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A Father’s Love 

In all that you do, a dad’s love plays a part. 

There’s always a place for him deep in your heart. 

And each year that passes, you’re even more glad, 

More grateful and proud just to call him your dad! 

-author unknown 
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    The Lamplighter 
Ohio United Presbyterian Church    

June 2012 
 

    Rev. Eric Powell, Interim Minister                                       

Summer Sunday Schedule 
 

 Sunday School for children 
will resume in the Fall but 

Wilson Bible Class continues 
Worship Service - 10:00 am 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Church office phone: 

724-378-3690 
 

Church email: 
office@ohioupchurch.com 

 

Church website: 
www.ohiopresbyterian.org 

 

Church office hours:   
M-F  9:00 am -1:30 pm 

 

Rev. Eric Powell’s home #:  
724-743-3933 

 

Rev. Eric Powell’s email: 
revdocpowell@verizon.net 
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Dear Friends, 

 

This is the final article on the Five Developmental Tasks which a congregation 

faces during the interim time between installed pastors.  We’ve looked a little at the     

importance of “Coming to Terms with History,” “Discovering a New Congregational 

Identity,” “Facilitating Shifts in Lay Leadership and Changes in Congregational Power 

Structures,” and “Rethinking and Renewing Denominational Linkages.”  The subject for 

this month is “Preparing for New Pastoral Leadership and a New Future.” 

 

Sometimes, folks think all there is to do during an interim time is to keep the 

doors open and get a new pastor as soon as possible.  Sadly, though, what often happens 

without a time to stop and reflect upon things is that congregations end up swinging like 

the proverbial pendulum from one extreme to another.  Some assume that the new pastor 

will retain all of the loved and appreciated attributes of the preceding one with additional 

skills unique to him.  Others do not realize that things have changed in the local          

community and that the congregation needs to adjust its priorities and mission emphasis 

accordingly, or else become irrelevant and ineffective in ministry. 

 

Notice, then, the two areas that need to be considered:  the congregation’s need 

to adjust its mission focus based upon the reality of the community it serves and the skills 

a potential minister has to help lead the congregation into that mission.  The “science” of 

this process is in the forms filled out by congregation and pastor, known as the Church 

Information Form (CIF) and the Personal Information Form (PIF), respectively, and the 

computer matching that is done to send resumes to the Pastor Nominating Committee 

(PNC).  The “art” of this process, if you will, is in each party truly knowing themselves as 

well as anyone can (for we only “know in part”) and then representing themselves as 

truthfully and well as possible both in written form, as well as in the interview process.  

(Which is a two-way street, for the ministerial candidate is assessing the congregation just 

as much as the PNC may be assessing the candidate.)  The Mission Survey, the Time Line 

Exercise, and the discussions on the Mission Study Day provided raw information which 

the PNC prayerfully and carefully used to write the CIF. 

 

Part of the “preparation” of this process is found in the process, itself.  Every 

Pastor Nominating Committee and every Congregation eventually comes to realize this, if 

the members of each do not rush into a quick decision on a candidate.  What I mean is, 

the members of any PNC go through “growing pains” with each other as they discuss 

what it is they want for their church and what they want in a new pastor, and as they   

begin to actually read PIF’s and interview candidates.  Such a journey often becomes a 

time of personal insight and spiritual growth.  And through the work together, the      

members of the PNC often grow closer to each other.  I have known of PNC’s to actual 

grieve the loss of their fellowship with each other as they celebrated the completion of 

their work in finding a new pastor!  But all of this is good, for it indicates how much each 

cares for one another and for the well-being of the Church.  And this process is a         

microcosm, if you will, of what can and hopefully will happen as the new pastor “comes 

on board” and begins his or her work with you – an ever growing sense of God’s blessing 

and call to move forward in our journey with Him. 
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    In many ways, the interim time is     

compared to the Hebrew children wandering (and 

wondering) in the wilderness.  There are times we 

may feel that we are wandering and lost.  We may 

even grumble and complain that it’s taking too 

long, that we miss the way things used to be, that 

the provisions aren’t enough and are unsatisfac-

tory, etc., etc.  Hopefully, there will be those times 

when we wonder at God’s amazing grace to us, His 

loving kindness to us, and the details to which He 

has gone in bringing us ever closer to Him.  May 

we never give in to the temptation of bitterness and 

complaining, but rather give praise and thanksgiv-

ing to God in all things – even in the trials of life.  

