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As another school year winds down and we look forward
to a new Summer with all of the activities accustomed to it, I wish to reflect a bit
upon the notion of ―change‖ – for you have endured much as a Congregation
over the past year and a half. What comes to mind is this famous prayer written
by the theologian Reinhold Niebuhr, often referred to as ―The Serenity Prayer:‖
God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change;
courage to change the things I can;
and wisdom to know the difference.
Living one day at a time;
Enjoying one moment at a time;
Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;
Taking, as He did, this sinful world as it is, not as I would have it;
Trusting that He will make all things right if I surrender to His Will;
That I may be reasonably happy in this life and supremely happy with Him forever
in the next. Amen.
While many are familiar with the first part of the prayer, few are familiar
with its very Christ-centered climax. Yet, it is only in and through Jesus Christ
that we have any hope of realizing any sense of peace as we deal with all of the
changes and challenges we face in life, both individually and as a congregation.
And while I acknowledge there are those events I cannot control or
change, neither do I believe in ―change‖ merely for ―change’s sake.‖ To me, that
is just as meaningful as ―rearranging deck chairs on the Titanic.‖ No, intentional
change must be for a purpose, and hopefully one that is not only well thought-out
but also well communicated.
What I am driving at here is to challenge you to begin to think, talk, pray,
and meditate upon your purpose as a congregation of Jesus Christ’s Body, The
Church, known as The Ohio United Presbyterian Church. And by this, I mean to
go beyond the ―basics‖ and the ―givens‖ of maintaining the worship of God,
teaching others of Jesus Christ, etc., etc. What is unique to you now? We can
cite from your past what have been strengths of your ministry as a congregation,
and that which you continue to do well in the present. But I know from Scripture
and experience that God does not leave us idle or going through the same
motions over and over again for very long. (―He (God) cuts off every branch in
me (Jesus) that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit He prunes
so that it will be even more fruitful.‖ John 15:2 My emphasis – ouch!)
(article continued on page 3)
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Pastor’s article continued from page 2...
Not only do I ask what is unique to you now, but what is God calling you to be and do
in your immediate future? If you should answer – ―that is to be decided when the new pastor
comes‖ – then you clearly do not understand the nature of the ―Priesthood of All Believers‖ or
the spiritual function of the Elders. Jesus Christ is our Lord and Head. He is Sovereign. All of
us need to be seeking His will, not that of another! As you, the Congregation of Ohio United
Presbyterian Church, begin to earnestly seek God’s will for you and open yourselves up to doing for Him whatever it may be that He wishes for you, you will not only discover His will but
also realize a greater sense of peace and joy together. Even now, God knows who your next
pastor will be and when s/he will arrive – it is for you through the Pastor Nominating Committee to discover that and enjoy that part of your journey with Jesus Christ. But do not make the
search for the new pastor your only or even your primary focus. ―Let us fix our eyes on Jesus,
the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning
its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.‖ (Hebrews 12:2) As you seek
God’s will for you as a Congregation, and as your new pastor seeks God’s will for her or
himself, God will bring the two of you together – so that together, you may bear more fruit for
Him!
So, I encourage you to be in prayer not only for the PNC and the new pastor, but to earnestly seek and desire even now God’s Will for you as a Congregation. What new avenues of
ministry, need and opportunity are present now? What trends do you see in Hopewell Township, Aliquippa and the surrounding area that need to be addressed? What are other churches
not doing that needs to be done, that you could perhaps do? Now is the time to explore these
options, for now are the needs and it is God who not only calls but also equips us for doing
everything good according to His will in Christ Jesus. And to God be the glory!
In Christ’s Love,
Rev. Powell

“A Christian is someone to whom God
entrusts all his fellow men.”
-Dwight L. Moody

