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Outside the leaves are quickly changing
from green to yellows, reds, oranges and
browns. The nights are getting quite a bit chillier, the days are getting shorter and the air is
taking on a more brisk quality. Autumn has
definitely arrived. The markers of the transition
of the seasons abound all around us. Outwardly, the fall season appears to be one of
calming down, getting settled in for winter dormancy. External signs of growth have ceased,
the grass is growing much more slowly, flowers
and plants look tired and signs of dormancy
abound. But there is much going on “behind
the scenes”. All of the perennial plants are
working hard at storing up sugars and nutrients
in their roots in preparation for next spring. In
essence, they are preparing and setting the
foundation for renewed growth when spring
returns. This metaphor also applies with what is
going on here at Ohio Church. The church is
preparing to elect new Elders and Deacons at
our upcoming Congregational Meeting on
November 17th. These leaders are foundational
for the health of the church. It is imperative
that they are built upon the cornerstone that is
Jesus in order to ensure healthy, proper growth.
Therefore, we must be in prayer for the new
elders and deacons, as well as, the current
elders and deacons. Pray that they may be
receptive to the guidance of God’s Spirit and
that they are strong and courageous in their
task. The book of Joshua has taught us that we
can trust God to guide us into the glorious
place He has prepared for us, but we must be
strong and courageous as we seek to obediently follow Him. Finally, pray that the foundation of the church is built upon Jesus so we will
be ready for healthy growth when spring
comes.
Switching gears a little, I want to look
back and reflect upon the last month and then
look forward to the quickly approaching

Advent season. Looking
back, October has been a
wonderful month, full of
beautiful weather, a couple
of wins by the Steelers, and
some fantastic fellowship
opportunities. The Fall Harvest dinner was a
mashing success (if I do say so myself). Approximately 100 people attended and the church
was filled the smell of a great turkey dinner,
many members of our church family, and the
sound of great conversation. As well, the
Deacons rose to the occasion in providing a
completely vegan fellowship time on Sunday
the 27th to honor John and Alison Stanley as
they joined us for their last minute for mission
before leaving in January. Well done to both
the Women’s Association and the Deacons for
all your hard work.
Looking forward, the Deacons and
Women’s Association are partnering in the
Hanging of the Greens. Mark Sunday, November 24th on your calendars because our church
family will spend time after the service sharing a
meal and decorating the church in preparation
for the Advent and Christmas season. This will
be one Sunday not to miss. As well, we will be
having a Congregational Meeting on Sunday,
November 17th in order to elect the next class
of Elders and Deacons. This will be a short
meeting after the service, but please plan to
be here to participate. Finally, we will be
celebrating the Lord’s Supper on Sunday,
December 1st. I mention it here, because this is
the first Sunday of Advent and it starts early this
year. I will again be heading out to provide
Communion to anyone who is homebound or
cannot make the service on December 1st.
Please make sure to contact the office before
Monday, November 25th if you or anyone you
know would like Communion.
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Carter Kokoskie
Robert Kimble
Evelyn McElhose
Julie Novacek
Mary McCartney-Adair
Margaret Young
Edith Wagner
Dorothy Elko
Maude Williams
Patricia Slezak
Bev Abate

21 Trudy Boggs
Mike Kamenski
22 Barbara Corsi
23 Amy Muslin
24 Sarah Jane Shaffer
Elaine Verostek
26 Erin Augspurger
27 Gina Arzberger
28 Jim Augspurger
30 Cherryl Lachowicz
Emma Kokoskie

18 Jon Moss & Donna Craig
20 Eric & Kristen Nan

ABC’S OF LIFE
Accept differences, Be kind, Count your blessings, Dream, Express thanks,
Forgive, Give freely, Harm no one, Imagine more, Jettison anger,
Keep confidences, Love truly, Master something, Nurture hope,
Open your mind, Pack lightly, Quell rumors, Reciprocate, Seek wisdom,
Touch hearts, Understand, Value truth, Win graciously, Xeriscape,
Yearn for peace, Zealously support a worthy cause.
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

There will be a Congregational Meeting to elect officers on November 17th,
immediately following the worship service. Please make every effort to
attend this important meeting.

