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Well, the New Year is underway and we are
getting into the swing of things here at Ohio UP
Church. We started a new sermon series the first
Sunday in January. We will be spending the majority
of 2014 working our way through Mark’s Gospel.
Every month I will be highlighting something specific
about Mark’s Gospel which will hopefully help us all
to connect to the text in a deeper and more profound
way. My prayer is this will edify us all and allow us to
mature in our walk with God. This month we will be
discussing the preliminary context of this Gospel—
namely who wrote it, when it was written, where it
was written and why it was written. Our goal is to
situate the Gospel in its context a bit in order to give
us a little background knowledge so we can read it
better.
So we begin with who wrote it. You may be
saying to yourself, “Pastor Nick, it is called Mark’s
Gospel, so Mark wrote it.” You are right. But who
exactly was Mark? Perhaps you already know, but I
was one of those ‘difficult’ kids in school who always
asked questions and wanted to know why. And guess
what…I never grew out of it. This Gospel has no
reference to the name of the author. Nowhere within
the Gospel does it say anything to the effect of “I,
Mark, have written this.” Go ahead, read through the
whole book and see. So why does Scripture attribute
this Gospel to Mark? We find our answer in Church
history and tradition. Papias (c.60-130 AD), the
bishop of Hieropolis (near the NT churches in
Colossae and Laodicea) wrote that Mark, who was the
companion and interpreter of the apostle Peter, was
the author of this Gospel. According to Papias, Mark
traveled with the apostle Peter and wrote down his
collected memories of Peter’s time with Jesus. Papias
is not the only one who passed on this tradition of
Markan authorship. Clement of Alexandria (c.150214), a presbyter in Egypt and Irenaeus (c.115-202)

the Bishop of Lyons in Gaul (modern-day France)
both attested the same thing about Mark as Papias.
So the Church believed, from a very early date, from
Gaul to Egypt to Asia that Mark, the companion of
the Apostle Peter, wrote this Gospel.
The question of when Mark wrote his Gospel
is a bit tricky. Again, he does not write anywhere in
the Gospel the date he wrote it. Most scholars agree
the Gospel was written sometime between 60 and 70
AD, with the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans
as the latest possible date—all in all, pretty early. The
location of composition is also unknown. Again,
modern scholars have many theories, one being the
traditional belief—passed on by Clement of
Alexandria—that Mark’s Gospel was written in Rome.
Ultimately, the lack of evidence within the Gospel
itself gives the impression that Mark did not think it
mattered to his audience. His focus is clearly upon
describing Jesus’ ministry, death and resurrection.
And this gets us to our final question—why Mark
wrote his Gospel.
Again we look to early Church history and
tradition to help us. Again, we find Papias, Clement,
Irenaeus and Origen (c.185-c.254) all giving very
similar reasons for why Mark wrote his Gospel. They
all write that Mark was a companion to Peter, helping
him in his ministry over a long period of time. Peter
himself never wrote an account of Jesus’ life, but
presented Jesus’ teachings as the situation demanded
it during his ministry. Mark collected these teachings
and wrote them down at the request of many
believers. Mark wrote down Peter’s authoritative
public teaching about Jesus. As a result, the Gospel
of Mark has been quoted in Christian literature
originating from every place in the early church’s
mission and ministry—Africa, Asia and throughout
the Mediterranean. From the beginning of the
worldwide Christian witness, Mark’s Gospel has been 2

(Pastor Nick’s article continued)
a regular and widely used part of the worship of the
Church and as a source for knowing Jesus Christ.
And so we stand in good company alongside countless Christians throughout the history of the
Church as we spend the year in Mark’s Gospel,
learning about the ministry, mission and life of
Jesus Christ. May we grow in faith, maturity and
love of God.
I also have two other items of family
business I would like to draw your attention to this
month. The first is communication. The session
and I would like to improve our communication
between the leadership (elders and deacons) and
the congregation. One of the things we will do to
help improve communication is to include minutes
from the Session meetings in the Lamplighter every
month. This will allow everyone to see what is
happening in the various committees. My hope is
this that you, the attentive readers of the
Lamplighter, will feel more connected to what
Session is working on and, most importantly, you
will be able to give us your comments, concerns,
suggestions and ideas. The Session is the representative governing body of this congregation and as
such, it needs your input in order to govern and
lead well. Therefore, if you have any ideas on how
to ensure open channels of communication please
let us know.

