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In Jesus Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself. Jesus Christ is
God with humanity. He is the eternal Son of the Father, who became man
and lived among us to fulfill the work of reconciliation. He is present in the
church by the power of the Holy Spirit to continue and complete his mission. This work of God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is the foundation
of all confessional statements about God, humanity, and the world.
Therefore, the church calls men and women to be reconciled to God and
to one another.
-The Confession of 1967
The season of Lent begins this month with Ash Wednesday on March 1.
Lent is a season of preparation and anticipation. It is a time to re-set oneself and re-focus on God. It is a season of intentionally putting “off your
old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through
deceitful desires”, as Paul says in Ephesians 4:22-24 and being “renewed
in the spirit of your minds, putting on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.” So Lent finds us intentionally putting aside practices or habits that distract us from God in order
to replace them with practices or habits that draw us closer to God. We
fast from things that distract us from God, so we can grow closer in intimacy with God.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Jesus tells us in the Beatitudes that blessed are the merciful—those willing to stand in misery with others, standing under them supporting them
while they are weak—and blessed are the peacemakers, the reconcilers,
the Shalom-makers. The Confession of 1967 further affirms and challenges us to work for mercy and reconciliation. Not because we can achieve
these with our own power, but because they are the characteristics of God
in Jesus Christ. And Paul reminds us in Eph. 4, that we are created to be
image-bearers of God which means we are created to be transformed into
the image of Christ, because he is the image of the invisible God. In
Christ, we see what holiness looks like and become holy as God is holy.
Therefore, we know what mercy looks like—it looks like Christ. And we
know what reconciliation looks like—it looks like Christ.
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During this season of Lent I encourage you to set aside a habit that distracts you or pulls you away from God. It could be television, or internet,
or certain foods or drink, anything really. In fact, it will be different for each
of us. Then I encourage you to adopt a practice or habit that helps draw
you closer to God. It could be regular daily prayer at the same time each
day, it could be reading through all the Gospel accounts, it could be reading a theological devotional such as Body & Soul by M. Craig Barnes. The
point is to replace a habit that distracts with one that draws us closer to
God. If you remove a weed and do not put something new in its place, the
weed will simply grow back up again. I encourage you to fully engage in
the season of Lent as we anticipate and prepare for Christ’s death and His
resurrection.
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Grace and peace,
Pastor Nick
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Birthdays This Month:
3/1 Mark Muslin
3/3 Scotty Cribbs
3/4 Brenlee Knox
3/11 Kevin Byer
3/11 Michael Duganich
3/12 Libby Urich
3/14 Logan Gregory
3/16 Chuck Adamski

3/16 Richard Palmer
3/20 Frank Waryck
3/21 Jordan Ferrell
3/21 Daniel Fox, Sr.
3/22 Kalyn Neville
3/22 Ellen Paul
3/25 Betty Solinski
3/27 Kasey Hoth
3/29 Debbie Ceccarelli

JR. CHURCH VOLUNTEERS

Anniversaries This Month:
3/22 Chuck & Janice Adamski

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS

LITURGIST

3/5

Bonnie Martin

3/5

Sallie Alviani

3/5

Kristen Nan

3/12

Chris Hurni

3/12

Volunteer needed

3/12

Kristi Lucas

3/19

Volunteer needed

3/19

Ellen Paul

3/19

Elaine Verostek

3/26

Wendy Dameron

3/26

Rayna Knox

3/26

Emily Pasquarelli

This year’s Women’s Retreat will be held at a lodge in the Pennsylvania
wilds. It is approximately 2 hour from Hopewell. It will be held April 28th to
the 30th. This is the place we stayed at last year. The lodge has a lot to
offer, including 18 bedrooms, and 9 bathrooms! The Women’s Retreat is
for all women of the church. It is a special time to get to know each other
better. During the weekend we have Bible Study, work together on a mission project, do a craft, and spend lots of time talking and laughing. Oh,
did I forget, we also have lots of good food to eat. The one thing about
this location is that they do charge a per person charge for more than 10
people in attention to a flat rate for each night. We would like to have a
head count and payment if possible before the end of March. We will get a discount in the tax if we pay
before April 1st. Once a list of those attending is formulated we will do meal planning for the weekend, and will
let you know if there is anything you can contribute. The cost of the retreat will depend on the number of women
attending. The approximate cost for the weekend is $140.00. Please email Patti Strominger at
pattistr@gmail.com with any questions.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

FRIENDSHIP GROUP
Friendship Group will meet next at Ohio UP Church on March 22nd.
The menu will be: chicken, mashed potatoes with gravy, green
beans, Jello salad, and strawberry cake.
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
When we pray for each other good
things happen. The prayer shawl
ministry encourages us to pray for
each other and it also lets those
for whom we are praying know
that they are loved. The shawls that are knitted or crocheted are not
made as gifts, but as tangible symbols of the prayers that have been
offered for the people who receive them. Several times a year the
shawls are dedicated during a worship service before being given to
the recipient.
If you know of someone who would benefit from receiving a prayer
shawl please contact the church office at 724-378-3690 or email the
church atoffice@ohioupchurch.com. If you would like to help make
these shawls, volunteers are always encouraged! Contact Eleanor
Pike with your questions at elrpike@gmail.com or by calling 724-6014007.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Congratulations to Alexa Burak, Nicholas Barth
and Danny Palmer for their recent induction into
the National Honor Society.

