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Dear Friends,
This is my last letter to you through “The Lamplighter.” I am very glad that you have called a
new pastor to live with you, care for you, and work with you as you continue to carry-on God’s mission
through you in Hopewell Township and beyond. While the past three years with you has been filled
with much sorrow and grief as many loved ones passed on to the Church Triumphant, nevertheless
these have been good years because of God’s blessing to us through these times. It has been an honor and pleasure to
serve you and to get to know you. And I am hopeful for your future.
I was asked by the Mission & Evangelism Committee to offer some challenges for you to consider for the future,
and I would like to share them with you through this letter. First of all, I encourage you to get more involved in Aliquippa.
Your embracing Manna has been a good first step, and your welcoming various speakers to give a “Minute for Mission”
coupled with your generous donations have been joyous to behold. But I believe it is time for you to take another step –
perhaps by volunteering to repair bicycles, or perhaps having a local mission-week repairing homes and sharing your Faith
in the process – what I call, “Getting your hands dirty for Jesus.”
Secondly, I would encourage you to take week-long mission trips as a church. Don’t just send the youth, but go as
families, go as a church family, inter-generationally, and invite others to go along with you and help those who have been
struck with a natural disaster and face overwhelming obstacles in rebuilding their lives. (I hope those of you who have
computers took the time to check-out the blog Rev. Peter DeVries put together of the Mission Trip he led to Jamaica, NY
for Hurricane Sandy relief work.) Or perhaps talk to the folks at Park Church in Beaver who go each year into Appalachia.
Or consider developing a relationship with a Native American tribe through the Lakota Presbytery, as folks in Upper Ohio
Presbytery are doing, and work on overcoming not only the injustice, but also the distrust and suspicion between different
people groups that has been a part of humanity ever since the Tower of Babel, realizing that in Jesus Christ – and only in
Him – do we have any hope of true unity and peace, no matter our ancestry. (And perhaps those same lessons could be
applied “back home” in Aliquippa . . . or am I asking too much? I really don’t think so . . . but only you can prove that for
yourselves.)
Thirdly, I encourage you to “adopt” a PCUSA missionary working in a distant land. Perhaps you might consider the
Stones who are teaching at Zomba Theological College in Malawi. Or you might consider Joshua Yoder, and his wife,
Rebecca Kirkpatrick, who are in Egypt. There are so many from which to choose, and it is so very important that we keep
the “big picture” in view about how the Holy Spirit is at work all around the globe.
I believe that these challenges are attainable by you, and I believe they would be healthy “next steps” for you to
take as a congregation. It is all too easy to lapse into a somewhat introverted and defensive posture in the way the Church
interacts with the world around us. To be extroverted and pro-active, seizing opportunities as they come before us,
requires effort and determination. But the liabilities of the former are too great and the benefits of the latter far out-weigh
any argument to the contrary, for only in being Christ’s “witnesses in Jerusalem (locally), Judea (neighborhoods like ours),
Samaria (neighborhoods very different than ours, perhaps even despised by us – that is, before our conversion to Christ),
and to the ends of the earth” do we receive blessing. (Acts 1:8) If we seek to save our lives, then we shall lose them. If
we seek to lose – or risk – our lives for Christ’s sake, then we will be saved. (Matthew 16:24-28)
I hope you follow wherever He may be leading you.
In Christ’s Love,
Rev. Powell
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A Busy Night on Franklin Avenue

A

My reason for being at
the Café was a little girl who
s I got out of my
had been at the bike shop. To
car on a hot and humid Thursprotect her identity, I’ll call her
day evening and walked toward
“Peanut” which was a nickname
the Communicycle-Aliquippa
because she was so small.
Bike Shop I saw boys and girls
Peanut needed to use the bathriding their bicycles on the sideroom, so Lee asked me to take
walk, some standing in line
her to the Café. Of course while
waiting to get their bikes worked
we were there, she wanted
on and others waiting to pick out a bike which something to drink and of course, Miss Sallie
would eventually become their very own upon couldn’t say “no”. First she wanted a bluecompleting 20 volunteer hours. Sweat was
berry smoothie, then changed her mind to an
dripping from Lee Montanari and 2 other volOreo milkshake. What a little sweetheart and
unteer adults as they talked and worked with
a busy little girl riding her bike, doing cartthe kids on their bikes. A reporter from the
wheels and showing off with the hula hoop.
Beaver County Times was there to interview
Why do Lee and John do what they are
Lee about Communicycle-Aliquippa, asking
doing? Why do groups coming from other
many who, what, why and how questions.
churches and people taking vacation time do
Perhaps you saw the article and pictures in
what they’re doing? It’s their love for the Lord
the paper on Monday, July 22nd.
and their desire to build relationships with the
Across the street, in front of the police children and adults of Aliquippa. Their ultistation, a church bus from Ohio pulled in with mate goal is to share the love of Jesus with
a large group of young people in town for a
them.
mission work week in Aliquippa. The Café
My challenge is that we (you and I)
became a busy place as they all headed there would move out of our comfort zone and get
to cool off and get something to eat and drink. involved in some way. We all have our
John Stanley announced it was open mic night strengths and the Lord wants us to make ourfor those wishing to participate. Music was
selves available. Are you willing to take a step
playing inside as well as out in the garden
of faith?
area.
-Sallie Alviani
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