Secondly, you will also find in this month’s
Lamplighter a letter regarding Per Capita. My
hope is the letter will help explain Per Capita more
clearly than I did at last month’s congregational
meeting. If the waters are still a bit muddy—
meaning I did not clear up your questions—please
do not hesitate to call, e-mail or stop by the church
to talk. Additionally, I will also be bringing up Per
Capita a bit more regularly throughout the year as a
reminder. If you are anything like me (God save
you if you are) you may have a tendency to be
forgetful every now and then. I know I need to be
reminded of things as I can forget, so the regular
Per Capita reminder is just that, a friendly
reminder. We will also provide a Per Capita
envelope every quarter with your giving envelopes.
You can split up the Per Capita amount into 4
quarterly payments, you can pay it all at once, you
can pay it monthly. We want you to know you have
options.
Goodness, I have rambled on for long
enough. I hope and pray this edition of the
Lamplighter finds you well. I look forward to
seeing you all in worship.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Nick

these members have recently moved!
Sue Berry
1213 Ridgeway Avenue
Aliquippa, PA 15001
phone: 724-203-0570

Mary McCartney-Adair
Franciscan Manor
71 Darlington Rd.
Room 113
Beaver Falls, PA 15010
412-327-2952 (cell)

3

Per Capita-What is it and Why Should I Pay it?
If you are reading this then I am assuming that you regularly attend Ohio United Presbyterian Church.
Perhaps you are even a member of this congregation. If my previous assumptions are incorrect then you do not
need to read any further, unless, of course, you are the curious type and you want to know what in the world I am
going to say next…
As a member of Ohio United PRESBYTERIAN Church you are a Presbyterian (duh, Pastor Nick). I bring
this to your attention because part of being a member of the Presbyterian Church (USA) involves responsibilities
and opportunities to be involved in the life of the church—locally, regionally and nationally. This is wonderful
because it enables us to participate in ministry far beyond what we could do on our own. It also supports this
church in many different ways, some of which we may not even realize.
Like all things in the world today, this requires financial support, as well as support with our time and
talents. As members of the Presbyterian Church (USA) we have the opportunity to support that which makes us
Presbyterian through Per Capita funding. Per Capita is a set amount of money which is used to support our
presbytery, synod and the General Assembly. The Per Capita amount this year is $34.22 per member. Like I
mentioned above, the Per Capita amount is divided three ways. One piece ($25.00) goes to Beaver-Butler
Presbytery; one piece ($2.20) goes to the Synod of the Trinity; one piece ($7.02) goes to the General Assembly
(GA).
Now, you may be sitting there thinking to yourself, what does this money do? How is it spent? Well, I
am glad you asked. The Per Capita totals go to support the programs and ministries of each ruling body within the
denomination. For example, the administrative operating budget of the Beaver-Butler Presbytery (BBP) is funded
by Per Capita dollars. The synod and GA budgets are funded by Per Capita dollars which supports General
Assembly meetings every two years; they fund the call system (which brought me to you); they fund the publishing of the Book of Order and the Book of Confessions; and many other things (more detailed information can be
found at www.pcusa.org/percapita).
You may also be wondering why the Per Capita amount increased by over $4 this year. For the past two
years, BBP has artificially lowered the presbytery amount of Per Capita in order to assist congregations struggling
through the recession. As a result, the BBP has been covering the short-fall with reserve funds and those reserve
funds have decreased from $120,000 prior to 2012 to $52,000 at the end of 2013. Beaver-Butler Presbytery
cannot continue to artificially lower its piece of Per Capita and continue to provide service to the presbytery
without significant cuts to service—thus the increase.
Finally, some of you reading this may be saying to yourself, “but I don’t agree with the direction of the
denomination and I am protesting by not financially supporting GA or Synod.” The Session and I understand this
and support your decision to protest in this manner. However, the Session and I take this church’s responsibility
to our denomination seriously and this is reflected in our budget. We have budgeted the full Per Capita amount
for each member and we will be responsible for it. We will make up the difference of what Per Capita we receive
from each member and what we are responsible for ($34.22/member x 277 members = $9,478.94). If you desire
to protest GA or Synod, you must communicate that to us, otherwise the church will make up the difference.
Simply write in the memo line of your check or on the Per Capita envelope which amounts you are protesting
against. If you have any questions, comments or concerns, please do not hesitate to call, email or stop by my
office.
Pastor Nick
