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Memorial Day reflection
We who are left, how shall we look again
Happily on the sun or feel the rain
Without remembering how they who went
Ungrudgingly and spent
Their lives for us loved, too, the sun and rain?
-Wilfred Wilson Gibson
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This is the fourth in a series of articles on the Five Developmental Tasks
which a congregation faces during the interim time between installed pastors.
We’ve looked a little at the importance of “Coming to Terms with History” and
“Discovering a New Congregational Identity,” plus the necessity of “Facilitating
Shifts in Lay Leadership and Changes in Congregational Power Structures.” This
month I wish to touch upon the task of “Rethinking and Renewing Denominational
Linkages.”
It is a recognized fact that the majority of congregations drift away from
any sense of connection to their respective denominational affiliations over the
course of an installed pastor’s tenure. This is no less true for Presbyterians, than it is
for other traditions of the Christian Faith. There are many factors as to why and
how this happens, which I am not going to illicit now. But the fact is, this often
happens. The sad thing is this can then lead to a sense of cynicism and distrust,
especially if a crisis of some sort arises. A breakdown of relationships can also lead
to a sense of isolation, and a loss of valuable resources and ideas, as well as a loss
of friendships. As in any relationship, though, staying connected to members of
one’s own denomination does require effort and good, clear communication.
During the interim period between installed pastors, a congregation leans
heavily upon its denomination for help as it searches for a new pastor. And in
every interim I serve, I seek to have either the Executive Presbyter or the
Committee On Ministry liaison preach as often as possible in my stead whenever I
am away, for it is important for the members and officers of the congregation to
get to know these people. Hence, I have had Rev. Alan Adams, the E. P. of Beaver-Butler Presbytery, and Elder Eva Barr, who is not only your C. O. M. liaison but
also a trained Lay Pastor, preach several times.
In addition to getting to know some of the presbytery officials, a second
area of reconnecting to the denomination comes through reminding ourselves
about what it is to be “Presbyterian” – our history, tradition, values, mission, and
theological emphases. This is not to say we are in any way “better” than other
traditions of the Christian Faith. But let’s face it, each denomination has its own
vocabulary, polity structure, and ways of doing things. And even those of us who
have grown up in this denomination can be confused at times, let alone those
who have joined from a different faith tradition. And if you’re anything like me,
you prefer clear, straightforward organizational structures and terms that are
simple to understand. Alas, one of our greatest sins as Presbyterians is to
obfuscate via a profusion of acronyms, profundity and verbiage!
There is a third area regarding denominational linkages that goes beyond
the personal and the traditional, though, and that is the “crisis du jour.” We
Presbyterians are a contentious lot. I don’t know if it’s rooted in our original Scottish ancestry, the accumulated effects of generations of whiskey drinkers who love
a good fight, or just our general, ornery, unredeemed cussedness. But, we have
been prone to argue down through the years.
(cont. on page 3)

2

(Pastor’s article continued)
We’ve argued over methods of evangelism
(New School/Old School), slavery (split during the
Civil War and didn’t reunite until 1983 – talk about
holding a grudge!), communism/red scare/
innocent until proven guilty (dare I mention the
name, Angela Davis?), the ordination of women
(which happened in the mid 1970’s, led to the
creation of the Presbyterian Church of America,
and affected Ohio Church deeply), and now the
ordination of unrepentant, active homosexuals
(which led in the early 1980’s to the creation of the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church and most recently
to various movements within the PCUSA, such as
The Confessing Church Movement, which started at
Summit Church in Butler County, and the New
Wineskins Association, both of which have since
disbanded because their member congregations
moved to the EPC; and now the newest movement,
the Fellowship of Presbyterians). If misery loves
company, then we can assuage ourselves with the
fact that this turmoil is not unique to Presbyterians,
for the Methodists, Lutherans, and Episcopalians,
among others, all have dealt with or are in the
throes of dealing with the whole question of
homosexual behavior and church life.

of the Church still speak against it and call all sexual
activity outside of the bonds of marriage, which is
between a man and woman only, sinful. To add
insult to injury, the governing officers of the Board of
Pensions recently violated Scripture and the
Confessions by officially stating that starting January
1, 2013, they will provide health insurance and
pension benefits to same sex couples and that they
have no plans at present to provide for a relief of
conscience, like in the case of abortion, where a
congregation’s dues will not go towards paying for
such things that it finds to be unbiblical and
immoral. This act (do you mind if I add the words
“stupid” and “ill conceived” here?) has merely
increased the strain to an already hurting system
and has given new impetus for others to leave. I
liken this to shooting holes in the hull of a boat that is
already taking on water.