SYMPATHY
Our sympathy to
Lynn Smith, on the
death of her fatherin-law, Bill Smith.
CONGRATULATIONS!
Congratulations to
proud Grandma, Bev
Abate, whose grandson, Jacob Hufnagel
just won the 7-8 year
old division of the
National Major League
Baseball Pitch, Hit & Run Contest in
New York! Totally Cool!!!!!
MEALS ON WHEELS DONATIONS
We’re providing
desserts for Meals on
Wheels again! Please
bring your baked goods
to the church on
Sunday, August 18th
and place then in the
kitchen. You may bring baked goods
purchased from a store or bakery, or
you may come to the church to bake
your desserts. They are no longer
allowed to accept desserts baked at
home. As always, please do not bring
desserts that have nuts or icing.
CIRCLE NEWS
Come and join the
Rachel Circle as we
study the Women of
the New Testament.
Starting on September
12th and meeting each Thursday at
12:45 pm we will be studying
“Mary-Believing the Impossible”.
If you have any questions call Trevis at
724-375-1834.

When Nick Marlatt
was visiting at the end
of June, I told him that
our church directory
was a little out of
date. Then I offered
to put together a photo album for him to
get to know folks and families better.
Please help me by sending me a pdf file
or jpg photo of your family (immediate
and/or extended family) to my email
address at c.hurni@comcast.net, give
me a picture to scan, or I can take one
of you if you want. I would like them to
be fun, casual pictures. You can also
mail a photo in to the church office. It
can be returned to you once scanned.
Please mark photos with the names of
everyone!
-Chris Hurni
PIRATES GAME
Tickets are still available
for the Pirates game!
Come cheer them on as
they face the Arizona
Diamondbacks on Sunday, August 18th
at 1:35 pm. Speak with Patti Strominger
for more information. You can reach her
at 724-495-2146.
It’s time for the
annual Church
Picnic! This
year’s picnic will
be held on
Sunday, August
25th, at 1:00 pm at Hopewell ParkShelter #3. Meat and beverages will be
provided. Please bring a side dish to
share, as well as your own table service
(plates, utensils, etc.). Come for food,
games and fellowship with your church
friends and family!
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August

4
5
6

Fred Lech
Kristy Otto
Margaret Zakrajsek
Zbig Lachowicz
7 Charmaine Lang
8 Marian Douglass
11 Nancy Hribar
15 Nolan Harmotto

16 Karen Barth
17 Harriet Kulha
18 Vi Young
Hayden Lewis
22 Shirley Fluharty
23 Jim Young
24 Sue Berry

Please make sure to stay
after worship on
Sunday, August 11th for
a special
Farewell Fellowship
Hour in honor of
Rev. Powell.

8
16
17
21
28

Steve & Monica Ward
Vic & Tracy Pasquarelli
Homer & Shelly Summy
Fred & Jerri Lech
Merle & Betty Lou Conrad
Ken & Trevis Gregory

SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER
21ST
4:00
4:00--7:00 PM
ACTIVITIES: Apple Pie Contest,

ON THE LIGHT SIDE
The preacher’s 5-year-old daughter
noticed that her father always paused
and bowed his head for a moment
before starting his sermon. One day, she
asked him why.
“Well, Honey,” he began, proud that his
daughter was so observant of his
messages. “I’m asking the Lord to help
me preach a good sermon.”
She replied: “Then home come he
doesn’t answer it?”

Cake Walk, Children’s Games,
Silent Auction, Kid’s Crafts, Bake Sale,
Family Sponsored Booths, Food such as
Soup and a Variety of Sandwiches and
Beverages, Vendors.
Help is needed by families to sponsor
booths. Also, help is needed in the
kitchen, and for general setting up and
cleaning up. Donations for the Silent
Auction are needed. Suggestions are:
themed baskets or seasonal craft items.
What for more information in future
bulletins and in the September newsletter.
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MISSIONS SUPPORTED BY OHIO UP CHURCH
Aliquippa Impact

Manna

A.M.P. (Aliquippa
Mission Programs)

Meals on Wheels

Campus Crusade for
Christ InternationalPacific Islands

Spotlight on:

Christians United in
Beaver County
To learn more:

Church ArmyAliquippa/Uncommon
Grounds Café

www.aliquippaimpact.org

M.H.Y. Family Services
McCormack Foundation
Presbyterian Frontier
Fellowship
Salvation Army
Wycliffe Bible
Translators
Young Life

From Steve’s Desk:
We are in our second week of City Camp and the staff is doing a great job! Someone in
leadership expressed, “they want to be with the kids...they adore them!” That’s what we want: our
kids to be filled with hope through the love of our staff.
Thank you for supporting AI and particularly our summer City Camp at this time. Our partnership in kingdom purpose is empowering our youth to realize their potential!
Thank you so much for taking the time to read the story below of friendship both with our
community and on its behalf. Please remember that you can now give online to Aliquippa Impact
at www.aliquippaimpact.org. It’s secure, fast, and convenient. Thank you for considering how you
might play a part in getting involved in hope.
With hope for Aliquippa,
Steve Rossi-Executive Director
“Our mission is to foster tangible hope to youth in toxic
environments by building relational bridges and the
developmental assets.”

Your Kingdom Come to the Youth as it is in Heaven
(by Steve Rossi)
David (not his real name) turned 12 years old that day. As we were in prayer and worship during the church service, the phrase “a voice of one calling in the wilderness” regarding John the
Baptist came to mind. Then I thought of a friend sharing with me he believes renewal will come
to Aliquippa some day through the kids with whom we work rather than us directly, and we are
“preparing the way” similar to John in Luke 3. Then I began to pray for David and soon thereafter while I was still in prayer for him, he raised his left hand in worship! That’s when I knew that
the Kingdom of God came to him as it is in heaven, and to tell Him the Good News of eternal
life in Christ. After a meaningful conversation, David received Christ into his life. As is often the
case in God’s Presence, I strongly sensed I was walking in what God was doing. Pretty coolborn again on his birthday! Please join me in prayer for David and the other five boys in his
cohort who accepted Christ just a few days prior!
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Looking Forward
Forward-Thoughts from Our Teens
About Our Church:

W

ith the upcoming arrival
of our new pastor,
Nick Marlatt, everyone
seems to be excited. A
lot of changes will be made whenever he
starts and I’m sure we are all
anxious to put in our opinions about
what we hope will happen in our church.
Some of the teens of this church would
like to put our opinions out there to let
you know what we hope can change for our church.
“I am very excited for our new pastor to start. I hope that once he begins our
congregation will grow. Something that I would like to see change is the music. A
lot of the songs we sing are very slow. It would be nice if we could sing some more
upbeat songs in church. Also, I hope that we can get more kids to come to Pray &
Play.” -Amber Tackac (17)
“Something I’d like to see change in the church is a later Sunday school so more
people would come. Also, we should probably do more advertising for VBS and
Youth Group.” -Alaina Stroud (16)
“I just hope the new pastor does as incredible as Eric has the past few years and
that he’s someone who we can easily approach and talk to.”-Donald Sanders (17)
So now that we have put our opinions out there, we hope you will keep them in
mind. Thank you for letting the youth show what we hope to change with the
arrival of our new pastor.
-Amber Tackac
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MEET KYRIA JOHNSON-MISSIONARY
God began growing in Kyria a love for His global family
during her early years as the child of missionaries to
France. During high school she learned about Bible
translation and has since felt called to pursue that field.
As an interdisciplinary studies major at Covenant
College, Kyria studied French, sociology, and biblical
studies. Upon graduation in 2009, Kyria spent 9
months in France as an English teaching assistant.
God confirmed her call to cross-cultural missions work through her friendships with the
French people she met and her desire to understand and connect with people in a different
language.
Following her return to the States, Kyria volunteered at the UnCommon Grounds Café in
Aliquippa. At this local coffee shop ministry, God taught her about hospitality and listening, and about the importance of seeking justice as she lives out her faith. During a year
of pre-field training at the Graduate Institute of Applied Linguistics, she gained the skills to
participate in the Bible translation process overseas. Upon graduation, she traveled to
Senegal in West Africa and spent 10 days touring the area and meeting some of the people
she will be serving.
Kyria will work to further God’s kingdom in Senegal. Her passion is to make God known in
every language and to help churches offer their communities tangible hope. If you would
like to learn more about Mission to the World (the organization she will be working for),
check out them out at www.mtw.org. She is currently back in the Aliquippa area while she
is raising funds and can be found at UnCommon Grounds Café and also at the Communicycle-Aliquippa Bike Shop. Stop by and say hello!
“I’m ready to go back! And for much more than 10 days….but I need your help. Will you
pray? Will you consider giving? A pledge to give $50/month gets me 1% closer to returning for long-term work: The fullness of the gospel in the heart languages of West Africa.”
-Kyria

To make a pledge & help her get back:
Visit WWW.MTW.ORG & use her support #13703 to create an account & make a pledge.

