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Aging: Eventually you will reach a point when you will
stop lying about your age and start bragging about it.
The older we get, the fewer things seem worth waiting
in line for.

A Word from Pastor Nick
Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ. I hope
this Lamplighter finds you well and I hope you are enjoying the
spring. I always get excited for spring because it means winter is
over—for the most part—and I get to begin working in the garden.
Compost gets worked into the soil. Cold tolerant veggies such as
lettuce, radishes, beets, carrots and such go in. The garlic that was
put in last fall is really beginning to grow. New life is rapidly growing and soon I will be harvesting tasty veggies to eat. I love watching the sprouted seeds pop up out of the ground, unfurling their
cotyledons to reveal the plant’s first leaves. It is such a miraculous
thing to witness new life growing up.
It is also a joy to see new life flourishing in the church as
well. But this is not the time to sit back. There is still much to do to
ensure that these new seeds survive and bear fruit. There are still
cold nights ahead that these seedlings must be protected from.
There are still weeds which are competing for the same limited
nutrients; competing for the best position to receive the most
sunlight. There are also diseases and pests which consume the
tender plants as well. As the seedlings grow and mature they
become more resilient, more able to withstand cold, drought, heat,
pests, disease. The goal of any gardener is to help their plants
mature and bear good fruit. Jesus teaches us in John chapter 15
that Jesus is the vine and God the Father is the vine-dresser, the
gardener. All branches, all seeds which are attached to Him will
grow, mature and bear fruit. But all who don’t abide in him will be
pruned and be removed from the presence of God for all eternity.
My hope as we enter into new life in Christ and as others enter into
this life as well, is to see us mature, to see us abide more and more
in Jesus Christ. My hope is that Ohio UP Church provides a greenhouse-like environment for this new life to grow and mature so it
can bear fruit, which gives glory to God.
Over the next month and a half we will be looking at the
second half of Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus. This text will
help us explore what it means to mature as disciples of Jesus. My
hope is that it challenges us to take tangible steps in our own lives
to grow in maturity, so we can give glory to God. I am excited to
see where God’s Spirit is leading us and challenging us and I am
glad we are all in this journey together.
Grace and peace,
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ALIQUIPPA IMPACT IS ROOTED IN WHO CHRIST IS-DANNY MURPHY
“I think the value lies in that Christ is exalted most. The community of the team I work with
comes with the same set of values, so the thoughts, teamwork, and goals are all seamless
because Aliquippa Impact is rooted in who Christ is, and what we want to accomplish. I love
the fact that I can learn, grow, toil, and make a difference on a team.” These are the words of
Asset Coordinator, Danny Murphy, as he shares what he values most working with Aliquippa Impact.
Danny first heard about Aliquippa Impact through his wife, Erin, who worked at the summer day camp program in 2006 and 2007. Since then Danny and Erin have served at a Christian international boarding school
in South Korea as dorm parents, soccer coach, and school/dorm nursing. They moved back to this area in
2013 and have become reconnected to the community.
In his role of Asset Coordinator, Danny oversees the school-based mentoring program at Aliquippa Elementary School where he encourages and develops the mentor/mentee relationships and builds relationships in
the school. He also has a cohort group of about eight youth that he leads, along with his wife Erin, during the
afterschool program. In addition, he is in charge of the Summer Day Camp program, which includes recruiting, training, and developing the summer interns and the program to the children as a whole.
Danny supports AI because he finds it to be very relational and fosters tangible hope. “I believe in the mission statement (Our mission is to foster tangible hope to youth in toxic environments by building relational
bridges and developmental assets) because it doesn’t just stop at the gospel. All the things we do, tangible,
after school, cohort, kids can touch it, know it, feel it,” he states.
Danny has seen firsthand the growth from Aliquippa Impact’s ministry. He recalls an instance with one of the
kids in his cohort at the after school program when he was starting to build a relationship with him. Danny
was drawing the child’s name, and then instead of doing it for him, he sat with him. He reflects, “At the next
meeting, I saw his notebook. He had drawn my name the same as I was trying to teach him in the meeting
before. I thought I wasn’t connecting, but God showed me that He is working and establishing these relationships.” He also says, “As a whole, it takes courage for all of our kids to live in the environment they do and
take steps of faith, whether they know it or not. AI gives them the opportunity to do that and gives us an
opportunity to see that.”
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SEEING THINGS DIFFERENTLY
“We must become less so we can be filled with something greater” says Connie Harmotto,
referencing John 3:30. Connie is thinking of her experience as a mentor with Aliquippa Impact. She began school-based mentoring in 2012 and then transitioned to one-on-one mentoring in 2013.
Connie spends time with her mentee once a week. She says, “(my husband and I) have an
opportunity to be friends with her. My husband looks forward to her visits and they shoot
basketball in the driveway while I’m finishing dinner. We do simple things together-making
dinner, taking the dog for a walk. I don’t expect anything and neither does she. Sometimes
we just sit together and don’t say anything. We’re comfortable with each other.”
The relationship has impacted both mentee and mentor. Both have gained a friend and both have grown in their
faith. According to Connie, their relationship has introduced her mentee to a Christian lifestyle. But not only is her
mentee’s faith becoming stronger, so is Connie’s. She says, “having a relationship with this little girl has been a
blessing to me. It totally takes the focus off myself and allows me to focus on someone else. Learning about a different culture and generation has taught me a lot. It has made me look at things a lot differently in life and in my
Christian walk.”
Connie was skeptical of Aliquippa before becoming a mentor. She says, “What I imagined before becoming involved in Aliquippa was that there were broken families and homes because inside the families they didn’t care
about each other. I imagined that they were in control of their situation completely and that they should be able to
go find work and get themselves out of the situation they are in. What I found and what God opened my eyes to
after I started mentoring was that the moms love their children and they want opportunities for their kids, but they are
limited. That is where Aliquippa Impact comes in providing those opportunities for their kids with the mentoring and
with the cohorts.”
Connie sees the hope that all who work with AI bring to families. She says not every child is born into a situation
with plentiful opportunities for growth. When kids are provided with such opportunities, they respond enthusiastically. She recalls, “ I remember kids stopping by the mentoring room at the elementary school asking if they got a
mentor yet. They are excited, they want friendships and people caring for them.”
Serving as a mentor has changed the way Connie sees the city of Aliquippa and given her an opportunity to share
God’s love. Connie says, “I am thankful that AI gives me an opportunity to serve from my heart.”

