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We are followers of Jesus Christ 
proclaiming and spreading the Good News 
to others with the love and spirit of Christ. 
  

The mission of God in Christ gives shape and 
substance to the life and work of the Church. 
In Christ, the Church participates in God’s 
mission for the transformation of creation and 
humanity by proclaiming to all people the 
good news of God’s love, offering to all 
people the grace of God at font and table, and 
calling all people to discipleship in Christ. 

 -Book of Order  
  

It is hard to believe that we are approaching 
five years together as an Ohio UP family.  I 
was called to serve this congregation during 
the summer of 2013 and was installed in 
September.  Hard to believe it has been that 
long.  We have gotten to know each other as 
we grow and I am so thankful for your love 
and patience with me as I have learned how 
to navigate this wonderful world of pastoral 
leadership.  I am forever in debt to your love. 
Thank you.  We have both grown together 
and changed over the last 5 years and I am 
excited by the growth and I am excited for 
future ministry together.  One of the things I 
have tried to encourage within the 
congregation is the fact that we are all part of 
a new and eternal family in Jesus Christ—we 
are God’s beloved children.  And as God’s 
beloved children we have a calling to 
participate in the mission of God (the family 
business).  That mission is nothing less than 
the transformation of creation and humanity. 
We get to participate in the transformation of  
 

the world!  What an amazing privilege and 
opportunity. 
I mentioned in last month’s Lamplighter article 
that the congregation has been working to be 
more involved in the greater Hopewell 
community as we seek to live out God’s 
mission.  Additionally, one of the things I have 
been working on behind the scenes is the 
leadership structure of the congregation.  My 
intention has been to help create a strong 
foundation for the congregation as we move 
into the future God is calling us into.  The 
PneuMatrix team has been working on clearly 
articulating our mission statement as a 
congregation to present to the session and 
the session has been working on simplifying 
and clarifying what we do and why we do it as 
a congregation.  After more than a year of 
work, all of these pieces are converging this 
month and exciting things are afoot.  Please 
continue to pray for the various pieces and 
teams as they finish up and continue to pray 
for Session as it seeks to discern God’s will 
for this congregation and as they lead us into 
the future. 
  

 It is truly an exciting and wonderful time to be 
a part of God’s mission here at Ohio Church! 
  

Grace and peace, 
  

Pastor Nick 

 
Photo of Pastor Nick, Kortney & Maren when they arrived 



 
JUNE  BIRTHDAYS 
6/1 Kristen Nan 
6/2 Ken Tamburrino 
6/3 Larry Palochak 
6/4 Elizabeth Hribar 
6/6 Maren Marlatt 
6/7 Bryan Cronin 
6/8 Caitlin Colesar 
6/8 Penelope Hoth 
6/10 Susan Burak 
6/11 Joan Stickles 
6/12 Kortney Marlatt 
6/13 Gwen Hines 
6/13 Paul Kulha 
6/13 Jim Novacek 
6/15 Peyton Marlatt 
6/17 Baylee Knox 
6/17 Rayna Knox 
6/23 Shane Byers 
6/24 Jim Verostek 
6/26 Andrea Tamburrino 
6/27 Dolores Hartley 
6/29 Melissa Byer 
6/30 Drew Lewis 
 
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
6/3 Amy & Mark Muslin 
6/10 Rich & Dolly Kerlin 
6/15 Andy & Whitney Shaffer 

6/22 Doug & Sherri Murdoch 
6/25 Bob & Chris Hurni 
6/27 Nick & Kasey Hoth 
6/28 Bob & Karen Keller 
 
JULY BIRTHDAYS 
7/2 Barbara Mihalow 
7/4 John Gennaro 
7/4 Jon Moss 
7/6 Bonnie Martin 
7/7 Joshua Magee 
7/7 Brittany McKee 
7/8 Janice Adamski 
7/8 Jennifer Psik 
7/9 Chris Otto 
7/14 Alexander Colesar 
7/14 Kendal Smith 
7/15 Mark Olexick 
7/17 William DiCicco 
7/17 Steven Ward 
7/20 Kingsley Sebastian 
7/21 Mackenzie Fouse 
7/24 Isabella Marlatt 
7/24 Christina Palmer 
7/25 Susan Palochak 
7/28 Alexa Burak 
7/28 Edna Petrella 
7/29 Janet Laird 
7/30 Jennifer Davis 
7/30 Jesseca Muslin 
7/30 Kennedy Sebastian 
 
JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
7/5 Drew & Janis Lewis 
7/7 Edward & Susan Burak 
7/7 Jim & Julie Novacek 
7/7 Scott & Michele Riddle 
7/9 Nicholas & Kortney Marlatt 
7/9 Roger & Belinda Nolte 
7/10 Andrew & Kenneth Tamburrino 
7/11 Michael & Rayna Knox 
 

 



 

 
MAY SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

 
Request from Shirley for Salary adjustment. 
Cannot exceed $7,500.00 for 2018 gross. 
Motion to adjust to $7,500.00 for 2018 
passed. 
 
Request from Building Committee to contract 
with Baker’s Waterproofing to install interior 
French drains, sump pump, A/C pad leveling 
and exterior French drain and wall estimate is 
$15,533.00.  Motioned and Passed. 
 
Discussion of committee re-structure and 
summer session retreat. 
 
 

 
 

MAY 2018 DEACON MTG. HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Correspondence:  Deacons mailed out 35 
cards in April. 
 
After Church Fellowship:  There will be an 
After Church Fellowship on June 17th.  All are 
invited to attend! 
 

Extra Care List:  Deacons and other church 
members accompanied Pastor Nick on some 
visits with communion in May.  If you know 
someone who would appreciate a visit or a 
card, please let a Deacon know or call Judi in 
the church office.  Thank you! 
 
Little Free Pantry:  Various Groups and 
individuals are adding items to the pantry, and 
we appreciate it.  We’re trying to stock it a few 
days a week during the summer, at various 
times of the day, in order to reduce the 
likelihood that someone comes by at the 
same time every day and takes everything. 
 
Backpack Program:  The Elks are using their 
grant money to buy non-perishables for our 
backpack program.  We delivered the final 
bags of the school year to the two elementary 
schools and junior high on May 24th.  We will 
also have three evenings this summer when 
participants in this program can come by the 
church to pick up bags of non-perishables. 
 
Other Deacon Business:  Deacons approved 
a gift card for a church member with a 
number of unexpected high medical bills. 
 
Deacon Greeters:  
June:  Sharon Neville & Elizabeth Repman 
July:  Nancy Hribar & Rudy Mihalik 
August:  Bev Abate & Donna Olexick 
 

 
 



 
 
 

CELEBRATING OUR GRADUATES 
 

Noah Repman-Graduated from Penn State 
University’s School of Earth and Mineral 
Sciences with a degree in Energy 
Engineering & minor in Environmental 
Engineering.  He was active in Victory 
Christian Fellowship.  Noah plans to dedicate 
the next 2 years to the development of 
Campus ministry at Penn State University 
through the Christ Community church before 
entering the engineering field. 
 
Donald Sanders-Graduated Cum Laude from 
Slippery Rock University with degree in 
Criminal Justice and Leadership.  
He is a Commissioned Active Duty Second 
Lieutenant Infantry Officer in the US Army. 
He is a graduate of the Sabalauski Air Assault 
School 2017 and CULP in Thailand 2016.  He 
was a member of the Arabic Club, Run Club, 
and Harbor.  Future plans are Ft. Benning, 
GA in June 2018, Officer School, Ranger 
School, Airborne School. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE! 
 
Amy Kerlin-Graduated Summa Cum Laude 
from Duquesne University School of Law with 
her Juris Doctor of Law Degree.  
 

Mackenzie “Macky” Fouse-Graduated 
Magna Cum Laude from Seton Hall 
University, Stillman School of Business with a 
degree in Finance. She was a 3-time Big East 
Academic All-Star, 2-time All-American 
Women’s Golf Scholar, 2015, 2017 Big East 
Women’s Team Golf Champions.  Macky has 
accepted a position with PNC in its Treasury 
Management division beginning August 2018. 
 
Nicholas Barth-Graduated from Hopewell 
High School.  Nicholas was in the top 10% of 
his graduating class.  He plans to attend Penn 
State to study Meteorology. 
 
