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Happy Advent! Advent is a season of anticipation. We anticipate the
Incarnation—the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We also anticipate
Christ’s second coming and the consummation of God’s eternal Kingdom.
The season of Advent is full of symbolic meaning and profound metaphors. One
of the most predominant metaphors is that of light breaking into the darkness. God is the true
Light which cannot be extinguished. This light metaphor takes on even more profound meaning
here in the northern hemisphere. Each day gets shorter and shorter as we make our way toward
Christmas. With each night getting longer, it is easy to think that the darkness is winning and will
swallow up the light. It is easy for us to look around and see the ways in which the darkness
seems to be taking over the world. There is rampant hunger; a growing divide between the very
wealthy and everyone else; a growing ambivalence regarding all things religious and Christian;
the disintegration of families; the destruction of God’s creation; I could go on and I am sure there
are many examples that come to your own mind. However, in the midst of the growing darkness, Light breaks through in the Incarnation.
Advent and Christmas reminds us that the darkness has not and will not triumph. The prophet
Isaiah reminded the Israelites and he reminds us that “the people who walked in darkness have
seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined” (Isaiah
9:2). Christ’s birth inaugurates the end of darkness. Jesus proclaims in John’s gospel that He has
“come as light into the world, so that everyone who believes in me should not remain in the
darkness” (John 12:46). And John reiterates this in his first epistle, saying “this is the message we
have heard from him [Jesus] and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5).
Unfortunately, our technological age can minimize the profundity of this metaphor. It is easy for
us to hide from the growing darkness through the technology of the light bulb. The Advent season begins to lose its metaphorical punch because we are bathed in light at all times. Darkness
becomes a mere inconvenience rather than a growing reality. I would encourage you to spend
a little extra time in the dark this Advent season. Turn the lights off. Light a candle. Reflect upon
the fact that even though the darkness is growing—literally and metaphorically—the light is
never extinguished. God is faithful. God does not abandon His people. At the point when the
darkness appears to be at its strongest—again, both literally and metaphorically—the Light
breaks into the world, banishing the darkness and overpowering it through His sacrificial Love.
Happy Advent and Merry Christmas!
Pastor Nick
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The giving of gifts is one of the most enduring traditions
of Christmas. It has its origins in the story of the Wise Men
who followed a star to the place where the baby Jesus lay in his
manger. They presented him with gifts-gold and frankincense and
myrrh—odd gifts for a baby but appropriate for the baby Jesus.
Gold was a gift fit for a king, and Jesus was born king of the Jews.
Frankincense was used by the priests in worship, and Jesus would
become our High Priest-the one who enables us to come to God.
Myrrh was used for anointing bodies for burial, and would be used
to anoint Jesus’ body after his death. So each of these gifts has a symbolic meaning for
Jesus’ life and death! According to legend, the three wise men were named Melchior
(Gold), Caspar (Frankincense), and Balthazar (Myrrh). They were leaders in their own
country and were sometimes called kings. That is why the carol is called “We Three
Kings” instead of “We Three Wise Men”.
I am convinced that these gifts also had a very practical and urgent purpose-one
that the Wise Men could not have imagined. Because Herod feared the baby born king
of the Jews, he would soon send his soldiers to kill all the baby boys in Bethlehem. God
warned Joseph to take his little family and flee to Egypt lest Jesus be killed. Joseph got
up in the middle of the night, gathered his family and a few possessions, and fled. They
stayed in Egypt until the danger had passed. How could Joseph, a simple carpenter,
afford to make such a trip? How could he provide for his family in a foreign land? Gold,
frankincense, and myrrh were expensive, and could be easily sold. They were also
compact and portable, which meant that Joseph could take them along on the journey.
I believe that God inspired the giving of these particular gifts as a way of providing for
Joseph and his family on their journey. The
WE THREE KINGS OF ORIENT ARE
hymn specifies that there were three kings.
Matthew doesn’t specify the number, but we
have guessed that there were three because of the three gifts.
Speaking of gifts, Jesus was God’s
Christmas gift to us-the greatest gift that
God could give. The Wise Men brought the
best gifts to Jesus that they could offer. The
question is what we can bring to Jesus as a
gift. Our time, talent, and money are three
candidates, and they are all important. But
the gift that Jesus really wants is the gift of
our hearts. That is the best gift that we can
off Jesus at Christmas-or anytime! Matthew 2:7-12
Submitted by Shirley Fluharty
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Kathy Fouse
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Mark Douglass
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DONATIONS AND VOLUNTEERS ARE
NEEDED FOR THE
20TH ANNUAL
FREE CHRISTMAS DINNER
HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 12/25
11:30 AM-3:00 PM
AT BEAVER FALLS HIGH SCHOOL
1701 8TH AVE. BEAVER FALLS
HOSTED BY CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
OF BEAVER FALLS
(724) 846-3751 Call to volunteer
What is needed? NEW items of clothing,
toys, toiletries, cosmetics, etc.-the items do
not need to be wrapped. Also, monetary
gifts are greatly appreciated to purchase
whatever is not received. Last year, over
1,000 people spend the day with us and
enjoyed a wonderful meal and a great time
of fellowship. Hope to see you!
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30