Please join us as we experiment with
fun and excitement at SonSpark Labs!
Join us Monday through Friday, June 8-12
From 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM for Bible stories, activities, games, crafts and snacks galore!

Call 724-378-3690 to find out more.
Register online at www.ohiopresbyterian.org in the
Info Center tab.

Come Discover How God’s Plan 4 U = Jesus
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Sale
Of
Sales

SALE OF SALES RUMMAGE SALE & BAKE SALE
SATURDAY, MAY 30 from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Bring your donations to the church Tuesday 5/26—Thursday 5/28
10 AM—1 PM & 6 PM—8 PM
The Boy Scouts will be here on Wednesday evening to help unload your donations
NO DONATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED ON FRIDAY!
ITEMS ACCEPTED: New or gently worn clothes, household items, sporting goods,
furniture, books
ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED: VHS movie tapes, TVs, large appliances, desks, computers, shoes,
mattresses/box springs, National Geographic, magazines, encyclopedias.
If you have larger items you need picked up, call Eleanor Pike (724) 601-4007,
Jen Davis (724) 375-8579, or call the church office.

SALE OF SALES VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!!
Help is needed again to make this sale a success. Please sign up to help with sorting, set up
and day of sale times and also if you can bake something for the Bake Sale.
5/26
5/27
5/28
5/29
5/30

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday Set Up
Saturday-SOS!

