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God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of man’s mind. Human
thought ascribes to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But
God reveals His love in Jesus Christ by showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful men.
The power of God’s love in Christ to transform the world discloses that the
Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all things to serve the purpose
of His love.
-The Confession of 1967

This statement comes from one
of the confessions of our church,
the PC(USA). It is a good beginning in trying to articulate the
mystery of God’s goodness and
love. It is a mystery that God
continually seeks rebellious humanity. We have done nothing
to deserve this great mercy and
there is nothing inherent in our
sinful natures that is acceptable
to God. Yet, He keeps pursuing.
Praise be to God that He does,
for without His sovereign love,
we would be completely cut off
from all love, truth and life.

moments in prayer, throughout
the Lenten season, asking the
Holy Spirit to transform us more
and more into Christ’s likeness,
so we may be a people of servanthood, bearing our crosses
each day as we follow Christ,
and reaching out to our neighbors-regardless of who they arein love. I know if we do this, if
we continually pray each day for
the Holy Spirit to empower us
and strengthen us, we will grow
closer and closer to our Redeemer and we will experience
abundant life. As we grow closer, we will realize that we have
been holding ourselves back
from the full lives God desires us
to live in Him.

As we come to the end of the
Lenten season and as Easter
greets us at the end of the
month, my prayer is that we
would spend a little extra time
Grace and peace,
meditating upon God’s gracious
and sovereign love. My prayer
is that we would spend an extra Pastor Nick
few moments in prayer, thanking
God for His power, wisdom and
love. My prayer is that we all
would also spend an extra few
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Encouragement Box
I am working to put together an encouragement box
for Rachel Widdersheim. She is the high school librarian who recently had a miscarriage, she was expecting
twins. It is difficult to imagine the grief that she is
experiencing, especially as these would have been her
first children. If anyone would like to contribute a letter or card of encouragement, or
something they feel would be encouraging/uplifting to her (I.e. A book you have found
encouraging as you worked through grief, tea/coffee/sweets/blanket for days she may
need warmth, etc). I want to let her know that she is not alone and has people thinking of
her and praying for her, even if we may not know her. I would like to have the items collected by March 6, and then Lynn Smith will be taking the box to Rachel. If anyone has any
questions about whether they can include something or about the encouragement box
please feel free to contact Cate Colesar at 814-577-4939 or email caterhone@yahoo.com

Birthdays in March
3 Scotty Cribbs
11 Kevin Byer
12 Libby Urick
13 Scott Neville
14 Logan Gregory
15 Daniel Nolte
16 Chuck Adamski,
Rich Palmer
20 Frank Waryck

March/April Volunteers
March 6
Holly DiCicco
March 13
Gina Arzberger
March 20
Brittany Smith
March 27
Shannon Bruno
April 3
Kortney Marlatt
April 10
Wendy Dameron
April 17
Sharon Neville
April 24
Barb Corsi

20 Ann Nolte
21 Jordan Ferrell
22 Kalyn Neville
Ellen Paul
23 Lenny Laird
25 Betty Solinski
28 Willa Kocher
29 Debbie Ceccarelli
Anniversaries in March
22 Chuck & Janice Adamski

March/April Volunteers
March 6
Wendy Dameron
March 13
Joe Glatz
March 20
Michelle Sebastian
March 27
Family Sunday
April 3
Kristin Nan
April 10
Amy Muslin
April 17
Chris & Kristy Otto
April 24
Kristi Lucas

March Volunteers
March 6
Danny Palmer
March 13
Lynn Smith
March 20
Betty Solinski
March 27
Rayna Knox

We’re Fishing for Supplies for VBS!
Toilet paper tubes
 Paper towel tubes
 2 liter plastic pop bottles (clean)
 Bright colored curly ribbon
 Bright colored tissue paper
 Bright colored pool noodles
 Large boxes or pieces of cardboard or corrugated board