And may our confidence be placed in God,        

believing that “… He who began a good work in 

[us] will carry it on to completion until the day of 

Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 1:6) 

 

     

 In Christ’s Love, 

 

 

Rev. Powell  

(Pastor’s article concluded) 

 
Are We There Yet? 

This age-old refrain of young travelers is 

followed by a second question:  “How 

much longer?”  How similar those queries 

are to the psalmist’s oft-repeated cry, 

“How long, O Lord, how long?” (Psalm 6:3b) 

Patience is an uncommon virtue these 

days.  We’re anxious to get where we’re 

going or to get 

what we want.  But 

think how much we 

miss while wishing 

we were elsewhere!  

In our rush to reach 

a destination, we 

fail to grasp lessons 

that can be 

learned only along the way.  What bless-

ings might you be overlooking in the here-

and-now and the right-where-you-are?      

-Kari Myers 

“When a father gives to his son, both laugh; when a son gives to his father, 

both cry.”      -Jewish Proverb 
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Here’s the website to use to sign up as a volunteer for the  

General Assembly: 

www.COLA2012.org  

The Assembly meets in Pittsburgh June 28-July 7. 

Over 2,000 volunteers are needed, especially on peak travel 

days at the start and end.  Volunteers or observers may ride a 

shuttle bus to/from downtown Pittsburgh for $5/ride.   

For information, contact:   

Rev. Peter deVries 

 (724-538-8672 or pcdevries@gmail.com) 

(General Assembly Article concluded) 



 6 

 



 7 

 

Birthdays 

1  Denise Williams 

 Kristen Nan 

3  Vic Pasquarelli 

4  Elizabeth Hribar 

 Sallie Alviani 

9  Marcella Schwarz 

 June Eyerly 

10  Rich Kerlin, Jr. 

 Jenny Wimer 

 Sue Burak 

11  Joan Stickles 

 Katelyn Chambers 

 Scott Byers 

13  Jim Novacek 

17  Bryan Cronin 

18  Tori Mellott 

20  Joe Petrella 

 Amy Kocher  

21  John Smith 

23 Shane Byers 

24 Jim Verostek 

25 Adam Tolfa 

26 Andrea Tamburrino 

27 Dolores hartley 

30  Linda Hall 

 Chip Laird 

 

Anniversaries 
 

3  Mark & Amy Muslin 

4  Don & Joyce Kutzavitch 

6  Dale & Roberta Smith 

10  Bob & Charmaine Lang 

20  Ed & Dianne Kanitra 

22  Doug & Sherri Murdoch 

24  Rich & Dolly Kerlin 

25  Carl & Irene Gartley 

 

Date Liturgist Nursery Greeters 

6/3 Sallie Alviani Chris Hurni Lois Davie/Patty Slezak 

6/10 Brittany Smith Amber Tackac Lois Davie/Patty Slezak 

6/17 

Father’s Day 

John Martin Brittany Smith Lois Davie/Patty Slezak 

6/24 Paul Magee Sherri Murdoch Lois Davie/Patty Slezak 
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 From College: 

Clay Alviani:  Clay is the son of Mark & Pamela Alviani.  
He graduated from Penn State University with a degree in Biology.   

Activities/honors while in school:   TKE Secretary, 2 time Thon Captain for OPPerations,  

Biomajor LECOM School of Dental Medicine, Pre-dental Society of PSU, Biology tuton.   

Plans after graduation:  Attend LECOM Dental School in Bradenton Florida. 
 

Becky Novacek:  Becky is the daughter of Jim & Julie Novacek.  She graduated from the University of Dayton 

with a BS in Accounting & Finance and an MBA.   

Plans after graduation:  Start career as a Rental Staff Accountant at Cintas Corporation in Mason, OH 
 

From High School: 

 

Nolan Harmotto:  Nolan is the son of Rob & Connie Harmotto and grandson of Carolyn  

Harmotto.  He graduated from Hopewell High School.   

Activities/honors while in school:  Football, Basketball, Student Council, Fellowship of Christian  

Athletes, Latin Club, All-Conference Football & Basketball, 5 Scholar Athlete Awards, Student of the 

Month, Special Olympics Volunteer, Pennsylvania East/West All-Star Game Football 

Plans after graduation:  Attend the University of Dayton for Pre-Med 

Paul Hurni:  Paul is the son of Bob & Christine Hurni.  He graduated from Hopewell High School. 