SALE
OF
SALES

SALE OF SALES
The Sale of Sales is back!
Save the date of Saturday,
June 3rd for the Sale.
Start saving your stuff too!
More complete info will be
in the April Lamplighter
and in future bulletins.
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Special dates in March
• Ash Wednesday, March 1, 2017
• World Day of Prayer, March 3, 2017
• First Sunday in Lent, March 5, 2017
• Second Sunday in Lent, March 12, 2017
• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 12, 2017
• Girl Scout Sunday, March 12, 2017
• Third Sunday in Lent, March 19, 2017
• First day of spring, March 20, 2017
• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 26, 2017

DO YOU WANT TO FAST THIS LENT?
In the words of Pope Francis

Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
† Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.
† Fast from anger and be filled with patience.
† Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.
† Fast from worries and have trust in God.
† Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.
† Fast from pressures and be prayerful.
† Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with joy.
† Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others.
† Fast from grudges and be reconciled.
† Fast from words and be silent so you can listen.
†

Prayer Partners Student and Adult Sign-Up
Prayer Partners is a ministry that bridges the generational gap between our children
and adults. Children ages 4-14 will be partnered up with young adults and adults
ages 15-105. The Women's Association will sponsor Prayer Partner gatherings
where partnerships will spend time together playing games, working on a craft, reading, or chatting. Prayer
Partners can send cards on special occasions, greet each other on Sundays, sit together during fellowship
times, and more. The FIRST Prayer Partner event of 2017 is Sunday March 19th following the service. If you
are interested in joining Prayer Partners, please fill out the form in the bulletin no later than Sunday March
12th. If you have any questions, please contact Kortney Marlatt: 360-927-3705 or kortneymdm@gmail.com .
NAME:____________________________________________________________________
CONTACT INFO (Phone):_______________________________________________________
(Email):________________________________________________________
(Student) AGE:__________________ (Student) GRADE: ____________
(Adult) AGE, GRADE LEVEL, and GENDER PREFERENCE:_____________________________________
Sunday, March 19th is the first Prayer Partners kick-off event at the church so please mark your calendars! 5

Session Meeting Highlights
Motion to accept Ellen Paul and Drew Lewis as members passed
Motion to approve the mission committee’s lenten mission project to raise money for the building of a well for
the Presbyterian Mission Agency that will run from March 1st to Palm Sunday, April 9th passed. Need
$1,500 for the well.
Motion to approve 2017 communion dates - 2/12, 3/12 , 4/9, 5/14, 6/11, 7/9, 8/13, 9/10, 10/1, 11/12, 12/24
passed.
Approved Lenten worship services
Ash Wednesday - 7 pm joint service with Concord Presbyterian Church at Ohio UP.
Maundy Thursday - 7pm joint service with Concord Presbyterian Church, Baden.
Good Friday - 7 pm joint service with Concord Presbyterian Church at Ohio UP.
Motion for Van use request for Tega Swann & Refreshing Springs Ministry passed.
Fundraiser request for Sale of Sales (June 3, 9am-1pm) motioned and passed.
Building use request policy was discussed, motioned and passed.
Audit Procedures: Sending to Presbytery for review
Presbytery Leadership Event sign-ups: March 19th is the date.
Motion to install solar panels on the Manse through Solar City passed.

FEBRUARY 2017 DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Correspondence: 16 cards were sent out in January.
Friendship Group: Friendship Group will meet at the church on March 22nd.
After-Church Fellowship:
February 26th – doughnuts
March 26th – menu to be determined
A deacon was able to successfully sign a family up for LIHEAP (Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Program) and provided advice on window weatherization to another family.
Deacons provided $200 worth of Walmart gift cards to the Beaver County Women’s Shelter for the counselors to use when helping buy supplies for clients.
Deacons provided gift cards to three needy families in February.
Two deacons attended a presentation on Open Table, and there is going to be a presentation for all of
the deacons soon.
If you need certain supplies for the church kitchen, please mark the paper that is posted on the refrigerator and put it in the Women’s Association mailbox.
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THE WELL IS HERE!
LENTEN MISSION PROJECT
During the Lenten season many people give something
up in remembrance of Christ’s sacrifice for us. The
Mission and Evangelism Committee would like to
challenge the congregation to give up an expensive
drink and replace it with water. As you drink the water
think of all the people in the world who don’t have easy
access to clean water.
The world doesn’t stand a chance without water. Clean
safe drinking water is scarce. Nearly 1 in 10 people in
developing countries lack access to clean

water.