Josh Magee-Graduated from Quaker Valley 
High School.  He was 2016 MAC Conference 
Offensive Lineman honorable mention, 2017 
MAC Conference 2nd Team Offensive 
Lineman, MAC Conference Scholar Athlete, 
2017 Quaker Valley Outstanding Lineman 
Award, Baseball 9, 10, 11 grades, Football 
9,10, 11, 12 (2 year starter, 3 year letterman). 
He plans to attend Penn State Beaver to 
study accounting. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



MISSION NEWS 

Members of the Mission and Evangelism 
Committee met for lunch and a PowerPoint 
presentation of Bill & Gale Johnson’s mission 
work in France in May.  Their church that they 
are serving has parishioners that live an hour 
away and most meetings are held on Sunday. 
They ask for prayers for their continued 
ministry in this rural area of France.  As a 
thank you for all of Ohio UP Church’s support, 
this is a rendering of the Huguenot Cross, 
worn by many Protestants.  There is also an 
explanation below of the meaning of the parts 
of the cross. 
 
 

 

 
          Beautiful drawing our friends gave us 
 
Dear friends of Ohio United Presbyterian, 
 
Here’s a little gift I made to thank you all for 
your congregation’s partnership with us in the 
Lord’s work in France and West Africa.  We 
are very grateful for your support and prayers. 
This is a Huguenot cross, worn by many 
Protestants in France.  It has a rich history 
and a lot of symbolism behind it.  We hope it 
will remind you all to pray for the spiritual 
needs of France. 
 
May the Lord Bless you all! 
 
-Bill and Gale Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



May 17, 2018 
 
Ohio United Presbyterian Church, 
 
My name is Noah Repman and I grew up in this 
church.  In 2014 I graduated from Hopewell High 
School and attended Penn State University from 
Fall 2014 until Spring 2018.  I graduated with a 
B.S. in Energy Engineering with a minor in 
Environmental Engineering.  During my final 
semester at Penn State I made the decision to 
serve the Lord full-time as a campus missionary.  I 
am excited to inform you of this news! 
 
I would like to ask you to consider me a church 
missionary and partner with me in sharing the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ with the students at Penn 
State University.  I will be serving with Victory 
Christian Fellowship, a ministry of Christ 
Community Church (CCC), a non-denominational 
church in State College.  I will receive a stipend 
from CCC, but I am responsible for raising the rest 
of my financial support just as a missionary to 
another country would. 
 
Victory Christian Fellowship has provided me with 
the community in college that I desperately 
needed in order to continue to grow deeper in my 
faith during a season of life that is known for 
selfish and fleshly desires.  If it were not for this 
group it would have been very difficult to keep the 
lifestyle that Jesus calls us to.  I have joined the 
staff of Victory Christian Fellowship to provide 
students with the same support and discipleship 
that was shown to me.  In addition to this I am 
excited to help students develop relationships with 
the Lord for the first time and watch them grow 
deeper by providing them with a strong 
community of believers.  Above all, I am excited to 
see God’s Kingdom at Penn State University! 
 
Universities are prime mission fields.  The years 
that students spend at school are some of the 
most influential years in a person’s life.  At Penn 
State there are so many influences from every 
walk of life.  If a student is exposed to the love of 
God in this formative time it can set them up for a 

lifelong relationship with Jesus.  With the nations 
coming to Penn State for education there is no 
better location to pursue the Great Commission. 
The impact that happens on campus not only 
affects State College during the school year, but it 
affects the world as students are sent out.  I am 
looking forward to making an impact during this 
pivotal time at this prime location. 
 
I ask that you consider supporting me as you 
would a church missionary.  Your prayers and 
financial support will help me to make a difference 
in students’ lives through the mission of Victory 
Christian Fellowship.  Thank you for considering 
my request! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Noah Repman 
 

 
 



 
 
Volunteers for June 3: 

Nursery-Elaine Verostek 
Jr. Church-Lynn Smith 
Liturgist-Jon Moss 

Volunteers for June 10: 
Nursery-Ellen Paul/Danny Palmer 
Jr. Church-Elaine Verostek 
Liturgist-Chandler Dameron 

Volunteers for June 17: 
Nursery-Nancy Lucas 
Jr. Church-Elaine Verostek 
Liturgist-Dianne Kanitra 

Volunteers for June 24: 
Nursery-Kortney Marlatt 
Jr. Church-Nancy Lucas 
Liturgist-Danny Palmer 

 
WE STILL NEED NURSERY 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR: 