Activities/honors while in school:  4 years Latin Club, Robot Club, Writer/Editor Hopewell Hi-Lites, Scholar 

Athlete, Varsity Soccer and Volleyball, Volleyball All Section 

Plans after graduation:  Attend college to major in Secondary Education-Biology to become a  

High School Biology Teacher. 

Evelyn Moss:  Evelyn is the daughter of Jon Moss & Donna Craig.  She is a graduate of Hopewell High School.   

Activities/honors while in school:  National Merit Finalist, NHS Treasurer, Section Leader in the Hopewell Band. 

Plans after graduation:  Attend Case Western Reserve University 

Janice Novacek:  Janice is the daughter of Jim & Julie Novacek.  She graduated from Hopewell High School. 

Activities/honors while in school:  Cross Country, Track, NHS member 

Plans after graduation:  To attend Grove City College to major in Accounting and to participate in  

Track & Field 

Emily Pasquarelli:  Emily is the daughter of Victor & Tracy Pasquarelli.  She is a graduate of the Lincoln Park 

Performing Arts High School in Midland.   

Activities/honors while in school:   Member of Tri-M Music Honor Society, Senior Class Treasurer of NHS,  

Member of PMEA District, Western-Region and All-State Orchestras, Westminster Honors Band, MIT Alzheimers 

 Research Trainee, participated in orchestra, concert choir, chamber choir, women’s choir, steel drums, opera 

workshop, wind ensemble and drum facilitation.   

Plans after graduation:  Attend Belmont University to major in Music Education with a minor in Music Business 

Kingsley Sebastian:  Kingsley is the daughter of Will & Michelle Sebastian.  She is a graduate of Central Valley 

High School. 

Activities/honors while in school:  Spanish Club, Student Council, Care Club, Musical, Homecoming Court, Prom 
Committee, Intramural Basketball, Football Trainer, Honor Roll 9th-12th 

Plans after graduation:  Attend IUP for Mortuary Science 

Bryan Magee:  Bryan is the son of Paul & Karin Magee.  He is a graduate of Quaker Valley High School. 

Activities/honors while in school:  4 year member of Golf team, Eagle Scout candidate with Troop 164 in Sewickley 

Plans after graduation:  to attend Penn State University to major in Polictical Science with plans to continue on to 

Law School. 

Deanna Wagner:  Deanna is the granddaughter of Edith Wagner.  She is a graduate of Hopewell High School. 

Activities/honors while in school:  Highest Honors, Softball, Bible Club, Health Careers Club, Spanish Club, 

Yearbook Club, Class Club of 2012 

Plans after graduation:  to attend UPMC Mercy Hospital School of Nursing 

Shane Byers:  Shane is the son of Alan & Diane Byers.  He is graduating from Hopewell High School. 

Plans after graduation:  Attend Penn State-Beaver to study Computer Science 

Congratulations to the Class of 2012! 
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 Our Sympathy 

 

Please keep in your prayers 

Carla Somerville, who is 

grieving the loss of her sister, 

Chris Orend, who passed 

away recently. 

 

 

SALE OF SALES & 

BAKE SALE 

June 2, 2012 
9:00 am-1:00 pm 

 

Thanks to everyone who donated items 

for our sale!  Now don’t forget to stop by 

on Saturday to do some shopping! 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Let’s Go See the Bucs! 

Pirates vs. Brewers 

Sunday, August 26th 

1:35 pm game 

$9.00 adults, $6.00 kids 14 or under 

Sign ups will begin mid July and will run 

through August 12th. 

 

SUNDAY SANDWICH 

SALE CONTINUES! 

By popular demand we 

have decided to continue 

the Sunday Sandwich 

Sales through the Summer.  

Our next sale will be on July 1st and will 

include Sloppy Joes, a cookie & chips, for 

$6.50 per bag lunch.  The order slips will 

be in the worship bulletins beginning 

June 17th, or you can contact the church 

office to place your orders.  The sale will 

once again benefit the Building Fund. 

In August the sale will include a hoagie-

the perfect meal to take to the Pirates 

game! 

 

Rev. Powell Vacation 

Rev. Powell will be on  

vacation from June 18th 

thru July 1st.  During that 

time, he will have a pastor on call for him 

should a member of the congregation 

need to speak with a pastor, and he will be 

having  Elder Eva Maria Barr filling the 

pulpit for him on June 24th, and  

Rev. Gary Angleberger filling the pulpit 

for him on July 1st.   

 

Ohio UP Bookstore 
 

Don’t forget to stop into 

the Ohio UP Bookstore!  