10 am-1 pm_____
6 pm-8 pm_____
10 am-1 pm_____
6 pm-8 pm_____
10 am-1 pm_____
6 pm-8 pm_____
6 pm-8 pm_____
8 am-1 pm (work the sale) _____
1 pm-? (clean up)_____
—————————————————————————————————————I will donate the following for the bake sale:_______________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Name_________________________________Phone________________________________
Email_______________________________________________
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The Power of Music
Did you know that good music is a blessing from God?
Perhaps you are wondering what good music is. To answer this question, we need to understand the
effect music has on our minds and bodies. It is a scientific fact that music directly affects us in many
ways. There is a mysterious power in music.
Music can briefly change the heartbeat or the blood pressure, and it even affects the digestive system.
It can increase the strength of muscles. If certain moods or feelings are present, good or bad music
can give them strength. Music is an important influence in our lives, and its mysterious power can be
put to good use or evil use.
Music can amuse, control moods, cause the clapping of hands or the tapping of feet, bring tears to
the eyes, or arouse anger in the soul. It can debauch or delight, kill or cure, bring darkness or light.
The early Christians realized this power, for they sang at their love feasts, and Christ sang with them
at the last supper. Since music has this potential power, it becomes our responsibility to harness it for
effective Christian expression.
Music is often called a universal language. Think of how much
poorer we would be without it. Think of how it has enriched our
lives, our understanding, our worship. Think of the beauty it has
added to our world.
Music holds an important place in our lives from the cradle to the
grave. Music plays one of its most important roles in the spiritual
aspect of our lives. As Henry Wadsworth Longfellow said, “Music
is the language spoken by angels.”
If music is important to us while we are living, it is equally important to us at death. Thus it is not unusual for people to select songs for their own funerals. Some pick songs that will bring comfort to their
bereaved families. Others choose hymns of personal testimony—declarations of their love for Christ
or their faith in God’s promise of eternal life.
Since music plays such an important part of our lives here on earth, music lovers are filled with joy to
learn there is music in heaven. Charles W. Landon said, “Music is God’s gift to man. It is the only art
of heaven given to earth, the only art of earth we take to heaven.” Leigh Hunt: said, “Music is the
medicine of the breaking heart, Martin Luther said, “Music is the art of the prophets, the only art that
can calm the agitations of the soul; it is one of the most magnificent and delightful presents God has
given us.”
Yes, just as music highlights every great event on earth, it will someday highlight the momentous
events of our heavenly existence. For example, in the book of Revelation the apostle John not only
described the scene with a beautiful heavenly choir, he also told us the words they sang: “Then I
looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand
times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice
they sang: ‘Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and praise!’
“Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that
is in them, singing: ‘To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and
power, for ever and ever!’” (Revelation 5: 11-13.NIV).
Does music arouse your emotions? Does it set your foot a tapping and make chills run up and down
your spine? If so, then this heavenly song is one you will positively enjoy to the fullest. Once you’ve
heard it, you will want to join the angelic choir in singing it. So why not begin practicing now?
Singcerely,
Shirley Fluharty
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APRIL 2015 DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Treasurer’s Report: Balance as of 3/31/15: $3,499.09
Correspondence: 24 cards were sent out.
Lunch Bunch – TUESDAY, May 5th, Noon, at the church
Menu: It’s a Cinco de Mayo celebration! Enchiladas, chips/salsa, margheritas, dessert
Activity: We’ll play a game!
Friendship Group – Wednesday, May 27th a bus trip to garden center.
After Church Fellowship – last Sunday of the month. These have been well-attended.
Note: There will be no After Church Fellowship in May.
Old Business: April gift cards were sent out early because Easter was early in the month.
Homebound members loved their soup delivery!

LIFT UPDATE
Boy, oh boy, how time can slip away from us. A member
of the property committee commented to me the other
day that the congregation has not heard any word regarding how the lift project is going. I apologize for this and I
hope to change the silence in the future. So here goes…
The lift project is continuing, albeit, invisibly. Currently
the architect (Dan Franus of Franus Architectural Assoc.)
is finishing the architectural drawings of the church.
These plans are needed in order to apply for a building
permit in Hopewell Township. Once the building permit
is filed we can apply for an L&I permit. At this point we
will alert the contractor and lift supplier and schedule the
physical work to begin. Down payments have been made
for the contractor and the lift supplier/installer and everything is waiting on the architectural drawings. So that
is the news regarding the lift. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact the church office and we will
respond to them.
-Pastor Nick

7

News from one of our supported missionaries...
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE?
By Ella Mae Spieker
Spring is finally here! We are looking forward to Spring flowers and summer temperatures. The Lord is
GOOD no matter what we receive.
These are the answers to April’s Quiz.
1. The heavens 2. John 3. Wisdom 4. The Shepherds 5. Song of Solomon 6. The throne 7. Lazarus
8. Isaiah 9. Paul 10. Haggai’s 11. Isaiah 12. Rhoda
FOOD, FOOD, FOOD
____1) Who was famous as an eater of locusts? (Matt. 3:4)

A. Samson

____2) Who traded his bread and lentil stew for his brother’s birthright? (Gen. 25:29-34)

B. fatted calf

____3) What old man was deceived when his son dressed in goat skin gloves and

C. Almonds

presented him with a meal of cooked goat? (Gen. 27:14-18)
____4) What did Ezekiel’s edible scroll taste like in his mouth? (Ezekiel 3:3)

D. bat

____5) In what book of the Bible is Canaan first described as a land flowing with milk

E. Isaac

and honey? (Exodus 3:8)
____6) What prized animal was killed for food when the prodigal son returned home?

