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Dear Friends,
It never ceases to amaze me how we humans are so prone to offering “unholy fire”
before the Lord as did Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus 10:1-3). We are so prone to thinking that
our ideas and actions are “good enough” and that God “ought” to be pleased and accept
whatever attention we bother to give Him and in whatever manner. We seem to shrug at the
warning in Hebrews 10:31 which states, “It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hand of the living
God.” And Jesus’ own words of instruction to the woman at the well that we are to worship
God “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:21-24) hardly seem to register or raise so much as in
inquisitive eyebrow of introspection to query our own soul’s faithfulness and obedience. Yes,
we humans are very prone to wanting to satisfy ourselves rather than God’s will, especially if
any degree of sacrifice or suffering is involved – yet, we want to maintain the pretense, at least
to ourselves, that we indeed are faithful and true.
Was this not Jesus’ chief complaint about the Pharisees? They had an outward appearance of devotion to God, but in reality it was devotion to self, to one’s own self-worth, to one’s
own ego and pride. Jesus’ story of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector at prayer in the Temple
courts is but one illustration of this (Luke 18:9-14) and we do well to place ourselves in the
role of the Pharisees and question our own hearts and motives whenever we read the Gospels
devotionally.
But just as there are warnings as to what we are not to do and how we are not to
behave, so there are many injunctions throughout Scripture as to what we should do. Not
only are these “should-s,” but they are avenues to blessings from God. Look at the Beatitudes
that mark the opening of “The Sermon On the Mount” (Matthew 5:1-12) and Jesus’ use of the
word “blessed” over and over again. Do you want to live a blessed life? The answer is right
there. This is what God promises to bless. Yet we are prone like Cain to go off in a pouting
funk (Genesis 4:3-7) because our hearts are really not into doing what God wants us to do,
despite all of God’s instructions, warnings and encouragements throughout Scripture.
Let us not keep this just on the personal level, though. But as the Church, whether we
are thinking of a local congregation or a denomination, which is an affiliation of congregations
sharing common traditions, histories and values as well as bureaucracies, or as all Christians
everywhere around the globe, there are certain things we “should” be doing if we wish to
realize God’s blessing upon us. The first thing that comes to mind is The Great Commission:
All authority in Heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
(Matthew 28:18-20a)
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(Rev. Powell’s article concluded)

That is pretty clear and straightforward. And Paul gives us an “amen” in Romans 10
where he bears his heart’s concern for the unsaved:
How, then, can they call on the One they have not believed in? And how can
they believe in the One of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear
without someone preaching to them? And how can they preach unless they are
sent? (vv. 14-15a)
Studies in sociology, psychology and related sciences that observe human
behavior can be informative and helpful in our work with people, but they are not the
means of salvation. If we want our Church to be blessed by God, then we need to risk
appearing foolish in the eyes of the world and unbelievers and “preach Christ crucified”
(I Corinthians 1:23), for Jesus said, “But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men to myself.” (John 12:32) This is our primary duty, to proclaim Jesus
Christ and to glorify Him. May we keep this truth before us, not only during this
Lenten Season, but through all of life, and in so doing realize God’s blessing which this
world cannot counterfeit or take from us.
In Christ’s Love,
Rev. Powell

Easter is Timeless
Easter is a moveable feast, falling any time between March 22 and April 25 on the
Gregorian calendar. At a meeting of bishops in 325 A.D., Easter Sunday was set as
the first Sunday after the first full moon following the northern hemisphere’s vernal
equinox. (Though the equinox can fall on March 19, 20 or 21, the church fixed
March 21 as this date.)
Over the years, branches of the church differed on the precise date for Easter,
finally reaching agreement in the late 700s. Since 1582, however, when the
Western Church adopted the Gregorian calendar while the Eastern Church retained
the Julian one, the timing of Easter has sometimes varied between the two.
Such computations are interesting but pale in light of the ultimate assurance that
for Christians, every day is truly Easter. Christ’s tomb is empty! Jesus defeated
death! Whenever we worship, we celebrate resurrection. Date-bound by earthly
calendars, the Feast of the Resurrection, by heaven’s rendering, is eternal.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