Your Pastor Nominating Committee:
Jim Novacek
Bob Hurni
Dianne Kanitra
Chuck Adamski
Eleanor Pike
Lynn Smith
Betty Solinski
Sharon Neville
Please keep them and their families in your prayers as they
begin the process of finding your next installed pastor.
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A Word From Your Youth Director, Michael Spicuzza
Dear Ohio UP,
With so many things
happening at the end of
this school year, it is hard to remember them
all, but I will do my best to tell about them all!
I want to begin with a big thank you to all the
youth that have been involved with the Praise
Team. They have worked hard, woke up early
on Sunday mornings (parents know the difficulty of this feat in itself) to praise God with
music. So a great thanks to Kyle MacLaren,
Evelyn Moss, Christina Murdoch, Amber
Tackac, Justin Tackac, and Deanna Wagner
for all their efforts. They have truly been a
blessing to the worship of OUPC. We want to
thank you for all your support, and look forward to continue to praise God through the
Praise Team.

Camp. Finally, the last Sunday will be a youth
led worship service that will include testimonies from work camp. We hope you will be
able to join us in this busy month of June, as
we worship God and celebrate all the things
happening in the lives of the youth.
Finally, the youth and myself cannot express
how grateful we are for the blessing of a new
van! It may not seem like much, but having a
van will enable the youth to do so much more
than they have before. If you did not know,
anytime the youth group wanted to go anywhere, we would have to have parents and
other adults carpool. There were times when
getting enough people to carpool was so difficult, that we could not consider certain events
and trips from a logistical standpoint. But
NOW we are ready to hit the road. It could not
have come at a better time with Work Camp
coming up soon. So I would personally like to
thank those that have helped carpool in the
past, and once again to all of those that helped
make the dream of a new van a reality.

There are so many things happening in the
lives of the youth in the month of June, so I
will try and touch on them all. First I want to
mention that we will be honoring graduates
June 5th during Sunday morning worship. The
following Sunday, June 12th will be the kick-off God bless,
weekend for VBS. The Sunday after, June 19th
that will be both the closing weekend of VBS,
Michael
and the commissioning service for Work

Upcoming Jr./Sr. High Youth Events
June 4-Work Day in Aliquippa
June 13-17th: Vacation Bible School
June 19-25: Work Camp Mission Trip, serving the
City Rescue Mission in New Castle, PA
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Birthdays

Anniversaries

17 Bryan Cronin
18 Tori Mellott
20 Joe Petrella
Amy Kocher
21 John Smith
23 Shane Byers
24 Jim Verostek
25 Adam Tolfa
Janet Garrand
26 Andrea Tamburrino
27 Wayne Shaffer
Dolores Hartley
28 Amber Leheny
30 Linda Hall
Chip Laird

1

Denise Williams
Kristen Nan
3 Linda Lorusso
Vic Pasquarelli
4 Dorothea Welch
Elizabeth Hribar
Sallie Alviani
6 Marcy Zombeck
Jim Bauder
9 Marcella Schwarz
June Eyerly
10 Rich Kerlin, Jr.
Jenny Wimer
Sue Burak
11 Joan Stickles
Katelyn Chambers
Scott Byers
13 Jim Novacek

2
3
4
6
8
10
11
12
20
22
24
25

Vince & Kristin Mancini
Mark & Amy Muslin
Don & Joyce Kutzavitch
Dale & Roberta Smith
Wayne & Sarah Jane Shaffer
Bob & Charmaine Lang
Jeremy & Leah Hall
Paul & Marcia Mann
Ed & Dianne Kanitra
Doug & Sherri Murdoch
Rich & Dolly Kerlin
Carl & Irene Gartley
Matt & Linda Lorusso
Bob & Christine Hurni
26 Bob & Laura Stratton
30 Tim & Janet Gilmore

SPECIAL DATES IN JUNE
Ascension of the Lord
Pentecost
Flag Day
Trinity Sunday
Father’s Day
First Day of Summer

June 2nd
June 12th
June 14th
June 19th
June 19th
June 22nd

June 5

June 12

June 19

June 26

Worship
Leader

Patti Strominger

Lois Davie

Donna Craig

Chris Otto

Greeters

Mary McCartney-Adair

Sandy Nan

Donna Olexick
Mary McCartney-Adair

Nancy Hribar
Sharon Neville

Lois Davie
Sharon Neville

Jesseca Muslin

Paul Hurni

Barb Tackac

Amber Tackac

Nursery
Volunteer

5

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Our condolences to the family and
friends of Ray Schumann, who passed
away on May 14th.

