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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

In Jesus Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself.  Jesus Christ is 
God with humanity.  He is the eternal Son of the Father, who became man 
and lived among us to fulfill the work of reconciliation.  He is present in the 
church by the power of the Holy Spirit to continue and complete his mis-
sion.  This work of God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is the foundation 
of all confessional statements about God, humanity, and the world.  
Therefore, the church calls men and women to be reconciled to God and 
to one another.   

-The Confession of 1967  
 
The season of Lent begins this month with Ash Wednesday on March 1.  
Lent is a season of preparation and anticipation.  It is a time to re-set one-
self and re-focus on God.  It is a season of intentionally putting ñoff your 
old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through 
deceitful desiresò, as Paul says in Ephesians 4:22-24 and being ñrenewed 
in the spirit of your minds, putting on the new self, created after the like-
ness of God in true righteousness and holiness.ò  So Lent finds us inten-
tionally putting aside practices or habits that distract us from God in order 
to replace them with practices or habits that draw us closer to God.  We 
fast from things that distract us from God, so we can grow closer in intima-
cy with God.   
 
Jesus tells us in the Beatitudes that blessed are the mercifulðthose will-
ing to stand in misery with others, standing under them supporting them 
while they are weakðand blessed are the peacemakers, the reconcilers, 
the Shalom-makers.  The Confession of 1967 further affirms and challeng-
es us to work for mercy and reconciliation.  Not because we can achieve 
these with our own power, but because they are the characteristics of God 
in Jesus Christ.  And Paul reminds us in Eph. 4, that we are created to be 
image-bearers of God which means we are created to be transformed into 
the image of Christ, because he is the image of the invisible God.  In 
Christ, we see what holiness looks like and become holy as God is holy.  
Therefore, we know what mercy looks likeðit looks like Christ.  And we 
know what reconciliation looks likeðit looks like Christ.   
 
During this season of Lent I encourage you to set aside a habit that dis-
tracts you or pulls you away from God.  It could be television, or internet, 
or certain foods or drink, anything really.  In fact, it will be different for each 
of us.  Then I encourage you to adopt a practice or habit that helps draw 
you closer to God.  It could be regular daily prayer at the same time each 
day, it could be reading through all the Gospel accounts, it could be read-
ing a theological devotional such as Body & Soul by M. Craig Barnes.  The 
point is to replace a habit that distracts with one that draws us closer to 
God.  If you remove a weed and do not put something new in its place, the 
weed will simply grow back up again.  I encourage you to fully engage in 
the season of Lent as we anticipate and prepare for Christôs death and His 
resurrection. 
 
Grace and peace, 
 

 

Pastor Nick 
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Birthdays This Month:  

3/1   Mark Muslin  

3/3   Scotty Cribbs  

3/4   Brenlee Knox  

3/11 Kevin Byer  

3/11 Michael Duganich  

3/12 Libby Urich  

3/14 Logan Gregory  

3/16 Chuck Adamski  

3/16 Richard Palmer  

3/20 Frank Waryck  

3/21 Jordan Ferrell  

3/21 Daniel Fox, Sr.  

3/22 Kalyn Neville  

3/22 Ellen Paul  

3/25 Betty Solinski  

3/27 Kasey Hoth  

3/29 Debbie Ceccarelli  

Anniversaries This Month:  

3/22 Chuck & Janice Adamski  

JR. CHURCH VOLUNTEERS 

3/5     Bonnie Martin  

3/12   Chris Hurni 

3/19  Volunteer needed  

3/26   Wendy Dameron  

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 

3/5     Sallie Alviani  

3/12   Volunteer needed  

3/19   Ellen Paul 

3/26   Rayna Knox  

LITURGIST 

3/5     Kristen Nan  

3/12   Kristi Lucas 

3/19   Elaine Verostek  

3/26   Emily Pasquarelli  

This yearôs Womenôs Retreat will be held at a lodge in the Pennsylvania 

wilds. It is approximately 2 hour from Hopewell. It will be held April 28th to 

the 30th. This is the place we stayed at last year.  The lodge has a lot to 

offer, including 18 bedrooms, and 9 bathrooms! The Womenôs Retreat is 

for all women of the church. It is a special time to get to know each other 

better. During the weekend we have Bible Study, work together on a mis-

sion project, do a craft, and spend lots of time talking and laughing. Oh, 

did I forget, we also have lots of good food to eat.  The one thing about 

this location is that they do charge a per person charge for more than 10 

people in attention to a flat rate for each night.  We would like to have a 

head count and payment if possible before the end of March.  We will get a discount in the tax if we pay   