A fourth factor, in addition to the noticeable
number of churches leaving, the change of the
ordination standards, and the action of the Board
of Pensions, that makes ignoring denominational
theatrics nigh near impossible right now is the fact
that the General Assembly is meeting this year –
and right in our very own backyard of Pittsburgh at
Historically, I have always underplayed
the Convention Center from June 30th through July
denominational issues for the simple reason that
such matters can be an easy distraction from
7th. There is a call for volunteers to help host this
dealing with local issues. Many a pastor has
event, and if you are so inclined, I encourage you
deflected criticism by pointing to others and talking to do so. (Those who volunteer get a free pass to
about how bad “they” are. And a lot of emotional
the main events, otherwise, one must pay.)
energy has been expended jousting with
Personally, I plan to be in prayer – a lot of prayer –
theological and political windmills that otherwise
during the G. A. The more active parts of my
could have been better spent dealing with what
imagination waver between an Old Testament
ails the local church. However, things have gotten
to the point where it is increasingly difficult to ignore judgment scene of the tent-like structure of the
such things any longer. Five churches have left
convention center totally giving way, folding up,
Beaver-Butler Presbytery for the Evangelical
and collapsing into the Allegheny River versus a
Presbyterian Church already, with a half-dozen
New Testament Upper Room-type fresh outpouring
more considering doing the same – and this is a
of the Holy Spirit upon all those assembled, with lots
conservative presbytery that even issued a formal
of weeping and repenting going on and folks
rebuke to the last General Assembly! That is how
leaving with a renewed sense of mission and
tired of this fight many people have become –
they’d rather “head for the tall grass” and switch,
purpose. But, more realistically, I am afraid we will
than stand and fight any longer.
continue to muddle along and slowly implode. We
seem to be bent on self-destruction. I have vainly
The removal of the prohibition against sexual
sought to work with others to have a Solemn
immorality in the ordination standards is seen by
Assembly for prayer and repentance, but folks just
some as giving permission to ordain active
aren’t responding. I sometimes wonder if God is
homosexuals, whereas overt permission has never
judging us for our theological hubris and for robbing
been declared – for the Bible and the Confessions

3

(Pastor’s article concluded)
Him of His Glory through our self-reliance. I
know nothing is impossible with and for God,
and hope and pray that He will send forth His
Holy Spirit in a new wave of repentance and
renewal not only within the Presbyterian
Church, but across this land, as is happening in
other parts of the world. But I know the Church
as a whole in North America does not yet feel
enough pain to pray this way, for we are too
satisfied with our self-indulgent ways. And I
know that there are only two options if we
continue with such stiff necks towards God’s
Will: abandonment and judgment. These are
harsh forms of discipline and I believe God
loves us enough to exercise them upon us for
our own good and His Glory, if we do not soon
repent.
If one studies Church History, one can
see two common subjects in every crisis of
Faith: The Authority of Scripture and the
Person of Jesus Christ. Every heresy, every
conflict, every question has centered, at least
in part, around one and sometimes both, of
these issues. Is the Bible the Word of God or is
there another, at least co-equal if not superior
authority, such as Mohammed (Islam), the
Pope (which led to the Reformation), the
Angel Maroni (the Mormons), or even myself?
And, is Jesus Christ truly the Son of God,
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, crucified, died, buried, resurrected,
ascended into Heaven and seated at the right
hand of God the Father, and thus Lord of All,
or is He someone other than whom the Bible
says He is? We constantly wrestle with God,
just like Jacob, and try to master Him so that
He must bless us, rather than submit to Him and

His rule in our lives. Sometimes, this contest is
more open – such as some of the situations I
have cited above. Other times, this contest is
more personal and known only to us and
perhaps a few close friends and family
members. But repeatedly down through the
ages the challenge of Joshua has rung true:
“Now fear the Lord and serve Him with all
faithfulness . . . if serving the Lord seems
undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves
this day whom you will serve . . . But as for me
and my household, we will serve the
Lord.” (Joshua 24:14-15)
There is much good to being in the
Presbyterian Church USA, but sadly much of
that is occluded by the present strife. You are
blessed to be a part of a very sound and
caring Presbytery, and you have a rich
tradition upon which to draw for teaching and
encouragement. We have a living, mighty
God Who loves us and has good plans for us
to fulfill. And whether we wish to admit it or
not, it often takes times of struggle and
controversy to call us to consider what is truly
important and where our loyalties lie. No
matter the circumstances that may swirl
around us, or wherever God may lead us, may
we stand and bear faithful witness, with grace
and love, to the truth of Jesus Christ and God’s
Word, this day and forever.
In Christ’s Love,