Ne
wV

CHECK OUT OUR NEW CHURCH VAN!
Thank you to all who generously donated to
the new van fund.
an
!

Dorothea Welch is turning
100 Years Old on June 4th!
Let’s help her celebrate with a
Birthday Card Party. Send her a
card to let her know you are
thinking about her on such a HUGE birthday.
Her address is:
Franciscan Manor, Room 229
71 Darlington Road.
Beaver Falls, PA 15010
Thanks again to all the dedicated choir members and
Gospbells hand bell choir members who practiced so hard,
and sang/played so beautifully throughout the year.
Thank you also to the special music providers, including
our new youth PraiseTeam members, who blessed us with
their willingness to serve our Lord through music. Special
thanks to Jeff & Jen Davis, Shirley Fluharty, and Michael Spicuzza-without
your leadership it wouldn’t have been possible!
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DID YOU KNOW?......

The importance of failure

The meaning of the PC (USA) Symbol:

The Cross

Universal symbol of Christian faith

The Dove

The presence of God as the Holy Spirit

The Fish

Early symbol of being a Christian

The Book

The Word of God

The Pulpit

Preaching the Word of God

The Cup

Chalice and baptismal font:
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper

The Fire

The burning bush (Exodus 3)
And Pentecost (Acts 2)

“Our society is so caught up in
winning,” said Carlton Young,
“we forget that most of the great
men and women in history have,
at one time or another, failed at
something, often repeatedly and
discouragingly. But each failure
is nothing more than a brick in the
wall that forms the foundation of
our success.”
In The Upper Room, Bob LaForge
writes, “Failure does not mean
that God is against us or that we
are hopelessly inept. Failure may
be exactly what God can use.”
Moses and David, two giants of
faith, also knew failure-and not
just the average variety that
comes from everyday mistakes.
Their huge moral missteps resulted in severe consequences. But
failure wasn’t the end of their stories. These men repented and
moved forward, and God used
them mightily.
And so it can be for any of us who
fails or falls short.

The Triangle The Trinity

REMINDER! SAVE THE DATE: JUNE 4TH
SALE OF SALES
Time: 9:00 am—1:00 pm
The Deacons will once again be sponsoring a Bake Sale during the Sale, so please consider
baking something to donate for the sale. The proceeds from the Bake Sale will be help defray
the cost of the Youth Work Camp Trip this month.
If you have not signed up to volunteer to help with the Sale of Sales, it’s not too late to do so.
Call Eleanor or Jen for more information.
Eleanor Pike (724) 378-9788, Jennifer Davis (724) 375-8579
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Congratulations to our college and high school graduates

Congratulations to the young members of our congregation who are graduating! No doubt they
look forward to the next phase of their lives with excitement, anticipation and perhaps a little
Apprehension. We hope these words, adapted from Phillip Brooks, will serve the graduates well
as they embark on their journeys:
“Do not pray for an easy life; pray to be a stronger person.
Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers
But for powers equal to your tasks.
Then the doing of your work shall be no miracle,
But YOU will be the miracle.
Every day you shall wonder at yourselves and the richness
Of life which has come to you by the grace of God.”
From College:

Justin Tackac-Justin is the
son of Rich and Barb Tackac.
He is graduating from Hopewell High School, where he participated in Spanish Club,
Bowling Club and Band. Justin
also attends Youth Group at church and is a
member of the new Praise Team. After graduation, Justin plans to attend Slippery Rock University to major in Biochemistry.