THANK YOU FROM OUR MEMBERS:
FROM MARIAN DOUGLASS:
Dear friends,
Thank you for your cheerful calls and beautiful cards. It was good medicine. You’re the BEST!
Love and Gratitude,
Marian Douglass

FROM SARAH JANE SHAFFER:
Sarah would like to thank everyone for their cards and prayers while she was
in the hospital and during her recovery.

FROM MARGARET ZAKRAJSEK:
Margaret would like to thank everyone for their cards and prayers she received following her
recent fall and surgery.

WESTMINSTER CLASS UPDATE
The time has been changed for the class on the Westminster Confession of
Faith. It still meets every other Wednesday but will now meet at 7:30 pm. Even
if you have not attended this class before it’s not too late to join us. If you
have any questions, you can call Jim Novacek at 724-857-0192.

COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES
The Women’s Association is once again coordinating the College Care Package
program for our college students. Please provide a current address for all college
students who are members of Ohio UP so they can receive one of these wonderful boxes full of goodies as they prepare for final exams. You can email or call
the information to the church office, or leave a note in the offering plate. There
are marked boxes in the Narthex for you to place donated items for our students.
Suggested items include: snacks, candy, ramen noodles, pens, playing cards,
index cards, gum. The packages will be assembled and mailed the week after Thanksgiving.

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS
We will once again be ordering Advent devotional booklets. This year the
devotional is entitled “Elements of Advent” and it explores the meaning
behind the elements of Advent that help us bond with our Lord during this
busy time. The author then connects those elements to songs by Christian
musician Peter Mayer, which you can access through a website. Order
your copy with the bulletin insert or by calling the church office.

SOUP SALE FUNDRAISER
There will be a Soup Sale fundraiser on November 17th, immediately following
the worship service. You can pre-order soup with the bulletin insert or by calling the church office. This month’s soup is Wedding Soup, and will be sold for
$6.50 per quart jar. The proceeds benefit the Building Fund.
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MISSIONS SUPPORTED BY OHIO UP CHURCH

Spotlight on:
Aliquippa Impact

Aliquippa Impact

Manna

A.M.P. (Aliquippa
Mission Programs)

Meals on Wheels

Campus Crusade for
Christ InternationalPacific Islands
Christians United in
Beaver County
Church ArmyAliquippa/Uncommon
Grounds Café

M.H.Y. Family Services
McCormack Foundation
Presbyterian Frontier
Fellowship
Salvation Army
Wycliffe Bible
Translators
Young Life

Aliquippa Impact (AI) is helping to change lives. But don’t take it from me. I will let Wanda
explain the difference in her son Mark’s life: “AI’s summer camp kept my son off the streets,
taught him a lot, and began teaching him about God. They explained the Bible in everyday
life to the children.” Mark has been in AI programs since its beginning eight years ago.
Wanda explained that her faith has also been strengthened through her son’s involvement in
AI. Being a single mother, she works hard and used to stay home to rest on Sundays. About
six years ago, the AI staff led Mark into a personal relationship with Jesus, about which
Wanda commented, “Seeing Mark always get up for church encouraged me and I am now
much more active in my faith.”
She added, “The AI staff taught Mark different ways to cope with his anger and how to open
up to me; sometimes it’s hard for boys to open up to their moms and AI definitely helped him
with this.”
“He’s a strong Christian now. He’s matured. He stays active. He’s committed to AI and all
their programs. He is always willing to help me around the house. He’s done a one-eighty”,
she said. “They always have positive things to do for the kids and give a positive outlook on
life. They’ve changed Mark and really have just been amazing,” noted Wanda.
Mark is currently as senior in high school and anticipates going to college this fall. AI is
helping him with the college application process.
Wanda’s affirmation of AI and the transformation of Mark’s life is a direct result of your
financial support. Because you care and give, this year about 120 kids just like Mark
continue to have seeds of hope planted through Aliquippa Impact’s committed staff and
dedicated volunteers.
Steve Rossi, Executive Director
www.aliquippaimpact.org
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MY THANKFUL HEART
Making the stuffing for Thanksgiving dinner helps restore my heart to gratefulness. First I cut
bread into cubes to dry out. Has it really been a year since I thanked God for the simple things
of life? Dear God, thank you for my daily bread. Next I boil giblets for the tasty broth. When
did I last express thanks for my body-even the oft-forgotten parts? Thank you, God, for creating
and sustaining me.
Then I dice onions and celery, adding them to the mixture. That reminds me to thank God for
abundant harvests. Finally I measure raisins, nuts, sage and salt into the stuffing, as scents fill
the air. Lord, help me not grow weary of the interesting “spices” that fill my life.
As the stuffing goes into the oven, warm air wafting into the kitchen, I remember to thank God
for providing my home. Here relatives and friends gather, often an odd combination. Yet when
we bow our heads in thankfulness, we’re an unbeatable mix.
-Mary Ann Sundby
A VETERANS DAY PRAYER
God of all nations, you are our Strength and Shield. We give you thanks today for
the devotion and courage of all those who have offered military service for this
country. We ask today that you would lift up by your Spirit those who are now at
war; encourage and heal those in hospitals or mending their wounds at home;
guard those in any need or trouble; hold safely in your hands all military families
and bring the returning troops to joyful reunion and tranquil life at home. Give to
us, your people, grateful hearts and a united will to honor these men and women. Through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen. -Rev. Dr. J. Phillips
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS/ACTIVITIES
THE WISH TREE
The Women’s Association, in partnership with the
Salvation Army, is once again sponsoring a Wish
Tree. There will be a small Christmas tree set up
in the Narthex with gift tags hung on it. Each tag
has a gift suggestion for a specific boy or girl.
Please purchase and wrap your gift, and then
bring it back to the church with the gift tag attached to the outside of the gift.
The Salvation Army would like the gifts
returned to the church by the end of November.

