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Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Happy February! I hope this finds you well and staying warm. The new year
is off to a wonderfully chilly start, but there is plenty going on at the church to
keep us all warm and together. I want to take time this month to talk about
the organizational restructure that is happening in the church. The reason
session decided to restructure is to make the organization of the church leadership more simple and to create more ways for members of the congregation to get involved with participating in the mission and ministry of Ohio
Church.
The Session spent time in 2018 reflecting on what the church does. In looking at Scripture and the Book of Order, Session realized the church has 4
main functions. First, it cares for the folks who call Ohio Church their home.
Second, we reach out to our community and the world with the love of Christ.
Third, we gather together regularly to worship God. And fourth, since the
church is an organization, there are various operational tasks that need to be
accomplished.
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Therefore, the church organizational structure will be composed of only 4
committees: Congregational Care, Mission, Worship and Operations. Elders
and deacons will serve on these committees and they will help lead all the
members of our Ohio Church family to grow in spiritual maturity through service and worship.
Each committee will be composed of several ministry teams which are tasked
with doing the various ministries of the congregation. Throughout the rest of
2019, I will encourage each and every one of you to get involved in a ministry
team that you are interested in. For it is in service to each other and to the
greater world around us that we have the ability to participate in the mission
of God and grow in spiritual maturity. Through service we are transformed by
the Holy Spirit into the character of Jesus Christ, the one who came to be
served but to serve others.
Stay tuned as we continue to roll out the new organizational structure for our
Ohio Church family. There is also a simplified table which lists each church
committee and the current ministry teams that fall under each committee. I
encourage you to look at the structure. Ask yourself which ones I am interested in helping serve on. In February we will begin publishing materials with
contacts for committee chairs and ministry team leaders so you can contact
them and begin practicing the love of neighbor through service.
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Birthdays This Month:
2/2 Kevin Reese
2/2 Carl Gartley
2/4 Linda Duganich
2/4 Dawn Psik
2/6 Christi Fouse
2/6 Homer Summy
2/6 Dolores Skinner
2/9 Pastor Nick Marlatt
2/9 Noah Repman
2/11 Ken Gregory

2/12
2/13
2/14
2/16
2/17
2/18
2/21
2/21
2/22
2/23
2/24

Weston Shaffer
Crystal Saxon
Jonah Honess
Michael Colesar
Rita Bruce
Diane Gennaro
Noah Honess
Tanner Lewis
Martha Piroli
Trevis Gregory
Rudy Mihalik

Sharon Neville
Mary Blanchard
Nathan Cronin
Richard Pike
Matt Nolte
Corinna Petrella
Sara Snatchko

Anniversary:
2/14-Brian & Debrah Archer

JR. CHURCH VOLUNTEERS
2/3 Volunteer needed
2/10 Nancy Hribar

2/3 Kasey Hoth

2/3 Patti Strominger

2/10 Sharon Neville

2/10 Rayna Knox

2/17 Kortney Marlatt

2/17 Liz Cagnon

2/17 Volunteer needed

2/24 Karen Keller

2/24 Christina/Danny Palmer

2/24 Liz Cagnon

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS

2/24
2/26
2/26
2/26
2/27
2/28
2/28

CHERUB CHURCH VOLUNTEERS
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TAX INFORMATION FOR SENIORS
AARP offers free tax return assistance to Seniors at a number of locations, including one in
Center and one in Aliquippa.
Center Township Volunteer Fire Department, #1
3385 Brodhead Road
724-508-3401
You have to call to make an appointment for this location. When you call, you will probably
have to leave a message, and they will call you back. They are already scheduling appointments for March, so you should call very soon if you are interested! They schedule the appointments for Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays between 10am and 2pm.
New Life Presbyterian Church
2795 Patterson Drive
They do not make appointments for this location.
Walk-ins only on Tuesdays from 10am to 2pm
starting February 5th. They open the doors at 8
am and it is first-come, first-served. You must
get there early and you should expect a long
wait.

There is a lot of additional information on the AARP Website, including other locations that are
farther away, and a checklist of what items you need to bring along when they help you
prepare your tax return.

Thank you to our church family for
the cards and messages of sympathy
on the passing of Jim’s father.
-Jim & Julie Novacek
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Driving Translation Forward
Mary Hildebrand smiles as she donates her "God-sent" car.
It all started with a car that wouldn’t
start. Mary Hildebrand and her late
husband had their car suddenly quit
on them just two days before an
important appointment. It was pouring rain outside, but they decided to
trust God and went car hunting anyway. Just as they were about to
leave the dealership, the salesman
remembered a car that had been
recently returned. When he pulled it
around front, they found that this
car was just what they needed. “The
Lord had it waiting for us; that’s the
way I felt about it,” Mary said.
Years later as Mary looked at their God-sent car, which was now just sitting in the
driveway, she knew she wanted it to go somewhere special. “I wanted someone to
get some use out of it. I have friends that were missionaries on the field. The
Gardners were one of the families that I grew up with, and their daughter, Brenda,
was married to the late Chet Bitterman. That was what I had in the back of my
mind.”
Having partnered with Wycliffe missionaries and projects for years, Mary is glad that
now her car is being used to support Bible translation.

