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                  Ohio United Presbyterian Church    

                         July 2013 

Dear Friends, 
 

 In picking up where I left off last month in discussing the mechanics of the Call 
Process, I wish to focus a bit on the “usual and customary” procedures for the Sunday 
the candidate preaches and the Congregational Meeting that follows.  Let me add here 
a word of caution and reminder that this is a three-way Call between the Candidate, the 
Congregation, and the Presbytery.  If the Congregation votes to Call Mr. Nicholas Marlatt to be your next 
Installed Pastor, and if he agrees to the Terms of the Call, he must yet be examined on the floor of Beaver
-Butler Presbytery and be approved.  And while all looks favorable to this working out, I have learned from 
experience and observation to never presume that something is a foregone conclusion – or to use a  
colloquial phrase:  “Don’t count your chickens before they’ve hatched.” 
 
 As for the worship service itself on June 30th, the order of worship will remain basically the same 
as it has been.  A member of the Pastor Nominating Committee will act as liturgist, and Mr. Marlatt will 
give the Children’s Sermon, lead the congregation in the respective prayers, and preach the sermon.  It is 
up to him to pick the hymns, provide the written prayers, etc.  In other words, it is the key time for him to 
reveal a bit of his heart to you through leading the congregation in the worship of God.  So many folks 
continue out of habit to refer to pastor search committees as “pulpit” committees, as if preaching is the 
only thing a pastor does that counts.  We need to banish such attitudes from our hearts, because it rein-
forces the sinful attitude that a worship service is about pleasing the congregation, rather than about  
glorifying God first.  So, please accept this word of caution as you come to church on the 30th:  do not  
forget that our first order of business is to give honor & glory to God through Jesus Christ, and the second 
that day is to seek to discern if this is truly God’s calling that Mr. Marlatt not only serve Ohio Church as its 
next Installed Pastor, but is called to lead you into greater work for the Kingdom! 
 
 At the close of the final hymn of the worship service, I will come forward to moderate the  
Congregational Meeting.  After the preliminaries of attesting to a quorum, appointment of the Clerk and 
Tellers, and some words of instruction, the Chairperson of the Pastor Nominating Committee, Elder  
Dianne Kanitra, will be called upon to present their report and to put in nomination Mr. Marlatt.  After this, 
a member of the PNC will escort Mr. Marlatt to the Pastor’s Office and wait with him there while the  
motion is discussed and the vote taken.  This vote will be by secret ballot.  While the Tellers are counting 
the ballots, we will have a hymn sing.  Upon completion of the count, the Tellers will report their findings.  
A member of the PNC will then go to the Pastor’s Office to inform Mr. Marlatt of the outcome of the vote, 
and if it is favorable, that person will then bring back word as to whether or not he accepts the call. 
 
 Before Mr. Marlatt is brought back into the sanctuary, the Terms of the Call will be presented by 
the PNC, discussed, amended if it is the Congregation’s desire to do so, and then approved.  This will be 
a voice-vote.  A member of the Pastor Nominating Committee will then go and inform him of the outcome 
of this vote, and invite him to return to the sanctuary. 
 
 There will be two more votes yet to be taken before the meeting ends:  one, to dismiss the Pastor 
Nominating Committee, with thanks, upon the Benediction of Mr. Marlatt’s Ordination  and Installation  
Service (a date yet to be set), and the other, to appoint representatives from the Congregation to attend 
the Tuesday, July 30th, Presbytery Meeting at Valencia in order to attest to the actions of the Congrega-
tion.  These two representatives are usually the Elder Commissioners, and cannot be members of the 
PNC (for they would be validating their own work, which is unethical).   
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 (Rev. Powell’s article concluded) 

I personally prefer to have at last two alternates, in case one or both of the Elder Commissioners should 
not be able to attend the meeting.  It is important to both the Candidate and the Presbytery for there to 
be a good attendance of members of the Congregation showing support for Mr. Marlatt.  Therefore, I 
ask that you seriously consider making an effort to attend.  (Registration starts at 5:30 p.m., the meeting 
convenes at 6:00 p.m.  I will not know when on the docket the Committee On Ministry’s report and Mr. 
Marlatt’s examination will be scheduled until the week before – and just because a report is slated for a 
certain time, doesn’t mean that is when it will happen, for there can be both delays and advances in the 
docket based upon the pace of the meeting.)  It would be great if the van was filled up for that evening, it 
would be incredible if the bus was needed!!  Whether you wish to incorporate some sort of celebratory 
stop either before or after the meeting at one of the many restaurants in the Cranberry Township area, I 
leave up to your discretion. . . 
 
