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Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ. I hope this February
2018 edition of the Lamplighter finds you well and growing in spiritual
maturity. I have a couple of items I want to bring before you as we begin
this new month.
The first item is Lent begins this month on Ash Wednesday. Lent provides
an opportunity to be formed in Christ through worship, education, fellowship
and intentional spiritual practices. We begin the observance of Lent with
our Shrove Tuesday pancake supper on Tuesday, February 13 followed by
our Ash Wednesday service on Wednesday, February 14. Each Wednesday during Lent we also have an opportunity to gather for a meal and time
of study during our Lenten FEAST series. FEAST provides an opportunity
for fellowship and strengthening our relationships with one another, while
also providing an intentional time of education and formation for all ages. I
encourage you to fully enter into the Lenten Season of preparation by joining us for these opportunities to strengthen your relationships and your faith.
The second item I want to bring to your attention is a new way to make
financial contributions to the church. Ohio Church is very excited to offer
online giving – an easy and convenient way to give your tithes and offerings INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
using a debit or credit card or electronic funds transfer. The service, which is
hosted by the Presbyterian Foundation, is easily accessed through the
church website. You can rest easy knowing that the transaction is safe and
secure, and your gift will be available to our ministry immediately, with no
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A Word from Pastor Nick
waiting periods.
Online giving offers benefits both for you and for the church:
•
You can save a trip to the ATM on Sunday morning and avoid forgetting your checkbook or having to quickly fill out a check to make your
gift.
•
You can also set up recurring donations to continue giving faithfully
even on weeks you are not able to attend services.
•
The church benefits from a more steady and reliable flow of gifts.
•
Work to process checks and cash gifts is reduced when gifts are
made online instead.
Visit www.ohiopresbyterian.org today and see for yourself how easy it is to
give online. As we continue to grow the culture of stewardship and generosity in our church to include online giving, we ask that you also help us to
spread the word.
I look forward to worshiping with you and having Christ formed in us during
this season of Lent.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Nick
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BIRTHDAYS
Kevin Reese
Linda Duganich
Dawn Psik
Christi Fouse
Dolores Skinner #90!
Homer Summy
Noah Repman
Ken Gregory
Weston Shaffer
Crystal Saxon
Rita Bruce
Diane Gennaro

2/2
2/4
2/4
2/6
2/6
2/6
2/9
2/11
2/12
2/13
2/17
2/18

Tanner Lewis
Martha Piroli
Trevis Gregory
Rudy Mihalik
Sandy Nan
Sharon Neville
Mary Batchelor
Mary Blanchard
Nathan Cronin
Richard Pike
Matt Nolte
Corinna Petrella

2/21
2/22
2/23
2/24
2/24
2/24
2/25
2/26
2/26
2/26
2/27
2/28

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARY:
Brian & Debrah Archer 2/14

2/4
2/11
2/18
2/25

Amy & Jesseca Muslin
The Dameron Family
Nancy Hribar/Whitney Shaffer
Ellen Paul/Danny Palmer

2/4
2/11
2/18
2/25

Sharon Neville
Brittany Smith
Bonnie Martin
Elaine Verostek
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

WOMEN’S RETREAT 2018

When: April 27-29, 2018
Where: A lodge in The Pennsylvania Wilds
What: Bible Study, Mission Project, Fellowship, Fun, and food
Young Mothers are encouraged to attend and bring their infants if desired.
You will just need to provide a pack and play.
Cost: Approximately $140.00 Payable to the
Women’s Association. We adjust the cost depending on the number of participants, and issue refunds
or collect extra if necessary.
Prepayment is required by the Lodge.
Remittance by April preferred. If you would like to
go but are short on funds please talk to Patti Strominger for special arrangements.
The planning for this year’s retreat will be a group
effort. If you would like to attend please email Patti
Strominger at: pattistr@gmail.com. There will be a planning meeting in the beginning
of March to decide on: the Bible Study, departure and return times, drivers, mission
project, fellowship activities, and menu planning.

OHIO CHRISTIAN BOOKSTORE
February specials (while supplies last)
Boxed Valentine Cards and Individual Valentine
Cards also reduced
Boxed Birthday Cards: 2 free Bonus Cards in each
box.
Check the Easter bargains in March. Each month there will be different inventory
marked down. Stop in and check out the prices. Many items are lower than those sold
in area stores.
Inventory is being reduced in preparation of the Bookstore’s closure this year. Monies at
the closing will be transferred to the Building Fund.

