March 2015

“Faith is not believing that
God can, but that God will.”
-Abraham Lincoln

“For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, for each tree is
known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thorn bushes, nor are grapes picked
from a bramble bush.” (Luke 6:43–44)
“By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my
disciples.” (John 15:8)
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5:22–23)

Spring is coming. It may not feel like it yet, but spring is coming. And with it comes the
preparation and planting of gardens. While we may not be able to get out into the gardens yet,
the planning for spring and summer has already begun. Tools are prepared. Seeds are
chosen. Garden layouts are planned. When we plant gardens we naturally expect that the
plants will bear fruit, providing sustenance for our bodies. We don’t plant gardens hoping not
to get any produce.
The garden metaphor is a profound description of the spiritual life throughout Scripture.
We are reminded that as disciples of Jesus Christ, we are like plants in a garden. We are
planted in order to grow, to mature and to bear fruit. It is by our fruits that we are identified—
the same is said in the botanical world. As followers and disciples of Jesus we should be
characterized—identified—by exhibiting the fruits of the Spirit in our lives.
The Lenten season corresponds well to the not-quite-winter, yet not-quite-spring season in which gardeners begin actively preparing for the planting season. It is a season of
reflection, looking back over the previous year to see what kind of fruit our lives bore. Did we
yield the fruit of the Spirit? Or did we yield the fruit of the flesh? (“sexual immorality, impurity,
sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions,
divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these.” Galatians 5:19–21) It is a season
of abandoning old habits of the flesh and adopting habits that lead to a greater yield of the
fruits of the Spirit. And what are some of these habits that clear out the weeds of the garden,
putting us in a posture of receptivity toward God? They are things such as prayer, the study
of Scripture, confession, worship, simplicity, solitude, self-examination, silence, fasting,
Sabbath, hospitality, spiritual direction, service. There are many more spiritual disciplines, but
these are a start. If you desire to find out more, experience some of these classical disciplines
and try to incorporate one or more into your daily life, I encourage you to join us for FEAST on
Wednesdays. I encourage you all to enter into a life of deeper intimacy with our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Nick
2

This year we are partnering with Concord
Presbyterian Church for our Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday services.

Wednesday 4/1-FEAST @ 5:30 pm
Maundy Thursday Service-will be
at the Concord Presbyterian Church in
Baden (2832 Conway Wallrose Road,
Baden, PA 15005) at 7:00 pm.

Good Friday Tennebrae ServiceOhio UP will be hosting this service at 7:30
pm. Please make our visitors welcome!

ORDER YOUR EASTER FLOWERS TODAY!!!
NAME________________________________________________________________________________
_______________Easter Lilies @$9.00 = ___________________
_______________Tulips @ $9.00 =____________________
______________________Total $ Due

FLOWER ORDERS ARE DUE BY MARCH 22ND

If paying by check, make payable to Ohio UP Church put “Easter Flowers” in the memo line.
In Honor of:____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
In Memory of:__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Given by:______________________________________________________________________________
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Birthdays
3 Scotty Cribbs
12 Libby Urick
14 Logan Gregory
16 Chuck Adamski
20 Frank Waryck
Ann Nolte
21 Jordan Ferrell

22
23
25
28
29

Kalyn Neville
Lenny Laird
Betty Solinski
Willa Kocher
Debbie Ceccarelli

Anniversaries
14 Chris & Angela Carnright

SAVE THE DATE

Sale
Of
Sales

(AND YOUR STUFF!)
FOR THE ANNUAL
SALE OF SALES
RUMMAGE SALE.
SATURDAY, MAY 30

Sunday, March 8th we welcome our
Class of 2017 Church Officers:
Elders:

Linda Duganich
Dorothy Elko
Paul Magee
Lynn Smith

Deacons: Diane Gennaro
Gina Arzberger*
Rudy Mihalik*
Sherri Murdoch*
*Newly ordained to the office

It’s not too late to reserve your space at
this year’s Women’s Retreat!
It will be held the weekend of
April 17-19
In a cabin at Deep Creek Maryland.
Contact Patti Strominger if you would
like more information. Her number is
724-495-2146 or you can email her at
pattistr@gmail.com
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DEACON MEETING HIGHTLIGHTS