It was Mary’s closeness with the Gardners and Bittermans that prompted her to
contact Wycliffe about a vehicle donation. Her car is now being used at Wycliffe’s
Orlando headquarters to provide transportation for incoming staff and missionaries
on leave.
Having partnered with Wycliffe missionaries and projects for years, Mary is glad that
now her car is being used to support Bible translation. “I couldn’t think of a better
place to put it,” she said.
Wycliffe believes Bible translation is foundational to fulfilling the Great Commission
because hearing Scripture in the language you understand at the heart level, will
transform you at the heart level. Mary agrees. “That’s my biggest concern,” she
said, “to get the Word of God out in their language so they understand it. I just
want [people] to have the opportunity to hear and accept him [Jesus] for themselves.”

WANT TO DONATE YOUR CAR?
Non-cash donations are a creative, cost-free way to partner with Wycliffe.
You receive a tax deduction, while meeting a tangible need of the organization.
Wycliffe is currently in need of two more cars. Ideally these cars would be late
models, with less than 50,000 miles and have a working air conditioner (since the
Florida weather is warm year-round). If you or someone you know is interested in
donating a car to Wycliffe, please call our Gifts in Kind office at 1-800-992-5433
(ext. 3894) or email us at giftsinkind@wycliffe.org. For more information about Gifts
in Kind, you can visit wycliffe.org/donateyourstuff.
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Session Meeting Highlights
Pastor Nick opened with prayer. The meeting commenced with a discussion on the new committee format with the Board of Deacons present. After a question and answer time the deacons departed to
their respective business meeting.
New Business:
Motion to elect Joe Glatz as Clerk of Session-passed.
Motion to participate in the Camp Lambec fundraising matching contribution challenge-passed
Motion to purchase 50 more hymnals-passed

JANUARY 2019 DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Correspondence: Deacons mailed out 40 cards in December.
Extra Care List: Deacons delivered cookies to members on our Extra Care list. Thank you so
much to the church members who help the Deacons with their deliveries and visits. If you
would like to help in the future, please talk to a Deacon or give the church office a call.

Friendship Group: Friendship Group will resume March 2019.
Little Free Pantry: The Hopewell Community Big Band Concert held at our church on December 10th raised $600 for our Little Free Pantry and Backpack programs. It was a wonderful concert! We would like to thank all those who attended as well as all those who
contributed! Thank you!
Backpack Program: We now deliver 31 bags of food a week to students in need at
Hopewell schools.
After Church Fellowship: Deacons will host a fellowship after the Annual Congregational
Meeting held after church on January 27th. Please plan on attending...we’ll have soup!

Deacon Greeters:
January-Cherryl Lachowicz & Julie Novacek
February-Mike Knox & Megan Hunsberger
Each month, we would like to have a member from the congregation join the Deacons in
greeting people before church. If you are interested, please connect with one of the Deacons or call the church office.
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“Communicycle 1,000” – Bikes for Kids in 2019

Communicycle now has a great winter work space thanks to a new partnership with the Beaver
County Rehabilitation Center. It is located at 1516 6th Ave in New Brighton. We’ve set a goal to
have 1,000 bikes ready by Spring, so we can focus more on working and interacting with the kids
when we are with them. We’re inviting churches and organizations to join us for volunteer
service events to help add to the “bikes ready” count. No bike experience needed – there’s bike
fix up and cleaning work anyone can do! Ohio UP has scheduled a workday on Saturday March
2nd from 9am-1pm. Please come and help to get lots of kids riding bikes this Spring.
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THE WELL
IS RETURNING
FOR LENT!
BE WATCHING FOR
MORE DETAILS IN
THE MARCH
LAMPLIGHTER AND
FUTURE BULLETINS.

March 6th

-Jen Davis
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28

Choir 7:00 p

21

22

15

8

1

Fri

23

16

9

2

Sat

February 2019
7

Thu

6

Choir 7:00 p

Wed

5

Story Time 10:00 a

14

Tue

Women’s Assoc. 6:30 p

13

11

12

10

Choir 7:00 p

Story Time 10:00 a

No Ruth Circle this month

Story Time 10:00 a

Discipleship Group 10:00 a

26

19

Session 7:00 p

Deacons 6:30 p

Communion Sunday

25

Deborah Circle 6:30 p

18

Girl Scouts

Young Life Prayer Team
10:00 a

17

24

Discipleship Group 10:00 a
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