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You may have noticed that I have mentioned
Jesus’ first sermon somewhat regularly in my sermons the past few months. It is the one found in
Mark 1:14 – 15—now after John was arrested, Jesus
came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” If you
have not noticed, I need to do a better job of saying it.
The reason I am constantly referring back to these
verses is because Mark spends the rest of his gospel
account trying to tell us the gospel (or Good News) of
God, and trying to show us what the Kingdom of God
looks like. In fact, the Kingdom of God is one of the
major themes found in Mark’s Gospel. Jesus does
not always give explicit teaching about the Kingdom
of God. Rather, he teaches by showing us what the
Kingdom of God looks like—in short, Jesus teaches
about the Kingdom of God in word and deed.
You may be asking right about now, “but what
does the Kingdom look like?” Over the weekend I
talked about Jesus’ parables in Mark 4:21-34. I
encourage you to read this passage right now. Jesus
uses two agricultural metaphors to explain what the
Kingdom is like. In particular, he proclaims that God
is the one who makes the Kingdom grow—we do not
cause it to grow, just like we do not cause a seed to
grow. He also says the Kingdom starts from a small
seed—a mustard seed—and grows into a large bush,
large enough for birds to make nests. This month I
want to stop and focus on the mustard seed. I want
to focus on the mustard seed because I believe it
speaks powerfully into our lives as Christians. Additionally, I believe it also helps us see what it looks like
to live in God’s Kingdom as His people.
Jesus tells us in Mark 12:28 – 34 that the
greatest commandment is to love God with all your
heart, soul, mind and strength and to love your neighbor as yourself. If we strive to do this we are not far
from the Kingdom of God. But if you are anything like
me, sometimes I think that loving my neighbor as myself has to be a grand action. Something like making
a large donation to support a local ministry; or buying
a well in Africa; or serving in a soup kitchen every
day. But the mustard seed teaches me that quite
often the small, seemingly insignificant things, are
more loving to my neighbor. Quite often it is the
small, seemingly insignificant act that is much more
needed and appreciated. It is in these small, mustard

seed-sized acts of love
that the Kingdom is built.
God uses these mustard
seed acts of love to build His Kingdom. These mustard seed acts of love have disproportionately large
impacts on the lives of our neighbors, our neighborhood and God’s Kingdom.
But what are some mustard seed acts of love
I can do? I am glad you asked. The following are
suggestions—they are not mandatory or required and
they may not resonate with you. Perhaps they will
serve as inspiration for your own creative mustard
seed act of love. In July, we will be partnering with
Mt. Carmel to do projects in and around Aliquippa
during Kingdom Week. This will be July 14 – 18. In
short, this will be like a local mission trip. We will be
having a presentation about it on Sunday, May 11
during and after Sunday worship, so stay tuned.
Another option is to participate in the Choices Pregnancy Center baby bottle campaign from Mother’s
Day to Father’s Day. There was information in
Sunday’s bulletin about this and there will be more
leading up to Mother’s Day. The church is also
serving at Manna this month—on Tuesday, May 20.
You could volunteer to help make a meal or make a
sheet cake (we will need 8 or 9 sheet cakes—there is
more info in the Lamplighter). Perhaps you want to
volunteer at the Communicycle Bike Shop on Franklin
Avenue in Aliquippa one Saturday a month. No bike
repair skills are necessary, just a willingness to help,
listen to and love on local kids. Perhaps you would
like to be a mentor with Aliquippa Impact. Perhaps
you simply want to know your physical next-door
neighbors better—have them over for a bar-b-que or
for dinner. Perhaps you could help an elderly neighbor with lawn care, or simply stop by and chat with
them. Perhaps you will make it a point to say hello to
the people you pass on the street on your daily walks.
Many of these things are small and seemingly insignificant, but Jesus teaches us that it is these mustard
seed sized acts of love that characterize the Kingdom
and its people. In doing them and making them part
of our character we participate with God in His
Kingdom mission.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Nick
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Music always had a unique way of
stirring strong feelings of patriotism. Of our
several fine national hymns, this particular
hymn has been unrivaled for inspiring these
noble responses. The words for this hymn
first appeared in the February 1862 issue of
The Atlantic Monthly magazine and were
published as the Civil War battle song of the
Republic. The author, Julia Ward Howe,
received the grand total of five dollars for
her literary efforts. Mrs. Howe and her
doctor husband had recently moved from
Boston to Washington D.C., where he was
involved in medical service for the government. Julia became deeply anguished as
she noted the growing angry mood of the
nation and its frenzied preparations for the
tragic war between the northern and southern states. Day after day Mrs. Howe
watched the troops go by as they marched
off to war and heard them singing the
strains of “John Brown’s Body”-named for a
self-styled abolitionist who was hanged for
his efforts to have the slaves freed.
One day, while witnessing a
parade of soldiers singing this catchy tune,
a visiting friend and her former pastor, the
Rev. James Freeman Clarke of Boston,
turned to Mrs. Howe and said, “Why don’t
you write some decent words for that tune?”
“I will”, answered Mrs. Howe, and the words
came to her that same evening. She has
left the following account: “I awoke in the
grey of the morning, and as I lay waiting for
dawn, the long lines of the desired poem
began to entwine themselves in my mind,
and I said to myself, ‘I must get up and write
these verses, lest I fall asleep and forget
them!’ So I sprang out of bed and in the
dimness found an old stump of a pen, which
I remembered using the day before. I
scrawled the verses almost without looking
at the paper.”
Soon the entire nation was united
in singing, “Mine eyes have seen the glory

