For the New Year
Hold fast to your faith (Hebrews 4:14)
Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25)
Pray earnestly every day (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18)
Pray for great blessings (Malachi 3:10)
Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22)
Neglect not your talents and opportunities (Galatians 6:10)
Examine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5)
Work diligently for the Lord (1Corinthians 15:58)
Yield your members to righteousness (Romans 6:11, 16)
Exercise yourself in godliness (1 Timothy 4:7)
Aim for a perfect, mature faith (Hebrews 6:1)
Redeem the time (Ephesians 5:15-16)
-Gus Nichols
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This edition of the “Lamplighter” marks the transition from bulk
mailing via the United States Post Office to primarily electronic mailing, with
printed copies available for pick-up in the narthex and mailed first-class to
those who do not use a computer. This is a direct result of the careful and
deliberate examination of the Active Membership Roll the past two years and the sad consequence
that we now have too few homes on the mailing list to warrant a bulk mail permit. This will save
money in terms of postage, paper, and wear on the duplicator – but that is a pyrrhic victory, at best.
My concern is that this move from a printed paper format to an electronic one does not weaken our
communication within the congregation. I have gone through such a change in the past two years
with an historical society to which I belong, and can say from experience that it was not detrimental
to the group. So my hope is that Ohio Church will have a similar transition experience.
Another area of concern I see in the life of Ohio Church stems from the tragic school
shooting in Newtown, Connecticut this past December 14th. As I see it, this issue involves two main
subjects: safety and treatment of the mentally ill.
In terms of safety – it behooves all of us to be aware of our surroundings and employ
sound precautions. The most dangerous person to ourselves is ourselves, especially when we are
either reckless, ignore proper safety procedures, or are oblivious to what is going on around us.
One’s degree of awareness and preparation is often based upon prior experience – for example,
there are those who do not bother using locks until after they have been robbed, even though
“common sense” would dictate to regularly employ such devices. Unfortunately, there are those
experiences that can be fatal and from which no learning can take place – except, perhaps, by
others. Carrying a firearm for personal protection falls into this category. As more and more
shootings occur, gun sales increase and so do applications for concealed carry permits. More and
more people are taking their own safety and protection seriously. Many in America have lived
rather insulated lives, giving little heed to such things as emergency preparedness and self-defense.
But, that is changing – and I believe it is a healthy response. (For instance, how many of you have
a “grab & go bag” ready should you have to evacuate due to a successful terrorist attack upon the
nuclear power plant? My guess is few to none. My wish is all would be ready for any such
disaster.)
In terms of treating the mentally ill – the proverbial “pendulum” has swung from institutionalizing all who suffer from any mental illness in order to protect society from the effects, to closing
residential hospitals, “mainstreaming” the mentally ill, and limiting their damaging effects upon self,
family and society via medication and therapy. For the most part, this works – for those who
comply. A compounding issue in the present day, though, is the overlay of “civil rights for the
mentally ill,” where the net effect often seems to result in the mentally ill having the “right” to not
comply with treatment and thus wreak havoc upon society in general and their family in particular
with no recourse whereby the As a bit of a disclaimer, and without going into detail, I must confess
that I have had extraordinary experiences related to both the issues of personal safety and the treatment of the mentally ill. I realize that my experiences do influence my opinions on these matters.
By God’s grace, though, the “losses” in my life have been turned into “gains” in order to help others,
which lead me back to you, the members of Ohio United Presbyterian Church.
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(Continued from page 2)
It is important that we remain vigilant in protecting the church, her members,
the congregation when in worship, and the children. It is one thing to feel comfortable,
relaxed and safe in the confines and familiarity of Ohio Church. It is another thing to
let our guard down completely. Sadly, not only have there been shootings within the
past year in and around schools, movie theaters, and shopping malls throughout our
nation, but fatal shootings have also occurred in churches. And we are not immune
from such evil happening in our midst. By no means do I wish to scare folks away or
cause panic, but rather, these are the facts in which we find ourselves in this day and age. I encourage each one to
“be aware.” If you notice something of concern, please direct your concern to me, an Elder or a Deacon. At the risk
of appearing sexist, I address the following to the men of the church based on the fact that the majority of men are
both larger and stronger than most women: be protective of the congregation. If you see someone acting out in an
inappropriate way, get someone to go with you and deal with the situation in a gentle, loving, yet firm manner. Stay
vigilant, assess the threat level, and deal with the situation appropriately. If someone is brandishing a weapon,
either a gun or a knife, or acting in a highly agitated state to where it could hurt others, call the police right away! If
at all possible, call me – or, in the future, your new pastor – into the situation to help defuse it. It is natural to expect
the pastor to “be in charge” or to “know what to do” in such situations. But, there can be those instances where the
pastor is not present or aware of what is going on, or able to help, or is the object of an attack. In those situations, it
is all the more imperative for others to step to the fore in order to protect the congregation.
Again, I am not writing this in order to cause trouble where none exists. Rather, I offer this in a sense of
“permission giving” to those of you who are vigilant but hesitant to act and words of caution and awareness to the
rest. The “first line of defense” for the congregation is found within ourselves, and we must not shirk our
responsibilities to the innocent and to one another when a threat presents itself. There is much more I could write
about all of this, and I am willing to talk to any who have a concern. For now, though, in the confines of this column
I wish to encourage each of you to be “wise as serpents and harmless as doves,” aware of the times and situation
in which we find ourselves, to give thought and preparation to the risks which surround us, and to act gently,
lovingly yet firmly in a timely manner whenever something amiss is occurring in your midst.
In Christ’s Love,
Rev. Powell