Bill & Holly DiCicco
CR & Nancy Shade
Zbig & Cherryl Lachowicz
Jason & Gina Arzberger

A Tale of the Candy Cane
The account of the candy cane’s
origins circulates every Christmas season
and is more likely a fun
story than historical fact.
No matter; takes often
contain truth. This tasty
treat can convey important
elements of our Christian
faith.
The stripes remind us
of the heart of Christmas, our Savior,
Jesus: white for his purity; red for his
blood shed on the cross. The candy cane
resembles the curved staffs of the
shepherds-the first people to visit the
Christ-Child and worship at the manger.
And when the cane is turned upside down,
it becomes a letter J, for “Jesus”.
Indeed, Jesus turns our lives upside
down and inverts our presumptions: A
poor baby born in a stable becomes Kind
of kings and Lord of lords; enemies aren’t
for hating but loving; blessings aren’t for
hoarding but sharing; the world works for
war, but Jesus calls us to live in peace;
receiving is better than giving; sinners are
made saints; and death is conquered as
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS/ACTIVITIES
THE WISH TREE
The Women’s Association, in partnership with the
Salvation Army, is once again sponsoring the Wish Tree.
Please bring your gift bring it back to the church with the
gift tag attached to the outside of the gift. They should
not be wrapped, but can be placed in gift bags.
The Salvation Army would like the gifts
returned to the church by December 9th.

“A Night for Rejoicing”
A Christmas Cantata
Sunday, December 22nd
during Worship
Through music, narration and scripture,
“A Night for Rejoicing” follows the ageold journey from the time when God’s
people rejoiced in hope as they heard the
Old Testament prophets foretell the
coming of the promised Messiah, to a
day when a young woman from Nazareth
rejoiced in the astonishing news brought
to her by an angel, and finally, to that
star-filled night in Bethlehem when
shepherds and angels proclaimed the
news that has been cause for rejoicing
around the world in the centuries since.
It is our prayer that
“A Night for Rejoicing” will fill your
hearts with the love that entered our
world on that first, glorious Christmas
night!

YOUTH CHRISTMAS MUSICAL
“Chris-myth Busters”
Sunday, December 15th
During Worship
Ethan has a new brother, Michael.
Only Michael’s not a cute little bundle
of joy. He’s a pretty big kid…adopted…
and a bit of an annoying trivia buff.
When Michael starts busting some myths about Christmas
to Ethan’s friends, it causes quite a stir. Ethan, Lily and
Abby begin to wonder: were there more or less than three
Wise Men? Was Jesus really born on December 25th? And
what about the angels...did they sing or not? What...no
innkeeper? After reading the biblical account of the birth of
Jesus, Lily and Abby are still confused. Through it all,
Michael learns that even though some facts about the very
first Christmas might not be clear, the truth about why
Jesus came is everywhere in Scripture.

Come enjoy this delightful musical performed by
the Youth of Ohio UP!

GINGERBREAD HOUSE DECORATING
Sunday, December 1st
After worship
This annual event is fun for kids of all ages!
If you did not pre-order your house kit, feel free to
bring your own and decorate it with your church
family.
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CHRISTMAS/ADVENT INFORMATION
Order Your Christmas Poinsettias Today!
This year’s poinsettias are available in red, white or pink
Cost: $9.00 each
Your poinsettias may be taken home after the Christmas Eve service.
The deadline to place your order is Sunday, December 8th
I would like to order: _______Red poinsettia(s) (how many)
I would like to order: _______White poinsettia(s) (how many)
I would like to order: _______Pink poinsettia(s) how many)
My payment of $____________________($ 9.00 each x # of plants) is included.
Checks may be made payable to Ohio UP Church (memo: poinsettias)
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!!!!!!!
In Memory of:____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
In Honor of:______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Name_________________________ _________Phone number_____________________

ADVENT SEASON SCHEDULE:
December 1
1st Sunday of Advent
Communion
Gingerbread House Decorating
December 15
Youth Christmas Musical during Worship
December 22
Christmas Cantata during Worship
December 24
TWO Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
@ 6:00 pm and 9:00 pm
Church office closed on December 24th
December 25
MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!!
December 25-January 1 Pastor Nick will be on vacation visiting family.
He will have another pastor covering for him in
case of a family emergency.
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INCARNATION
“Twas much,
that man was
made like God before,
But that God should
be like man,
much more.
-John Donne, from “Holy Sonnet 15”

“He manifested Himself by means of a body in order that we might
perceive the Mind of the unseen Father. He endured shame from
men that we might inherit immortality. He Himself was unhurt by
this, for He is impassible and incorruptible; but by His own
impassibility He kept and healed the suffering men on whose account
He thus endured. In short, such and so many are the Savior’s
achievements that follow from His Incarnation, that to try to number
them is like gazing at the open sea and trying to count the waves.
One cannot see all the waves with one’s eyes, for when one tries to do
so those that are following on baffle one’s senses.”
-Athanasius, On The Incarnation
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