Bring supplies to church and place in the marked box in the narthex

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

DEBORAH CIRCLE
The Deborah Circle will meet this month on Monday, March 21st at 6:30 at the home of Kristen Nan.
To find out more information or to get directions to
Kristen’s house, call her at 724-375-3093 or email
her at ericnanfamily103@comcast.net.
TRINITY CHOIR CONCERT
The Trinity Choir is celebrating their 70th anniversary this year! They will be
performing a concert at Ohio UP Church on Wednesday, March 16th at 7:00
pm. The concert is entitled “One Lord One Faith” by Randy Vader and Jay
Rouse. “One Lord One Faith" is a dynamic service of choir-led worship effectively combining different musical styles to call all of Christ's Body to adoration.
WOMEN’S CENTER OF BEAVER COUNTY
They greatly appreciate the generosity of donors as
most women and children come into the Shelter with
very little. Due to storage restrictions, they cannot
accept clothing, televisions, stoves, refrigerators, and
computers. Please see the complete list of Wish List
items on page 3 of this newsletter. Gina Arzberger will have a table set up in
the narthex during the month of March to collect your donated items and
also monetary donations. If writing a check, it can be made out to the
Women’s Center of Beaver County.
WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION MEETINGS
The Women’s Association of Ohio UP Church holds monthly meetings on the
first Tuesday of each month. These meetings are open to all women of the
church, not just for board members. Come and learn about the many ministries of Ohio UP that are run by the Women’s Association and how you can
get involved. The next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 1st at 6:30 pm in
the library.
DEACON’S FELLOWSHIP HOUR
The deacons will be hosting a fellowship hour on Sunday, March 20th (Palm
Sunday), immediately following worship. They will be serving hard boiled
eggs, muffins and fruit.
PASTOR NICK’S ISRAEL TRIP PRESENTATION
Pastor Nick will be sharing his experiences and photos
of his recent trip to Israel following the fellowship
hour, so make sure to stay after worship for this fun
and informative presentation.

This year’s Women’s Retreat will be held at a lodge in
the Pennsylvania wilds. It is approximately 2 hour from
Hopewell. It will be held April 15th to the 17th. This is not
the place we originally planned to stay. The lodge close
to Moraine was sold, and is not being rented. That was a
big disappointment, but the new place has a lot to offer,
including 18 bedrooms, and 9 bathrooms!
The Women’s Retreat is for all women of the church. It is a special time to get to know each
other better. During the weekend we have Bible Study, work together on a mission project, do
a craft, and spend lots of time talking and laughing. Oh, did I forget, we also have lots of good
food to eat.
Even though the locations is a little further from Pittsburgh than originally planned and probably
not feasible for a day trip, you can still choose to come for one night or two.
The one thing about this location is that they do charge a per person charge for more than 10
people. They are asking for a head count by the middle of March.
Once a list of those attending is formulated we will do meal planning for the weekend, and will
let you know if there is anything you can contribute. The cost of the retreat will depend on the
number of women attending. The cost will also be adjusted if you are just coming for the day,
or spending the whole weekend. The approximate cost for the whole weekend is $140.00.
We had a preregistration last fall, and have a number of women already signed up. There is
plenty of room for more. In order to save on paper if you are able to attend please phone or
email me. My home phone number is 724-495-2146. My email is pattistr@gmail.com.

EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM
GIVEN BY:___________________________________________________
IN MEMORY OF:______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF:________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
I would like to order _______ Easter lilies @ $8.75 each=$________________
I would like to order _______ Tulips @ $8.50 each=$________________
Total due $___________________ Make checks payable to Ohio UP Church w/ “Easter flowers”
in the memo line.
The deadline to place your order is Monday, March 14th..
You can mail this order form into the church with your payment or place it in the offering plate.

REQUESTED RECIPES
Overnight Egg Dish
- Bev Abate
9 thick slices or one good size loaf Italian
bread, cut off crusts and cube up
12 oz shredded cheddar cheese
1 cup ham (optional)
½ cup melted butter
6 eggs beaten
¾ tsp dry mustard
3 cups whole milk
Salt and pepper to taste
Spray 9 x 13” pan with cooking spray.
Place cubed up bread in pan. Drizzle butter
over bread. Spread cheese and ham over bread.
In separate bowl, mix eggs, dry mustard, milk, salt and pepper. Pour over mixture in pan.
Cover and refrigerate overnight.
When ready to bake, preheat oven to 350oF.
Cover pan with foil and bake 50 minutes at 350oF, uncover and bake additional 10 minutes or
until knife inserted is clean. Let stand a few minutes before serving.

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIES
Recipe shared by Melissa Byer

1 cup of dark brown sugar
1/2 cup of white sugar
1 stick of margarine (softened)
1 stick of butter (softened)
2 eggs
1 tsp baking soda
2 tsp of vanilla (yes, I use more than
usual)
1 tsp of salt
2 1/4 cups of flour
1 package of chocolate chips
Bake at 375 for about 13 minutes a
pan. This may differ for some since I make very large cookies. I do not cool mine on a
rack, I cool them on aluminum foil.
If the cookies spread out too much, you can add a little more flour to the dough-should
be the consistency of peanut butter.

February 2016 DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Correspondence: 11 cards were sent out last month.
Lunch Bunch: Tuesday, May 3rd at the church.
Friendship Group: Wednesday, March 30th at the church. Lasagna and salad.
After Church Fellowship: Palm Sunday, March 20th. Muffins, hard boiled eggs, fruit.
Home communion will be the afternoons of March 14-16th. Please call the church if
you’d like to be scheduled.
We will host a cookie and punch reception after the Trinity Choir Concert on March
16th.