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Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
A Hymn Story by Cliff Barrows
All of us have experienced the “lift” that comes with singing a great hymn together.
Uniting our hearts and voices in Christian song gives us a sense of release over our fears
and weaknesses.
This has been my experience over and over again. One of the instances which is still vivid to me happened in
1961, during the Manchester, England crusade. Just as the meetings were about to start, Billy Graham became
quite seriously ill. Leighton Ford was called to be his substitute for the first week of crusade services.
Billy had been scheduled to speak to the ministers of London just before the crusade opened. You can imagine
my feelings when he sent word that I should represent him and speak at that meeting. The British pastors are
themselves thorough scholars and often brilliant preachers. And they were expecting to hear Billy Graham, not
me!
At the beginning of that meeting in Westminster’s Central Hall, the ministers joined in singing this great hymn of
Charles Wesley. Most of these British clergymen were also well acquainted with hymn texts and hymn tunes,
and they sang gloriously. Accompanied by the grand piano and the great pipe organ and using the Welsh tune
“Blaenwern,” these familiar words lifted our hearts in praise and prayer to God. I felt God’s strength evident
through the singing; He blessed our meeting together, despite my fears and their disappointment. (stanza 1.)
This is perhaps one of our most familiar hymns, and yet I fear that most Americans have only a vague notion of
what it says. Reading only the title or the first line, we assume that it is a hymn extolling the love of God. But its
message is far more specific than that.
Who is the “Joy of heaven, to earth come down?” It is Jesus Christ who comes to make our hearts His humble
dwelling. The third line of the first stanza makes it clear. Jesus is “pure, unbounded love”—the love of God
made manifest—the love of God incarnate, in the flesh. The hymn, then, is really a prayer to Christ who is Love
Divine. (stanza 2.)
But there are still other obscure phrases in the hymn. What is “that second rest” that we are asking to find?
Here it helps to know something of the doctrinal emphasis of the Wesleys and of all the early Methodists. They
believed that after conversion there is a second experience for the Christian –that when one totally consecrates
himself to Christ, his heart is cleansed from all sin. The experience is called “entire sanctification.” They believe
that an individual who is sanctified—“made holy”—experiences a relief from the struggle with sin in his life, and
finds a new “rest” or liberty in Christ. This is the “second rest” mentioned in the hymn and it is derived from
Hebrews 4:9, “There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.” This also helps us understand the “Alpha
and Omega” phrase in the second stanza. The two experiences of conversion and sanctification are thought of
as the “beginning of faith” and the “end of faith.”
We must admit that there are differences among Christians with regard to this doctrine of sanctification. But
there is common agreement that when we reach the end of ourselves and yield our bodies and minds completely to God, we do find spiritual power and freedom that we cannot otherwise know. Many Christians of varied church backgrounds have witnessed that for them this was a single crisis experience that came after they
first knew Jesus Christ as Saviour. Others would say that their act of consecration was repeated daily, and that,
for them, “becoming holy” was a matter of progress and growth.
Of course, for all Christians, any experience should be only the beginning of Christian maturing, of “growing in
grace.” We must all be changed “from glory to glory” –knowing more about Christ and becoming more like Him,
until we “take our place in heaven.”

5

(Musical Notes continued)
And, let us not be afraid of the expression “Christian holiness.” Actually it means more than freedom
from sin –this is a negative concept that only partly explains the phrase. “Holiness” is really
“wholeness” –a balanced personality that possesses all virtues and strenghths, in body mind and spirit.
Spiritual “wholeness” or maturity is something we should all desire and seek. ( stanzas 3 and 4.)
Submitted by Shirley Fluharty

Love Divine, all loves excelling,

Come, almighty to deliver,

Joy of heav’n, to earth come down:

Let us all Thy life receive;

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling,

Suddenly return, and never,

All Thy faithful mercies crown:

Nevermore Thy temples leave:

Jesus, Thou art all compassion,

Thee we would be always blessing,

Pure, unbounded love Thou art:

Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,

Visit us with Thy salvation;

Pray and praise Thee without ceasing,

Enter every trembling heart.

Glory in Thy perfect love.

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit

Finish then Thy new creation,

Into every troubled breast!

Pure and spotless let us be;

Let us all in Thee inherit,

Let us see Thy great salvation

Let us find that second rest.