NEW CLASS BEGINS!
The Wednesday night bible
study class, lead by Jim
Novacek, just finished the
first 8 chapters of the Westminster Confession of Faith
which deal mainly with the
Triune God. The next several chapters in the
Confession deal with Salvation. To try to tie
what they just finished studying to what is
coming next in the Confession they will take
an interlude to conduct a study on the
gospel based on R.C. Sproul’s book Getting
the Gospel Right. As Sproul explains, unity in
the gospel touches the soul of the church itself
and all of its members. “To be faithful to the
Great Commission”, writes Sproul, “we must
get the gospel right.”
This study will begin the first Wednesday in
March and will continue throughout the
month of March on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
in the church library. Everyone is welcome to
join this bible study.
NEW HAND BELL RINGERS NEEDED!
Shirley is in need of three
new bell ringers to join
the Gospbells Hand bell
choir. The hand bell
choir practices on
Monday evenings at 6:30
pm. The ability to read
music is helpful, but is
not required. Speak with
Shirley Fluharty after
worship if you are
interested.

LUNCH BUNCH
Lunch Bunch will be March
5th at Noon. It is a ministry
of the Deacons for anyone in
the congregation age 50+.
The menu this month will be
potato soup, chicken salad
on croissants and cake for
dessert. Bingo will be played after the meal.
To sign up, fill out the insert in the bulletin or
call the church office.
CONGRATULATIONS NICHOLAS!
Congratulations to
Nicholas Barth. Nicholas
was selected to represent
Hopewell in the Jr. High
District Chorus on
February 1st and to
represent Hopewell in the
County Math Counts competition on February
9th at Geneva College.
CONGRATULATIONS TO
KEITH MURDOCH!
Boy Scout Troop 486
& the Murdoch Family
Requests the Honor of Your
Presence at the Eagle Scout
Court of Honor Ceremony
of Keith Murdoch.
March 2, 2013 at 3:00 pm.
Ohio UP Church.

BOY SCOUT FUNDRAISER
Boy Scout Troop 486 will
be holding a spaghetti
fundraiser on Sunday
March 10, 2013 from
11:30 – 2:30 at the Ohio
UP Church to raise funds
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS
for their trip to Summer
Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March
Camp and the 2013
10th! Make sure to set your National Jamboree in Beckley, WV.
clocks an hour ahead before The cost is $8 for Adults and $4 for Children
you go to bed Saturday night! 4 – 12, Kids under 4 eat for Free.
With the time change we
NEW ADDRESS
know that Spring is just
Adam & Alissa Tolfa have
around the
moved. Their new address is:
corner!
10347 E. Danwood Way
Tuscon, AZ 85747
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March

3
12
15
16
20
22
23
25
28
29

Scotty Cribbs
Libby Urick
Daniel Nolte
Chuck Adamski
Frank Waryck
Ann Nolte
Kalyn Neville
Lenny Laird
Betty Solinski
Willa Kocher
Debbie Ceccarelli

Greetings to you from Beaver County Christian School!
We are pleased to invite you and your congregation to
attend an informational meeting at the Uncommon
Grounds Café in Aliquippa on March 4, 2013, from 6:308:30 pm.
For over 40 years, BCCS has worked hard to provide a
quality education for children of Christian parents in the
Beaver County area. A Christian worldview, a passion
for glorifying God, a heart for children and teenagers,
and a commitment to partnering with church and home
to impact students in their formative years have together
produced nearly 700 graduates who are “Biblically
Grounded for Life.”
The meeting on March 4th at Uncommon Grounds Café
will provide information on scholarships, transportation
and the enrollment process.
If you know of anyone who might be interested in learning more, we would invite you to share the event details
with them.
Please feel free to contact our Admissions Director if you
have any questions or concerns:
Rose McChesney
724-714-8140
bccs.rose.mcchesney@gmail.com
or visit www.beavercountychristian.org to learn more
about BCCS.