Treasurer’s Report: Balance $3,857.40 as of 1/31/2015
Lunch Bunch: Tuesday, March 3rd at Noon, weather permitting.
Menu: Reuben sandwiches, potato soup, cookies and ice cream.
Activity: Easter craft
Friendship Group: Wednesday, March 25th at Noon at the church
Christian Education:
Wrote guidelines for the Youth Coordinator/Christian Education Director position.
Prayer Partners kick-off event will be March 22nd after church. Bowling night was suggested. Need new directors for Vacation Bible School. A new state law that takes effect
July 1st requires clearances for all adult church volunteers.
Property Committee:
The committee approved the architect to do work at the church. Mulch from the tree
that came down is piled behind the bus to be used in the spring around the church. Discussed handicapped parking improvements. Discussed the recycle bins at the church
because members have complained that they take up prime parking spots; noted that
they no longer generate any funds.
New Business:
 Deacons distributed gift cards and helped a family with their heating oil expense.
 Frozen meals that are labeled, dated, and can be microwaved are in the church freezer to distribute as needed.
 Deacon meetings start time in March and April will be changed to 7:00 because of
Lenten FEAST, February 25th-April 1st, 5:30-7:00.

EASTER HAS COME TO THE BOOKSTORE!
When was the last time you visited the Ohio UP Bookstore?
Stop in today and browse the selection of Lenten and Easter
books, cards for all occasions, Bibles, and other Christian
books. Everything is discounted and organized by topic.
If you have any questions, you can speak with bookstore
manager, Dorothy Elko.
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE?
By Ella Mae Spieker
Can you believe that two months of 2015 have gone by? According to the groundhog we only
have three more weeks of cold weather. (We will see!)
Here are the answers to the February quiz.
1) F 2) H 3) J 4) L 5) A 6) D 7) I 8) B 9) K 10) G 11) C 12) E

THEY HEARD VOICES
1. What New Testament character was the “voice crying in the wilderness”? (Mark 1:3) _______________
2. What blind father recognized Jacob’s voice but was deceived by his glove-covered hands?
(Genesis 27:22)_________________
3. Who heard a voice that said “Write down what you see”? (Proverbs 1:10)__________________________
4. Where did God speak to Moses in a voice like thunder? (Exodus 19:19)_______________________
5. What barren woman moved her lips in prayer but made no sound? (I Sam. 1:13) _________________
6. Which Gospel mentions the voice of Rachel, weeping for her children? (Matt. 2:18) ________________
7. Who said, “Is that your voice, David my son?” I Sam. 26:17) ____________________________
8. What apostle addressed the Pentecost crowd in a loud voice? (Acts 2:14) ____________________
9. What was the problem of the ten men who called to Jesus in loud voices, begging him for mercy?
(Luke 17:13)_______________________
10, Who heard the “still, small voice” of God? (I Kings 19:12)____________________________
11. What criminal did the people of Jerusalem cry out for in loud voices? (Luke 23:18) __________________
12. Who heard God speaking out of a whirlwind? (Job 38:1) ___________________

Happy Spring! Remember to Spring Forward on March 8th!!!
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Partnering with Aliquippa Impact

Many generous organizations and individuals
make it possible for Aliquippa Impact (AI) to
reach out to children and their families. One
such benefactor is the Grable Foundation.




Aliquippa Impact
A.M.P. (Aliquippa
Mission Programs)
Campus Crusade for Christ
International-Pacific Islands
Christians United in
Beaver County
Church Army-Aliquippa/
Uncommon Grounds Café
Manna