ALL CHURCH FELLOWSHIP &
HANGING OF THE GREENS!
Sunday, November 24th
After Worship
Come join your Ohio UP Church family for
a delicious meal of homemade
turkey soup and then stay to decorate the
church for the Advent season.
Fun for the whole family!
GINGERBREAD HOUSE DECORATING
Sunday, December 1st
After worship
Be watching the bulletins for
reservation forms to order your
gingerbread house kits. This annual event
is fun for kids of all ages!
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE?
By Ella Mae Spieker
Here is is-Turkey Time! I pray everyone enjoyed the Autumn Harvest Turkey
Dinner sponsored by the Women’s Association. It’s always a great family affair.
Here are the answers to October’s “Who Said That” Bible Quiz:
1) E, 2) H, 3) D, 4) A, 5) L, 6) B, 7) K, 8) F, 9) C, 10) I, 11) G, 12) J

A SIGN UNTO YOU
Write the sign on the line that answers the questions.
1. What was given as a sign that the shepherds had found the baby Jesus? (Luke 2:12)
____________________________________________________________________________________
2. What was given as a sign that God would not flood the earth again? (Genesis 9:13-17)
____________________________________________________________________________________
3. What day was a sign of completion and rest? (Exodus 31:13)_________________________________
4. Who received a wet fleece as a sign of God’s approval? (Judges 6:36-38)________________________
5. Who prophesied a virgin conceiving a child as a sign of God’s presence? (Isaiah 7:14)______________
6. Who set up twelve stones as a sign of God’s parting of the Jordan? (Joshua 4:6)__________________
7. What nation suffered ten plagues that were signs of God’s power? (Exodus 10:2) _________________
8. What food was sign of the deliverance from Egypt? (Exodus 13:7-9)___________________________
Those of you who have small children might like to check the books we have in the Library for
them. There is no need to check them out, just take them. There are Bible story books,
children’s Bibles, Church Mouse stories, Children of Many Lands, etc. The books are on the
bottom shelf so are easy for the children to pick their own. What a good way to learn about the
Bible. Have a look see!!!!
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Sun

Tue

5
ELECTION DAY
Women’s Assoc. 6:30 p

Wed

NICK

6
Deacons 6:30 p
Westminster class 7:30 p

PASTOR

Thu

ON
14

1

9

2

Fri

8

VACATION

16

13

Rachel Circle

15

12

Ruth Circle

23

Session Mtg. 7:00 p

22

21

30

20
Westminster Class 7:30 p

27

29
Church office closed

19

26

28
Happy Thanksgiving!

7

Sat

November 2013
Mon

4
Pray & Play Bowling

On call for Pastor Nick during his time
off: Pastor Mike Anastas 724-378-3821

3
Membership Mtg.

10

11
VETERANS DAY
Pray & Play 4:30

Pray & Play 4:30

18

17
Congregational Mtg.
Soup Sale

Pray & Play 4:30

25

24
Hanging of the Greens &
All Church Fellowship
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