SYMPATHY
Our sympathy to those who knew long-time member, Barbara Glover, who passed away
after a lengthy illness on January 6. Per her request, there was no visitation or services.

DEBORAH CIRCLE
The Deborah Circle will meet next on February 19 at 6:30 pm at the church. This is a
small group Bible study for women in the church. If you are interested in learning more,
contact Eleanor Pike at 724-601-4007 or elrpike@gmail.com

SALVATION ARMY
Please remember to bring in your donations for our Salvation Army food bins each
week. The Salvation Army counts on donations from churches to help feed the hungry
in our community. Thank you to all those who so faithfully donate each month!
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LITTLE FREE PANTRY
Our Little Free Pantry continues to be wellsupported by our community and our church.
Thank you to our congregation for the very generous donations of pantry items last month. The staff
and clients from the C.A.R.E.S. organization that
leases space from us are also helping to keep the
pantry stocked a couple days a week. We are still
looking for volunteers to help make sure the
pantry is stocked each day before the children are
dismissed from school. If you would like to help,
please contact Bev Abate or Cherryl Lachowicz or
you can call the church office.
Join us this Sunday, February 4th, as we welcome Dennis Smith, PC
(USA) Mission worker. Dennis will be preaching and also leading our
Sunday school. There will also be a fellowship time after worship.
Ministry Description
As regional liaison for South America, Dennis has three main responsibilities: developing the
PC(USA)’s relationship with its 16 mission partners, accompanying PC(USA) mission coworkers, and providing resources and advice to presbyteries and congregations that have
mission partnerships in South America. Maribel serves in ministry in the home.
Country Context: For more than 170 years, the PC(USA) has participated in God’s mission
in South America. The first Presbyterian mission worker in the region was Rev. Dr. David
Trumbull who began his ministry in Valparaiso, Chile in 1845 and went on to establish a Presbyterian denomination there. Ranging from Colombia and Venezuela to the north to Argentina
and Chile in the south, from Brazil in the east to Perú in the west, the PC(USA) now has partnerships with 16 denominations, theological seminaries, and faith-based organizations in nine South
American countries. Their priorities include evangelism, promoting social and environmental justice, and
contextualized theological education.
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Session Meeting Highlights-January 2018


Annual joint meeting of Session and Deacons. Shared a meal and discussed expectations, roles and purposes of Session and Deacons.



Learned the congregation now has an electronic giving account set up through the
Presbyterian Foundation. More information will be rolled out in the coming months.



Approved the 2018 operating budget.



Approved the construction of a half-wall in the nursery by the entrance doors for safety
purposes.



Committee appointments determined:
Mission/Evangelism: Karen Keller, Joe Glatz
Stewardship/Budget: Paul Hurni

Personnel: Dale Fouse
Christian Ed: Lynn Smith, Nancy Lucas
Worship: Kathy Lee Tolfa, Melissa Byer
Fellowship/Membership: Patti Strominger, Barb Mihalow
Nominating: Patti Strominger, Karen Keller
Property: Mark Douglass, Jeff Davis

DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS JANUARY 2018
Correspondence: 35 cards were mailed in December and additional Christmas cards were hand delivered.
Friendship Group
The next Friendship Group will be held at the church on March 21st.
After Church Fellowship
The next After Church Fellowship run by the deacons is scheduled for February 25th.
Little Free Pantry
Thanks to all those who contributed to the offering collected for the Little Free Pantry on January 14th! The $292 that was
collected in the loose offering will be used to help supply the pantry.
Backpack Program
Deacons started a backpack program for seven students at Margaret Ross Elementary on January 19th and will continue it
through this school year. Every Friday we will pack their backpacks with food items for them to take home. If any member of
the church would like to be involved in this ministry, please call the church office or talk to a Deacon.
Greeting at Church on Sunday Morning
The Deacons would like to thank those members of our congregation who help us with our greeting duties on Sunday mornings. We would especially like to thank Jeff and Nicholas Barth and Lee Speice. We would also like to say how much we miss
Frank Waryck, who was such a great help to us for so long, and that we hope he will be back at church with us soon!
Your Suggestions and Involvement are Appreciated
Deacons continue to be involved in the ministry of our church in many different ways. If you have suggestions or comments
regarding our Deacon ministry, or would like to be involved in our ministry, please call the church office or be in touch with a
Deacon. Thank you!
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Prayer
I have heard people say they can no longer be physically active in church
due to their health. An important thing that everyone can do is to pray,
not only for the people on our prayer chain, but also for our 10 missions
that our church supports.
“First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for all people.” 1 Timothy 2:1 (ESV)
“Prayer, in many ways, is the supreme expression of our faith in God.”
— D.Martyn Lloyd-Jones

