January 2014
The Lamplighter is a monthly publication of Ohio United Presbyterian Church
1236 Longvue Ave., Aliquippa, PA 15001
Church Office Hours-Monday thru Friday 9:00 am-1:30 pm
Church phone (724) 378-3690
Lamplighter deadline for articles-24th of each month

Inside this issue…..
Church Schedule
Pastor Nick’s article
Musical Notes
Birthdays/Anniversaries
& So Much More!
News from the Pews
UnCommon Grounds Café Update
Mission Page-MHY Christmas Program
Presbyterian Frontier Fellowship Update
Calendar

Sunday school for all ages at 9:00 am
Worship Service - 10:00 am
Contact Info for Church
Church email:
† office@ohioupchurch.com
Church website:
†
www.ohiopresbyterian.org
Pastor Nick’s email:
†
ohioupchurch@gmail.com
Pastor Nick’s phone #:
† 1-360-927-3782 (c)

Ohio United Presbyterian Church
January 2014

Happy New Year! I hope and pray that you had a wonderful Advent and
Christmas. I also hope that you were able to find a bit of time to set aside to
reflect upon the earth-shattering and mind-boggling birth of Jesus, who is truly and fully
Immanuel, God with us. Our church family was quite busy, with cookie bazaars, children’s programs, choir cantatas, bell ringing for the Salvation Army, packaging gift
bags for kids at Mars Home for Youth, among many other displays of love and service.
It was a truly wonderful season.
Looking forward, on Sunday January 5th, our new class of ruling elders and deacons will
be ordained and installed during service. The ruling elders will be Sallie Alviani, Dianne
Kanitra, Betty Solinski, and Donna Craig. Our new deacon class will be Jon Moss, Bev
Abate, Julie Novacek and Cherryl Lachowicz. Please congratulate them when you see
them next and continue to pray for these new officers as well as the current ruling
elders and deacons. The following Sunday, January 12th we will be having our annual
congregational meeting to approve the 2014 budget. This meeting will take place
after worship and the elders will be supplying some coffee and treats, so please stay
and participate in the life of the church.
Finally, I want to share a bit of good news and you with you all—the Marlatt family is
growing! Kortney is pregnant and is due June 10. We made an announcement in
worship in December, but I wanted to also share here, in case you had not heard yet.
Grace and peace,

Pastor Nick
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(Musical Notes continued)

in church received the reply, “Well, Sir, David speaks so plain that us cannot mistake ‘un; but as for Mr.
Tate and Brady, they have taken the Lord away.” And Tate himself relates that when he was present at
family prayers at the home of a friend, one of the maids explained her refusal to sing by saying, “if you
must know the plain truth, Sir, as long as you sung Jesus Christ’s Psalms, I sung along with ye; but now
that you sing Psalms of your own invention, ye may sing by yourselves.”
With the official endorsement by King William III, the New Version supplanted the old SternholdHopkins Psalter throughout the Church of England. From England it came to America, where is was
adopted by the American Episcopal Church in 1789. In 1700 Tate and Brady had already published a
supplement to their New Version. The supplement contained sixteen hymns in addition to the metrical
Psalms. One of these original hymns was Tate’s Christmas carol description of the angels’ appearance
to the shepherds as described in Luke 2:8-14-”While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”. All of Tate’s
other hymns from this collection have since been forgotten.
Nahum Tate was born in Dublin in 1652, the son of an Irish clergyman. He was educated at Trinity
College and in 1690 was proclaimed to be the Poet Laureate of England for the Court of William and
Mary during their reign from 1689-1702. His intemperate living (as a drunkard and a spendthrift) eventually led to his downfall, and he died in 1715 at a debtor’s refuge in Southwark, London. Nicholas
Brady, another Irishman and Tate’s personal friend, was educated at both Oxford and Trinity Colleges
and later served the Anglican Church at Cork, England.
“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” ranks as one of our most popular Christmas carols and is
found in nearly every Protestant hymnal. Its purely narrative account about the shepherds is on a level
that even children can visualize and understand easily. The music for this carol has been adapted from
a work by master composer George Frederick Handel.
Handel was born in Halle, Germany, on February 23, 1685. After 1713 he made his home in England
and became a naturalized English citizen in 1727. He is best known for his oratoria, The Messiah, composed in 1741 and completed in just twenty-four days. Though Handel wrote several tunes for specific
hymn texts, his best-known hymn tunes, like this one, have been arranged from his major works.

Submitted by Shirley Fluharty
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EPIPHANY’S SIGNIFICANCE
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The church season of Epiphany begins
on January 6 each year. the name comes
from the Greek word epiphaneia, meaning
“to appear, to show or to manifest”. The
ending date of the Epiphany season is
determined by Ash Wednesday, which is
determined by the date of Easter.
Traditionally, Epiphany Day marks the
arrival of the Magi, or wise men, to worship the infant Jesus. The significance of
Epiphany for Christians is that it symbolizes the first recognition of Christ by
Gentiles, or non-Jews.
The season of Epiphany emphasizes the
divine nature of Jesus, the Light of the
world. Symbols for the season include
light, a star and the color green, which
represents life, growth, hope and eternity.