There is a nice selection of 

books for Father’s Day, graduation, etc. as 

well as a nice selection of cards. 

 

Salvation Army  

Please continue to bring 

in your donations for the 

Salvation Army food  

pantry over the summer.  

Just because the weather 

is nice doesn’t mean the need is any less 

great for food for those less fortunate.  

Your donations are  

collected weekly and taken down to the 

Salvation Army in Aliquippa.   

 

 THANK YOU! 

Thank you to those who 

have helped out with work at 

the Manse recently.  There is 

still work to be done, so 

please contact someone on 

the Property Committee if you are able to 

help out in any way.   

 

Thank you also to the members of Boy 

Scout Troop 486, who helped spread the 

mulch around the church and manse 

property recently.   
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U p d a t ed Totals 

Your Pastor Nominating Committee: 
 Jim Novacek 

 Bob Hurni 

 Dianne Kanitra  

 Chuck Adamski 

 Eleanor Pike  

 Lynn Smith 

 Betty Solinski 

 Sharon Neville 

Please keep them and their families  in your prayers as they 

 continue to work through the process of finding your next 

installed pastor.  

Aliquippa Impact 

 

A.M.P.-Aliquippa Mission 

Programs (*new) 

 

Campus Crusade for Christ 

      International-Pacific Islands 

 

Christians United in Beaver 

County 

 

Church Army USA-

UnCommon Grounds Café 

  

Five Points Meals on 

Wheels 

 

Habitat for Humanity 

 

Manna 

 

Mars Home for Youth 

Chaplaincy 

 

Presbyterian Frontier  

      Fellowship 

 

Salvation Army 

 

Wycliffe Bible Translators 

 

Young Life 

What is Frontier Mission? 

About 2.5 billion people have no way to learn about God’s love through 

Jesus Christ in their own culture.  Frontier Mission finds where God is at 

work in a culture and supports local believers. 

 

Why Is This Important? 

God’s command to reach all nations is woven throughout the Bible from 

Genesis through Revelation, and yet, less than 1% of church resources are 

designated to finishing this task. 

 

What is Denise’s Role in God’s Vision for All Nations? 

Denise’s passion is to see the body of Christ participate in making God’s 

love known to unreached people groups.  How does she accomplish this? 

By sharing stories of the worldwide body of Christ. 

By giving congregations tools, connections and a vision to join God in 

His mission to the world. 

By helping congregations and individuals partner with Christians in 

other cultures. 

By encouraging and supporting the Sudanese who reach out to the Fur 

people with a culturally appropriate witness. 

 

How Can I Help? 
Become a Prayer Partner.  Email Denise at denises@pff.net to receive updates 

Support Denise by writing a check made payable to PFF, with “Denise’s Sup-

port” on the memo line.  Send it to Presbyterian Frontier Fellowship at the 

address listed above. 

 

Local and International  

Missions Supported by  

Ohio UP Church: 

Spotlight on:   
Presbyterian Frontier Fellowship 
      *Denise Sciuto’s Frontier Ministry 
 

Presbyterian Frontier Fellowship 

7132 Portland Avenue, Suite 136 

Richfield, MN  55423-3264 

800-720-4733 

www.PFF.net 

For more information: 

AS OF: CURRENT BALANCE 

IN FUND: 

5/20 $10,276.25 
(after latest work on manse) 
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  VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
        June 11-15 

         Sonrise National Park! 
  

Register TODAY online by  
visiting the church website: 
www.ohiopresbyterian.org 

Click on the Info Center tab and then find 
the form to fill out.  Tell all your friends, 

family & neighbors, too! 
 

Volunteers are still needed as well.  If you 
have not signed up yet, please contact 
Bev Abate or Patti Strominger asap! 

 

 
 

 

VBS Mission Outreach 2012 
Our Vacation Bible School mission outreach this year will support the AMP/Aliquippa 

Mission Program.  AMP is a joint effort of area churches and organizations whose 

 purpose is to develop and implement a mission presence in the Aliquippa area. 

The daily collection will be donated to AMP’s  Communicycle Program.  Through this 

program bikes and bike parts are collected and repaired for donation to children and 

adults in the city.  The bike recipients work in the shop to help repair and maintain 

their bikes and they, also, volunteer in the community to earn a bike.   

The VBS children are asked to give monetary donations only.  If anyone can donate 

parts, bikes and/or labor directly to AMP, please call Lee Montanari at 412-877-6160. 
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