Author-Julia Ward Howe
Music-American Melody
“Battle Hymn of the Republic
“Some trust in chariots, and some in
horses; but we will remember the name
of the Lord our God.“
Psalm 20:7

always maintained her belief in the presence of a personal God and His over-ruling
power and truth in controlling the affairs of
mankind. In addition to her role as a leader
in the Woman’s Suffrage Movement in this
country, she organized in 1870 an international crusade for all women of the world to
unite for the purpose of ending war for all
time. In 1910, just twelve days before her
death, she was awarded an honorary
Doctor of Law Degree from Smith College
for her life-long accomplishments.
Although this Civil War hymn gave
Mrs. Howe her first national acclaim, she
was also known for other publications,
including three volumes of poetry-Passion
Flowers, 1854; Words of the Hour, 1856;
and Later Lyrics, 1866. This remarkable
woman was also the mother of four children,
all of whom became eminently successful in
fields of science and literature. Mrs. Howe
continued her active life in causes of human
betterment until her death in Newport,
Rhode Island, on October 17, 1910, at the
age of ninety-one.
It is recorded that this hymn was
sung at a large patriotic rally attended by
President Lincoln. After the singer had
finished, the audience responded with
tumultuous applause. The President, with
tears in his eyes, cried out, “Sing it again”,
and it was sung again. It soon became
accepted as one of our finest national
hymns, finding its way into almost every
American hymnal. Its original purpose of
serving as a battle song for the Northern
Republic during the Civil War was soon
forgotten.

of the coming of the Lord….” rather than the
many derisive phrases coined about “John
Brown’s Body”. Julia Ward Howe’s text,
written in response to a challenge to make
better words for an existing Southern American camp meeting tune, was destined for
immortality.
Julia Ward Howe was born on May
27, 1819, in New York City, into a wealthy
family that had a distinguished lineage on
both sides. Her ancestors were famous
leaders in Revolutionary history. She was
raised in a conservative, Episcopalian
home, with a father who was an ardent Calvinist in his beliefs. Julia rebelled against
these doctrines, however, and increasingly
became very liberal in her religious convictions. In 1848 she married the well-known
humanitarian, Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe,
who was twenty years her senior. In his
younger days he had fought in the Greek
War of Independence and had written the
book, Historical Sketches of the Greek
Revolution. Later he served as the director
of the Perkins Institute for the blind in Boston, Massachusetts. After marriage Mrs.
Howe became even more involved in her
humanitarian pursuits. She was especially
vehement in her opposition to slavery. She
joined the Radical Club, studied modern
philosophies and became a member of the
Unitarian Church, often filling the pulpits for
these churches. She stated her religious
convictions vigorously, “Nothing of what I
-submitted by Shirley Fluharty
have heard or read has shaken my faith in
the leadership of Christ in a religion which
makes each man the brother of all, and God
the beneficient Father of each and all.”
Even as a liberal thinker, however, she
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Anniversaries

Birthdays
3
5
8
9
10
15

Roger Nolte
Nancy Shade
Shelley Summy
Jack Nan
Bryan Magee
Dolly Kerlin

21
22
24
26
30
31

Jeff Barth
Wendi Rybicki
Ed Lawson
Joshua Hribar
Ava DiCicco
Patrick Smith

3 Ken & Lois Kearns
7 Jack & Rita Bruce
11 Ber & Lynn Smith
Alan & Diane Byers
23 Jeremy & Julie McWithey
24 Ed & Marge Cunningham
29 Paul & Karin Magee
30 Jerry & Carol Stuck
*If your birthday or
anniversary is this month and I
did not list it, please
contact the church office to
have it added to my list.