before April 1st.   Once a list of those attending is formulated we will do meal planning for the weekend, and will 

let you know if there is anything you can contribute. The cost of the retreat will depend on the number of women 

attending. The approximate cost for the weekend is $140.00.  Please email Patti Strominger at                       

pattistr@gmail.com with any questions.    

mailto:pattistr@gmail.com
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 FRIENDSHIP GROUP 

Friendship Group will meet next at Ohio UP Church on March 22nd.  

The menu will be:  chicken, mashed potatoes with gravy, green 

beans, Jello salad, and strawberry cake. 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

When we pray for each other good 

things happen.  The prayer shawl 

ministry encourages us to pray for 

each other and it also lets those 

for whom we are praying know 

that they are loved.  The shawls that are knitted or crocheted are not 

made as gifts, but as tangible symbols of the prayers that have been 

offered for the people who receive them.  Several times a year the 

shawls are dedicated during a worship service before being given to 

the recipient.  

If you know of someone who would benefit from receiving a prayer 

shawl please contact the church office at 724-378-3690 or email the 

church atoffice@ohioupchurch.com.  If you would like to help make 

these shawls, volunteers are always encouraged!  Contact Eleanor 

Pike with your questions at elrpike@gmail.com or by calling 724-601-

4007. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Congratulations to Alexa Burak, Nicholas Barth 

and  Danny Palmer for their recent induction into 

the National Honor Society. 

 

 

SALE OF SALES  

The Sale of Sales is back! 

Save the date of Saturday, 

June 3rd for the Sale.  

Start saving your stuff too! 

More complete info will be 

in the April Lamplighter 

and in future bulletins. 

SALE  

OF 

SALES 

tel:(724)%20378-3690
http://www.ohiopresbyterian.org/includes/modules/anycontact.php?email=rk5W4MD9yMzNxF2E4OvSa%2FDRbak%2BSabhOGfKgFOYDR8%3D
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Prayer Partners Student and Adult Sign-Up 
Prayer Partners is a ministry that bridges the generational gap between our children 

and adults.  Children ages 4-14 will be partnered up with young adults and adults 

ages 15-105.  The Women's Association will sponsor Prayer Partner gatherings 

where partnerships will spend time together playing games, working on a craft, reading, or chatting.  Prayer 

Partners can send cards on special occasions,  greet each other on Sundays, sit together during fellowship 

times, and more.  The FIRST Prayer Partner event of 2017 is Sunday March 19th following the service. If you 

are interested in joining Prayer Partners, please fill out the form in the bulletin no later than Sunday March 

12th.  If you have any questions, please contact Kortney Marlatt: 360-927-3705 or kortneymdm@gmail.com . 

 NAME:____________________________________________________________________ 

CONTACT INFO (Phone):_______________________________________________________ 

      (Email):________________________________________________________ 

(Student) AGE:__________________  (Student) GRADE: ____________ 

 

(Adult) AGE, GRADE LEVEL, and GENDER PREFERENCE:_____________________________________ 

 

Sunday, March 19th is the first Prayer Partners kick-off event at the church so please mark your calendars! 

Special dates in March 

Å Ash Wednesday, March 1, 2017  
Å World Day of Prayer, March 3, 2017  
Å First Sunday in Lent, March 5, 2017  
Å Second Sunday in Lent, March 12, 2017  

Å Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 12, 2017  
Å Girl Scout Sunday, March 12, 2017  
Å Third Sunday in Lent, March 19, 2017  
Å First day of spring, March 20, 2017  
Å Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 26, 2017  

DO YOU WANT TO FAST THIS LENT? 
In the words of Pope Francis  

 

À Fast from hurting words and say kind words.  

À Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.  

À Fast from anger and be filled with patience.  

À Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.  

À Fast from worries and have trust in God.  

À Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.  

À Fast from pressures and be prayerful.  

À Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with joy.  

À Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others.   

À Fast from grudges and be reconciled.  

À Fast from words and be silent so you can listen.  

mailto:kortneymdm@gmail.com
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      Session Meeting Highlights 

Motion to accept Ellen Paul and Drew Lewis as members passed  

Motion to approve the mission committeeôs lenten mission project to raise money for the building of a well for 

the Presbyterian Mission Agency that will run from March 1st to Palm Sunday, April 9th passed. Need 

$1,500 for the well. 

Motion to approve 2017 communion dates - 2/12, 3/12 , 4/9, 5/14, 6/11, 7/9, 8/13, 9/10, 10/1, 11/12, 12/24 

passed. 

Approved Lenten worship services 

Ash Wednesday - 7 pm joint service with Concord Presbyterian Church at Ohio UP. 

Maundy Thursday - 7pm joint service with Concord Presbyterian Church, Baden. 

Good Friday - 7 pm joint service with Concord Presbyterian Church at Ohio UP. 

Motion for Van use request for Tega Swann & Refreshing Springs Ministry passed. 

Fundraiser request for Sale of Sales (June 3, 9am-1pm) motioned and passed.  

Building use request policy was discussed, motioned and passed. 

Audit Procedures: Sending to Presbytery for review 

Presbytery Leadership Event sign-ups: March 19th is the date. 

Motion to install solar panels on the Manse through Solar City passed. 

FEBRUARY 2017 DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Correspondence:  16 cards were sent out in January. 

Friendship Group:  Friendship Group will meet at the church on March 22nd. 

After-Church Fellowship: 

February 26th ï doughnuts 

March 26th ï menu to be determined 

A deacon was able to successfully sign a family up for LIHEAP (Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 

Program) and provided advice on window weatherization to another family. 

Deacons provided $200 worth of Walmart gift cards to the Beaver County Womenôs Shelter for the coun-

selors to use when helping buy supplies for clients. 

Deacons provided gift cards to three needy families in February. 

Two deacons attended a presentation on Open Table, and there is going to be a presentation for all of 

the deacons soon. 

 If you need certain supplies for the church kitchen, please mark the paper that is posted on the refriger-

ator and put it in the Womenôs Association mailbox.  
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 THE WELL IS HERE!  

LENTEN MISSION PROJECT 

During the Lenten season many people give something 

up in remembrance of Christõs sacrifice for us.  The    

Mission and Evangelism Committee would like to    

challenge the congregation to give up an expensive 

drink and replace it with water.  As you drink the water 

think of all the people in the world who donõt have easy 

access to clean water.  

The world doesnõt stand a chance without water.  Clean 

safe drinking water is scarce.  Nearly 1 in 10   people in 

developing countries lack access to clean      water.  

One child dies every 90 seconds from water -borne ill-

nesses.  It is estimated 125 million hours worldwide, are 

spent every day walking to sources of water.   

The Presbyterian Mission Agency digs wells and         

provides communities with hand pumps that provide 

clean water for drinking, bathing, washing and           

irrigation for an entire community.  The cost of a well is 

$1500.  There will be a loose offering collected by the 

children on March 12th and again on April 9th for a 

well.   Letõs help a village get a well! 

Relentless prayers 

Are you reluctant to bring the same prayers to your heavenly Father over and over? Maybe you donõt want 
to trouble God; after all, he already knows what youõre going to say. Plus, youõre not worthy to ask for 
anything!  
 
If those thoughts surround you, think about Patrick, Irelandõs patron saint. At 16, he was dragged from his 
home to be a slave. Patrick tended sheep in the cold. Hungry and miserable, he begged God for mercy and 
deliverance.  
 
In his Confessio, Patrick recalls praying òa hundred times in the day and almost as many at night.ó With-
out ceasing, he told God of his needs, wants, thanksgiving and confession. And God heard his prayers. 
 
Pray relentlessly. God is always listening!  
 
ñMaryAnn Sundby 

òMusic comes from an icicle as it melts, to live again 

as spring water.ó  

ñHenry Williamson    
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