9

June 2013
Dear Friend:
It was the last club before Young Life camp, and Will sat staring sadly at his shoes. It
wasn’t like Will. He rarely sat or stared sadly. “Will is blazing fast,” explained his leader,
“and has a smile that lights up his face like Times Square.” So his leader asked the
sophomore soccer player a sincere question. “Will, what’s wrong?”
“Man, I want to go to camp, but I just don’t have the money,” Will replied. Then his
leader did what Young Life leaders do every day. He climbed over the big boulder in
his path and handed Will the forms for camp. “Get these back to me tomorrow,” he
said. Then Will’s leader went to work blasting apart the boulder with the help of a dynamite Campaigners* kid named Kendra.
All Kendra had wanted for Christmas last year was a trip to Young Life camp. Not for
her, mind you. Kendra had already been to camp, and now she was looking for ways
to serve and follow Jesus. So Kendra had asked her grandmother for camp scholarship money to send someone else. Months later it became clear who should receive
Kendra’s present. Will’s leader talked to Kendra, and together they decided the
money was meant for Will.
Like Kendra, Will had some of the best days of his life at camp. On the last day, kids
who had surrendered to the Savior were invited to come down to the stage in the club
room and receive a Young Life Bible. Will was the first person on the stage, and now
Kendra’s Christmas was complete. She got the gift she really wanted: Christ had
come humbly into the heart of a friend in need.
Thank you for supporting this mission. This summer, I plan to celebrate Christmas, every
day of June, July and August. I hope that you will join me. Let’s celebrate kids like
Kendra who want their friends to know Jesus. Let’s celebrate heroes of all ages who
blast boulders with sacrificial giving. And let’s celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ in
countless kids!
Joy to the world, the Lord has come! What a privilege to partner with you in the yearround celebration we call Young Life.
In Christ,
Denny Rydberg
President of Young Life
www.younglife.org
*Young Life’s name for a weekly meeting for kids who wish to learn more and grow in their faith
through study, service and leadership.
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE?
By Ella Mae Spieker
Hi! Are you enjoying these Bible Quizes? I hope so!
This month’s quiz is a Multiple Choice Quiz. See how many you know.
The answers to last month’s Bible Quiz:
1. Abram and Sara 2. Jacob 3. Simon or Simeon
4. Saul 5. Daniel 6. Naomi
1. SALOME
a. Was an elderly widow with great charm.
b. Danced before a king for a gruesome reward.
c. Was the Mother of Herod.
d. Was not a Jewess.

7. PILATE
a. Was a Hebrew Prophet.
b. Tried to save Jesus.
c. Suffered from leprosy.
d. Wanted to be a king.

2. ELIJAH
a. Was a mild-mannered saint.
b. Was a king of Israel.
c. Was fed by ravens.
d. Was not fond of children.

8. MIRIAM
a. Was a woman judge.
b. Was one of Solomon’s wives.
c. Was a practical nursemaid.
d. Was not related to Moses.

3. HAMAN
a. Was a great scholar.
b. Lived in Jerusalem.
c. Was the High Priest.
d. Was the Hitler of his time.

9. SAMUEL
a. Had a mother complex.
b. Played the harp.
c. Liked to sleep.
d. Anointed the first King.

4. ZEBEDEE
a. Was a poor man.
b. Was a prophet.
c. Was the father of two of Jesus’ disciples.
d. Was a character from the Old Testament.
5. NATHAN
a. Had 1,000 wives.
b. Was a great warrior.
c. Called a king down and got away with it.
d. Brought water from a stone.
6. ELI
a. Was a man of great physical strength.
b. Was a petty tyrant.
c. Was killed on the battlefield.
d. Was a hardworking high priest.

10. REBECCA
a. Was the mother of twins.
b. Was an old maid.
c. Was unkind to animals.
d. Was a childhood playmate of her husband.
We have some good books by Dr. James
Dobson-the world famous child psychologist.
Two titles we have are Dare to Disciple and
The Strong-Willed Child. Also a book titled
What Wives Wished Their Husbands Knew
About Women.
Sounds interesting!
Many more very good books are available.
Have a look today!
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23

31
Wedding

Fri

6
Session Mtg. 7:00 pm

14

22

30
Wedding rehearsal

Thu

5

13

21

29

Wed

4
Summer Communion

12

20

28

Tue

11
Rev. Powell’s last day
Luncheon following
worship

19

27
Fall Fest Mtg. 7:00 pm

Mon

18
M.O.W. Desserts
Fellowship/
Membership Mtg. after
worship
Pirates Game 1:35 pm
26

Sun

25
Church Picnic Shelter#3
Hopewell Park
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