F. Manna

(Luke 15:23)
____7) In what country did the Hebrews feed on cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions,

G. Jesus

and garlic? (Numbers 11:5)
____8) When Jacob’s sons made a second trip to Egypt, what food did they bring

H. John the Bapt.

with them as a gift for Joseph? (Gen. 43:11)
____9) Who ate honey out of a lion’s carcass? (Judges 14:5-9)

I. Exodus

___10) What miraculous food resembled coriander seed? (Exodus 16:31)

J. Jacob

___11) Who cursed a fig tree for not bearing fruit? (Matt. 21:14)

K. Egypt

___12) What ominous winged creature is described as unclean in the Law?

L. Honey

(Leviticus 11:13-19)
A correction for the March Lamplighter-Question 3.
The scripture reference should have been Revelations 1:10 not Proverbs.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

ICE CREAM SOCIAL & FAMILY GAME NIGHT
I scream, you scream, we all scream for ice cream!
The 1st Annual Sundae Sunday will be held on Sunday,
5/17 at 6:00 pm. This is an event designed for the
whole family. In addition to ice cream, there will also
be fun games to play, so invite your friends and family!
If you have any questions, contact Sherri Murdoch or
Gina Arzberger.
COMMUNICYCLE “ON THE ROAD” EVENTS
Here’s the Communicycle “On the Road”
schedule for the upcoming weeks. If you’ve
not joined us for an “on the road” in the past,
please plan to. There’s absolutely no experience needed-just come ready to visit with the people in the neighborhoods. The
Aliquippa Fire Department shows up with their truck and the siren calls the children
and neighbors out. Just look for the crowd and fire truck to find us!
Thursday, 5/7 @ 6:00 pm-Main Street at the Aliquippa HS football stadium entrance
Thursday, 5/14 @ 6:00 pm-Plan 11 Extension/Davis St.
Thursday, 5/21 @ 6:00 pm-Highland Ave. and Plan 6
Thursday, 5/28 @ 6:00 pm-Griffith Heights
Saturday 5/30 & Sunday 5/31-times TBD, but expected to be early afternoon into the
evening-Aliquippa Community Days at Lefty Cepull field. We’ll set up a Communicycle booth as part of the festival. Come speak to the volunteers to learn more about
Communicycle and how you can get involved.

Look for new roses in the Rose
garden, thanks to Edith Wagner,
Lois Kearns and
Cherryl Lachowicz.
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A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children
while they were drawing. She would occasionally walk around to see
each child’s work. As she got to one little girl who was working
diligently, she asked what the drawing was.
The little girl replied, “I’m drawing God.”
The teacher paused and said, “But no one knows what God looks like.”
Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the girl
replied, “They will in a minute.”
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May 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5
Lunch Bunch
Women’s Assoc

6
Family Fellowship
Spring Fling @ 6:00
p

7
VBS Mtg.
National Day of
Prayer

8

9

10
Mother’s Day

11

12
Session 7 pm

13
Ruth Circle
Westminster Class
Christian Ed. 7:00

14
Rachel Circle

15

16

17
Last day of
Sunday school
Property Com.

18

19
Manna

20

21
Young Life Prayer
@ 1:00 p

22

23

24

25
Memorial Day

26
B-B Presbytery
Mtg. @ 6 pm
Deborah Circle

27
Friendship Group

28

29
Sale of Sales
Set Up 6-8 pm

30
SALE OF SALES
& BAKE SALE
9-1

31

S A L E

O F

S A L E S items drop off

June 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
Women’s Assoc.
Mtg.-present and
new members

3
Deacons @ 6:30

4

5

6

7

8

9 Session 7 pm

10

11

12

13

14

15

16
Dinner & Auction
of Goods and
Services 6:00 pm

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24
Friendship Grp.

25

26

27

28

29

30

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 9:00 AM TO 12:30 PM
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