SAVE THE DATE FOR
THE 2014 WOMEN’S
RETREAT!
When? March 21-23
Where? a lodge near Moraine State Park (same as last year)
Theme? “The Way” Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus
Cost? Approximately $140 but will be adjusted depending on
how many attend.
For those not able to attend the whole weekend, arrangements can be made for a
group to come up Saturday morning and return home on Saturday evening.
The cost would be adjusted accordingly to cover meals and crafts.
For more information, contact Patti Strominger or Donna Craig.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

AT LARGE PROPERTY COMMITTEE (FORMERLY KNOWN AS TRUSTEES)MEMBERS NEEDED!
Please contact the church office with your name and telephone number if you are
willing to help out when needed. This includes work around the church and manse.
DEBORAH’S CIRCLE IS BACK!
The Deborah’s Circle will resume on the fourth Monday of the month at 6:30 pm.
The first meeting will be in the Hurni’ home on January 27th. A light snack will be
provided. Please come out and enjoy some fellowship, no obligation or contract to
sign. For more information, or to find out who Deborah is, please contact Chris Hurni
at 412-414-9182.
SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGERS
Thank you to all who came out and rang the bell for the Salvation Army Kettle
Collection in front of Kuhn’s Market this Christmas season.
THANK YOU!
from Martha Piroli to everyone who sent cards and prayers for her. It was very
much appreciated!
from Elizabeth Hribar for all the love and support for her performance
in The Nutcracker this year.
ORDINATION/INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS
The new class of elders and deacons will be ordained/installed during worship on
January 5th. Please congratulate your officers for 2014. Thank you to those elders
and deacons who are finished with their terms also. Your hard work is appreciated!
ANNUAL YEAR-END COMMITTEE REPORTS DUE!
We will be having our Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 12th after
worship. If you are a committee chair, please have your annual committee report
turned into the church office no later than Monday, January 6th, so they can be
included in the annual report to the congregation.
EAGLE SCOUT FUNDRAISING PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Follow your nose downstairs after worship on Sunday, January 19th for a pancake
luncheon to benefit the Eagle Scout project for Adam Davenport-a Boy Scout with
Troop 486. Adam will be building a gazebo at Hopewell Park.
BAKED ZITI DINNER FUNDRAISER FOR BUILDING FUND-PICK UP 1/19 AFTER WORSHIP
We will be selling Baked Ziti dinners which include salad and a roll, for only $6.50 each.
The dinners are TAKE OUT ONLY! You may order your dinner with the bulletin insert for
only $6.50 each or stop downstairs after worship on the 19th. Enjoy a pancake breakfast downstairs with your church family, and then take your baked ziti dinner home!
PER CAPITA FOR 2014
Here is a breakdown of the Per Capita for 2014 for members: $34.22 total due
Our Beaver-Butler Presbytery receives: $25.00
The Synod of the Trinity receives $2.20
The General Assembly receives $7.02
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AN OHIO UP SUPPORTED MISSION!

MHY Family Services Project
I would like to thank everyone who
contributed time, money and prayer to our
MHY Family Services Christmas Project.
We fulfilled the wishes of 54 children with
your support. This number is up from 40
last year.
This is the second year that we
donated gifts to the kids, who at times feel
invisible. In order to give a personalized gift to each resident, MHY’s Development Manager, Amy Smith, provides us with a spread sheet of favorite color,
size and age, along with their specific wishes. Requested items included such
things as PJs, socks, gloves, journals (everyone is required to keep a journal),
alarm clocks, coloring books, crayons, blankets and pillows. One girl asked for
a warm winter coat size XXXL. When we found it, we sent it to her immediately. Also, one boy asked three times for size 12 shoes. This, too, was sent
without waiting for our Christmas delivery.
The home asked that we give duffel bags for use on weekend visits with
possible foster parents. In the past the kids used cardboard boxes as their
“suitcase”. Uncle Joe’s Scuba Shop donated the wonderful duffel bags which
we used as gift bags. This shop is owned by Joe and Corinna Petrella. Their
donation allowed us to use our money for the presents.
This has been fun, hard and consuming but with my friends, family,
church family and God’s grace we did it. Thank you all once again.
Bev Abate

MHYFS MISSION STATEMENT
MHY Family Services provides a comprehensive
approach to treatment, education, and on-going
support for youth who have experienced an array of
hardships and trauma. MHY’s residential services
follow a creative and holistic approach to building self
esteem, problem solving, developing life skills and
appropriate social behavior, as well as meeting their
individual academic needs.
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PFF is presenting a Minute for
Mission on January 26th
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Sun
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Rachel Circle
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Ruth Circle
Deacons 6:30 pm
Westminster 7:30 pm
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Happy New Year!

Take down Christmas
decorations
Women’s Assoc. Mtg. @
5:00 pm
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Office closed

Pray & Play Youth group
resumes @ 4:30-6:00 pm
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6
Ordination/Installation of
officers
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28
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19
Pancake Breakfast
(fundraiser for Eagle
Scout Project)
After worship
Take Out Baked Ziti

Session Mtg. 7:00 pm

26

Deborah Circle begins @
Chris Hurni’s house

Annual Congregational
Mtg.

PFF Minute for Mission

Sat
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