Rev. Powell

Here’s the website to use to sign up as a volunteer for the
General Assembly:
www.COLA2012.org
The Assembly meets in Pittsburgh June 28-July 7.
Over 2,000 volunteers are needed, especially on peak travel
days at the start and end. Volunteers or observers may ride a
shuttle bus to/from downtown Pittsburgh for $5/ride.
For information, contact:
Rev. Peter deVries
(724-538-8672 or pcdevries@gmail.com)
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Birthdays
2
3
5
6
8
9
10
15
19
21
22
24
25
26

29 Cathy Leheny
30 Ava DiCicco
31 Patrick Smith
Sharp Davidson V

Dale Smith
Pamela Alviani
Roger Nolte
Renee Schomburg
Nancy Shade
Tricia McGinness
Betty Schaeffer
Chad Neville
Shelley Summy
Jack Nan
Bryan Magee
Dolly Kerlin
Ray Atwell
Jeff Barth
Wendi Rybicki
Sue Ellen Kerlin
Ed Lawson
Jacob Leheny
Joshua Hribar

Date

Liturgist

5/6

Donna Craig

5/13

Lynn Smith

5/20

Linda Duganich

5/27

Joe Glatz

3
7
11
12
14
23
24
28
29
30

Children’s
Church

Family Sunday
(Last Children’s Church
until fall)

No Children’s
Church

Anniversaries
Ken & Lois Kearns
Jack & Rita Bruce
Ber & Lynn Smith
Alan & Diane Byers
Tom & Suzanne McIlroy
Phillip & Pamela Laird
Jeremy & Julie McWithey
Ed & Marge Cunningham
Rick & Sue Ellen Kerlin
Paul & Karin Magee
Jerry & Carol Stuck

Nursery

Greeters

Amy Muslin

Donna Olexick
Patty Slezak

Sallie Alviani

Donna Olexick
Patty Slezak

Barb Tackac

Donna Olexick
Patty Slezak

Sandy Nan

Donna Olexick
Patty Slezak
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for the beautiful music!

Let’s all remember to thank the faithful members of
Ohio UP’s Chancel Choir for providing the wonderful
music throughout the year. They are:

Sopranos
Dianne Kanitra
Eleanor Pike
Elaine Verostek
Evelyn Moss
Christina Murdoch
Dorothy Elko
Barb Glover
Jennifer Davis
Vi Young
Morgan Lecce
Altos
Lois Davie
Nancy Shade
Emily Pasquarelli
Bonnie Martin
Lynn Smith
Julie Novacek
Sherri Murdoch
Shirley Fluharty

Tenors
Jon Moss
Ed Hilliard
Harriet Kulha
Bass
Joe Glatz
Jim Verostek
Jeff Davis
*Special thanks to the
dedicated directing of
Jeff Davis!

Ohio UP is doubly blessed to have a
hand bell choir, too! Thank you to
everyone who played with the Gospbells
hand bell choir this year:
Evelyn Moss
Jon Moss
Donna Craig
Bonnie Martin
Tracy Pasquarelli
Emily Pasquarelli
Andrea Tamburrino
Lois Davie
Sharon Neville
Joe Snarey
Shirley Fluharty
Deana Wagner
Dorothy Elko
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

SALE OF SALES-SAVE THE DATE!

THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING!
"Thank you to all of you for
The annual Sale of Sales
your many prayers and
Rummage Sale & Bake Sale
will be June 2nd this year from support throughout my
breast cancer diagnosis,
9:00-1:00 pm.
surgery, & recovery. Your
Please start saving your
prayers worked! I'm doing
“treasures” to donate! Check out the
well and looking forward to being back at
information found in this newsletter on
church soon. Thank you for the beautiful
what items are accepted for donation as cards, wonderful meals and help with
transportation as I recuperate. Your
well as ways that you can volunteer.
thoughtfulness and help are truly
WOMEN & GIRL’S DINNER
appreciated." -Karen Barth
May 4th at 6:00 PM
COOKBOOKS STILL AVALABLE!
Meal: Braised Steak Dinner
Mother’s Day is coming and
There will be a professional
our Cookbooks make great
pianist this year who will
Mother’s Day gifts! They are
provide the evening’s entertainment.
also great gifts for bridal
Please call the church office ASAP if you
haven’t made your reservation.