HYMNS FOR PROFESSIONALS
The Dentist’s Hymn
Crown Him With Many Crowns
The Weatherman’s Hymn
There Shall be Showers of Blessing
The Contractor’s Hymn
The Church’s One Foundation
The Tailor’s Hymn
Holy, Holy, Holy
The Golfer’s Hymn
There’s a Green Hill Far Away
The Politician’s Hymn
Standing on the Promises
The Optometrist’s Hymn
Open My Eyes That I Might See
The IRS Agent’s Hymn
I Surrender All
The Gossip’s Hymn
Pass It On
The Electrician’s Hymn
Send the Light
The Shopper’s Hymn
Sweet By and By
Now, for those who speed on the highway-a few hymns for you:
At 45 mph
God Will Take Care of You
At 55 mph
Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
At 65 mph
Nearer My God to Thee
At 75 mph
Nearer Still Nearer
At 85 mph
This World Is Not My Home
At 95 mph
Lord, I’m Coming Home
And over 100 mph
Precious Memories
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Opportunites to Join Together
With Our Community
to Build the Kingdom
Kingdom Week: July 14-18, 2014
We will be partnering with Mt. Carmel Church this year to do projects in and around the Aliquippa
community for this “local mission trip”. This is open to both high school students and adults of all
ages and abilities-there are service opportunities for everyone-from helping with simple home renovations, to bringing refreshments to the workers, to praying for the neighborhoods you are in. You
can sign up for the whole week or a portion of the week.
Help your neighbor and change your own life, too! More information about specific tasks and a
Kingdom Week schedule will be included in future bulletins and newsletters.

Manna: May 20th
Ohio UP will be in charge of providing the meal at Manna on Tuesday, May 20th.
Volunteers to help prepare and serve the meal are always needed. We are also in need of 8-9 sheet
cakes, so this is another way to help. You can speak with Sallie Alviani if you would like to volunteer.

Communicyle-Aliquippa Bike Mission
We collect and repair bikes, and enable people who want a bike to earn it through volunteering in the
shop, their church or in the Aliquippa community. We also help people to repair bikes they bring in
at no cost. And while the bike work is important, the real purpose is the relationships that we build
with the people who we come in contact with through the bikes and the shop. The shop is located
at 329 Franklin Ave. in a great storefront location that is
being donated to the mission. We’ll be open on Saturdays from 9:30 am to Noon and will be opening
on Thursday nights from 6:30-8:30 pm soon. Please stop down and see how the shop is impacting the
lives of the youth of Aliquippa and how you can help.
No bike repair knowledge is necessary!

Choices Baby Bottle Campaign-Mother’s Day thru Father’s Day
We will be distributing baby bottles for you to take home and fill up with your loose change, cash or
checks soon. This money will be donated to Choices Pregnancy Services, where they help women
choose life for their unborn babies. The money collected will help Choices provide FREE pregnancy
testing, first trimester ultrasounds, education and information about abortion and life options,
counseling, material assistance, prenatal education, post abortion counseling, STD testing, and Real
Choices Abstinence education programs in local schools.
Your loose change really can change lives!
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Nicholas Barth. He is the Regional Winner for Beaver, Butler,
and Lawrence Counties and also won 1st place in Hopewell in the First Round of
the Mathematics Council of Western PA Algebra Competition he competed in on
April 5th. He travels to Derry, PA on May 1pth to compete in the Final Round of
the competition. He will be warded a plaque for being the Regional Winner
there, also. Great job, Nicholas. Good luck in the Finals!
Relay for Life-Karen’s Cancer Crusaders
Thank you to those who have donated or offered to help my Relay for Life Team,
Karen’s Cancer Crusaders. The Relay for Life of Hopewell will be held on
June 21-22 at Hopewell High School Tony Dorsett Stadium. We are still in great
need of walkers to take turns walking laps. Also needed are donations of baked
goods, craft items, and theme baskets for our bake/craft sale and Chinese
auction. Contact Karen Barth at 724-375-6537 if you are interested in helping in
any way.
Family Fellowship Spring Fling Dinner
Join your church family on Wednesday, May 7th at 6:00 pm for a time of fun and
fellowship while you enjoy a delicious dinner of ham balls, scalloped potatoes,
veggies, salad, cake and beverages. After dinner, stay for a slide presentation
on the history of Aliquippa. This dinner is open to all ages! Sign up by calling
the church office by May 4th. Please include the names of all attending so that
name tags may be made.
Lunch Bunch
Lunch Bunch will meet on Tuesday, May 6th at Noon. Anyone 50 or older is
welcome to attend. The menu this month will be hot dogs, baked beans, linguini
salad and strawberry pie. After lunch we will be making a spring craft and playing Corn Hole. You can sign up with the bulletin insert or by calling the church
office by May 4th.
Ringers for Hand Bell Choir Needed!
Shirley is in need of more ringers for the Gospbells hand bell choir. If you are
interested, please speak with Shirley Fluharty. No experience is needed but the
ability to read music is very helpful.
Special Music Needed for the Summer!
The choir will be taking a much-needed break this summer so we are in need of
musicians and vocalists to provide the special music during the summer. If you
are interested, please speak with Jeff or Jen Davis as soon as possible.
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Spotlight on:
Young Life

