Visit Visit our website! www.ohiopresbyterian.org

The Lamplighter is a monthly publication of Ohio United Presbyterian Church
1236 Longvue Ave., Aliquippa, PA 15001
Church Office Hours-Monday thru Friday 8:00 am-1:00 pm
Church phone (724) 378-3690
Lamplighter deadline for articles-21st of each month

Ohio United Presbyterian Church
1236 Longvue Avenue
Aliquippa, PA 15001

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
South Heights, PA 15081
Permit No. 5

The Lamplighter
Ohio United Presbyterian Church

Rev. Eric Powell, Interim Minister

May 2011

Dear Friends,
Sunday Morning Schedule

Sunday School - 9:00 am
(Sunday school will end
on May 22nd.
It will resume in the fall)
Worship Service - 10:00 am

Church office phone:
724-378-3690
Church email:
office@ohioupchurch.com
Church website:
www.ohiopresbyterian.org
Church office hours: M-F
8:00am-1:00 pm
Rev. Eric Powell’s home #:
724-743-3933
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As you no doubt know, the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) was
elected at a Congregational Meeting on April 10th. Elsewhere in this newsletter
you will find the names of the members listed together. I encourage you to
please cut that out and keep it with your daily devotional booklet or Bible as a
reminder to keep them and their families in prayer.
As of this writing, I am still trying to negotiate an initial meeting of the
Pastor Nominating Committee with the ones from Beaver-Butler Presbytery’s
Committee On Ministry (COM) who will be doing the actual training. Once that
initial meeting is held, the PNC will begin to write the Church Information Form
(CIF), which is basically your ad for an Installed Pastor – an advertisement
which follows a prescribed format with specific information by which the church
is described and your mission priorities are identified, etc. While this step can be
tedious since it involves a lot of writing, it is important that the PNC be able to
articulate in a clear fashion who you see yourselves as being and what you see as
your mission as a part of the Body of Christ.
Once the Pastor Nominating Committee completes the drafting of the
Church Information Form, the committee will present its work to the Session for
the Session’s final review and approval. After this step is completed, the CIF
will have to be authorized by the Committee On Ministry to allow the matching
process to begin. Once that happens, the PNC will begin to receive resumes
from persons who are actively looking for a call to a church that espouses the
same or similar priorities that they hold – and this is the key to how the electronic
matching works: a minister must know what his/her gifts, strengths and priorities
are and a PNC must know the same about its own congregation. After that initial
match, it will then be up to the PNC to begin to read the essay portions of each
applicant’s Personal Information Form (PIF), which is a minister’s version of the
CIF. By reading what the applicant has written about her/himself, members of
the PNC – in addition to getting bloodshot eyes – will begin to gain a glimpse
into the character and personality of the applicant. Those of you who have
served in the past on a Pastor Nominating Committee can relate to the work involved in carefully discerning the type of person being represented on paper and
whether that one is a viable candidate to consider as your next Installed Pastor.
I will not bore you with the tedious nature of the process beyond what I
have cited above; but rather, I offer this to you as a means of helping you understand the initial first steps that have yet to be taken so that you might pray more
effectively for the members of the Pastor Nominating Committee and their families. There is a lot of work to be done, and these steps are not taken quickly if
they are done well and with careful consideration.
(article continued on page 3)
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Pastor’s article continued from page 2...
When the Church Information Form is completed and the PNC is actively searching, you will
be notified and even provided with the internet address so you may go on-line and read it for
yourself, and other church ads, if you wish – for Church Information Forms are not restricted
information once they are released for matching.
Once the Pastor Nominating Committee is actively searching however, the members are
not to tell anyone whom they are considering as a candidate. Human nature is such that folks
are naturally curious and some folks seem to make it their mission to know other peoples’ business and take pride in having achieved privileged information that others are not privy to knowing. Such and similar behaviors are to be resisted by all. Searching for a new Installed Pastor
can be an emotionally trying experience, and the reason for having an independent search committee is, in part, to spare the Congregation the emotional upheavals that occur when searching
for a new pastor. Many are the times when a PNC believes they are ready to extend a call to
someone only to be rebuffed by that one. Or word leaks out that Rev. “Jones” of the
“Smithtown” Presbyterian Church is under consideration by a certain PNC, but then rejected;
but in the meantime members of his Congregation have gotten wind of this via “loose lips,”
word has spread, and now they have turned against him for considering leaving them – thus in
effect hurting him, his family, and that whole Congregation. Another reason why PNC’s are to
maintain confidentiality is so that they can learn to listen to the Holy Spirit’s leading without a
lot of chatter and interference from well-intentioned members of the Congregation who really
do not know what is involved.
Remember after the wind, earthquake and fire, Elijah heard the Holy Spirit speaking to
him in a “gentle whisper.” (I Kings 19:12) God, Who does not change or vary, still speaks the
same way today. May not only the PNC, but all of us, have the grace and discipline to quiet
ourselves before the Lord and listen to His Word, to His Glory!
In Christ’s Love,
Rev. Powell