Perfectly restored in Thee:

Take away our bent to sinning,

Changed from glory into glory,

Alpha and Omega be;

Till in heav’n we take our place,

End of faith, as its beginning,

Till we cast our crowns before Thee,

Set our hearts at liberty.

Lost in wonder, love and praise.

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
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february

When? 3/21-3/23
Where? a lodge near
Moraine State Park
Theme? “The Way”:
Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus
Cost?
Approximately $140 but will be
adjusted depending on how many
attend.

2
4
6
8
9
11
13
17
18
19
20

23
24

25
26

27
28

Carl Gartley
Dawn Psik
Linda Duganich
Homer Summy
Amy Kerlin
Pastor Nick Marlatt
Dana Clark
Amanda Thomas
Rita Bruce
Diane Gennaro
Lucas Thomas
Julie McWithey
Jason Shade
Ryan Lucas
Trevis Gregory
Sharon Neville
Emily Pasquarelli
Sandy Nan
Mary Batchelor
Christopher Cronin
Nathan Cronin
Rich Pike
Matthew Nolte
Corinna Petrella

For those not able to attend the whole weekend,
arrangements can be made for a group to come up
Saturday morning and return home on Saturday
evening.
The cost would be adjusted accordingly to cover
meals and crafts.
For more information, contact Patti Strominger or
Donna Craig.

LET’S SURPRISE PASTOR NICK WITH
A BIRTHDAY CARD PARTY!
HIS BIRTHDAY IS FEBRUARY 9TH
Cards can be sent to the manse:
1233 Longvue Avenue, Aliquippa
or to the church:
1236 Longvue Avenue, Aliquippa
7
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THOSE WHO SERVE
It has been several years since we updated the
“Those Who Serve” display in the Narthex.
The following service people are listed. If there are any changes
in rank or service, please let the church office know via e-mail
or a note placed in the office mail slot. Current photos
(returnable) are also welcome. If there are any loved ones,
friends, or neighbors you would like added to the
display, please send the information to the church office.