Aliquippa Impact
A.M.P. (Aliquippa
Mission Programs)
Campus Crusade for
Christ InternationalPacific Islands
Christians United in
Beaver County
Church ArmyAliquippa/Uncommon
Grounds Café










Manna
Meals on Wheels
M.H.Y. Family Services
McCormack Foundation
Presbyterian Frontier
Fellowship
Salvation Army
Wycliffe Bible
Translators
Young Life

To find out more, visit their website at younglife.org
Dear friend,

certificate of gratitude, signed by all the employees. The hotel staff had been deeply influenced.
There are moments in our lives where the veil
That’s what happens to those who stand on the
between heaven and earth seems almost transedges of a thin place. They are never the same
parent. Moments when it is wonderfully hard to
again.
separate the temporal from the eternal. Ancient
Thank you for supporting Young Life. Thanks to
Celtics called the physical location at those mofriends like you, this mission continues sto grow.
ments “a thin place”. Last month a hotel lobby in
Amazing men and women continue to lay their
Florida became a thin place for more than 500
lives down for the sake of Jesus Christ and kids.
staff associates in Young Life.
And the veil between heaven and earth grows
The staff associates (and a few rookie area direcmore and more transparent. May countless kids
tors) had gathered in St. Augustine for the second
across this country and around the world get a
-largest training school in our history. The
glimpse of heaven this year through Young Life.
“students” had spent eight to 10 hours each day
May they get a glimpse of Jesus. Thank you for
sitting under some of the best seminary professors
helping to make these glimpses possible with your
and Young Life senior leaders to gather in one losupport.
cation. And by the end of the week, they were
In Christ,
ready for a party. But it was unlike any party you
might find on a university campus at the end of
Denny Rydberg
finals.
President of Young Life
It started with a planned worship service and
communion in a conference room, and then
spilled out into the expansive hotel lobby with a
night of singing and celebrating that lasted for
more than two hours. There were no other guests
in the hotel that week, but the hotel staff and employees were astounded by what they saw. They
couldn’t believe a group of adults could experience so much freedom and joy-especially with no
alcohol involved. The next day the hotel staff presented the Young Life training team with a framed
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE?
By Ella Mae Spieker
Hi! Did you have a joyful Easter? I pray so. Did you take the time to remember what
Happen on that day to make it so special? “Christ Is Risen! He Is Risen Indeed!
Here are the answers to the April Lamplighter Quiz:
1. fish 2. Moses 3. Jesus 4. Lamb 5. Esau 6. Elijah 7. David 8. Lot 9. Ananias 10. Jonah
This month, try filling in the blanks. Scriptures provided if needed.
1. ________________ dropped a scarlet cord from her window to aid the Israelite spies. (Joshua 2:15-19)
2. ________________ made chains strung with pomegranates to decorate the temple. (II Chronicles 3:16)
3. ________________ put a chain of gold around Daniel’s neck. (Daniel 5:29)
4. ________________, the apostle, had his chains removed by an angel. (Acts 5:29)
5. ________________ put a gold chain around Joseph’s neck. (Gen. 41:42)
6. ________________ arrived in Rome bound by a chain. (Acts 28:20)
7. ________________, a hyperactive person, broke all the chains that had been used to bind him. (Mark 5:3-4)
8. ________________, a figure in the New Testament, is bound up for a thousand years by a chain. (Rev. 20:1-2)
9. ________________ wore an ephod with a golden chain in it. (Exodus 28:14)
10. ________________ people had golden chains around their camel’s necks. (Judges 8:26)
It’s been a year now of Bible Quiz and several of you have said you enjoy them. I’m really not that smart to be able
to make up all the questions. I get them from a book out of our Library called The Complete Book of Bible Trivia by
J. Stephen Lang. There are several books available that can be useful in learning about the Bible and how to apply
it in your life. Come look around our Library this week!
Have a Happy Spring.
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LADIES ! JOIN US FOR A
CELEBRATION OF LIFE SHOWER
A new beginning for the Ohio UP Church Family.
A new baby for the Marlatt Family.
Ladies: Come and celebrate this new life with us.
Guests of Honor? Kortney, Pastor Nick, soon to be Big Sister Maren
When? On Sunday, May 18th directly after worship we will be meeting
in the Fellowship Hall for a luncheon.
We will have prizes and surprises.
Your presence is a present and no other is required.
Also: please submit a returnable baby picture of yourself for a
game of Who’s Who. No harm will come of these photos.