showers, birthdays, graduations, or just to
show you care for someone. With over
600 recipes, the cookbooks are full of
SPECIAL MUSIC FOR THE SUMMER
ideas for tasty appetizers, meals and
Do you sing or play an
instrument? It’s not too early desserts. Buy one (or more) today! The
to check your calendars to see cookbooks are still only $15 and can be
purchased Monday thru Friday from 9-1
if you can provide special
music during this summer when by stopping into the church office or
the choir takes some much deserved time before or after worship on Sundays.
off. There will be a schedule posted
CONGRATULATIONS!
outside the choir room soon, so sign up
Adam Tolfa and Alissa Faiella were united
early to claim your date!
in marriage on Saturday,
April 21st by Rev. Powell.
-Jeff & Jen Davis
They will be moving to
WITH SYMPATHY
Arizona, where Adam is
Our Christian love and
stationed with the Air Force.
sympathy to Linda
Please keep them in your
Duganich and her
prayers as they start their new life
family. Linda’s brother,
together.
W. Lee Henderson passed away earlier
GROCERY PURCHASES FOR CHURCH
this month.
If you will be purchasing
groceries and other items for the
Our sympathy also to the family and
church for luncheons, dinners,
friends of Bob Millman, who joined the
etc. please stop into the office
Church Triumphant on April 25th.
to pick up the church’s Giant Eagle
Advantage card or GFS Commercial
Savings Card. Use of these cards will
save money on gas for the van and earn
7
rebates on food purchases.

Local and International
Missions Supported by
Ohio UP Church:

For more information:

Spotlight on:
Christians United in
Beaver County

Christians United in Beaver Co.
1098 3rd Street
Beaver, PA 15009
(724) 774-1446
www.thecubc.com

At the march dinner meeting, I spoke about the on-going work of
Christian’s United on the Behavioral Health unit of the hospital. This
vital ministry continues to reach the hurting with God’s healing love
through the preaching of the Word and prayer. Here are the testimonies from that meeting.
A trucker admitted himself to the hospital frozen in fear because
the IRS wanted to confiscate his vehicle due to past monies owed.
After the service he confessed the Lord had touched him, his fear
was gone and faith had taken root in his heart again.
A man sat stone faced during the service listening to a message on
the Cross. He shared with me afterwards that he desired personal
prayer for the arthritis in his hands and legs. God answered his
prayer as we watched him open and close his fists. Then he stood
up, with the help of his walker, bending his knees as though he
was in a marching band. His face told the story of a man who
had come into contact with the Living God.
The last young woman I prayed for shared her story about childhood abuse, addiction and a debilitating disease due to her drug
and alcohol problem. Her story was filled with sadness and
desperation yet she held on to hope as she reached out to God for
mercy and healing. Without a Christian witness on the 4th floor,
these precious people might forever be lost in the abyss of hopelessness. Christian’s United continues to offer light to those living
in darkness because of the generosity of people like you.

Aliquippa Impact
A.M.P.-Aliquippa Mission
Programs (*new)
Campus Crusade for Christ
International-Pacific Islands
Christians United in Beaver
County
Church Army USAUnCommon Grounds Café
Five Points Meals on
Wheels
Habitat for Humanity
Manna
Mars Home for Youth
Chaplaincy
Presbyterian Frontier
Fellowship
Salvation Army
Wycliffe Bible Translators
Young Life

-Pastor Barbara
Your Pastor Nominating
Committee:
Jim Novacek
Bob Hurni
Dianne Kanitra
Chuck Adamski
Eleanor Pike
Lynn Smith
Betty Solinski
Sharon Neville
Please keep them and their families in your
prayers as they continue to work through the
process of finding your next installed pastor.

U p d a t ed Totals

AS OF:

CURRENT BALANCE
IN FUND:

4/22

$10,679.57
(after latest work in Manse)

8

9

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 11-15
Sonrise National Park!
Register TODAY online by
visiting the church website:
www.ohiopresbyterian.org
Click on the Info Center tab and then find
the form to fill out. Tell all your friends, family & neighbors, too!

There is still a great need for teachers and
helpers for this year’s VBS!
Please consider volunteering your time, even if you can’t be
there all week. The kids will thank you!
Contact Patti Strominger 724-495-2146 or the church office to volunteer.

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

The following items are needed for crafts for this year. There will be a box in the
Narthex for you to place them. Thank you!
Variety of craft foam, 2 dozen 1” thick sponge, colored card stock, white card stock, variety of sequins and confetti, variety of ribbons and decorative paper, clear packing tape, cotton balls, 100 2”
black pom-poms, 36 1 ½ ” white pom-poms, 36 2” brown pom-poms, 9” round balloons.
Also need 50 toilet paper rolls (minus all TP please!)