Your Pastor Nominating Committee:
Jim Novacek
Bob Hurni
Dianne Kanitra
Chuck Adamski
Eleanor Pike
Lynn Smith
Betty Solinski
Sharon Neville
Please keep them and their families in your prayers as they
begin the process of finding your next installed pastor.
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A Word From Your Youth Director, Michael Spicuzza
Dear Ohio UP,
If you have not had the
chance to do so, I urge
you to check out the church website
(specifically the youth pages) and see what
we’ve been up to! From April 8-9th we had a
successful lock-in, with over twenty youth in
attendance. We had a great night of fellowship, discussion, and of course, fun. Be sure
to check out the video of the youth group’s
new favorite game, Human Foosball.

some of the major details of the trip, costs,
deposits, and other important information. It
also will be summarized in an info packet,
which includes necessary forms and general
info for the meeting. If you have any initial
concerns or questions about the trip, please
feel free to contact me right away. There are
also preliminary plans to do a flood relief
work day in Aliquippa on June 4th-both to
help the residents affected by flooding and to
be part of Shane Byers’ senior project. Please
pray for the youth group’s faithful efforts to
serve not only the interests of our own church
family, but as we go out into the world and
serve God’s children that are in great need.

I also want to thank the church family for the
support that has been received for the Ohio
UP youth praise band. It has taken a great
deal of hard work and flexibility on the part
God Bless,
of the youth to be able to create this new
group. For only playing and singing together
for a month or so, the youth have really been Michael
impressive in their ability to be a part of music leadership in Sunday morning worship. If
you have had the chance to hear us, be sure to
thank the youth for their hard work; if you
have not, we’ll be leading music during worship on Sunday, May 22nd!
The theme for the month of May leading into
June is service. The youth will be serving at
Manna on May 17th alongside the rest of the
Ohio UP Church community. After church on
May 15th, there will be an informational
meeting for BOTH parents and youth pertaining to the work camp trip, which will take
place June 19-25. The meeting will review

Upcoming Jr./Sr. High Youth Events
May 15th-Parent/Student Meeting for mission trip after
worship
May 17th: Serving community meal with Manna at
House of Prayer Lutheran Church, Aliquippa
June 13-17th: Vacation Bible School
June 19-25: Work Camp Mission Trip, serving the
City Rescue Mission in New Castle, PA

4

Birthdays
1
2

Lori Holcomb
Gloria Atwell
Dale Smith
Pamela Alviani
3 Roger Nolte
Renee Schomburg
5 Nancy Shade
Tricia McGinness
6 Betty Schaeffer
7 Lorraine Jones
8 Chad Neville
Shelley Summy
9 Jack Nan
10 Kylee Smith
Bryan Magee
15 Dolly Kerlin

Anniversaries

17 Randy Leheny
19 Ray Atwell
Timmy Smith
20 Sandra Schwarz
21 Jeff Barth
22 Wendi Rybicki
24 Sue Ellen Kerlin
Ed Lawson
25 Jacob Leheny
26 Joshua Hribar
29 Cathy Leheny
30 Ava CiCicco
31 Patrick Smith
Kraig Smith
Sharp Davidson V

3 Ken & Lois Kearns
7 Jack & Rita Bruce
11 Ber & Lynn Smith
Alan & Diane Byers
12 Tom & Suzanne McIlroy
14 Phillip & Pamela Laird
23 Jeremy & Julie McWithey
24 Ed & Marge Cunningham
25 Chris & Melissa Pike
27 Steve & Terri Riegle
28 Rick & Sue Ellen Kerlin
29 Paul & Karin Magee
30 Jerry & Carol Stuck

SPECIAL DATES IN MAY
Christian Family Week
National Day of Prayer
Mother’s Day
Armed Forces Day
Memorial Day