DATE

LITURGIST

NURSERY

JR. CHURCH

3/3

Dorothy Elko

Barb Tackac

Gina Arzberger

3/10

Linda Duganich

Barb Corsi

Karen Barth

GREETERS

Donna Olexick
&

3/17

Harriet Kulha

Holly DiCicco

Joe Glatz

3/24

Chuck Adamski

Sherri Murdoch

Kristen Nan

3/31

Joe Glatz

?

Family Sunday
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Local & International
Missions Supported by
Ohio UP Church - 2013:
Aliquippa Impact
A.M.P. (Aliquippa Mission
Programs)
Campus Crusade for Christ
International-Pacific Islands

Spotlight on:

Christians United in
Beaver County

The McCormack Foundation
To learn more about the McCormack Foundation visit their
website @ www.panamamccormackfoundation.com
Dear Friends at Ohio UP Church:
Thank you very much for your generous support of the Thomas L.
and Linda J. McCormack Foundation.
The goal of the McCormack Foundation is to improve the quality of
life for hardworking individuals and families living in Panama with a concentration on breast cancer survivors. The Foundation develops direct
personal knowledge of the circumstances of each person and family helped,
to ensure that your donation is put to work immediately in a way that will
change lives.
During this trip to Panama Tom has been concentrating on fitting
donated prostheses on people who have lost legs. To date over 40 people
have been fitted with leg
prostheses.
Sincerely,
Thomas L. McCormack

M*H*Y

Church Army-Aliquippa/
Uncommon Grounds Café
Manna
Meals on Wheels
M.H.Y. Family Services
McCormack Foundation
Presbyterian Frontier
Fellowship
Salvation Army
Wycliffe Bible Translators
Young Life

Note from Missions Committee: Remember, if you
would like part of your offering to go to the missions
that we support, you must specify the amount on your
offering envelope under "Mission Fund."

to learn more about MHY Family Services visit
their website at mhyfamilyservices.org

FAMILY SERVICES
Dear Ohio UP Church,
Thank you for your recent donation.
For 135 years MHY Family Services has been meeting the needs of at-risk
youth. Providing treatment to children who have undergone traumatic experiences and providing them with residential, community-based and educational services will put
them on the path to a better tomorrow.
With your support, our community’s most vulnerable youth are able to have access to the care and
guidance they need to transition to a more positive path through life. Friends like you make it
possible for MHY Family Services to provide Sanctuary for the journey.
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SPRING COVERED DISH DINNER
& AUCTION OF GOODS & SERVICES
Circle March 23rd on your calendars!
That’s the date for the Spring Covered Dish Dinner and Auction of Goods
and Services which benefits the Building Fund.
The dinner will begin at 6:00 pm. Please bring a side dish or dessert to
share-meat, bread and beverages will be provided.
The dinner will be followed by an auction of new or gently used items or
services, that have been donated by the congregation. You do not need to
donate an item or service to attend the auction. There will also be specialty baskets for a silent auction. The baskets will be available for bidding
on Sunday morning the 24th during the fellowship hour after worship.
Watch for a sign up sheet in the bulletin for the dinner and donations.

If you have any questions, you can speak with a member of the Property/
Vision Committee: Patti Strominger, Eric Nan, Jeff Barth, Paul Magee,
Vanessa Augspurger, Sharon Neville
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MARCH IS
BABY
SHOWER
MONTH!
What does this mean?
Each March, the Women’s Association sponsors a “Baby Shower” for the Sunset Gap
Community Center Thrift Shop in Cosby, Tennessee. The following are some of the
items that you can donate:
Receiving blankets, crib blankets & sheets, sleepers, undershirts, gowns,
socks, booties, sweaters, cloth diapers, clothing, pacifiers, bottles and nipples, diaper bags, teething toys.
Any other items you think can be used are also accepted, but please do not include baby
food since it weighs too much to mail. We also accept gently used baby clothes.
A basket has been placed in the Narthex for your donations. Monetary donations will
also be accepted. Make checks payable to the Women’s Association.
About Sunset Gap Community Center: The Center is located in Cosby, TN in a the
Appalachian Mountains. It is a community with low incomes and a very high rate of
unemployment. The Community Center is incorporated as a non-profit organization to
continue its program as a ministry
of the Presbyterian Church, USA.
Visit the Sunset Gap Community
Center website for more
information about their ministry:
www.sunsetgapcc.weebly.com
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2nd Life Prom Dress Sale