Some suggestions of things to pray for from some of our mission partners:
From Wycliffe pray that:
1. They may hear God’s truth and believe it.
2. They may soon have the Bible in their own language.
3. They will read the translated Scriptures.

From CRU, (the Roths) Ways to pray for military couples:
1. Pray that God strengthens their marriage to withstand the rigorous

demands of military life - including traumatic events such as injury and
PTSD.
2. Pray that they are able to hear God above the worldly noise of political

unrest, and that the things they experience don’t cause them to loose
faith.

3. Pray that they have the support of friends, family and their church –

together as a couple, and individually when duty requires them to be
separated.
Ways to pray for pastors and their families:

1. Pray that God will strengthen pastor couples to withstand the over-

whelming emotional demands.

2. Pray for God’s direction as they lead their church and guide the congre-

gation past obstacles that Satan may place in their path.

Pray that members of the congregation lovingly extend friendship and
support to the couple.
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ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE at 7:00 pm
See the article on page 10 about why Presbyterians observe
Ash Wednesday services.

LENTEN F.E.A.S.T.
Our Lenten F.E.A.S.T. will begin on the Wednesday after Ash Wednesday (February 21st) and will run
for 6 weeks. Each week we will begin with a meal at 5:30 pm and will then spend some time in study
together in your choice of two classes taught by Pastor Nick and Rev. Dick Klein.
† Pastor Nick’s class will use a study called Home Grown-Handbook for Christian Parenting. “This
handbook gives you practical, real-world advice about how to help your kids know and love Godand how to build a home where you can grow in faith together”.
† Rev. Dick Klein will lead a class on Lenten Spiritual Practices.
More information about the classes and sign up forms will be available soon.

LENTEN MISSION PROJECT
We will once again be participating in a
Lenten Mission Project during Lent. It will
be a water project similar to last year. If
you have a water bottle from last year’s mission project, please bring it with you to
church on Sunday, February 11 as we will be
having a special commissioning service to
kick off the new project.
Stay tuned for more details!

8

NEW WAYS TO SUPPORT OHIO UP
CHURCH
Visit the church website at
www.ohiopresbyterian.org
1. Click on the “Give Now Here” button in the
announcement about online giving. You will
be taken to the website to create your giving
account.
2. You can also click on the Online giving link under the church information part of the home
page.
3. Scan in the QR code with your cell phone.
You will be taken to the website
to create your giving account.

A Winter Sunday

10 Biblical ways to love
1. Listen without interrupting. “To answer before listening —
that is folly and shame” (Proverbs 18:13).
2. Speak without accusing. “Be quick to listen, slow to speak
and slow to become angry” (James 1:19).
3. Give without selfishness. “The righteous give without sparing” (Proverbs 21:26).
4. Pray without ceasing. “We have not stopped praying for
you” (Colossians 1:9).
5. Answer without arguing. “Better a dry crust with peace and
quiet than a house full of feasting, with strife” (Proverbs
17:1).
6. Share without pretending. “Speaking the truth in love, we
will grow to become in every respect the mature body of …
Christ” (Ephesians 4:15).
7. Enjoy without complaining. “Do everything without grumbling or arguing” (Philippians 2:14).
8. Trust without wavering. “[Love] always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres” (1 Corinthians 13:7).
9. Forgive without punishing. “Forgive as the Lord forgave
you” (Colossians 3:13).
10. Promise without forgetting. “A longing fulfilled is a tree of
life” (Proverbs 13:12).