reminder!
the Annual Congregational Meeting is
January 20th immediately following worship.
Your Pastor Nominating Committee:
Jim Novacek
Bob Hurni
Dianne Kanitra
Chuck Adamski
Eleanor Pike
Lynn Smith
Betty Solinski
Sharon Neville
Please keep them and their families in your prayers as they
continue to work through the process of finding your next
installed pastor.

Updated total:

AS OF:

CURRENT BALANCE
IN FUND:

12/16

$8,237.83
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Our Heartfelt Sympathy
Christian Sympathy to
the family and friends of
Jim Barth, who passed
The theme of this year’s retreat will be:
away on December 6th.
Journey Through Lent
The 2013 Women’s Retreat has been
Your New Church Officers for 2013: scheduled at a new location. A large rustic
lodge near Moraine State park has been
Elders-John Martin (2nd term)
reserved for the weekend. The lodge can sleep
Ed Hilliard
up to 18. For those concerned about steps,
Chuck Adamski
there is a restroom on the main floor. It may
Harriet Kulha
be necessary to do steps for the bedrooms, but
DeaconsSharon Neville
we can make sleeping arrangements on an as
Bonnie Martin
needed basis. We will need to prepare our
Kathylee Tolfa
own meals, which will let us explore our
Dolores Hartley
creative sides. The cost is going to depend on
the number of women attending. The
maximum charge will be the same as prior
retreats-$140. The more women attending,
the lower the cost will be. In order to save
paper from numberous sign up sheets, if you
are interested in attending, please contact
Patti Strominger or Donna Craig.
Activities during the retreat will include Bible
study, crafts, and a service project. This is a
Building Fund Sandwich Fundraiser great opportunity to fellowship with each
other, have opportunities for personal quiet
When? Sunday, January 20th
time and reflection, and learn and grow
through Bible study and discussion.
What? Sloppy Joe Sandwich, Salad & Cookie
Cost? $6.50 per lunch

Meals on Wheels

Our church will be baking
for the Five Points and
Why? Benefits the Building Renovation
Aliquippa Meals on
Fund which is allowing much needed
Wheels on January 13th.
renovations to the church manse and also for
Since Aliquippa MOW
church building improvements.
does the meals and lunch bags for both
groups, we need lots of baked goods! Store
bought baked goods are great if you are unable to bake. Money is also accepted so I can
buy the baked goods if
desired. Just bring your cookies, cupcakes,
Thank you to all who participated in this
bundt cakes, angel food cakes, dessert breads,
year’s Youth Christmas Musical and in the
etc. (no nuts please), to church on Sunday,
Christmas Cantata. The music was beautiful! January 13th and leave in the kitchen. Thank
you so much for your concern for those who
are unable to prepare meals for themselves.
-Ella Mae Spieker, Local Church Chairman 5

January Birthdays
2
3
6
10
12
16
18
19
20
21

Rachel Specht
Dominic Pasquarelli
Jerri Lech
Paul Hurni
Eric Nan
Sara Allen
Michelle Sebastian
Greg Ward
Belinda Nolte
Kevin Smith

22 Richard Kerlin
23 Betty Lou Conrad
Sarah Ramp
24 Marlee Kerlin
Lizz Ward
25 Everitt Laird
27 Jerry Stuck
31 Johnathan Lech
Betty Boguszewski

Lighthouses are now a popular decorating theme for living rooms,
calendars, cards, screen savers, towels and much more. Many images are
infused with shimmering light to symbolize Christian faith and hope.
Yet the purpose of a lighthouse isn’t to look pretty against a sunny skyalthough it does-but to illumine a ship’s way beneath heavy, dark clouds or
a moonless night. Indeed, the lighthouse itself doesn’t even light up until
its surroundings grow dark!
Surely Jesus loves to share our joys, and we praise his glory during life’s
bright times. But God’s primary purpose for coming to live among us was
to save us from the storm of sin; to illumine our path through the darkness
of death, in all its forms; to be the light guiding all people safely home. Jesus’ light shines for us
day and night, rain or shine, to bless us with faith and hope.
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