Major Faith Chamberlain-U.S. Army
2nd Lieutenant Ben Augspurger-U.S. Marines
Lance Corporal Matt Laitres-U.S. Marines
Airman Adam Tolfa-U.S. Air Force
Warrant Officer 2 Jason Hines-Army National Guard
Sr. Airman William Barth-U.S. Air Force
Petty Officer 2nd Class Jessie Stratton-Navy Seal
Sr. Airman Kelly Barth Yankosky-U.S. Air Force
Sr. Airman Nick Yankosky-U.S. Air Force
2nd Lieutenant Shawn Leverington-U.S. Army
Tommy Franzese-U.S. Marines
Private Mason Winwood-U.S. Army
Andy Gerlesky
Heidi Engle
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE?
By Ella Mae Spieker
Sorry I didn’t get around to writing the questions for the January newsletter but January has
been a slower, much slower month, so I have found the time for February. I pray all of you
had a good holiday and that your New Year will be filled with only good things.
Here are the answers to the December Lamplighter questions:
1) D 2)J 3) I 4) H 5) G 6) A 7) F 8) B 9) E 10) C
BIBLICAL BIRD WALK
__________________1. On what day did God create the birds? (Genesis 1:20)
__________________2. What bird, in vast numbers, fed the Israelites in the wilderness? (Exodus 16:13)
__________________3. What prophet had a vision of a desolate day when no birds were in the sky?
(Jeremiah 4:25)
__________________4. Who had a vision of a lion with eagle’s wings? (Daniel 7:4)
__________________5. Who had a vision of two women with storks’ wings? (Zechariah 5:9)
__________________6. Who had a vision of a sheet filled with all sorts of unclean birds and other
animals? (Acts 10:9-13)
__________________7. What domestic bird signals Peter’s betrayal of Christ? (John 13:38; 18:27)
__________________8. According to Jesus, what inevitably gathers near a dead body? (Luke 17:37)
__________________9. What form did the Holy Spirit assume at Jesus’ baptism? (Mark 1:10)
__________________10. How many of each species of bird was Noah supposed to take into the
ark? (Genesis 8:7)
__________________11. According to James, what cannot be tamed even though all the birds can
be tamed? (James 3:7)
__________________12. What was the first bird released from the ark? (Genesis 8:7)
No help here! You’re on your own.
Get those Bibles out and look up the answers you don’t know.
Happy Valentine’s Day!
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The Resume of Jesus Christ
Address: Ephesians 1:20
Phone: Romans 10:13
Website: The Bible . Keywords: Christ, Lord, Savior and Jesus
_____________________________________________________
Objective
My name is Jesus -The Christ. Many call me Lord! I've sent you my resume because I'm seeking
the top management position in your heart. Please consider my accomplishments as set forth in my resume.
_____________________________________________________________________
Qualifications
I founded the earth and established the heavens, (See Proverbs 3:19)
I formed man from the dust of the ground, (See Genesis 2:7)
I breathed into man the breath of life, (See Genesis 2:7)
I redeemed man from the curse of the law, (See Galatians 3:13)
The blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant comes upon your life through me, (See Galatians 3:14)
_____________________________________________________________________
Occupational Background
I've only had one employer, (See Luke 2:49 ).
I've never been tardy, absent, disobedient, slothful or disrespectful.
My employer has nothing but rave reviews for me, (See Matthew 3:15 -17)
_____________________________________________________________________
Skills/Work Experiences
Some of my skills and work experiences include: empowering the poor to be poor no more, healing the brokenhearted, setting the captives free, healing the sick, restoring sight to the blind and setting at liberty them that
are bruised, (See Luke 4:18).
I am a Wonderful Counselor, (See Isaiah 9:6). People who listen to me shall dwell safely and shall not fear evil,
(See Proverbs 1:33 ).
Most importantly, I have the authority, ability and power to cleanse you of your sins, (See I John 1:7-9)
_____________________________________________________________________
Educational Background
I encompass the entire breath and length of knowledge, wisdom and understanding, (See Proverbs 2:6).
In me are hid all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, (See Colossians 2:3).
My Word is so powerful; it has been described as being a lamp unto your feet and a light unto your path, (See
Psalms 119:105).
I can even tell you all of the secrets of your heart, (See Psalms 44:21).
_____________________________________________________________________
Major Accomplishments
I was an active participant in the greatest Summit Meeting of all times, (See Genesis 1:26 ).
I laid down my life so that you may live, (See II Corinthians 5:15 ).
I defeated the arch enemy of God and mankind and made a show of them openly, (See Colossians 2:15 ).
I've miraculously fed the poor, healed the sick and raised the dead!
There are many more major accomplishments, too many to mention here. You can read them on my website,
which is located at: http://www.dot/ - the BIBLE. You don't need an Internet connection or computer to access
my website.
_____________________________________________________________________
References
Believers and followers worldwide will testify to my divine healing, salvation, deliverance, miracles, restoration
and supernatural guidance.
_____________________________________________________________________
In Summation
Now that you've read my resume, I'm confident that I'm the only candidate uniquely qualified to fill this vital
position in your heart. In summation, I will properly direct your paths, (See Proverbs 3:5-6), and lead you into
everlasting life, (See John 6:47 ). When can I start? Time is of the essence, (See Hebrews 3:15 ).

Send this resume to everyone you know,
you never know who may have an opening!
-submitted by Dorothy Elko
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Aliquippa Impact
A.M.P. (Aliquippa
Mission Programs)
Campus Crusade for
Christ InternationalPacific Islands
Christians United in
Beaver County
Church ArmyAliquippa/Uncommon
Grounds Café

Manna
Meals on Wheels
M.H.Y. Family Services
McCormack Foundation
Presbyterian Frontier
Fellowship
Salvation Army
Wycliffe Bible
Translators
Young Life

Recently, Christians United of Beaver County
honored Australian native John Stanley, founder of
Uncommon Grounds Café, a café and ministry on
Franklin Avenue in Aliquippa with its Martin Luther
King Jr. Reconciliation Award.
Beaver County Commissioner Dennis Nichols
presented Stanley with the award at the CUBC’s
28th annual Martin Luther King Jr. luncheon
attended by local pastors, several mayors and
residents at Park Presbyterian Church in Beaver.
The Rev. Benjamin Wright of Trinity School of
Ministry in Ambridge, the keynote speaker, addressed the
Christians United of Beaver luncheon’s theme of “Transforming Society”. The award
County honors John Stanley lauded Stanley’s exemplary commitment and contributions to reconciliatory efforts in Aliquippa. Soon after his
arrival in 2001 Stanley, an evangelist with Church Army, an international missionary group, invited
community churches to renovate a condemned building as a place for people to gather, chat and
cultivate unity. In 2005, Uncommon Grounds Café welcomed visitors for food, coffee and
conversation.
Services extended to cleanup duties at the café, and in businesses and homes following floods in
Aliquippa in the summer of 2007 and to weekly ecumenical prayer services during Lent at the café.
On Sunday evening Stanley also received a Community Service Award from the Martin Luther King
Jr. Celebration Committee.
At the end of January, John Stanley and his wife, Alison, began their journey back to Australia and a
new mission. We wish them all the best.