I love a peaceful Sunday,
The quiet that’s in the air,
There serene and happy feeling,
The comfortable rocking chair.
The smell of delicious coffee,
The ham and hot cakes to bake.
No hurried school-day rushing,
No scampering, no lunches to make.
The papers piled high on the table,
You can read to your heart’s delight
With an old soft robe and slippers on
And the sun shining warm and bright.
I love a quiet Sunday
With peacefulness in the air.
Let’s count our blessings, go to church,
And say a little prayer.
By Marguerite Halker
(submitted by Dawn Psik)
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WHY DO PRESBYTERIANS PARTICIPATE IN ASH WEDNESDAY?
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the liturgical season of Lent. People in
the pews may be asking questions. Why do Presbyterians participate in Ash
Wednesday? Isn’t it a Roman Catholic rite? What is the purpose of Lent in the
Reformed tradition? Are we supposed to give up something for Lent? Congregations, increasingly called to welcome seekers and new Christians, are aware of
the importance of defining the language of faith and interpreting the traditions of
the community. A basic guide to Lenten practices may be helpful.

Lent
The season of Lent leads up to the most holy of Christian days, Easter Sunday.
The forty days of Lent begin Ash Wednesday and end at dusk the Saturday before Easter, not counting the Sundays in between. The Sundays during Lent, like
every Sunday, are considered weekly celebrations of the resurrection. Many denominations encourage disciples to renew and strengthen their faith during Lent.
Plans are made for community-wide Lenten preparation through the spiritual disciplines of prayer, Bible study, fasting, and service.
This preparation is a historical model from the early church. New believers were
mentored in the Christian faith weeks before Easter, preparing for their baptisms
at the Great Easter Vigil. The idea of giving something up for Lent came out of
this tradition, when fasting—abstaining from food as an act of discipline in solidarity with others in the community—was used to raise one’s spiritual consciousness and empty oneself before God. Fasting or giving up something for Lent can
be a good way to explore a deeper expression of faith, if not adopted as a show
of piety, martyrdom, or moral righteousness. Presbyterians may find it meaningful to give something up for Lent, but it is not required. Some disciples may find a
more valuable spiritual exercise in taking something on during Lent—a more
Christ-like attitude toward others, a humble spirit at work, or a feeling of gratitude
in the midst of scarcity. Whatever spiritual disciplines and preparations are embraced during Lent, they can help us prepare for or renew our baptisms as part of
the resurrection celebration at Easter.

Ash Wednesday
Reclaimed by Reformed churches in the last few decades, Ash Wednesday is the
entry point for Lenten preparation. It is a service rich in ritual and symbolism.
Palms waved at the previous year’s Palm Sunday service are saved and burned
to create ashes for the next Ash Wednesday. Participants on Ash Wednesday
come forward for a minister or elder to mark their foreheads with the sign of the
cross in ashes, saying the words, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return,”
from Genesis 3:19. With these words, disciples are reminded of their mortality
and, when combined with the sign of the cross, they are also reminded of the
hope of the resurrection.
Christians do not receive the sign of the cross to attract attention or to be noticed
by others; they receive the sign of the cross to focus on who they are as human
beings, bound in death and life to Christ. Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent
provide time to explore the mystery at the heart of the gospel that being a Christian means a new life through Christ.
-from the PCUSA Presbyterian Mission website

10

AARP VOLUNTEERS OFFER FREE TAX PREPARATION HELP
AARP Foundation Tax Aide offers free tax preparation help. There’s no fee and AARP
membership is not required. This article provides information about three sites; there is
also a site in Baden. More information can be found at the AARP website:

www.aarp.org
If you want an appointment, you should call SOON. They are already making
appointments for dates starting in February, and appointments are filling up quickly.
Center Township Volunteer Fire Department #1
3385 Brodhead Road
 Mondays: 10-2
 Tuesdays: 10-2
 Thursdays: 10-2
Call to make an appointment: 724-508-3401
(Leave a message and a volunteer will get back to you.)
There are more AARP volunteers at the Center location this year!
Beaver Memorial Library
100 College Avenue
 Mondays: 9:30-2:00 (except 2/19)
 Fridays: 9:30-2:00 (except 3/30)
Call to make an appointment: 724-508-3388
(Leave a message and a volunteer will get back to you).
New Life Presbyterian Church
2795 Patterson Drive
 Tuesdays: 10-2 (starting 2/6)
No appointments. Walk-ins only.
You must get there early and there is a long wait.
You will have to take your important tax documents with you to your appointment.
There is a complete list of required documents on the AARP website, www.aarp.org.
For example, you will have to take your Social Security card, a photo ID, your previous
year’s tax return(s), your checkbook (if you want direct deposit or direct debit), W-2
forms, etc. See the website for complete details!
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ASH WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONAL 2/14
SCRIPTURE Luke 18:9-14 9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they
were righteous and regarded others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray,
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11
The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying
thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this
tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth
of all my income.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing
far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was
beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to
me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to
his home justified rather than the other; for all who
exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”
DEVOTIONAL Jesus directs his words to unnamed
listeners who were far from what the prophet Micah
said the Lord expected: “to do justice, and to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God” (Micah 6:8). The fasting and tithing of the
Pharisee in the parable was contradicted by his
arrogance, whereas the tax collector felt profoundly
his deep need for God. While it’s obvious who our
model should be, it can perhaps be tempting to
reassure ourselves that we are not like “those
Pharisees”—and perhaps to take just a little pride
in our humility. Then comes Ash Wednesday, and
with it the words of the liturgy: “Remember that you
are dust, and to dust you shall return; repent, and
believe in the gospel.” We have the obligation and
the opportunity to confess our sinfulness and to cry
with the tax collector, “God, be merciful to me, a
sinner!” We receive the cross-shaped mark of ashes on our foreheads as an intimate sign that all we
can do is accept our dependence on the mercy of
God. And we just might recognize that the mercy of
God is enough, and is reason enough for deep
thanksgiving and joy. May we give thanks to God
on this Ash Wednesday and throughout Lent for
the mercy shown to us in Jesus as we prepare our
hearts to observe the shattering goodness of Good
Friday and the astounding goodness of Easter.
PRAYER God of grace and mercy, grant us the
true humility that abandons pretense about our
own righteousness. Enable us to repent truly and
to believe your Good News with all our heart and
soul and mind and strength. Amen.

Each year the Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary offers free devotionals for Lent
and Advent. Below are ways to receive
them. To the left is the first devotional for
Ash Wednesday so you can see the format.
DAILY DEVOTIONALS DELIVERED TO YOUR E-MAIL

New Subscribers:
Visit PTS News Sign Up.
1. Complete the required information and select
Devotionals (Advent and Lent). Please note that other
e-newsletters are available.

2. Click “Subscribe”.
Existing Subscribers:
If you received the Lenten or Advent devotional last year,
nothing further is required.
DEVOTIONALS APP
The Seminary's Lenten Devotionals are available through a
free app for your Android or Apple device. Visit the Google
Play Store or iTunes Store and search for "Devotions - Advent & Lent" or follow these link from your mobile device: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=edu.pts.devotions (Android) or https://itunes.apple.com/
us/app/devotions-advent-lent/id945697533?
ls=1&mt=8 (Apple).
DEVOTIONALS ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Like the Seminary on Facebook.
Follow us on Twitter.
Printed copies of the Lenten devotional are also available at church. Some copies will be available on the
table in the narthex or you can call the church office
and have Judi print off copies for you. The devotional
for Ash Wednesday appearing to the left is an example
of the devotions for Lent.
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KID’S PAGE
JUST FOR FUN
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Mon

Tue

Wed

February 2018
Sun

6
7
Women’s Assoc. @ 6:30 pm

14
Ash Wednesday Service @
7:00 pm

5

Ruth Circle @ 1pm

4
Minute for Mission:
Dennis Smith w/
Fellowship hour

Deacons Mtg. @ 6:30 pm
Session Mtg. @ 7:00 pm

21
Lenten FEAST 5:30pm

12

20

28
Lenten FEAST 5:30pm

13
Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Dinner @ 4:30-6:30 pm

19
Hopewell school off
Deborah Circle @ church at
6:30 pm

27

11
Communion Sunday

18 1st Sunday in Lent

26

Commissioning service for
Lenten Mission Project

25
1st Congregational Lenten
Offering

22

15
Discipleship Group
@ 10 am

8

1
Discipleship Group
@ 10 am

Thu

23

16

9

2

Fri

24

17

10

3

Sat

14