Please put them in an envelope and return them to Chris Hurni.
For more information see: Kristen Nan, Ashley Smith,
Patti Strominger, Eleanor Pike, Brittany Smith, or
Gina Arzberger
R.S.V.P. to Chris Hurni (412) 414-9182 or (724) 375-0925
By MAY 4th so we know how many to expect.

Name____________________________________
Number attending______________

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL June 9-13, 2014
Sign ups have begun! You can register using
the easy online form on the church website.
Simply go to www.ohiopresbyterian.org and
click on the Info Center tab. You will find the
form there. Tell your family and friends, too. If
you do not have access to the internet, you can call the church office to
register your child/grandchild. Paper registration forms will be available soon
to fill out, also. VBS is held Monday thru Friday from 9:00 to 12:15.
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VBS Supplies Needed
VBS is weeks away and crafts are getting started. The following is a need list:
(65) plastic water bottles (20-oz size-clean please!)
(35) 1-inch thick household sponges
(90) 2-inch diameter canning lids
(60) 7-inch diameter rubber bands
Ocean or tropical print cotton fabric
(20) toilet paper rolls
(20) tea light candles
(20) Pringles potato chip cans
(30) Yard sticks
Aleen’s glue (small bottles)
Sandwich- sized zipper bags

SUPPLIES NEEDED BY
MAY 18TH AT THE LATEST!!!!!
SOONER WOULD BE BETTER!
If you do not feel like shopping or are unsure of what to get, cash donations are always welcome!
Tracy Pasquarelli

SALE OF SALES & BAKE SALE
Date: May 31st

Time: 9:00 am-1:00 pm

Items Accepted: new or gently worn clothes, household items, sporting
goods, furniture, books
Items NOT accepted: computers, National Geographic magazines, shoes,
large appliances, mattresses/box springs, TVs, encyclopedias.

SOS
2014

Drop off times: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday (5/27, 5/28, 5/29)
From 10:00 am-1:00 pm and 6:00 pm-8:00 pm
No items accepted on Friday! This is our final set up day.
If you have large items that need picked up at your home, please call the church to arrange pick up. Drivers and trucks will
need to be scheduled.
Questions? Want to volunteer to help set up or during the sale? Please call: Eleanor Pike 724-378-9788 or
Jennifer Davis 724-375-8579
Proceeds from this year’s sale will go toward the Building Fund.
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April 8, 2014 REGULAR STATED SESSION MEETING
Opening: Rev Nick Marlatt, Moderator, opened the meeting with prayer.
Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the March 11, 2014 RSSM were approved.
Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as presented.
Pastor’s Report: Session reviewed the Pastor’s report. Request to change days off from
Friday – Saturday to Saturday & Monday was approved.
Committee Reports:
Presbytery Commissioner: March meeting focused on two proposals. The first is a redevelopment of Trinity
Presbyterian Church in Butler. Calvin Presbyterian Church in Zelienople will be leading the redevelopment efforts and is
requesting $60,000 from restricted funds over the course of 2 years to facilitate this process. The other proposal was
from the Presbytery Meeting Task Force and is a suggested outline for presbytery meeting re-organization in order to
more fully seek Christ’s will in presbytery decision making.
Christian Education, Nominating, Personnel: No report.
Fellowship and Membership: The committee reported that Trinity Choir reception served about 55 people
after the concert. Upcoming events include:
May 7 – Women’s Association Family Fellowship Spring fling dinner @ 6pm.
May 31 – Sale of Sales
August 10 – Pirates/Padres baseball game
August 24 – All church picnic
Sept 23 to 27 – Pictures for new church directory.
Mission and Evangelism: The committee reported $1193.92 collected during special offering for Uncommon
Ground café in March. Upcoming events include:
May 11 – 2 or 3 representatives from Mt. Carmel will be sharing about Kingdom Week in Aliquippa,
no offering will be taken.
May 18 – Crystal Miller from Young Lives will have a Minute for Mission.
May 20 – Ohio UP serving at Manna.
Property & Vision: The committees are continuing to reflect on what building improvements would best serve
the church.
Stewardship and Budget: The committee presented an expenditures vs receipts report. No actions were taken
by Session.
Worship: The committee report was reviewed. Highlights of the report included:
The average attendance for March was 111.
Sample of congregational survey regarding Sunday worship times presented. Survey approved pending the
addition of a split worship time for summer and the rest of the year.
Unfinished Business: Continued discussion and revision of the Ohio UP mission statement.
Adjourn: Rev Marlatt adjourned the meeting with prayer.