FAREWELL
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Congratulations to
Jeff Davis!
Jeff Davis, playing with the band, Billy The Kid & the Regulators, finished in third place Saturday out of 125 bands in the
International Blues Challenge in Memphis!
Billy The Kid & the Regulators had advanced earlier in the
week through quarterfinal and semifinal rounds of the 30th
annual contest where blues societies from throughout the
U.S., and overseas, send their best band to compete for cash,
prizes and industry recognition. The Beaver County based
band represented the Blues Society of Western
Pennsylvania in the competition.
The band includes Jonathan Vallecorsa of Big Beaver; Ohio UP’s own Jeff Davis and Dave
Bufalini of Hopewell; Fred Delu of Moon; and Arnold Stagger, Eddie Jonnet and Brian Edwards
of the Pittsburgh area.
By finishing third, the band netted a $1,000 prize and a two-year professional web design deal
for the band that regularly plays Beaver Valley gigs, though most important was the prestige they
hope will serve as a springboard to find a broader audience.

SOUP SALE FUNDRAISER
There will be a Soup Sale fundraiser after worship on Sunday, February 23rd. It will be
Chicken Noodle Soup and it will be $6.50 per quart jar. Please fill out the bulletin insert or
contact the church office to place your order, so that we know how much to prepare. Soup
will also be available for purchase the day of the sale. The proceeds benefit the Building
Fund. Thank you for your support!

OHIO UP IS SERVING AT MANNA IN FEBRUARY!
Ohio UP is once again serving at Manna. Manna is a free meal, provided each and every
Tuesday evening, by organizations in the area, through the House of Prayer Lutheran
Church in Aliquippa. Each week approximately 125 people are fed a delicious meal, and
are given a place to come and fellowship with others. For the past several years Ohio UP
has supported this wonderful ministry by serving the meal several times a year. Our dates
for serving this year are: February 25th, May 20th and October 28th. If you are interested
in helping prepare the meal, serve the meal, or just come and fellowship with the recipients
of the meal, contact Pastor Nick. He can let you know who to speak with to sign up.