Growing up in Medina, Ohio, Joel Repic
attended Covenant Word Fellowship with his
family. When the Repics moved to Pennsylvania they kept in touch with the congregation. Hearing about Joel’s new ministry,
The Grable Foundation was founded in 1976 Aliquippa Impact, the church decided to ofby Minnie Grable. She and her family were fer support financially and through prayer.
committed to promoting the education of
youth. Now the foundation is run by 7 trus- According to John Avallone, a member of
tees, mostly members of the Grable family, Covenant Word for 26 years, “We support
who fund programs and organizations that
Aliquippa Impact because it ministers to chilimprove the lives of children in the Pittsdren. They provide a safe haven for kids and
burgh region. The foundation has supposed try to turn kids’ lives around through educaAI’s summer program since 2010. Tracey
tion, mentoring, and ministering with God’s
Reed-Armant, a program associate at the
word. Aliquippa has been an oppressed area
Grable Foundation who works with grantees, for a number of years-lots of issues, lots of
visited AI’s summer program this year. She ills there that capture children at an early
says, “I was really impressed with the level of age. The emphasis is to try to show them
dedication of the staff of AI and the fact that that there are other alternatives and with
people had moved to the Aliquippa area to be God in their lives they are not destined to a
part of the organization. Families actually
very difficult and tough life.”
relocated from different places throughout
John played an important role in organizing
the country, not just our local area, to be
Aliquippa Impact’s board. About 7 years ago
part of Aliquippa Impact.”
Joel invited John to serve as a board memTwenty six years ago a group of people com- ber. At the time that John accepted Joel’s
mitted to studying the Bible and praying to- invitation, the board was going through a
gether on Sunday mornings created a nonperiod of transition. Some members were
denominational church called Covenant
leaving as others were joining. Six months
Word Fellowship in Medina, Ohio. Here
into his role, John noticed the board was not
members followed precept bible studies,
functioning smoothly. He spoke with Joel
which emphasized a personal study of the
about this concern. Knowing that John had
Bible and coming to understand God’s word experience with corporate organization, he
through observation, interpretation, and
asked him if he would consider being chairapplication of the text. The church’s mission man of the board. John agreed and set out to
is to help people grow in their relationship
make some changes. First, he turned his
with Jesus Christ by understanding God’s
attention to the board’s organization. John
word and applying what they learn in the
says, “The focus I had then was really getting
text to their lives.
the board with a full sway of members because we didn’t have enough. So we recruit-









Meals on Wheels
M.H.Y. Family Services
McCormack Foundation
Presbyterian Frontier
Fellowship
Salvation Army
Wycliffe Bible
Translators
Young Life

ed some people and basically had more of an
organizational structure. I was chairman, we
had a vice-chairman, a secretary, a treasurer,
and so we started to function much more
directly with the ministry in terms of providing guidance and direction.”
John also believed that Aliquippa Impact
needed a business manager-someone to run
the day-to-day operations of the ministry. At
the time Joel was the executive director, but
his heart was really into the ministry aspects
of AI rather than the organization’s management. To give Joel a greater opportunity to
work directly with ministry, the board hired
Steve Rossi as a full-time business manager.
About a year later Joel became more involved with pastoral duties at his church, and
although he was still very much involved
with Aliquippa Impact, he felt that he should
give up his position as executive director.
So, Joel moved out of the position and Steve
filled his place.
John also suggested that AI needed a more
automated and timely method of producing
newsletters as well as a webpage so people
could easily make donations. Both of these
suggestions led to more change for the organization. John has since retired from the
board, but the changes he made have
strengthened AI’s ministry.
The support of Joel’s childhood parish, and
parishioner, John Avallone’s efforts on the
board have furthered AI’s mission to
foster hope in Aliquippa.
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PRAYER PARTNERS STUDENT SIGN UP FORM
Prayer Partners is an opportunity to bridge generations in our church through one-on-one relationships. School-age students, Kindergarten
through 12th grade, will be partnered with
adult volunteers from our congregation. The
Partners will get to know each other through
Prayer Partner organized events and other
fellowship times. Prayer Partners pray for each other, send letters and cards, and can
even meet outside the church and do fun things like feed the ducks at Hopewell Park,
go out for ice cream, or even help water the flowers outside the church! If you are a
student who is interested, please fill out the form below and return it to the church
office no later than March 6th. If you have any questions, please contact Kortney
Marlatt (360) 927-3705; kortneymdm@gmail.com.
MARCH 22 IS THE FIRST PRAYER PARTNERS KICK-OFF EVENT AT THE CHURCH