APRIL 2014 HIGHLIGHTS
Treasurer’s Report: Balance $1,874.95 as of 3/31/2014
Lunch Bunch: Tuesday, May 6th.
Menu: hot dogs, baked beans, linguini salad, and strawberry pie
Friendship Group: Wednesday, April 23rd. Going to SPACE Gallery to
see “The Secret Life of Robots” exhibit, then to IHOP to eat.
Deacon Fellowship: April 27th-in honor of Jim and Vi Young.
Menu: Lasagna, bread, salad and ice cream
Missions and Evangelism Committee: April 27th Minute for Mission-Scott Branderhorst from Uncommon Grounds Café.
Property and Vision Committee: Six people visited Shannopin United Methodist Church in South
Heights to try out their lift. Shannopin believes the lift was a good decision and says it gets lots of
use.
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Skybacher Ministries Inc.
SPORTS. MINISTRY. FUN
Joy - Prayer - Thanks!
It's hard to believe the end of another school year is just around the bend. We have a had a
challenge all school year based on the scripture from 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. At the start of each
Pray & Play we would shout out the things that brought us joy throughout the day or week.
(Cookies, sunshine, days with no school etc.) In the middle of Pray & Play we always stop for prayer and devotion, and we close things out with people and things we are thankful for.

"Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this
is God's will for you in Christ Jesus." 1 Thes. 5:16-18 NIV
It has been awesome to see the different things that we've come up with all school year.
Much of it started out with helping with classes, and help our football team to win, to now just help
me to get through and make it to the next grade. The amazing thing is that we never had a week
where we couldn't complete one the following. There was always something we could think of that
brought us joy, we always had a need for something to be prayed for, and we could with a little
thought come up with something to be thankful for, even in the midst of a long bitter winter. So as
spring approaches, what brings you joy, what or who can you pray for, and what are you
thankful for?

PRAY & PLAY-SPORTS-MINISTRY-FUN!
Mondays 4:30—6:00 pm
All students in 5th—12th grade are welcome!
WWW.SKYBACHERMINISTRIES.ORG
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Celebrating Mom
In spring 2013, a young man named Aba Atlas
wanted to do something special for his birthday, so he gave his mom a present-and made
a video about the gift and its beloved recipient.
(Locate it on YouTube by searching for “iProjectAtlas, Dear Mother.”)
For years, Aba’s mother had worked long hours outside the home and
then cared for her kids each evening. She’d bought a house so her children would always have a place to call home, yet the mortgage caused
her great stress. Working at a $30,000/year position, Aba saved enough
money to pay off his mom’s mortgage and, on his birthday, presented her
with a check. According to a caption in the video, her response was
“Wow x 9000.” “I want to celebrate my life by celebrating the woman
who gave me life,” Aba says.
God Is Nigh*
The simple but powerful bugle melody “Taps” has been a standard component of U.S. military funerals since 1891. It’s also played during each of the 2,500 military wreath ceremonies conducted every year at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, including those held on Memorial Day. Many legends exist about the origin of “Taps”-both its melody and its lyrics.
The words below, by Horace Lorenzo Trim, make an appropriate bedtime prayer.
Day is done, gone the sun
From the lakes, from the hills, from the sky
All is well, safely rest
God is nigh.
Fading light dims sthe sight
And a star gems the sky, gleaming bright
From afar, drawing near
Falls the night.
Thanks and praise for our days
‘Neath the sun, ‘neath the stars, ‘neath the sky
As we go, this we know
God is nigh.
*Nigh is an old-fashioned word that can be used as an adjective or adverb to mean near or nearly.
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