May 2-8
May 5
May 8
May 21
May 30

May 1

May 8

May 15

May 22

May 29

Worship
Leader

Harriet Kulha

Lynn Smith

John Martin

Sallie Alviani

Lois Davie

Greeters

Linda Duganich Patty Slezak
Sandy Nan
Nancy Hribar

Karen Barth
Sandy Nan

Bev Abate
Barb Tackac

Karen Barth
Sharon Neville

Nursery
Volunteer

Sherry Murdoch Christine Murdoch

Kristen Nan

Sandy Nan

Brittany Smith

Junior
Church

Nancy Hribar

Elaine Versotek Karen Barth

Mother’s Day

Family Sunday

(kids stay w/ Moms)
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

LUNCH BUNCH
Join your friends on May 3rd at Noon for Lunch Bunch.
Anyone 50 and older is welcome to attend.
The menu this month will be: Sloppy Joes, Potato Salad,
Beverages, and Dessert.
After lunch, the program will be BINGO.
You may sign up by calling the church office at 724-378-3690 or by
emailing the office at office@ohioupchurch.com.
The deadline to sign up is May 2nd.

Our sympathies to the family and
friends of Tom Boggs, who
passed away on April 10th.
An Update on the Church Van Fundraising Efforts:
Van

Cost of late-model used van: $21,000-$22,000
Amount so far from sale of van, cashed in CD & donations:
$16,064.00
Won’t you help us to reach our goal so we can purchase the van in
time for the Youth Mission Trip in June?
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our many ministries this year. From donating gifts at Christmas to our homebound and the less fortunate children of our community, food for
the Salvation Army and Meals on Wheels, baby items for the center in Tennessee and to our other ministries throughout the year,
your generosity has been a blessing.
-The Women’s Association of Ohio UP

Women’s Retreat-May 13-15
There’s still time to sign up for the Women’s Retreat! Contact Patti
Strominger at 724-495-2146 for more information or read the article in
the April Lamplighter.
Reminder! The Women & Girls Banquet is
May 6th at 6:00 pm.
If anyone still needs to make a reservation for the
dinner, or if you need to cancel your reservation,
please call the church office as soon as possible!
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SALE OF SALES AND BAKE SALE
When: June 4, 2011 Time: 9:00 am—1:00 pm
Items accepted:
Gently worn clothes, household items, sporting goods,
furniture, books
Items NOT accepted:
Computers, magazines, National Geographic, shoes, large appliances,
televisions, mattresses/box springs, encyclopedias
Items may be dropped off at the church beginning May 31st
Drop off times:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday-May 31, June 1, June 2
10 am-1 pm and 6 pm-8 pm
NO items accepted on Friday!
If you have large items that need picked up at your home, please call the church to arrange
pickup. Drivers and trucks will need to be scheduled.
Questions? Please call Eleanor Pike at (724) 378-9788
or
Jennifer Davis at (724) 375-8579.
SALE OF SALES VOLUNTEER FORM
Help is needed the week before and the day of the sale.
Please indicate where you can help. Thank you!!!!!!!
May 31, Tuesday
June 1, Wednesday
June 2, Thursday
June 3, Friday Set-up
June 4, Saturday, Work the Sale
Clean-Up

10 am-1 pm_____6 pm-8 pm_____
10 am-1 pm_____6 pm-8 pm_____
10 am-1 pm_____6 pm-8 pm_____
6 pm-8 pm_____
8 am-1 pm_____
1 pm_____

I can pick up large items_______________
Please start saving your grocery store bags for the day of the sale.
NAME______________________________
PHONE NUMBER______________________
*PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO THE CHURCH AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!
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Vacation Bible school
2011!
June 13
13--17
9:00 am to 12:15 pm
Volunteers Still Needed!
We are still in need of many volunteers for VBS this year. Please consider serving the children of our
community by volunteering to help out in some way. Help is needed in the following areas: Setting up
stations before VBS, taking down tables after VBS is over, cleaning up the church after closing on Friday
afternoon, teaching a class or being a classroom helper, helping with recreation, crafts, directing traffic,
helping with the skit or with the music, helping in the kitchen, decorating, or donating or picking up supplies.
New this year is the requirement for all volunteers to have their Act 33 and 34 clearances, but the process to get those is easy and someone at the church will be happy to help you with the process.
Please contact the church office with any questions.
You can also contact VBS Directors Sherri Murdoch (724) 375
375--0561 or Patti Strominger (724) 495
495--2146.