● July 1, July 8, July 15, August 5, 
August 12, August 26 

Please email or call the church office to volunteer 
for one or more of these dates.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
CLEARANCES UPDATE! 
If you volunteer with our children at 
church in any way and have not 
already provided the church with your 
PA Child Abuse History Clearance 
AND your PA State Police Criminal 
Record Check, please submit them as 
soon as possible.  These clearances 
are free for volunteers, but are 
mandated by Pennsylvania and we are 
working to be 100% compliant with this. 
The links to the websites to apply for 
these clearances are on the church 
website (www.ohiopresbyterian.org), 
under the Clearances tab on the home 
page.  If you have any questions you 
can either call the church office or 
speak with Nancy Lucas.  
PA Child Abuse History Clearance 
Site: 
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis/ 
public/home 
  

PA State Police Criminal History 
Site:  http://epatch.state.pa.us 
 
 

 

http://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis/public/home
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis/public/home
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis/public/home
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis/
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis/public/home
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis/public/home
http://epatch.state.pa.us/


GOOD FATHERS 
-Submitted by Shirley Fluharty 

 

We need good fathers in our homes 
Whose hearts are full of grace, 

Who by their love and earnest prayers  
Make home a pleasant place. 

 

Who set examples that are clean 
For all their folks to see, 

And long to be the noble men 
That God would have them be. 

 

We need good fathers in the church 
To occupy the pews, 

And help their fellow members seek 
The things they ought to choose. 

 

Whose lives are such from day to day, 
Wherever they may go, 

That others looking on may say, 
“The Lord they surely know.” 

 

We need good fathers o’er the land 
Who live and tell the truth 

And have at heart along life’s way 
The welfare of our youth. 

 

Who want to keep our country free 
On ocean and on sod, 

And help their fellows on their way 
To heaven and to God. 

 

Such fathers then deserve our prayers, 
Our honor and respect, 

And never should they suffer from 
Our spirit of neglect; 

 

And by the living grace of God 
We ought to boost them on, 

Until their battles all are fought 
And glory’s day shall dawn. 

 
-Walter E. Isenhour 

 
 
 

 

CHILDREN’S LENDING LIBRARY 
 

Meetings in the Presbyterian PneuMatrix 
committee and with our own Session have 
established that we are a strongly 
community-based church.  This structure that we 
worship in was built partly with funds collected 
from neighbors in the surrounding area, who 
recognized Christian education as an integral part 
of our children’s growth.  Thus, it is important that 
we, as an established mission church live up to 
our promise made to every child baptized here. 
We make that promise by answering, “I do”, when 
asked if we, as a congregation, will assist that 
child in her or her spiritual education. 
Consequently, some of us have a vision to help 
put Godly books in the hands of our young ones. 
To that end, we would like to turn 2 rooms in the 
basement of the education wing into a lending 
library for children ages preschool to grade 4.  We 
already have 50 books, which is a small start at 
least, but we will need many more.  Also needed 
are carpeting, bookshelves (hand built) and new 
lighting.  We will utilize the children’s table and 
chairs that we already have.  This room will also 
be used in the fall for the new Cherub Junior 
Church for our preschoolers.  So, step up and do 
your part to help us fund this all.  If you wish, this 
can be done as an honorarium or as a memoriam. 
If you do so, your loved one will be recognized in 
the library in some way.  Whatever you decide, 
please fill in the form below and mail it with your 
donation to the church.  
------------------------------------------------------------- 
DONOR_________________________________ 
DONATION AMOUNT_______________ 
MEMORIAM/DECEASED__________________ 
HONORARIUM/LIVING___________________ 

 



 

JUNE CALENDAR  
June 9: Young Life Car Wash 
fundraiser from 9:00 am-1:00 pm 
@ AutoZone-Aliquippa 
June 10:  Communion served 
June 11-15:  VBS Week 
9:00 am-Noon 
June 13:  Ruth Circle 
June 16:  Essential Oils Class @ 
10:00 am 
June 16:  223rd General 
Assembly convenes, St. Louis 
June 17:  After Church 
Fellowship hour sponsored by 
Deacons 
June 18:  Deborah Circle @ 
home of Sharon Neville 6:30 pm 
June 19:  Young Life Prayer 
Team Mtg. @ manse 10:00 am 
June 27:  Friendship Group Bus 
Trip 
June 29-July 4:  Young Life 
Summer Camp 

 

 
 

 
 

SALE OF 

SALES 

UPDATE! 

Due to scheduling 

conflicts, we will be 

moving the Sale of 

Sales Rummage 

Sale to later this 

summer. 