IT’S GOING TO BE A BABY SISTER!
For those of you who have been unable to attend worship services recently, Pastor Nick and
Kortney Marlatt received the wonderful news that they are expecting a baby sister for
Maren.
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JANUARY 2014 REGULAR STATED SESSION MEETING
Opening: Rev. Nick Marlatt, Moderator opened the meeting with prayer followed by a devotion
out of Mark 1: 14-15.
Approval of Minutes: Session approved the minutes of the December 10, 2013 Regular Stated
Session meeting with one correction. Under communications section the last sentence should
read "The audit results will be available upon request".
Treasurers Report: Session reviewed and approved the monthly Treasurers Report.
Communication: Session approved the acceptance of Kortney Marlatt into the congregation of
the Ohio U. P. Church upon receiving the Letter of Transfer from the Ocean Beach Presbyterian
Church in Seaview, WA.
Committee Reports:
Presbytery Commissioner - Joe Glatz volunteered to be the delegate at the presbytery
meeting on January 25th at West Sunbury P.C.
Fellowship & Membership - Informed Session on upcoming activities. Pancake Dinner
March 4th. Trinity Choir April 2nd. This year will see the probable updating of the picture
directory.
Mission and Evangelism - Received and read to Session two thankyou letters from John
Stanley and Herb Bailey (new ministry director at Uncommon Grounds). Revealed future
Minute for Mission dates. Presbytery Frontier Fellowship on January 26th, The Women's
Center on February 23rd.
The Session agreed to forward the funds collected on the Souper Bowl of Caring to Manna.
Property - A couple repair items were addressed, one being the repair of a water pipe that
blew out in the downstairs women’s room, another being some plaster work in the narthex
stairwell to the social hall. A water leak in the steeple has not been located.
Stewardship & Budget - Clarified the $34.22 per-capita distribution. The money received will
be divided apportionately between Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly (GA) unless the
envelope is specifically marked not to send Synod's and/or GA 's portion.
Worship - Reported the average attendance at worship for December was 136. Christmas
Eve services were attended by 202 at 6pm and 44 at 9pm.
Old Business:
The topic of having a joint Session-Deacons meeting as required by Book of Order was brought
up as a reminder.....no date set yet.
New Business:
Time was taken for the elders to select committees to be on.
Session granted Rev. Marlatt's request for study leave time off from 1/28 thru 2/2.
Session approved the offering of a Health FSA (Flexible Spending Account) to church
employees if interested. A certain dollar amount is deducted per month from salary, pretax; It won't cost the church anything. The Clerk of Session is to handle the voucher slips.
Session discussed the bus driver situation for Vacation Bible School.
Session will require a Ministers Report of church related activities at Session meetings.
Discussion on Communicants class.
A synopsis of Session meetings will again be printed in the Lamplighter.
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JANUARY 2014 DEACON MEETING MINUTES
Sharon Neville opened the meeting at 6:30 with a prayer and devotional. Eleven deacons were present. Signup sheets and correspondence were passed around.
Christmas Eve Services-the 6:00 pm service was full but not crowded; there were 45 at the 9:00 pm service. A
deacon suggested that the 6:00 pm service be more geared toward children; a deacon reported that one
church member requested the later service start at 11:00 instead of 9:00.
Treasurer’s Report- Sharon Neville shared that the Deacons received $2,901.89 from the Christmas Eve
offering.
Correspondence-Bev Abate mailed out 21 cards. Please email or call her if you know someone who should
receive a card.
Friendship Group-met at the church in December. Trudy Boggs cooked lasagna and Sallie Alviani had school
children come in and sing for the group. The next Friendship Group meeting will be March 26 th at the church.
Investigate the Needy-Sandy Nan does this to let the deacons know if they need to buy socks or clothes for
kids at the school. Deacons help out the community, not just our church members.
Mission and Evangelism-Will try to get someone from the Women’s Shelter for February. March will be Baby
Shower Month. April 2nd loose offering will be given to Trinity Choir who will be singing at the church-will
need to reschedule the Deacon meeting that month. Manna is scheduled for February 25 th, May 20th, and
October 28th. Deacons will buy dessert. Bev Abate wrapped and took all the Christmas presents to Mars
Home for Youth-used four rooms in the church! US Airways employees helped out significantly. Tom drove
the bus, accompanied by Jim Young, who paid for gas.
Property and Vision-They’ve received 2 bids for elevators (one external, one internal) and one bid for a lift.
The lift is from the same person who did the one in South Heights-it has a door, and you can put someone in a
wheel chair in it. Since they proposed putting the lift in the corner where the sound system is located, they
will need to come up with another proposal.
Fellowship: January 26th-a soup and chili luncheon after worship.
Deacon Meeting Schedule: March meeting will be Thursday, March 6th at 6:30 due to March 5th being Ash
Wednesday. The April meeting will need to be rescheduled because of the Trinity Choir concert.
Other Business: The Going Away Open House for the Stanleys was standing-room only. We should consider
continuing to contribute to the Café, but perhaps be more involved, rather than just mailing a check. Jon
Moss will ask the new people the best way we could be of service. Friday, February 7 th we will get together at
9 am at the church to make casseroles for the homebound. Donna will type up the sign-up sheets that were
passed around.
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February 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3
4
Mission/Evangelism Women’s Assoc
Hand bell choir

5
Deacons Mtg.
Westminster 7:30

6
Choir practice

7
Deacons prepare
caring casseroles

8

9
Scout Sunday
Fellowship mtg.

10

11
Session mtg.

12
Ruth Circle

13
Rachel Circle
Choir practice

14

15

16
Great Big Group
Date-youth event

17

18

19

20
Choir practice

21

22

23
Soup Sale
Friendship Ridge

24

25
Manna

26

27
Choir practice

28

Date

Liturgist

Nursery

Jr. Church

2/2

Dorothy Elko

Barb Corsi

Donna Craig

2/9

Lynn Smith/Scout Sunday

Holly DiCicco

Gina Arzberger

2/16

Kathy Lee Tolfa

Sherry Murdoch

Corinna Petrella

Brittany Smith

Bonnie Martin

2/23

Greeters

Dana Clark
Bonnie Martin
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