Joyce Novacek-Joyce is the
daughter of Julie and Jim
Novacek. She graduated from
Bucknell University, where she
had a double major in Business Administration
and English. Joyce was a 4-year member of
Bucknell’s women’s basketball team (2 year captain), and sportswriter for the
university newspaper.
After graduation, Joyce is moving to Madison, Emily Bauder-Emily is the daughter of Karen
Wisconsin to work at Epic as a Project
and Jimmy Bauder. She is graduating from
Manager, helping hospitals implement elecHopewell High School where she was a Cheertronic medical records.
leader. After graduation, Emily plans to attend
Duquesne University.
From High School:
Christina Murdoch-Christina is the daughter
of Sherri and Doug Murdoch. She is graduating
from Hopewell High School, where she participated in soccer, track & field, VIP, German Club
(President), Delta Epsilon Phi, Band (officer and
Section leader) and Class Club. Christina has
been very active in the life of Ohio UP Church,
also. After graduation, Christina plans to attend
Penn State, Beaver.

Katelyn Chambers-Katelyn is the daughter of
Bryon and Kimberly Chambers. She is graduating from Big Beaver Falls High School where she
was a member of the Key Club (2 years), French
Club (4 years), Tigerette Squad (4 years),
Health Careers Club, Bible Club (4 years),
Swimming Team (2 years), Book Club (4 years),
and she participated in two musicals.
After graduation, Katelyn plans to attend
Waynesburg University to major in Forensic
Science and Psychology.
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News from the Christian Education Committee
We are seeking volunteers for several Sunday School positions. Please
prayerfully consider using your gifts and talents as Sunday School
Director, Secretary, Teacher or substitute teacher. We are seeking folks
from varied life experiences. If you feel called to assist with any of these
volunteer positions or have ideas on how to enhance the Sunday School program please contact
Janice Angelo 724-857-9875 or Ed Lawson 724-375-9498.
Helpers are still needed for VBS, if you are able to help please contact Karen Barth.
There will be no Jr. Church during the summer months; it will resume in September after Labor
Day.
There are currently three communicants in class led by Mrs. Dianne Kanitra watch for more
about these candidates in the bulletin.
The Fall Festival has been scheduled for Saturday, September 24. Watch the Lamplighter and
bulletin for more on fall festival.

NEWS FROM THE MISSION & EVANGELISM
COMMITTEE
75 Guests were served a meal of penne, meatballs, tossed salad and
various types of cake at Manna a ministry of the House of Prayer
Lutheran Church in Aliquippa on Tuesday, May 17. Over 20 members, including 5 youth, of
Ohio UP participated in preparing, serving or cleaning up after the meal. Thank you to everyone
who participated in anyway! Our next time serving at Manna will be Tuesday, September 20,
2011.
The next Minute for Mission will be Young Life on September 25, 2011.
Mark your calendars on Sunday July 24, 2011 for the New Wilmington Missionary Conference.
We will be taking the van and hope to have it filled! It is an enlightening day visiting with
missionaries from around the world—and it is practically in our own back yard. The day ends
with a moving worship and praise service. For more information visit NWMCMISSION.org.
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Sun

Rev. Powell will be
on vacation from
June 20-July 4th.
5
Graduate
Recognition

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

4
Sale of Sales 9-1
Youth Work Day in
Aliquippa

11

Tue

June 2011
Mon
1
Deacon’s 6:30 pm

2
3
Ascension of the Lord Sale of Sales set up
No Youth Group
6-8 pm

10
Hopewell graduation

SOS donations 10-1
6-8

9

18

SOS donations 10-1
6-8

7
8
Women’s Assoc. 7pm
Present & new board
members attend

17

24

T R I P

S C H O O L

16

B I B L E

C A M P

23

W O R K

30
No youth group

25
Youth return from
work camp trip

15

14
Session mtg. 7pm

28

29

21 Summer begins 22

V A C A T I O N

6
Last bells practice

27

Y O U T H

20
Rev. Powell vacation
begins

12 Pentecost13
Wear Red!
Communion
Fellowship time after
worship
19 Father’s Day
Commissioning of
Youth work trip
members
Work Camp begins
26
Youth Sunday
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