 I have one final word of caution regarding the vote on calling not only Mr. Marlatt, but any candi-
date to a church.  Sometimes, certain persons will vote “No” just out of sheer malice.  It isn’t that the 
candidate has proven to be defective or offensive in some way, but rather such persons seek to justify 
their actions by saying that they are “keeping the pastor humble,” or some such excuse.  Let me sug-
gest that such persons themselves are perhaps foremost in pride, and should cease from projecting 
their own faults onto others.  Such an attitude in a congregation sows seeds of discontent where there 
need be none and if left to fester, will create a root of bitterness and dissention.  There are those minis-
ters who will not accept a less than unanimous vote to serve a congregation, for they do not wish to start 
off with controversy and criticism knowing that it will only grow.  And should the vote be as low as 90% 
in favor, even though that is a very high margin in secular politics, such a vote can be considered by 
many as a “deal breaker.”  So beware and govern yourselves accordingly!  
  

This is an exciting time in the life of Ohio United Presbyterian Church, and I am genuinely glad 
for you.  It is time for you to move forward into the future God has in store for you, and it is my hope and 
prayer that you will do so with a sense of joy!  

  
In Christ’s Love, 
 
Rev. Powell  

A HUGE Thank You 
to the members of the PNC  

for all their work these many 

months! 

*Dianne Kanitra, *Bob Hurni, 

*Jim Novacek, *Eleanor Pike, 

*Chuck Adamski, *Betty Solinski, 

*Sharon Neville, *Lynn Smith 



 4 

 



 5 

 

  
N

E
W

S
 F

R
O

M
 T

H
E

 P
E

W
S

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR  

CONTACT INFO! 

Do you have a new email  

address?  Have you 

dropped your landline and only use your cell 

phone now?  Have you moved?  If you can 

answer “YES” to any of these, please con-

tact the church office today to update your 

contact information so we keep you informed 

of important church news. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COME MEET YOUR NEXT 

(HOPEFULLY) PASTOR! 

The Fellowship/Membership Committee is 

hosting a Potluck Dinner on Saturday, 6/29 

at the church, for the purpose of meeting 

your pastoral candidate, Nicholas Marlatt. 

The committee will provide ham bbq,  

beverages and a dessert.  If your name 

begins with A-L you are asked to bring a 

vegetable dish; M-Z a salad of some kind.  

Nick’s wife and daughter are disappointed 

that they will be unable to attend at this time 

but look forward to meeting everyone soon.   

 

 

 

SERVICE HOURS AVAILABLE! 

Attention high school students needing  

service hours-there are opportunities each 

week to earn service hours by working down 

at the Franklin Avenue Communicycle-

Aliquippa Bike shop!  The shop is open 

Thursday evenings from 6:00-8:30 and  

Saturday mornings from 9:30-12:00.  There 

is a need for people to greet visitors, to help 

with simple bike repairs, and to build 

 relationships with the kids and adults who 

are working toward earning a bike.   

ADULTS:  There is a great need for adults 

also to help with renovations to the building 

that houses the Communicycle Bike Shop!   
 

For more information on how you can  

volunteer, please contact Lee Montanari @ 

montanaril@firstenergycorp.com  

AS OF: CURRENT BALANCE 
 IN FUND: 

6/16 $13,387.64 

THE GAME HAS CHANGED!!!!! 

Come watch the Pirates take on the 

Arizona Diamondbacks 

Sunday, August 18th 

@ 1:35 pm  

Tickets are $11.00 for adults 

$7.00 for age 14 and under 

Every Sunday is Kid’s Day and there is a 

Neil Walker Jersey Cooler Bag for all kids 

14 years and younger! 

Sign up with a bulletin insert or  

contact Patti Strominger: 

 (724) 495-2146 

pattistr@gmail.com 

There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex for 

people to volunteer to water the flowers 

around the church grounds.  You may sign 

up for as many dates as you would like.  It 

only takes approximately 45 minutes to an 

hour to water everything.  If you have any 

questions, please speak with Harriet Kulha 

or someone from the Property Committee. 

FROM THE FROM THE FROM THE    

PROPERTY COMMITTEE:PROPERTY COMMITTEE:PROPERTY COMMITTEE:   
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 July 

4 Grace Novacek 

5 Carolyn Harmotto 

6 Bonnie Martin 

 Louise Broadwater 

7 Joshua Magee 

 Margaret Ward 

8 Jennifer Psik 

 Janice Adamski 

9 Chris Otto 

17 Steve Ward 

20 Kingsley Sebastian 

21 MacKenzie Fouse 

25 Susan Palochak 

26 Rob Harmotto 

28 Edna Petrella 

 Alexa Burak 

29 Janet Laird 

30 Jesseca Muslin 

 Kennedy Sebastian 

 Jennifer Davis 

5 Drew & Janis Lewis 

7 Jim & Julie Novacek 

 Ed & Sue Burak 

9 Roger & Belinda Nolte 

10 Ken & Andrea Tamburrino 

31 Jim & Vanessa Augspurger 

ON THE LIGHT SIDE 

The easiest way to find something lost 

around the house is to buy a 

replacement! 