One child dies every 90 seconds from water-borne illnesses. It is estimated 125 million hours worldwide, are
spent every day walking to sources of water.
The Presbyterian Mission Agency digs wells and
provides communities with hand pumps that provide
clean water for drinking, bathing, washing and
irrigation for an entire community. The cost of a well is
$1500. There will be a loose offering collected by the
children on March 12th and again on April 9th for a
well. Let’s help a village get a well!

“Music comes from an icicle as it melts, to live again
as spring water.”
—Henry Williamson

Relentless prayers
Are you reluctant to bring the same prayers to your heavenly Father over and over? Maybe you don’t want
to trouble God; after all, he already knows what you’re going to say. Plus, you’re not worthy to ask for
anything!
If those thoughts surround you, think about Patrick, Ireland’s patron saint. At 16, he was dragged from his
home to be a slave. Patrick tended sheep in the cold. Hungry and miserable, he begged God for mercy and
deliverance.
In his Confessio, Patrick recalls praying “a hundred times in the day and almost as many at night.” Without ceasing, he told God of his needs, wants, thanksgiving and confession. And God heard his prayers.
Pray relentlessly. God is always listening!
—MaryAnn Sundby
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Women’s Center of Beaver County, the only comprehensive domestic violence and sexual assault resource
center in Beaver County, has been working to help people live free from domestic violence and sexual assault
for 40 years. Last year alone, we provided shelter, transitional housing, counseling, and advocacy services to
over 1,800 children and adults. We continue to see a critical need for shelter, providing almost 6,000 nights of
shelter to 324 women and children. Our education and training staff presented educational programs to over
10,000 students, adults, and professionals. We would not be able to continue to provide these comprehensive, life saving services without the support of our community.
We are here 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Call our HELPLINE at (724) 775-0131
Thank you so much for thinking of the men, women and children we help here at the center!
Casey O'Donnell
Women's Center of Beaver County
P.O. Box 428
Beaver, PA 15009
724-775-2032
www.womenscenterbc.org

The month of March the Women’s Association
will be collecting donations for the Women's
Center. Please see the items needed and bring
them to church. There will be boxes in the
narthex to place your donations in.

WISH LIST 2017
Food Items
Shelter Needs (New Only)
Bakeware
Cleaning Supplies
Dish detergent
Drinking Glasses
Dryer sheets
Laundry bags-extra large
Laundry detergent pods
Paper towels
Pots & pans
Dish sets
Toilet paper
Trash bags-large clear
Ziploc bags-gallon size
Singe Sheet sets
Double Sheet sets
Crib sheets
Clorox wipes
Lysol spray
Hand Sanitizer
Batteries-all sizes

Juice
Coffee/Sugar/Creamer
Roasts, Chicken, Pork

P.O. Box 428
Beaver, PA 15009
724.775.2032
724.775.0131
www.womenscenterbc.org
Women’s Needs (New Only)

Children/Teens
Art & Craft Supplies/Kits
DVD movies (G or PG rated)
Fast food gift cards
Gift cards to local stores
iTunes gift cards
Jewelry
Hair accessories
Make up/Lip gloss
Sports equipment
Steelers/Penguins items
Wii games (rated E)/Remotes

Gift cards to local stores
Journals
Manicure sets/Nail polish
Make up
Hair Dryers
Straighteners
Ethnic Hair products
Sweatpants-M, LG. XL
T-shirts-M, LG, XL, 2XL
Umbrellas
Pocket Calendars
Puzzle Books
2 pocket folders

*All items in bold type are most urgently needed
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Sun

Mon

Wed

22
Friendship Group @ OUPC
F.E.A.S.T.-5:30-7:30 p

29
F.E.A.S.T.-5:30-7:30 p

3
World Day of Prayer

11

4

Fri

2

10

Thu

March 2017
Tue

1
ASH WEDNESDAY
Service @ 7:00 pm

9

6

18

Rachel Circle-12:45 p

28

NO F.E.A.S.T. THIS WEEK

8
Ruth Circle –Noon
F.E.A.S.T.-5:30-7:30 p

17

25

7
Leadership Training-5:30 p
Women’s Assoc.—6:30 p
Session Mtg.-7:00 p

24

16

Hand bells practice-6:30 p

20
Deborah Circle
No hand bells practice

27
Ohio UP hosting
Beaver-Butler Presbytery
Mtg.

21

15

23

31

13

30

14
Deacons Mtg.-6:30 p

Pastor Nick will be attending
The CREDO Conference the week of
March 13-18.
5
1ST SUNDAY IN LENT

12
2ND SUNDAY IN LENT
Communion Served
Special collection for
Lenten Mission Project

19
3RD SUNDAY IN LENT
Rev. Alan Adams preaching

26
4TH SUNDAY IN LENT
Deacon’s Fellowship Hour

No hand bells practice

Sat
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