heaven on earth.
A garden is a place where each plant is placed in an environment in which it will thrive. Gardeners prepare the soil, protect the plants from pests, and make sure each one receives the food, water, and sunlight it needs. The result is a beautiful, colorful, and fragrant place for people to enjoy.
Healthy churches draw people to God.
Like a garden, church is meant to be a place where everyone works together for the glory of God and the
good of all; a place where everyone flourishes because we are living in a safe environment; a place
where people are cared for according to their needs; where each of us does work we love—work that
benefits others (1 Cor. 14:26).
Like well-cared-for plants, people growing in a healthy environment have a sweet fragrance that draws
people to God by displaying the beauty of His love. The church is not perfect, but it really is a hint of
heaven.
How can you promote the health of your church? Ask God to help you serve others as Christ serves us. Serve in a
role that matches your skills and interests. Listen well to others and pray for them.
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An Eagle Scout Project by Chandler Dameron

The new dog park will be located on Laird Road in Aliquippa, PA, across from the existing
Hopewell Community Park. The property is owned and will be maintained by Hopewell
Township. The dog park will feature separate unleased areas for large and small dogs as
well as a leashed area with access to the creek. There will be seating, a message board,
agility equipment, shade and parking.
It will take a minimum of $42,000 to build the dog park. There are currently $7,000 in the
bank, plus another $5,500 in solid financial commitments. With the help of the community
there have been several fundraisers with more planned. On May 12th, with the help of
volunteers, there will be a Petapalooza event at the Sam’s Club in North Fayette. There will
be vendors, pet contests, silent and basket auctions and more.
If you would like to personally help support the park, make your check payable to
“Boy Scout Troop 486” and send it and the completed form
c/o Chandler’s Eagle Scout Project, 1036 Lexington Drive, Aliquippa, PA 15001
--------------------------------------------------------------NAME_____________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________
PHONE____________________________________________________
EMAIL_____________________________________________

DONATION AMOUNT $__________________________
All donations will go directly to the Dog Park project in Hopewell Township. The Boy Scouts
of America require that any extra funds raised be turned over to Hopewell Twp., which will be
used to help maintain the dog park.
“Like” Chandler’s Facebook page for the dog park:
fb.com/HopewellDogPark and receive updates on the progress of
the park.
For questions, contact Chandler at hopewelldogpark@yahoo.com
or by phone at 412.328.4761
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SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS APRIL
Motion to approve Consent Agenda (includes March 2018 session
minutes, March Deacon minutes, Pastor’s report, Treasurer’s report, Worship
report) Approved
Approved church use requests:
 Margaret Ross Elementary PTA pancake breakfast, 10/6/18, 6 am-1 pm, fellowship hall. Gina Arzberger
contact person
 August 11th Marian Douglass 90th Birthday party










Motion to allow Girl Scout Troop 10165 to meet at the church beginning September 2018 Approved
Vacation Request-Judi Halavanja, 6/28-7/5/2018, vacation, Dorothy Elko sub; Approved
Narcotics Anonymous request for space-tabled for prayer and discussion until May 2018 meeting
Hopewell Dog Park sponsorship request-Chandler Dameron Eagle Scout Project
*Motion not to sponsor approved, but will publicize in church and through church community
Budget report-church committee change. Motion to reimburse expenses from PC(USA) mission coworker Dennis Smith visit in Feb 2018 from Mission and Evangelism committee budget line item rather
than Mission offerings Approved
Motion to allow Christian Ed committee to update rooms 16 and 17 to be used for Cherub Church,
a Christian children’s book library and learning room, and other educational uses Approved.
Motion to donate church bus to Church in the Round Approved
Discussion of security of church-tabled for future meeting.