“The Pastor will preach his 

farewell message, after 

which the choir will sing 

‘Break Forth Into Joy’.” 

Church Bulletin Blooper of the month: 
SAVE THE DATE:  AUGUST 25THSAVE THE DATE:  AUGUST 25THSAVE THE DATE:  AUGUST 25TH   

ALL CHURCH PICNIC ATALL CHURCH PICNIC ATALL CHURCH PICNIC AT   

   HOPEWELL PARKHOPEWELL PARKHOPEWELL PARK---Shelter #3. Shelter #3. Shelter #3.    

   MORE DETAILS NEXT MONTH.MORE DETAILS NEXT MONTH.MORE DETAILS NEXT MONTH.   

   

SATURDAYSATURDAYSATURDAY   

SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER 

21ST 21ST 21ST    

4:004:004:00---7:00 PM7:00 PM7:00 PM   

   

Fall Fest is back in 2013!  Be Fall Fest is back in 2013!  Be Fall Fest is back in 2013!  Be 

watching the bulletins and the watching the bulletins and the watching the bulletins and the 

August Lamplighter for more August Lamplighter for more August Lamplighter for more    

information about this fun event.information about this fun event.information about this fun event.   
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May 2013 
 
Dear Friend: 
 
Coach Dan was kneeling at the feet of a freshman football player in the locker room before practice.  As he 
carefully wrapped Tommy’s weak ankles with athletic tape, he chirped to a savvy senior who was leaning 
against the wall, “Hey Kev, why don’t you tell Tommy what we’re doing tonight?” 
 
It was a perfectly-timed question, tossed like a soft lateral pass in a carefully-planned play.  And Kevin was 
more than ready to run the ball.  “Want to come to Young Life?” the senior asked the freshman.  “It’s at my 
house.  You should come.” 
 
That night, Tommy sat wide-eyed in a crowded room full of high school kids as Coach Dan stood, opened the 
Bible and began to talk about Jesus.  “Everyone was silent and listening,” Tommy said.  “The relationship he 
had with kids commanded respect, and we gave it to him freely.” 
 
That summer, Coach Dan invited Tommy to Young Life camp, but Tommy’s parents said “no.”  The camp 
dates conflicted with the family vacation.  Coach Dan, however, was prepared to run a “Hail Mary pass”.  
“What if you, me and your friend Mike go to camp a different week, just us three?”  So Coach Dan took two 
trips to camp that summer, and on one of those trips, Tommy met Jesus Christ. 
 
Ten years later, Dan was diagnosed with a terminal disease, and the tables of friendship turned between  
him and Tommy.  Tommy moved into Dan’s basement and installed a doorbell so that Dan’s wife could ring 
him at all hours of the night.  Now it was Tommy who often knelt at Dan’s feet or opened the Bible and talked 
to Dan about Jesus. 
 
When Coach Dan died, it appeared he had left Tommy a page from his personal playbook.  Tommy  
volunteered to coach lacrosse at the local high school where he wanted to start Young Life.  That summer, 
Coach Tommy took 13 players to camp.  Someday, all 13 of them will be huddled around Coach Dan in 
heaven, asking him to recount the “Hail Mary pass” he ran for Tommy.  After all, it was that strategic  
completion that eventually changed their lives. 
 
Thank you for making stories like this possible with your support.  I am deeply grateful.  It’s a privilege to  
partner with you in Young Life. 
 
In Christ, 
Denny Rydberg, President 

Spotlight on: 

Aliquippa Impact 
 

A.M.P. (Aliquippa  
        Mission Programs) 
 

Campus Crusade for 
Christ International-
Pacific Islands 

 

Christians United in  
        Beaver County 
 

Church Army-
Aliquippa/Uncommon 
Grounds Café  

 

Manna 
 

Meals on Wheels 
 

M.H.Y. Family Services 
 

McCormack Foundation 
 

Presbyterian Frontier  
        Fellowship 
 

Salvation Army 
 

Wycliffe Bible  
        Translators 
 

Young Life 

 

MISSIONS SUPPORTED BY OHIO UP CHURCH 
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From College: 

Sarah (Zakrajsek) Ramp-Sarah is the daughter 

of Fred and Patty Zakrajsek.  She graduated with a 

B.S. in Civil Engineering from Carnegie Mellon  

University in May 2013.  She received University 

Honors, College Honors, was an Andrew Carnegie 

scholar, and was inducted into Chi Epsilon (civil 

engineering honor society) and Tau Beta Pi 

(engineering honor society). 

Throughout 4 years at college she was a leader in 

New Life Christian Fellowship.  She served as an 

RA for 1 year and wrote for the school newspaper. 