DEBORAH’S CIRCLE IS BACK!
The Deborah’s Circle will resume in January after a long hiatus.
What is Deborah’s Circle you ask? We are a group getting together to share
the love and word of God. Deborah’s Circle hopes to provide a place to
study the Bible in-depth personally and in community with others.
We will meet once a month to give ladies of all ages the opportunity to wrestle
with the tough questions of life, go deeper in their relationship with Jesus Christ
and connect with other women in meaningful conversations about things that
matter. The group will meet in members’ homes on the fourth Monday of the
month at 6:30 pm.
The first meeting will be in the Hurni’ home on January 27th. A light snack will
be provided. Please come out and enjoy some fellowship, no obligation or
contract to sign. We are hoping to get enough ladies to come and hang out
with us, that we will make the other Circles jealous!
For more information, or to find out who Deborah is, please contact Chris Hurni
at 412-414-9182.
LUNCH BUNCH
December’s Lunch Bunch will be on Tuesday, December 3rd at Noon. Lunch
Bunch is open to everyone 50+. This month we will be serving a meal of Ham,
Scalloped Potatoes, Vegetable and Cookies. We will be getting you ready for
Christmas by singing Christmas Carols after lunch. Sign up by filling out the
insert in the bulletin or by calling the church office.
PLEASE KEEP TED LYBARGER AND TRACY PASQUARELLI IN YOUR PRAYERS
They have both undergone surgery in the past week or two and would greatly benefit
from your prayers. And don’t forget to keep their family members in your prayers, too.
SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGERS AT KUHN’S MARKET
There are 4 sign up posters on the Mission Board in the Narthex for ringing the bell for
the Salvation Army in front of Kuhns. This is a great way to involve the whole family in
mission. Please choose one or more time slots, on one or more dates. The dates are
Wednesday, December 4th, Monday, December 9th, and Friday, December 20th.
The times are from 10 am—7 pm.
NUTCRACKER PERFORMANCE
On December 14th and 15th please join Elizabeth Hribar and the cast in the Holiday
Production of The Nutcracker. It will be held at Robert Morris College in the Massey
Theater. Tickets are on sale now and can also be purchased at the dance studio.
Let us know if you would be interested. It’s a wonderful show!
-Nancy & Elizabeth Hribar
SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 2014 WOMEN’S RETREAT! MARCH 21-23. FULL DETAILS WILL BE
IN THE JANUARY LAMPLIGHTER.
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Christmas Cookie Bazaar
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2013
10:00 AM TO 1:00 PM
OHIO UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1236 LONGVUE AVENUE, HOPEWELL
(ONE BLOCK BEHIND THE FEZ)
IN FELLOWSHIP HALL
COOKIES & OTHER SPECIALTY ITEMS SUCH AS
NUT ROLLS SO COME EARLY
FOR BEST SELECTION!
PRICE: $6.00 PER POUND FOR COOKIES
(SPECIALTY ITEMS PRICED SEPARATELY)

SERRV*ARTISAN GIFTS ALSO ON SALE
*(the sale of SERRV items supports the mission to
eradicate poverty wherever it resides by providing
opportunity and support to artisans and farmers worldwide)

DO YOUR CHRISTMAS BAKING
AND SHOPPING EARLY!
This event is to benefit the Building Fund
IF YOU DID NOT SIGN UP TO HELP
OR TO BAKE THERE IS STILL TIMEJUST CONTACT
PATTI STROMINGER
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE?
By Ella Mae Spieker

Merry Christmas Everyone! Who can believe another year is almost gone! It’s been a year of
many environmental tragedies and violence everywhere. We know that God is in control of all
things. Sometimes this is hard to understand and we may never live to see the good that
comes from all of this, but by faith in the One whose birth we celebrate this time of year, He is
in control and His will be done.
Here are the answers to the November puzzle “A Sign Unto You”
1. Swaddling clothes & the manger 2. Rainbow 3. The Sabboth 4. Giddeon 5. Isaiah
6. Joshua 7. Egypt 8. Unleavened Bread

ALL ABOUT BABY JESUS
1. _____ The Old Testament Book that prophesied the virgin birth.

A. Wisemen (Matt 2:2)

2. _____ Mary’s husband who was warned in a dream to flee to Egypt.

B. Gabriel (Luke 1:5-38)

3. _____ The Empire’s taxation that led to Jesus being born in Bethlehem.

C. Doves (Luke 2:24)

4. _____ Who said “My soul doth magnify the Lord”?

D. Isaiah (Isaiah 7:13-14)

5. _____ The Old Testament Book that prophesied Jesus being born
in Bethlehem.

E. Shepherds (Luke 2:15)

6. _____ Who said “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?”

F. Anna (Luke 2:36)

7. _____ The 84-year old prophetess who saw Baby Jesus in the temple.

G. Micah (Micah 15:2)

8. _____ The name of the angel that appeared to Mary and to Zechariah.

H. Mary (Luke 1:46)

9. _____ Who said “Let us now go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing
which is come to pass which the Lord hath made known unto us.”

I. Rome (Luke 2:1-7)

10. ____ What Mary and Joseph sacrificed in the temple when they took the
young Jesus there.

J. Joseph (Matt 1:18-2:25)

May you all have a Blessed Christmas!
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