Junior Volunteer Program for Summer 2012
Orientation: Wednesday, May 9, 6:00 p.m.
Auditorium of Friendship Ridge
The Junior Volunteer Program of Friendship Ridge provides an excellent
opportunity for students ages 14-18 to fulfill community service hours often
needed to meet graduation requirements, to use as a Senior Project, or just to
experience the joy that volunteering can bring. This program is ideal for those
planning to pursue a career in the fast growing health field. The Crimson Line
Auxiliary also awards a $2,000 scholarship each May to a qualified high school
senior to help in continuing their education.
The Activity Department has a lot of activities planned for the summer
including picnics, a Beach Party, Carnival and “Senior” Summer Olympics
along with weekly programs such as Bingo, Painting, Crafts and Needlework!
Lots of fun opportunities to volunteer!
To register a teen for the orientation or for more information, contact:
Mary Eva Shever, Activity Director/Volunteer Coordinator
Phone: 724-770-3220
meshever@friendshipridge.org
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SALE OF SALES & BAKE SALE
June 2, 2012
9:00 am-1:00 pm
Items accepted:
New and gently worn clothes, household items, sporting goods, furniture, books
Items NOT accepted:
Computers, magazines, National Geographic, shoes, large appliances,
televisions, mattresses/box springs, encyclopedias
Items may be dropped off at the church beginning May 27th
Drop off times:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday (May 29-31)
10 am-1 pm and 6 pm-8 pm
NO items accepted on Friday!
If you have large items that need picked up at your home, please call the church to arrange
pickup. Drivers and trucks will need to be scheduled.
Questions? Please call Eleanor Pike at (724) 378-9788 or email her at elrpike@gmail.com
or
Jennifer Davis at (724) 375-8579 or email her at jennyd319@comcast.net

SALE OF SALES VOLUNTEER FORM
Help is needed the week before and the day of the sale.
Please indicate where you can help. Thanks you!!!!!!!!
May 29, Tuesday
May 30, Wednesday
May 31, Thursday
June 1, Friday Final Set Up
June 2, Saturday, Work the Sale!
Clean Up

10 am-1 pm_____6 pm-8 pm_____
10 am-1 pm_____6 pm-8 pm_____
10 am-1 pm_____6 pm-8 pm_____
6 pm-8 pm_____
8 am-1 pm_____
1 pm_____

I can pick up large items______________________________
NAME_______________________________
PHONE______________________________
EMAIL______________________________
*Please start saving your grocery store bags for the day of the sale.
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SUNDAY SANDWICH SALE
The Vision Committee is planning another
sandwich sale for May 20th.
They will be selling Pulled Pork Sandwiches
with coleslaw and a cookie for $6.50 each.
Please place your sandwich orders by calling
the church office or by filling out the
insert in the church bulletin.
This is a fundraiser for the Building Fund.

Paper Recycling Update
Good news! A check for $18.89
was received and landfill space
saved 6.68 in cubic yards by your
donations of your recycled paper!

Keep
recycling!

Relay for Life Hopewell 2012
May 19 & 20, 2012
10 am-until 8 am
(24 hour event)
Open to all to enjoy! Bring
your family, friends,
neighbors! Kids both young
and old!
Survivor & Luminaria Ceremonies
Team Fundraisers
Games 11 am til 7 pm.
Sumo Wrestling
Bounce House
Entertainment for all ages!
FOOD!
Go to www.relayforlife.org/pahopewell for
more information or relayrosey@gmail.com

Graduate Information Form
Please provide the following information for 2012 high school or
college graduates who are members of Ohio UP Church:
Name____________________________
School____________________________ Major (if college)__________________________
Activities/honors while in school________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Plans after graduation________________________________________________________
*information submitted will be included in a special insert in the June 10th bulletin and also included in
the June Lamplighter.
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20

Sun

Bells Play

Last Day of Sunday School
& the Choir until fall
Worship Com. mtg. after
worship in Library

27 Fellowship Hour
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Mon
3

Thu

2

Pray & Play 6:00 pm
Choir 7:00 pm

Wed

1
LUNCH BUNCH—12:00
Deacons 6:30 pm

Tue

Women’s Assoc. 6;30 p

10
Rachel Circle

5

Fri
4

19

12

17 Ascension of the Lord 18

26

SET UP

31
Pray & Play 6:00 pm

Pray & Play 6:00 pm

24

Pray & Play 6:00 pm
Choir 7:00 pm
25

Pray & Play 6:00 pm
Choir 7:00 pm

9
Ruth Circle

30

SALES

23
Friendship Group trip

16

8
Session 7:00 pm

15

22

Presbytery Mtg.

29

OF
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May 2012
Bell practice 6:30 pm

14

21

28

SALE

Sat
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