APRIL 2018 DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Correspondence: Deacons mailed out 35 cards in March.
After Church Fellowship: There will be an After Church Ice Cream Social conducted by the Fellowship Committee on May 20th. Please plan on attending this sweet get-together!
Friendship Group: Wednesday, May 23rd will be lunch at Cracker Barrel in Cranberry, followed by
a visit to Soergel Orchards.
Extra Care List
Deacons delivered banana bread to some nearby church members for Easter. Pastor Nick will be
visiting with communion the first week of May, so if you would like to receive communion, please
call Judi in the church office.
Little Free Pantry
Copies of a pamphlet listing full-service food pantries and other available assistance in our area
have been put inside our Little Free Pantry so those in need can have more information. Many
thanks to our church members who continue to donate supplies for our pantry.
Backpack Program
The Elks received a grant to be used to buy non-perishables for our backpack program.
Deacons look forward to working on this program in the future with volunteers from the Elks.
Other Deacon Business
Deacons approved a gift card for a community member who is a mother of five and has MRSA.
Deacons will be helping at the Church Clean-Up Day on May 12th.
Deacon Greeters
Deacon Greeters for May are Cherryl Lachowicz and Rich Palmer.
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Quilter, 91, gives away most of her
handwork
Willa Kocher, 91, has been sewing and quilting since she was a child. She
doesn’t use patterns, choosing instead to lay out patches on her bed, design the
pattern, pin pieces together and hand-stitch the quilt.
Willa, formerly of Hopewell Township, quilts in her room at Blair Personal
Care Homes in North Sewickley Township. She has arthritis, but it doesn’t slow
her down, said daughter Barbara McDaniel of North Sewickley Township. Willa
has made at least 100 quilts in the nearly three years she’s been at Blair Personal Care.
The clients who attend the C.A.R.E.S. of Western PA day

program for adults with intellectual disabilities are collecting
travel-sized personal care hygiene items (soap, shampoo,
etc.) to be put into care packages for our service men and
women through the Yellow Ribbon Girls organization. There
are marked collection boxes in the narthex, church office
and by the side door of the education wing.
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LITTLE FREE PANTRY
The Little Free Pantry continues to be a
blessing to the community. Donations of
healthy snack items and non-perishable
quick to fix foods, as well as personal
hygiene items are always greatly
appreciated.
Copies of a pamphlet listing full-service
food pantries and other available assistance in our area have been put inside
our Little Free Pantry so those in need
can have more information. Many thanks
to our church members who continue to
donate supplies for our pantry.

UPDATED WAYS TO SUPPORT OHIO UP
CHURCH FINANCIALLY
Visit the church website at
www.ohiopresbyterian.org

JOIN OUR TEAM!
We are once again doing a
Relay for Life team.
The relay is June 16
At Brady’s Run Park.
If you have any questions
please see Nick Barth or email
him at nickbarth99@gmail.com

1. Click on the “Give Now Here” button in the
announcement about online giving. You will
be taken to the website to create your giving
account.
2. You can also click on the Online giving link
under the church information part of the home
page.
3. Scan in the QR code with your cell phone.

You will be taken to the website to create your
giving account.
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A MOTHER’S BEATITUDES
Blessed is the mother who understands her child,
for she shall inherit a kingdom of memories.
Blessed is the mother who knows how to comfort,
for she shall possess a child’s devotion.
Blessed is the mother who guides by the path of
righteousness, for she shall be proud of
her off-spring.
Blessed is the mother who is never shocked,
for she shall receive confidences.
Blessed is the mother who teaches respect,
for she shall be respected.
Blessed is the mother who emphasizes the good
and minimizes the bad, for in a like manner the child
shall make evaluations.
Blessed is the mother who treats her child as she
would be treated, for her home shall be filled
with happiness.
Blessed is the mother who answers simply the
startling questions, for she shall always
be trusted.
Blessed is the mother who has character strong
enough to withstand the thoughtless remarks
and resentments of the growing child, for
again, in due time, she shall be honored.

Hosted by CARES of Western PA

Submitted by Shirley Fluharty

Ohio UP Church location

LET’S PLAY
SOME BINGO!
2nd Wednesday of the month
Starting May 9th
1:00-2:30 pm

Come join us for a fun afternoon
playing BINGO with the CARES day
program staff & clients .
This is a free event and all
are welcome!
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6

Sun

13
Mother’s Day

20
Day of Pentecost

27
Trinity Sunday

Mon

Wed

16

30

31

Choir 7:00 p

24

Choir 7:00 p

17

10
Choir 7:00 p

Choir 7:00 p

3
National Day of Prayer

Thu

18

11

4

26

19

12
Church Work Day
9:00 a-?

5

Sat

25

Fri

May 2018
Tue
1
Women’s Assoc. 6:30 p

2
Family Spring Dinner
6:00 p

7

8
Deacons 6:30 p
Session 7:00 p

9
Ruth Circle

14

15
PneuMatrix 6:00 p

CARES Bingo 1:00 p

21

29

Beaver-Butler Presby
Mtg. 6:00 p New
Sewickley, Rochester

22
23
Ohio UP serving Manna
5:30 p

28
Memorial Day

10