Session Meeting Highlights-February


Spent time discussing the vision of Ohio UP Church jointly with Deacons. Asked the question, what is God calling this congregation to be? Also
asked the question, what do we think God wants this congregation to emphasize in the next 3-5 years?



Received reports from committees



Instituted a consent agenda format for meetings for receiving committee
reports



No new business

We will be joining with our brothers and sisters in Christ from Concord
Presbyterian Church in Baden again this year for our Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday services.
†

Maundy Thursday @ Ohio UP Church at 7:00 pm

†

Good Friday @ Concord Presbyterian Church, Baden at 7:00 pm

†

Community Good Friday Tenebrae Service sponsored by GAMA (Greater
Aliquippa Ministerial Association) @ Ohio UP Church at Noon.

†

Easter Sunday Service @ 10:00 am NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES!

Taking up the cross
That’s her cross to bear,” it’s said of someone’s hardship or inconvenience. The challenge might
be as serious as poverty or as trivial as crabby neighbors. However, when Jesus called people to
“take up their cross,” he didn’t mean it that way. Nor was he referring to anyone imposing suffering on another.
When Jesus said, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me” (Matthew 16:24 and parallels), he spoke of a radical new way to engage a society that more often called people to take up swords and fight for self-preservation. He
called people to peace, not violence — and from being self-focused to following him.
That is also Jesus’ call today. The cross isn’t a euphemism that lets us dismiss someone’s suffering. We don’t appoint someone else to bear it. When we choose the cross, we do so for ourselves
in response to Jesus’ invitation that, one way or another, ultimately leads through death to new
life.

DEEP SEA DISCOVERY
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 6-10, 2016
VBS Volunteers* Needed!
Vacation Bible School is an important ministry each year to the children in our church and in our community.
We are blessed by this opportunity to share the Love of God with these children. Many adult volunteers are
needed to make this program a success. Please take a few minutes and indicate below the area or areas in
which you can volunteer. This will enable us to recruit and staff VBS more effectively. THANK YOU!!!!!!!!
(If you are only able to help on certain days, please indicate that)
_____I can help set up stations before VBS
_____I can help clean up the church after VBS closing at Noon on Friday
_____I can help clean up VBS decorations the week after VBS
_____I can help with the Registration Desk in the morning
_____I can help with snack preparation and serving
_____I can teach a class (Note age group preferred________________)
_____I can be a classroom helper
_____I can help with recreation
_____I can help with crafts
_____I can help preparing craft materials and decorations for VBS
_____I can help with the skit (promotional skit, opening day and closing day)
_____I can help with music
_____I can pick up supplies
_____I can drive the church van to pick up and/or drop off VBS students
Morning_____Afternoon_____Both_____
_____I can help with decorating the church on Saturday, May 28
*according to PA State Law, all volunteers will need to provide proof of their current PA Child Abuse
History Clearance and PA State Police Criminal Record Check to volunteer with children
Name___________________________________Phone Number________________________
Email address___________________________________
Best way/time to reach me_________________________________________________
Contact Kortney Marlatt (360) 927-3705
or Christina Palmer (724) 378-0754 if you have any questions.
KORTNEY AND CHRISTINA WILL NOT BE SERVING AS DIRECTORS NEXT YEAR, AND WOULD LOVE
TO TRAIN THEIR REPLACEMENTS. IF YOU HAVE A HEART FOR THIS, PLEASE SPEAK WITH THEM
SOON!

Sun

6

Mon

Tue
2

Wed

3
Worship Mtg. 6:30 p
Choir 7:00 p

Thu

11

4

Fri

12

5

Sat

March 2016
1
Women’s Assoc. 6:30 p

10
Choir 7:00 p

7

9
Westminster Conf. Class
@ 7:00 p

19

8
Deacons 6:30 p
Session 7:00 p

18

16
Trinity Choir Concert
Fellowship reception

17
Choir 7:00 p

15
Christian Ed Mtg. 6:30 p

13
Daylight Savings Time
begins
Leadership Training
Seminar 2-6 pm

14
Easter flower orders due
Property Mtg. 7:00 p

26

Good Friday GAMA service @ noon at Ohio UP
Good Friday service at
7:00 p at Concord Pres.

25 Church office closed

31

22

30
Friendship Group at
church

24
Maundy Thursday @
7:00 p Ohio UP

29
B-B Presbytery Mtg. @
6:00 p Jefferson Center

23
Choir 7:00 p

21
Deborah Circle 6:30 p
@ Kristen Nan’s

Hand bells 6:30 p

28 Church office closed

20
Palm Sunday
Deacon Fellowship
Pastor Nick’s Israel trip
presentation

27
Easter Sunday

Pastor Nick study Leave
3/28—4/5