VBS Mission Projects
This year we are supporting Aliquippa Impact and Project Hope.

Aliquippa Impact
Who We Are: Aliquippa Impact in a Christian, community
community--based youth development organization
serving the young people and families of Aliquippa.
Our Mission: To provide the young people and families of Aliquippa with the opportunity to participate in quality, educational programs.
Our Vision: That Aliquippa would be a city filled with young people whose needs are net
net--spiritually,
educationally and relationally.
To find out more about their history, ministry and how you can help, go to their website at:
www.aliquippaimpact.org

Project Hope
Project Hope is a local non
non--profit organization dedicated to inspiring HOPE during the traumatic
event of a child’s unexpected or long
long--term hospitalization.
We provide support and encouragement for families during this stressful time.
We believe parents and guardians must take care of themselves physically, emotionally and
spiritually in order to meet the overwhelming needs of their hospitalized children.
How does Project Hope help families? In the event of a child’s long
long--term or unexpected hospitalization Project Hope provides families with things they may not have readily available or did not even
know they needed. Donated items include: shampoo, women’s flip flops/shower shoes, toothpaste &
toothbrushes, bar soap, phone cards, blank note cards with envelopes and stamps.
We are donating the monetary offerings to Aliquippa Impact this year and will be collecting women’s flip
flops to donate to Project Hope.
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Vacation Bible School Registration
June 13-17, 2011
4 years old through 12th grade
9:00 am to 12:15 pm
To join us, please complete this form and return it as soon as possible to the church office
(Ohio UP Church, 1236 Longvue Ave., Aliquippa, PA 15001)
You can also register online at the church website (www.ohiopresbyterian.org) The online registration
form is available in the Info Center on the Home page
Name of Child
Age
Grade Completed
Allergies/Medical Concerns
1._____________________________________________________________________
2._____________________________________________________________________
3._____________________________________________________________________
4._____________________________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________
Phone:_______________ Emergency Phone:______________________________
Email address:_______________________________________
Parent’s Name___________________________Signature:___________________
*PLEASE NOTE ANY SPECIFIC ALLERGIES OR MEDICAL CONCERNS FOR EACH
CHLD REGISTERED.
Bus Transportation
Will your child (children) be riding the church bus to Vacation Bible School? _____yes_____no
The bus schedule will be very similar to last year; however, the schedule will not be finalized until shortly
before VBS begins. If you have any questions please call the church 724-378-3690 or
Linda 724-375-0903 or 724-622-7929.
*****PLEASE NOTE****ADDITIONAL BUS RIDERSWILL NOT BE ACCEPTED ON A DAILY BASIS
UNLESS THE CHURCH HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY NOTIFIED. THE BUS IS NOT EQUIPPED WITH
CHILD SAFETY SEATS FOR CHILDREN UNDER 7.

CLOSING PROGRAM
FRIDAY JUNE 17, 2011
12:00 PM
Families and guests are invited to join us for Son Surf Beach Bash 2011
Closing ceremonies. The program and lunch will be approximately 1 hour.
Transportation will be provided for students after the program.
Please let your family and friends know about VBS! You can direct them to our
church’s website in the Info Center to register online. The website can be found
at: www.ohiopresbyterian.org
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1

Sun

Tue

Wed

Fri

Sat

7

Thu

6
Women/Girls Banquet
6 pm

14

5

13
Hopewell prom
Women’s retreat begins

Choir 7 p

Fellowship/Membership 6 p

Youth Group 5:00 pm

National Day of Prayer

11
Ruth/Esther Circles

12
Rachel Circle
Youth Group 5:00 pm
Choir practice 7 p

21
Church Clean-up work
day from 9-1

Deacons 6:30 pm

18

19
20
Youth Group 5:00 pm
Christian Ed mtg. 6:30 p

28

26
Youth Group 5:00 pm

27

25

Lunch Bunch-Noon 4

17
Ohio UP serving at
Manna 5:30 p

Mon
3

M ay 2 0 1 1
2

16

24
Presbytery mtg. @ 6p
In Bridgewater

10
Session mtg. 7:00 pm

23

31
First day to bring items
For Sale of Sales

8
9
Happy Mother’s Day!

15
Parent’s mtg. for
Mission trip –following
worship
22
Last day of Sunday
School until fall
Fellowship hour
29

30
Memorial Day
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