In The Story of the Easter Robin
(Zonderkidz), Dandi Daley Mackall
retells an old Pennsylvania Dutch tale of
the robin’s compassion as he witnessed
Jesus’ death.
On Good Friday, a plain brown robin flying
over Jerusalem was curious about the
“nest” atop Jesus’ head. When the bird
realized it was a crown of thorns, he tried
to dislodge it. As the robin pulled out a
long thorn from Jesus’ forehead, a drop of
blood landed on the bird’s breast, staining
it red. Now the robin’s red breast is a
symbol of Jesus’ loving sacrifice, and the
robin’s early-spring song is a reminder of
Jesus’ joyful resurrection.

New and Gently Worn Prom
Dress - $20.00 each
When?
Saturday, 3/16
9:00-1:00 pm
Where?
Cranberry Community
United Presbyterian Church
2662 Rochester Rd., Cranberry Twp. PA
Phone: 724-776-5310
Free Admission!
Indoor waiting line starts forming upstairs at
8:00 am. Coffee for sale from 8:00-9:00 am
Accepted forms of payment: cash, check,
Visa MC or Discover
You can also donate your dresses and
accessories at the church’s office thru 3/15

AS OF:

CURRENT BALANCE
IN FUND:

2/24

$11,799.30

Your Pastor Nominating Committee:
Jim Novacek
Bob Hurni
Dianne Kanitra
Chuck Adamski
Eleanor Pike
Lynn Smith
Betty Solinski
Sharon Neville
Please continue to keep them and their families in your prayers as
they work through the process of finding your next installed pastor.
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Easter Week Schedule
Palm Sunday Worship followed by a Fellowship Luncheon
Maundy Thursday Service w/ Communion by Intinction at 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday Worship at 10:00 am

Order Your Easter Lilies & Tulips Today!
Cost? $9.00 each
Orders may be placed by filling out the insert in the bulletin,
by calling or emailing the church office by Monday, March
18th or by mailing in this form. Please include the following
information printed clearly so I don’t misspell someone’s
name!
In honor or memory of__________________________
In honor or memory of__________________________
In honor or memory of__________________________
In honor or memory of__________________________
Given by____________________________________
#/Type of flower(s): Easter lilies __________
Tulips___________
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Mon

26

19

Session @ 7:00 p

12

Women’s Assoc. @ 6:30

5
Lunch Bunch @ Noon

Tue

Thu

7
Ladies Ensemble 6:30
Choir 7:00
14
Rachel Circle
Ladies Ensemble 6:30
Choir 7 :00
21

27

Maundy Thursday
Service @ 7:00

28

Ladies Ensemble 6:30
Choir 7:00

Ladies Ensemble 6:30
Choir 7:00

20

13
Ruth Circle

Deacons Mtg. @ 6:30p
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Wed

March 2013
Sun

4
Open Forum on seismic
testing in Hopewell
4:00 pm @ Twp. building

March is
Baby
Shower
Month!
3
Called Session Mtg.
after worship

11

25

18

10
Fellowship/
Membership mtg. after
worship
Troop spaghetti dinner
11:30-2:30
17

24 Palm Sunday
Fellowship luncheon

31 Happy Easter!

1

Fri

2

Sat

22

15

8

30

23
Vision/Property
Sponsored
Dinner Auction 6:00

16

9

Keith Murdoch Eagle
Court of Honorcongregation invited
3:00 pm

29
Good Friday
Office Closed
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