--------------------------------------------------------------YES, I WANT TO SIGN UP FOR PRAYER PARTNERS!!!
STUDENT NAME:_______________________________________________
AGE:_________________________
GRADE:______________________

A Potluck of People
Many congregations enjoy gathering for potluck dinners-meals
largely unplanned, when people bring food to share. Usually,
the main dishes, salads and desserts balance out. The fun is
the variety mixing together on a plate and the surprise factor
of what’s contributed.
Churches and communities-even families-are potlucks of a
sort, too. When groups assemble, each person contributes
something unique and sometimes unexpected. When all is mixed together, the whole
is truly greater than the sum of the parts. A beautiful balance often results: One is a
good singer, the other writes well; some are strong leaders, others dependable team
members; some are traditional, others innovative. Together, it’s delicious!
Potlucks are sometimes called covered-dish dinners. But don’t keep your gifts
“covered”! Share them because you’re a valued part of the whole.
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Please give generously!

The Women’s Association is sponsoring a Women & Children “Shower” of goods to
benefit the Women’s Center of Beaver County. Below is their WISH LIST of items needed.
Collection boxes will be in
the Narthex all month
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP SALE
We will be selling quart jars of homemade Chicken Noodle Soup for
$6.50 each on Sunday, March 15th after worship If you would like to
pre-order soup, call or e-mail the church office with your name and
how many quarts you would like to purchase. The proceeds will
benefit the Building Fund.

LUNCH BUNCH
Lunch Bunch will meet on Tuesday, March 10th at Noon-a change of
date due to the icy forecast for March 3rd.
Anyone 50 and older is welcome to attend.
The menu this month will be: Reuben sandwiches, potato soup, cookies
and ice cream. An Easter craft is planned for after lunch. Sign up with
the bulletin insert or call the church office to reserve your spot.

LENTEN FEAST CONTINUES
Dates: 3/4 – 4/1

Time: 5:30 – 7pm

Why: To spend time as a church family in fellowship through eating a
meal together.
Who: All are invited. We will have childcare up to 5th grade.
All others are encouraged to join in the study after dinner.
What We Will Be Studying: We are continuing our study of Spiritual
Disciplines. You do not need to have attended FEAST previously.

PHOTO DIRECTORY CORRECTIONS
We have noticed a couple of mistakes in the new photo directory we wanted to
make you aware of. If you have already received your new directory please make
the following changes: The home phone number for the Dameron’s is 724-375-5821.
A better number is Wendy’s cell number 412-260-7111. The Dicicco phone number is
724-375-1464. If you notice any other corrections needed please contact the
church office. If you have not picked up a directory, the remaining ones have been
corrected. If you did not receive a directory for having your photo taken, but would
like to purchase one, there are a limited number available for the discounted price of
$5. See Dorothy Elko in the choir room after worship to purchase a copy.

MANNA
Ohio UP is serving the meal at MANNA again on Tuesday, March 17th. Volunteers are
needed to provide 9x13 sheet cakes, and to serve and clean up after the meal.
Speak with Sallie Alviani or Cherryl Lachowicz for more information. You can also sign
up with the insert in the Sunday
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KID’S PAGE
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March 2015
Thu

Fri

7

Wed

6
World Day of Prayer

14

Tue

5
Choir-7:00p

13

Mon
4
FEAST-5:30p
Deacons-7:00p

12
Choir-7:00 p

21

Sun
2
Hand bells-6:30 p

11
FEAST-5:30 p

20

3

1
Fellowship Mtg. after
worship

10
Lunch Bunch @ Noon
Session Mtg.-7:00 p

19
Choir-7:00 p

28

15
Soup Sale
Property Mtg. after chrch
Presbytery Leadership
Training Event 2:30 p

Women’s Assoc.-6:30 p

8

9
Hand bells-6:30 p

18
FEAST-5:30 p

27

Minute for MissionAliquippa Impact
16

17
Ohio UP Serving at
MANNA

26
Choir-7:00 p

31

FEAST-5:30 p

24
25
B-B Presbytery Mtg.-6:00 Friendship Group-noon

30
Hand bells-6:30 p

23
Hand bells-6:30 p

22
Prayer Partner Kick-off

29

Sat
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