She is currently working as a civil engineering in-

tern and will complete a Masters of Science in Civil 

Engineering also from Carnegie Mellon by  

December 2013.   

She currently lives in Squirrel Hill, PA with her  

husband, J.W. Ramp.   
 

Kristi Lucas-Kristi is the daughter of Nancy & Ken 

Lucas.  She is a recent graduate of North Carolina 

Wesleyan College where she graduated with a  

degree in Business.  While attending school, she  

articipated in Volleyball, Fellowship of Christian  

Athletes (FCA), the Student Athlete Advisory  

Committee and was recognized in Who’s Who in 

American Universities.  She graduated Summa 

Cum Laude.  Upon graduation, Kristi plans to work 

in Project Management. 

 

Scott Byers-Scott is the son of Alan and Diane 

Byers.  Scott graduated in December 2012 from 

Slippery Rock University where he earned a degree 

in Marketing.  He recently completed an internship 

at Disney World in Orlando, FL. 

Erin Augspurger-Erin is the daughter of Jim and 

Vanessa Augspurger.  She is a graduate of North 

Carolina Wesleyan College, where she graduated 

with a degree in Biology.  While in school she  

participated in Volleyball, Fellowship of Christian 

Athletes (FCA), and served as a Spanish/Latino 

Mentor, and on the Student Athletic Leadership 

Committee.  She also received All Academic Team 

honors.  She plans to continue her education and 

attend graduate school. 

 

 

Grace Novacek-Grace is the daughter of Jim and 

Julie Novacek.  She graduated from Lock Haven 

University with a degree in Sport Management.  

While attending Lock Haven, she participated in 

Varsity Volleyball, Students Helping Students, and 

the Honors Program.  She graduated Summa Cum 

Laude.  Grace plans to attend graduate school at 

Springfield College. 

From High School: 

Hannah Palochak-Hannah is the daughter of 

Larry and Susan Palochak.  She graduated from 

Hopewell High School.  While in school she partici-

pated in Class Club of 2013, as a Homeroom Rep., 

Student Council VP, Health Careers Club President, 

National Honor Society, Latin Club, S.A.L.A.  

participant, Captain of the Swim Team, and was a 

3-year member of Track & Field Team.  Hanna was 

named a Marine Corp Distinguished Athlete, and 

received Westinghouse Science Honors Institute 

honors.  She received a Burzese Nursing Scholar-

ship.  Upon graduation she plans to attend the 

University of Akron to be a member of the 

Women’s Varsity Swim Team and to major in nurs-

ing.  She hopes to one day be a nurse practitioner 

and specialize in pediatrics and neonatology. 

 

Jonathan Lech- Jon is a graduate of Hopewell 

High School.  He participated in Varsity Soccer, the 

Track & Field Team, Bowling Team, Band and the 

Ski Club.  Jon received his Eagle Scout award as a 

member of Boy Scout Troop 435.  His Eagle Scout 

project was the restoration of the Ohio UP Church 

cemetery.  Jon received Scholar Athlete Awards 

and lettered in all sports.  He plans to attend Penn 

State-Beaver in the fall to study Electrical Engi-

neering. 

Keith Murdoch-Keith is the son of Doug and 

Sherri Murdoch.  He is a recent graduate of  

Hopewell High School.  Keith was a member of the 

Soccer team, Book Club, and helps Skybacher  

Ministries with Pray & Play youth group and  

summer camps.  He earned his Eagle Scout award 

as a member of Troop 486.  His Eagle Scout  

project was to install carpeting in the church  

library and to renovate the Youth Room.  Keith 

plans to attend CCBC in the fall to major in  

English. 

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2013!CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2013!CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2013!   
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE? 
By Ella Mae Spieker 

 

 

 

The answers to last month’s Bible Quiz: 
1. James    2. Matthias    3. Matthew    4. Peter    5. John  

6. Paul    7. John    8. Peter, Andrew, James & John 
 

Have you taken the time to do these quizzes?  
 It’s a great way to review or learn some Bible trivia. 

 
In this month’s questions, I’m not going to give you any answers to choose from.  

I will, however, give you scriptures for you to look up if you need to. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Have you ever wanted to find something in the Bible but didn’t know exactly 

where to look?  If you go in the church library, we have a book called  
“Nave’s Topical Bible”.  I have found it very helpful at times.   

Look under #220.51. 
 

Have a great summer!  Hope to see you in September with the answers to this 
month’s quiz. 

 

What were the original names of these biblical characters? 

Question Scripture Help Answer Here 

1. Abraham & Sarah Genesis 17:5, 15  

2. Israel Genesis 32:28  

3. Peter John 1:42  

4. Paul Acts 13:9  

5. Belteshazzar Daniel 1:6-7  

Mara Ruth 1:20  
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